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OFFICERS’ CORNER
CONFERENCE 2004
Grande Prairie was the site of the recent CCCC
annual Conference. Located north west of Edmonton,
the endless days,typical of a northern location,posed
something of a challenge for those who live in more
southerly places,especially those from the Maritimes.
Not only were they dealing with a three hour time
change,they also had to deal with the fact that the
sun is still shining at 10pm and begins to rise and
shine again around 3.30 am
Although the numbers attending were significantly
less than in previous years,the same Cursillo spirit
that we have come to expect at the annual conference
was definitely present. The Grande Prairie Cursillistas
offered a warm and friendly welcome and those who
did attend gained new insights into the Why of the
Weekend,which was the theme of the Conference.
The presentations given were based on a workshop
that is given to new Cursillistas, shortly after the
weekend aimed at deepening the candidates’
understanding of the rollos of the three days and to
encourage them to enter fully into living the fourth
Day. The workshop itself is one that is used in
Mallorca and the outline of which can be found in the
book,Structure of Ideas.
We were also given an opportunity to listen to the
meditations given on an actual Cursillo weekend and
to reflect on and discuss their importance in the
overall message of the Cursillo.
The participants were very pleased that bishop … .of
the Grouard McLennan diocese was able to share part
of the weekend,from Saturday evening to the closing
ceremony on Sunday at which he commissioned the
participants to go out and become the Good News in
all their environments.
Grouard-McLennan is celebrating its 25th anniversary
this year and on Friday evening, local Cursillistas
shared the story of their j
ourney. From small
beginnings that saw candidates and teams in training
bussing all the way to Kelowna,in the Nelson diocese
in BC,to become the large and thriving community
that it is today.
A special thank you must be said to the fantastic
musicians who added so much to the overall success

of the weekend. Their enthusiasm and keen sense of
the working of the Spirit created an awesome
atmosphere for all that took place. Thanks also to the
hard working sacristan and those who provided the
snacks and break times and to those who worked so
hard in the pre-conference preparations.
All the presentations given at the Conference are
available in booklet form from the Montreal Resource
Centre. (Address on back page of this issue)

EA RL Y W A RNING
Ne x t y e a r CCCC w ill h o ld a
m u ltic u ltu ra l En c o u n te r.
“WE ARE COMPANIONS ON THE
JOURNEY— OUR DE COLORES REALITY”

H o s te d b y th e L o n d o n D io c e s e
Cu rs illis ta s , it w ill b e h e ld a t th e
U n iv e rs ity o f W in d s o r, J u n e 23 -26 th ,
2005 .
In itia l p la n s a re u n d e rw a y a n d CCCC
is in v itin g p a rtic ip a tio n fro m a ll th e
c u ltu ra l g ro u p s , i.e H is p a n ic ,
H u n g a ria n , K o re a n , V ie tn a m e s e , a n d
o f c o u rs e o u r b ro th e rs a n d s is te rs
fro m th e Fra n c o p h o n e Cu rs illo
M o v e m e n t.
Please note this important event on your
c alend ars and plan to c ome and share the C ursillo
ex perienc e in a truly C anad ian w ay.
W atc h for further information on the C C C C
w eb site. w w w .c ursillo-c anad a.org or from your
sec retariats.
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W HAT THEY SAID.
W hataspectsoftheConferencedid you likethe
m ost?
•
Learning more about Cursillo sharing with
everyone and hearing from those who have been
with the Movement for a long time about how
and why.
•
Rollos were all good, fiesta was great. Meeting
new Cursillistas from all over Canada. The music
was great.
•
The “Prayer Oases” were faith-filled and
inspirational. I also appreciated the content of the
rollos.
•
I like the feeling of being welcome in a family of
friends of Christ even if I didn’t know many
people. I really enjoyed the meditations,
presentations and very much the presentation. I
was touched and given new hope and the
determination to do my utmost in allowing the
Lord to love me.
•
This is my first Conference. I thoroughly enjoyed
the aspects of spirituality. Now I feel I’m aware
that I should go to Ultreya as I’ve never been. We
have to keep building Christ in our hearts.
•
Presentations – deeper appreciation of the
Foundation and Grace of Cursillo – not the
meditations. I found them long and a mix
between prayer or teaching, which was it to be.
•
The Rollos. The way they were given and the
way the tables shared.
•
I thought the Rollistas were well prepared.
•
I really enjoyed the meditations. I hadn’t before
really studied them or knew clearly what they
were. I also like the ‘teaching thread’ throughout.
•
The fellowship and hearing from other Lay
Directors about our wonderful differences. All
the Rollos were excellent. The prayer Oases were
the best. The music so great.
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The tie-in between all the presentations;Bishop
Guimond’s presence and encouragement;good
talk discussions.
Besides the Rollos, the warmth and sense of
loving unity and community present at this
Conference. I also enjoyed the Ultreya and
Fiesta…so much fun and laughter. When we let
our hair down and ‘play’ together, bonds of
friendship become stronger.
The Rollos helped to clearly explain the Why of
Cursillo and the reasons why we do what we do
in order to bring ourselves and others closer to
Jesus.
A new appreciation of the meditations!!
Continuity of presentations and lots of time for
dialogue with others.
I appreciated the linking of the meditations with
the Rollos. The Spirit of the weekend is a good
shot in the arm – to help us return to our own
communities. I have been energized.
I was impressed and inspired by the quality and
professional way in which our speakers
presented their Rollos.
I was so impressed with the speakers both for
myself and our community. It was really what

we needed to hear. Although we didn’t have
many people from our diocese I believe that
God handpicked the ones that did show. I
talked to most of these same people since the

•

Conference and we all agree that we want to put
on a weekend to share this information with as
many people as we could possibly get to attend.
This conference has renewed my passion and I
want to start rolling my sleeves up and really
trying to bring this Movement back to where it
originally started.
The Pilgrim’s attitude underlined as the “Why”
of Cursillo — The linking of the talks. The very
spiritual sense of each talk— very enlightening as
an understanding of the Three Days..

W hataspectsoftheconferencedid you likeleast?
•
If I would have known this conference would be
a re-newal of “Cursillo Weekend” I would have
been a stronger promoter to attend.
•
Liturgy – not respectful of liturgical principles –
swaying/emotional impact /”incorrect” or
inaccurate theological introductions. i.e Saturday
eucharistic prayer of Thanksgiving for Mary –the
general moving around at the greeting of peace –
presider leader prayer of the faithful, celebrating
priest not administering communion. With all the
people here there was no need for a single reader
to proclaim both readings Friday and psalm each
day – The music however was incredible and
prayer oases very nourishing.

VOLUME 8 ISSUE 1-2

•
•

•

•

SPRING/SUMMER 2004

The first rollo should have been a total recap of
the theme of the year.
After a Rollo my preference is to discuss (as a
group) while the topic is hot. After this
Conference Rollos, I found myself in a quandary,
(re some in group were writing, some talking and
some taking an immediate coffee break)
I didn’t like the post-Rollo tempo. It seemed so
disjointed to have the long period of reflection,
then a break, and then over 45 minutes later we
would finally get to discuss. I would have
preferred only a couple of minutes for reflection.
Then get right into discussion before the break.
Little disorganized – though I know schedule is
only approximate for times. One person seemed
to say one thing and then someone else

•

•

something else. And at other times, no one
said anything.
Lack of suitable table discussions re focus
I think that the move to go back to our roots to
discover the original charism of Cursillo is
important. Sometimes it appears that we are
being encouraged to go back to doing things the
way they used to be done not allowing for
changes in culture, time, circumstances etc. I
think following the charism is more important
than maybe particular characteristics.
•
Be careful when you are considering taking parts
out.
General comments
•
The General Secretariat is to be commended and
congratulated for their organization and insight.
•
Many people felt the conference was expensive. I
personally don’t think so – but if local people
could opt out of meals and just come to the
sessions – would that increase attendance? I
understand the reason why it is this way as it
builds community.
•
Great thanks to the wonderful music ministry we
had. To the few ladies that work diligently in
seeing that the snacks were prepared with love
and taste and always ready. And to the CCCC. I
appreciated to learn about our new way of the
Cursillo explained in more indepth and allowed
me to better understand the role of the leader. A
great weekend even despite Charlie’s many
mishps. It was great to see so many clergy
sharing our vision and dream. De colores to all. I
found it a privilege to be able to attend my first
CCCC conference.
•
I think the conference was just wonderful. I met a
lot of God’s beautiful people.
•
Thursday evening we heard shock and
consternation at the audacity of some
communities to adopt – restructure meditations.
From this I heard that the Cursillo method is not
the domain of the individual and the method
•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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needs to be respected. Yet (Sat) today these same
lips tell us “I’m supposed to pray this by myself
but I will pray it with you”. I hear “Do as I say,
not as I do” The liturgy belongs to the church –
not to individuals – not to be adapted to personal
whim. I found lack of respect both for the
liturgy/eucharist and church. Since he does not
walk the talk – does not practice what he
preaches – everything he says is coloured. I can’t
take him seriously.
As this was my first National conference I
enjoyed all aspects of it. .The accommodations
and meals were very good. Thanks for all the
work.
It was so wonderful to be back after a few years
being absent due to my work schedule. I was
delighted to see some old faces and meet some
new ones.
Everything seemed to come together for me on
this weekend. I was able to relax and really listen
to the talks and to be awed by the presence of the
Holy Spirit. His presence was palpable at times. I
usually feel His presence as a cool breeze. At
times this weekend, that breeze was truly a wind
that blew us all away. God bless you all and
many prayers and thanks for your time, love,
support.
I wanted to tell you all what my bishop told me.
If you go in love with your heart open, you will
receive much more than you give. I certainly did!
Thank you all. De Colores.
Despite distance we had to travel to get here, this
has been a most enjoyable Conference. For once
there didn’t seem to be the undercurrents of
politics and dissent. I still prefer the previous
timing of September. The 3rd weekend in June is
awkward for many people….graduations and
end of school year functions for those involved in
schools and parish activities.
Host community was very welcoming and made
me feel a part of their family. I still do not like the
time of the Conference. I feel the Fall is a better
time.
Reactions around me suggest a lot of people were
gladly surprised by the amount we were fed
spiritually.
Perhaps the orientation of this annual gathering
should be better explained and communicated to
all regional Movements. More participation may
occur if this venue was not understood only as
“another Conference”. The context of “renewal”
and “pilgrimage” might be more receptive.
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OVERVIEW
SETTING THE THEME
At last year’s Conference, 2003, we focused on the
Third Day.1 The theme of the 2004 Conference will
again focus on the actual Cursillo weekend, and will
explore further the message of the Rollos, the role of
the leaders, and the goal that the weekend attempts to
achieve.
A workshop was given at the 2003 Western Region
Conference developed by some of those who had
been part of the team that worked on the translation
from Spanish, of the Mallorcan Rollo outlines. The
workshop was based on a series of talks that are given
a month or so after the Cursillo weekend in Mallorca
and to which the ‘bright lights’ among the candidates
are invited. It is focused towards those candidates
who seem to have really grasped something. The
outline for the workshop is given in Structure of Ideas
and its intent is to provide the means to go deeper
into the Rollos from the weekend, to explain further
what their message is and to reinforce the message
that the candidates got from the weekend. CCCC is
planning on having this workshop available to the
diocesan Movements but it is also a good platform on
which to base the Conference.
Our primary task in the past two years has been to
look at the Rollos of the Third Day because it is the
message of that day which has become the most
distorted, or off track. But we also need to look at the
whole weekend, to understand why we even hold
weekends and to understand that the Rollos contain
the whole essence of the Cursillo Movement.
Unfortunately, many Movements are still weekend
oriented and there are many who don’t quite grasp
the connection between the message of the Rollos and
what we are called to live. It is as if the Rollos are
something just for the weekend. No doubt, this stems
from the fact that because we don’t understand the
purpose or the message precisely enough, the Rollos
given are weak or off -focus.
After having looked at the Third Day, and the very
positive response that was received regarding this
message, we felt the need to continue looking at the
actual weekend itself because that is where the
message of the whole Movement is first given. We
now need to look at the next stage.

1 Christianity in Action —The Why of the Weekend. Booklet available
from CCCC Resource Centre.
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DEVELOPMENT OF THE THEME:
Sylvia MacKinnon
Each year Cursillo Leaders from across Canada come
together in a Spirit of Friendship, and for some of us,
these conferences are like a Cursillo for Cursillistas.
Perhaps we find this because of the flow of the
weekend, we hear talks, engage in discussion, and
have the opportunity to share our thoughts with the
larger group. Then again, it could well be because we
ask everyone to set aside what he/she knows, or
think they know about Cursillo, for this weekend.
As most of you know, CCCC has been on a journey
back to the roots of the Cursillo for the past 12 years.
We have been, and are, diligently focusing on the
Foundational Charism of the Cursillo:what it was
originally meant to be, what the thinking and method
behind the message was then, and still is today, and
why the weekend was set out in the manner it is.
The new manual of outlines translated from the
original Mallorcan outlines was introduced at the
2003 conference. We looked at the connection
between the weekend meditations and the Rollos of
each day as well as the change that occurs in the focus
of a Rollo when the name is changed. The response
we have received has been, for the most part, very
positive.
A point of interest here is the comments we have
heard about these Mallorcan outlines being too brief,
making it difficult to write a Rollo from them.
Someone said the following, “These outlines are only
a framework on which the Rollista hangs his/her life
as a Cursillista living the Fourth Day” In other words,
you can not validly give a Rollo if you are not living
it’s message in your Fourth Day.
Another comment is directed at the lack of reference
to Scripture and encyclical quotes in these outlines.
Very few of us quote Scripture and encyclicals in our
daily conversations. If you are a person who is very
familiar with Scripture, and references to certain
passages, this will come naturally in writing a Rollo.
But for those of us who are not so familiar with

quoting Scripture, trying to make a certain
passage ‘fit’ our lives is burdensome and often
results in the message not ringing quite true.
So, just as you are asked at the beginning of the
Cursillo weekend, we ask that you not form an
opinion of this conference before the conference is
completed. We invite you to journey a while with us
as we share with you what we are learning from our
study and reflection.
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The Cursillo Weekend offers three encounters,the
encounter with self,with Jesus Christ and with each
other. It’s goal is to bring us all to a deeper
friendship with Jesus Christ.
As part of this Conference we are also going to reflect
on the meditations as they are intended to be given at
every Cursillo weekend but which, over time, have
been adapted or even discarded. The purpose of the
meditations is to listen to what God or Jesus is saying
to us by letting our minds and hearts be reached in
interior and exterior silence. God never shouts, He
whispers. The Holy Spirit will lead us into the truth
and friendship with God.
This ongoing study and reflection on the method, the
message, and the purpose of the Cursillo leads us to
the need to continue looking at where the message of
the whole movement is first given – the actual
weekend itself. From there comes the theme for this
conference:

The Why of the Weekend –To Be A
Pilgrim.
In Mallorca, a few weeks after the Cursillo weekend, a
series of talks are given to those among the
candidates considered to be the ‘bright lights’ – the
ones who are interested in learning more about the
Cursillo.

NUMBER 49/50

At last year’s Western Region Conference, a
workshop was developed by some of those who took
part in the translation of the Spanish outlines. The
outline for this workshop can be found in the book
Structure of Ideas, and is meant to provide a means to
go deeper into the weekend Rollos to further explain
what their message is, and to reinforce the message
the new Cursillistas heard on the weekend.
In the presentations at this conference, we will look at
the whole weekend in an attempt to understand why
we even hold weekends and, to understand that the
Rollos contain the whole essence of the Cursillo
Movement. Our aim is to help make the connection
between the message of the Rollos and what we are
called to live … A Pilgrimage back to the Father.
Presentations:
i. Know
Yourself,
the
Prodigal
Son
(Meditations)
ii. The Three Glances of Christ (Meditation)
iii. Learning to Live the Message—A Journey
Through the Weekend Rollos
….or How to Avoid Getting Stranded on
Gilligan’s Island
iv. The How and the Why
v. The Person of Christ (Meditation)
vi. Staying The Course
vii. Reaching the Goal—By Staying on Track
viii. Our Response— To Live the Fourth Day
ix. Jesus Speaks to the Cursillistas (Meditation)
x. The Job Ahead

The Job Ahead –2004
Sylvia MacKinnon
Good Morning!

De Colores!

Well, here we are near the end of another conference.
Perhaps this morning you are able to see a little more
clearly why I said on Friday morning that for some of
us, these conferences are like a Cursillo for
Cursillistas. If you can go back in your minds to the
Sunday on the weekend of your Cursillo, you may
recall the feeling of so much information bouncing
around in your head. I always feel this same way at
the end of conferences.
We asked you to approach this conference with an
open mind and we thank you for journeying with us
this weekend. It is important for me to remind you
here that CCCC is not an authoritative body. We do
not tell anyone what should be, must be, or has to be
done within their own movements. What we present
to you is merely a response to the perceived needs of
many diocesan movements. What you do with the
information is entirely the choice of your movements.

What we do ask is for you to bring back to your
movements what you have heard here this weekend.
It is only through the prayerful discernment of our
Canadian movements, and the sharing with us the
fruits of that discernment, is the CCCC able to serve
the Cursillistas of Canada to the best of it’s ability. We
need open lines of communication as we value your
input. Whatever comes to us via the Resource Centre
is brought to the OG for discernment. That doesn’t
mean we will automatically do what it is you suggest,
but we will look at it.
Our aim this weekend has been to share with you
what we, your Officers, have been discovering and
studying ourselves. Most of us here are long past the
time this deeper look at Cursillo is done in Mallorca.
But Eduardo is known to have said that we need to
assess ourselves because although we may be good at

7
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what we do, we can always be better – as persons as
well as Cursillistas.
We have looked a little more closely at the connection
between the daily meditations and the Rollos
presented for that day. I liken this connection to
baking. To produce a good cake, one must follow the
prescribed recipe. If I take out, or substitute one or
more of the ingredients, the end result may be good,
but it will not be what it was meant to be – not what I
had planned to produce when I chose the particular
recipe.
So it is with Cursillo. Our ongoing study and
reflection of the weekend itself has brought to light
the fact that our focus has been on the weekend, with
little understanding of why we even hold a weekend.
We are more like the tourists mentioned in the talks
this weekend. We hold weekends as if they are events
that begin and end. Our responsibility, our call, is to
allow the weekend to be a first step in joining the
Pilgrimage back to the Father.
God trust us, entrusts us, and is counting on us to be
the Good News in today’s world – in our own little
corners of the world.
All of us who are part of the leadership in our own
Cursillo communities have a responsibility to learn
and understand the message of each Rollo presented
on our Cursillo weekends. And we need to learn the
message to live it, not just to give it in a Rollo.
Remember Carlos mentioned “radar” yesterday? Well
not too long ago I heard someone say “We are being
watched – sometimes unfairly. We are being watched
to see how we live our witness”. People want to see
the Gospel in action. They want to see what it’s doing
in our lives to determine whether or not they want to
try it out for themselves.
Many people have heard me say I believe we say it
best when we say nothing at all. Our wordless
witness speaks louder than any words we could ever
use. Being on a Pilgrimage is not easy, nor is it meant
to be ‘easy’. Nothing we are handed on a silver platter
is ever appreciated as much as something we have
had to work for – something to which we have had to
make a commitment.
Cursillo is based on Friendship and in my life, the
friendship of Group Reunion provides a sort of batter
charge when I am feeling I can’t – or just don’t want
to – keep on going because it all seems too much. It’s
overwhelming. Jesus didn’t send the apostles out
alone, he sent them in twos – and none of us should
be trying to go it alone. I am a person who says “Here

8

NUMBER 49/50

I am Lord, open to do your will” every single day. But
I am also one of those people who wants the water
frozen before I step out of the boat of my comfort
zone, when I feel He is calling me to Report for Duty.
I would not have never accepted much of what the
Lord has called me to were it not for the friendship,
support, and love of the ladies in my Group Reunion.
They support me, help me stay focused, and pray for
me every step of the way as I strive to live out my
Fourth Day on this Pilgrimage. They remind me to go
with God even when I don’t feel ready. In Group I
have learned that sometimes I need to pray for a
change within myself rather than praying for
someone else to change.
The bottom line is the difference between
Involvement – being a tourist – and Commitment –
being a Pilgrim.
Being ‘involved’ means being available when it’s
convenient, or when one feels like it, or has the time
to be a part of something. Being ‘committed’ is
something else entirely – it’s saying ‘yes’ to God and
giving your all to putting yourself out there for Him.
Sometimes that commitment means staying home
with your family rather than being ‘busy’ with
outside things. We have to keep things in perspective,
and we are called by God first and foremost to those
who have been entrusted to our care.
This cross I wear is not the one I received on my
Cursillo weekend. This one is the fairly new Canadian
Cursillo cross. On the back are these words: “Christ is
counting on me”. If you are now wondering if what is
done on your weekends is different, the answer is no.
When the crosses are presented to our new
Cursillistas on our weekends, the words said are still
“Christ is counting on you” and our response is “And
I on Him”. Although I still have the cross I received in
1979, this cross reminds me that Christ is counting on
me to be His hands, His feet, His arms, His smile in
this life. For me, the change in that one word calls me
to remember I have a responsibility to strive to live
out the message of the Cursillo.
We are called to do our utmost, to make God the
center of our lives, always keeping the things of God
in focus.
Your Officers take that call seriously.
We are always ready to be of service in any way
possible.
De Colores
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THE QUESTION OF GRACE
On the evaluations from the recent Conference, someone raised the
following question. “I have a concern regarding the use of the words
Habitual and Actual Grace for the first two spiritual directors talks. This is
not the language we speak today. What words can we use?”
Fr. Syd Mifflen gave an explanation and it is repeated here for your
reflection.
What is typically called ‘habitual grace’ in the Cursillo literature is also
known as ‘sanctifying grace.’ It is said that when we are baptized we are
given a share in the life of Christ. It is difficult to say exactly what
constitutes that, but we call it grace. It is not so much a quantity (this
much or that much grace) as a quality—something that makes a difference
in who we are. Through grace we are incorporated into the Body of Christ.
When it is said that we ‘grow in grace,’ that means that the life of grace is
lived more intensely in us, not that there is a greater quantity of grace.
Sanctifying grace is, then, the life principle of a higher than natural
(supernatural) kind of life in us. It is intended to be permanent in us,
growing through the celebration of the sacraments, prayer and good
works, and is lost only through what is traditionally called ‘mortal’ sin. (It
is called mortal because it snuffs out the supernatural life in us.)
What is called ‘actual grace’ in the Cursillo literature is sometimes called
‘helping grace.’ It is the transitory help that we receive to do some
particular Christian act. Whenever one is called on to do something
specifically Christian, it is appropriate to ask God for help to do this. That
help is then ‘actual’ grace. It is also possible, of course, to ask God to give
the required help to another person who is trying to do something
specifically Christian—hence palanca—prayers and sacrifices offered in
order to ask God to help those who are now engaged in the Cursillo
weekend (or whatever Christian action one might be engaged in). So,
whereas habitual or sanctifying grace is a life principle, qualitative and
meant to be permanent, actual grace is a transitory help given for a specific
act or series of acts.

MATTERS
SP I RI TU AL

Suppose a Rollista is about to present his or her rollo, and starts with a
prayer to the Holy Spirit to help him/her to do it well. It is clear that what
one is asking for in this instance is actual grace. What is not so obvious is
that what prompts one to ask in the first place is the habitual or sanctifying
grace by which one lives the supernatural Christian life. If one were not
living this Christian life of sanctifying grace, one would likely not want to
give a rollo, let alone pray for help in giving it. The more intensely one
lives the life of (habitual, sanctifying) grace, the more likely one is to
engage in Christian action and to ask for the (actual, helping) grace to do
so.

Fr. Syd Mifflen, assistant Sp. Advisor to CCCC
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travel, mainly due to time, to attend weekend closings in parts of Newfoundland
other than St. John'
s. Also, to attend the yearly conferences held by Atlantic and
National cause a burden financially due to the cost of Air Travel. Having said
this, we always send representatives to the Atlantic conferences and try to attend
the National conferences.
Our Cursillo Movement in Newfoundland is vibrant and alive with weekly
ultreyas in St. John'
s and monthly ultreyas in the Burin area. At each ultreya, the
attendance is between 40 and 50. We presently have 15 group reunions and new
groups are being formed. A special mass to remember our 5th day Cursillistas
was held in November.
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A weekend in the Burin area added another 18 women to our Cursillo family.
Ot
t
awa,ThunderBay
,
We are presently planning 3 upcoming weekends - two for women and one for
Kor
ean,L
at
i
nAmer
i
c
an men. Team preparation is ongoing.
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Our newsletter team meets regularly and we print 4 newspapers yearly. Our

palanca director continues to keep friends informed of our prayers for their
Vanc
ouv
er
,Nel
s
on,
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i
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eGeor
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y
, weekends. We also met with our Archbishop and kept him up to date on our
activities and had him attend an ultreya.
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ennan,Kaml
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,
A committee looked at the possibilities of forming a leaders school and this will
Nat
i
v
eCur
s
i
l
l
o,Wi
nni
peg.
be ongoing.

A review of the new outlines for weekends took place and the new outlines were used with success over the past
year.
We in Newfoundland continue to pray for our National friends and ask that you continue to remember us in your
prayers.
Tom Hickey
Lay Director
St. John’s Cursillo Movement
.

TRI COUNTY CURSILLO
Tri County has had a fairly successful 2003. To begin with we had a selection committee discern and pray over
possible candidates for vacant secretariat positions. We have used this format for filling secretariat positions for the
last number of years and find it to be very rewarding and successful.
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building bridges from
coast to coast
The method is fairly straight forward. The secretariat
nominates a selection committee. This committee is
made up of active Cursillistas whom we feel have a
very good knowledge and understanding of the
Cursillo Movement. This committee is then given a
listing of Cursillistas and are asked to reflect, discern
and pray on who they think would make good
secretariat members. Then they approach those
people and ask them if they would serve on the
secretariat. Part of this process also involved the
creation of a fairly detailed list of ‘position
responsibilities’ so that the people being asked would
know for sure what they were agreeing to do. Our
secretariat has had the last two ‘selection’ years
carried out with this method and I find the members
are very willing and able to serve our Cursillo
community.
In July we had a family picnic. This was for all
Cursillistas and their family members. Many ears of
corn were eaten and then we had a great sing-song
and all who attended enjoyed the fellowship and
family sharing.

topics dealing with how this group could assist the
individual secretariats will be discussed and
developed.
We held a St. Patrick’s Day Meal & Concert as a fundraiser. This was our second year doing this and it is a
great evening. It consists of a hearty serving of Irish
Stew and oatcakes. This is followed by a great
exhibition of the many and great talents of our
Cursillistas. The music, singing and skits were
nothing short of spectacular. The Lord has so blessed
each of us and we are so thankful that the people He
blessed are so willing to share their wonderful gifts.
There are two (2) Ultreyas in Tri County. The first
Tuesday of every month we gather at Our Lady Of
Lourdes in Stellarton and the last Tuesday of each
month we gather at St. Ninian’s Place in Antigonish.
Both these Ultreyas start at 7:30 PM. If anyone is ever
in the area, we will be very pleased and happy if you
would drop by for a visit.
De Colores;

We have also had a Women’s and Men’s weekend
during 2003. We are very blessed in our secretariat as
we seem to have lots of women to attend weekends,
but we struggle getting candidates for the men’s
weekend. However last year, the Lord blessed the
men’s weekend as well with an abundant number of
candidates. We have also planned weekends for the
fall with team selection and meetings underway.

Mike Dickson,
Table of St. Jude…

We had a very nice Advent Day of Reflection last
November. We had reflections given for each of the
Sundays of Advent.
The reflections were then
followed by discussions and all who attended
indicated it was a very nice day and really helped to
center ‘Christ in Christmas’ for each of them.

Activities in chronological order:

Tri County Secretariat is one of three (3) secretariats
in the Antigonish Diocese. That being the case, some
years ago there was an Antigonish Diocesan
Secretariat formed. This secretariat is made up of the
Lay Directors and at least one other member from
each secretariat along with Spiritual Directors and
anyone else who would care to join us. Over the last
while this secretariat has not been active, so this past
winter we resurrected the diocesan secretariat and we
have planned follow up meetings where various

QUEBEC
HISPANIC CURSILLO MOVEMENT
MONTREAL

One of the most important tasks for the conservation
and fidelity of the Movement to the Foundational
Charism, was the work carried out in the
development of the Rollo manual for the Hispanic
Cursillos, in which representatives of the dioceses
participated where the movement has secretariats.
June 28th and 29th in Kitchener, Ontario we held the
first meeting of the committee to work on the of the
Cursillo Weekend Rollos and November 29th and 30th
2003, we continued with the second meeting on the
Rollos in Toronto, with the participation of
Cursillistas of all the diocesan Movements.
January 10th 2004 in Kitchener, formation of
Committee of the V National Ultreya of the Hispanic
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MCC of Canada was chosen. There, representatives of
the CEN( National Executive Committee) participated
(Carlos Muñoz and Gladys Solórzano), forming 12
work committees.

MONTREAL ENGISH CURSILLO

February 13th 2004, in Montreal, the Rollo Committee
met, in order to give a general revision to what had
been done and to make the necessary corrections. All
the members of the CEN were present and members
of the committee from Montreal and Sherbrooke.

We feel that the Lord is leading us to slowly, but
surely, continue to implement suggestions put
forward by a great number of our community at our
Grand Ultreya last May.

February 29th 2004 we held a School of Leaders in
Sherbrooke, with the participation of the collaborator
of the CEN, Norma Ramírez, and members of the
community of Montreal. The topic that we worked on
was "School of Leaders".
The 12th and 13th of March 2004 we held a workshop
for Rectors in Kanawake, Quebec, with the
participation of Cursillistas from Montreal and
Toronto. In this workshop the topics of Leaders were
studied, Cursillo Weekend, preparation of the
Cursillo team, and Group Reunion. The objective was
to continue in the journey back to the source and the
Foundational Charism, to unify criteria and to
persevere in the work after the Cursillo Weekend. The
attendance in total was 27 Cursillistas.
We have been working in a permanent way as part of
the Executive Committee in the editing of the Rollos
manual, the manual for the team for the Cursillo
Weekend and the Rector's Manual, since it is very
important that all the communities have it and they
use it in their Cursillo Weekend, all this works
towards the unity that our movement needs.
March 24th 2004, in Kitchener we held the first
western Regional meeting with the participation of
the communities of Toronto, London, Kitchener and
Oakville. In this meeting they were important points
as: the unity of the Movement is this region, the
support between communities and the Cursillo
Weekend to be carried out in the communities of
London and Toronto.
Projects to carry out:

A strong Central Ultreya is now in place along with
several local Ultreyas.
We were graced with a women’s week-end in
November and men’s the following March. The very
powerful message of our God’s unconditional love
and understanding was felt throughout the thee days.
We were blessed with the presence of youth on both
week-ends, both in age and in spirit.
The journey continues as we, now an even larger
community know that we can count on each other’s
love and support.
A newly mandated Secretariat numbering eight
people continues to plan, working together, laughing
together and reaching out in service to the Lord in a
spirit of prayer and commitment
We look forward to our Leaders School that will start
again in the fall with a well-planned program that
addresses both the spiritual needs of our community
and the desire for greater knowledge and
understanding of our movement.
We have both a women’s and a men’s week-end
coming up in November and January and also look
forward to celebrating the 40th Anniversary of
Cursillo in Montreal.

De Colores!
Jacquie Charest

The news communities of Guelph, New
Market, Windsor and Ottawa need all our
support to continue persevering and
growing.

Co- Lay Director

•

To continue supporting the work of the
Schools of Leaders in the communities that
still don't have them.

HAMILTON

•

Intend to have Ultreyas and Regional School
of Leaders in a regular fashion.

•

To continue promoting the literature of the
MCC as a mean of formation for the
communities.

•
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Carlos Munoz
President, National Hispanic Cursillo Movement

ONTARIO

The following is a brief report of the status of the
Cursillo Movement in the Hamilton diocese.
Background Information:
The Hamilton Diocese covers a large geographical
territory that includes dense urban areas
e.g.
Kitchener/Waterloo, Hamilton and Burlington,
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concentrated m ainly in the southern area of the
diocese and extensive ruraltracts dotted with m any
sm all towns & villages like Kincardine, W alkerton
and Fergus.These areas are m ainly located in the
northern partsofthediocese.
The diocese is serviced by over 150 parishes and
m ission churches which are staffed by a declining
num berofdiocesan and orderpriests.
The Cursillo M ovem ent has been operating in the
dioceseforover35years.
StrategicFocusforTheM ovem entin Ham ilton:
To strengthen the 4th day segm ent of Cursillo by
establishing Ultreyas where num bers j
ustify their
creation and working to establish m ore group
reunionsin allareas.
To focus on Palanca as one of the m ore im portant
aspects ofour Cursillo m entality -we are a Palanca
people … instrum ents of the Holy Spirit and “
leaven” in our environm ents… . always and
everywhere.
To prom ote the sponsorship of young adults into
Cursillo as a way to provide new leadership and
infusearenewed energy.
To com pensate for the lack of a form al, ongoing
leaders school by providing alternate opportunities
for Cursillistas to grow spiritually and learn m ore
aboutthem ovem ent.
Secretariat Activities: The secretariat consists of 5
experienced Cursillistas and the Spiritual Advisor
with each supported by a working group of
additionalCursillistasasnecessary.Each m em berhas
specifically assigned responsibilitiesand reviewstheir
progress at m eetings, which
are
held
m onthly.M em bers also m eet once per year for 1-½
days (usually in the sum m er)to reflecton the year’s
successes and failures and set priorities for the
com ing season.
The secretariatactively supports the Ontario Region
(OCCC)as appropriate and works to renew Cursillo
in Ontario consistentwith guidelinesand inform ation
provided by theCCCC and others.
LeadersSchool:
Although we do notoperate a form alleaders school
we did offertwo SpiritualCom panioning workshops
given by SisterHarrietSchnurrSSND.The goalwas
to provide individuals with im proved skills to listen
and provide spiritualsupportto othersasthey work
to “bring that friend to Christ” as well as while
serving on team s or facilitating Ultreyas. Over 50
Cursillistasattended theseone-day workshops.
W e are planning a third Com panioning W orkshop in
thefall,aswellasafollow-up Discernm entW orkshop
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in the com ing year for those who attended the
Com panioning W orkshops.W ehavebeen attem pting
to train leadersto facilitateultreyasand weekendsby
trying to focus m ore on the “why” rather than the
“how”.
Cursillo’sFourth Day:
There are currently 12 Ultreyasoperating throughout
theHam ilton Diocese.Threeofthesewereestablished
over the past year. The plan is to work towards
initiating two additionalUltreyasin the com ing year
foratotalof14.
M ostUltreyasare sm all(10-20 individuals)and m eet
weekly or twice per m onth. Considerable effort is
focused on m oving new Cursillistas into a group
reunion asquickly aspossible to reducethehigh rate
of attrition experienced in the past. Groups are
encouraged to facilitate the Ultreya as a “group
reunion action”and sharetheresponsibility.
Potential candidates are encouraged to attend
Ultreyasbeforethey m aketheirweekend.Thisclearly
establishes the im portance of the 4th day to them ,
introduces them to their “hom e” com m unity and
helps to strengthen their understanding of the
m ovem ent as som ething m ore than a weekend
experience.
W e schedule atleast1 Grand Ultreya peryear(open
to allCursillistas)aswellasaoneday AdventRetreat
(open to Cursillistas,potentialcandidates and those
interested in them ovem ent).Theseand sim ilarevents
are hosted by variousUltreyasand m ove throughout
thediocese.
Cursillo W eekends:
Overthepast12m onths,thedioceseheld 3weekends
and welcom ed approxim ately 69 candidates. Two
were wom en’s weekends and one was a m en’s
weekend.
Team sconsistofabout16totalm em bersand m eetfor
up to 10 sessions ofform ation as talks are prepared.
W e continue to use the talk outlines available from
the USA but have slowly aligned m any other
elem ents of the weekend with founding charism s.
Ourgoalisto considerthenew talk outlinesfor2005.
W henever possible Rectoras/Rectors are invited to
attend a secretariatm eeting for a discussion ofany
concerns and a review of secretariat expectations
before the preparation is launched. Team s are
“com m issioned” by a m em ber of the secretariat at
theirfirstteam m eeting.
W e have used a “prayer wheel” to schedule
continuous 24-hour palanca by the outside
com m unity throughout the entire weekend. W e
encourage generalpalanca forthe weekend and only
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provide candidates with letters from their
sponsors.ther personal palanca is given to them as
they depart.
We continue to remove non-essential features from
our weekends e.g. selling books, agape meals and
outside mananitas (the team does the wakeup) but
have yet to tackle other issues
It has been a challenging year, trying to strengthen
the charism of Cursillo in our diocese as well as
updating all manuals and forms. As in any
organization we have faced many obstacles but by the
power of the Holy Spirit we survived and have been
able to push forward.
Communications:
This is a new responsibility for our Secretariat and it
is our goal to improve communications within the
Hamilton diocese with all Cursillistas.
We have a newsletter team who produce a quarterly
newsletter to announce all upcoming events, supply
information for upcoming weekends, workshops,
conferences and so on.
We also issue an electronic Communiqué, (e-mail),
which gives us immediate contact with all Ultreyas
and other leaders for palanca requests, summarized
minutes of all secretariat meetings and other
important, time sensitive information. These
publications allow us to keep in touch with all
Spiritual Directors, Ultreyas and Cursillistas
particularly where we have interested individuals but
no ultreyas or groups.
A Cursillo brochure is used to promote Cursillo and
these are available in our parishes as well as at all
Ultreyas. We also provide bulletin inserts for all
parish bulletins through the chancery office twice per
year.
It is our hope that with our web page, parish bulletin
announcements and these other forms of
communication, we are making it easier for
Cursillistas to follow through with their 4th day.
Cursillo Movement of the Diocese of Hamilton
Submitted for the secretariat
Remo del Col, Lay Director

TORONTO
The members of the Secretariat for the Archdiocese of
Toronto:
Spiritual Director –Fr. Terry McKenna
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Lay Director –Lorrie French
Cursillo Weekends –Gord Tardif
Pre-Cursillo –Mary Thompson
Post-Cursillo –Debbie Tardif
School of Leaders –Nicole Murphy
Spanish Liaison –Sylvia Acevedo
Attendees: approx. 30 - 35 people each semester
There are two 8 week semesters per year: one, in fall
and one in mid winter to spring
Spiritual Formation Talks: Fall 2003 –“Rosarium
Virginis Mariae”–Apostolic Letter–Pope John Paul II
Winter/Spring 2004 –“Ecclesia de Eucharistia” –
Encyclical Letter –Pope John Paul II
Lay Formation Talks
Fall 2003 –A New Pastoral Response –Fundamental
Ideas of the Cursillo Movement
Winter/Spring 2004 - Essence and Purpose of the
Cursillo Movement –Fundamental Ideas of the
Cursillo Movement
Pre-Cursillo
Focus on Sponsorship – Friendship/Information
Nights occur on a continual basis throughout the
Archdiocese. Ultreyas take responsibility for all new
Cursillistas coming into their Ultreya and to give as
much assistance as possible in helping them
participate in a permanent Group Reunion.
Post-Cursillo
Regular communications to Ultreyas after each
Secretariat Meeting. Following Cursillo Weekends,
friendship evening in each of the Ultreya
communities. Continued effort to form Ultreya teams.
Cursillo
2 sets of weekends over past year
Palanca
Once again had to invite a new Palanca person which
as been difficult receiving and sending Palanca, hope
to be back on track next month.
OCCC
Hosted by Toronto at Consolata Missionaries Centre –
sharing of information & friendship so that we can be
of help to each other.
Catholic Symposium for the Laity –June 19, 2004 –
Metro Convention Centre
Symposium for the Lay Movements and
Groups(postponed in 2003 due to the Sars) new date
June 19, 2004. The speakers included His Eminence
James Francis Cardinal Stafford, President of the
Pontifical Council for the Laity speaking on
“Charismatic and Institutional Elements in the
Church” and Professor Donna Lynn Orsuto,
Gregorian
University,
Rome,
speaking
on
“Evangelization and Lay Movements, their
involvement in the Life of the Diocese, the Parish, the
Family, and the Workplace”.
40th Anniversary of the Cursillo Movement in Canada
–September 26 & 27, 2003
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A great celebration attended by approx. 300 people.
Cardinal Ambrozic & Bishop Grecco celebrated Mass.
Each Linguistic Cursillo participated: English, French,
Spanish, Korean, Hungarian, Vietnamese.
Korean Cursillo Community provided the Church &
Hall and worked extremely hard to make the
celebration a success.
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month gatherings were held in March, April and May
(third Tuesday) at St. Anthony’s Parish to discuss
relevant topics: Foundational Charism, Friendship in
the Cursillo Movement, and the Three Encounters of
Cursillo. A finale friendship meal will be celebrated
before summer in June.

Cursillo W eekend

WESTERN
EDMONTON
After a five year sabbatical, the Edmonton
Archdiocesan Cursillo Movement is making a new
beginning. Since February, 2003, a School of Leaders
has been in operation, studying the Mallorca Rollo
outlines. In November 2003, a new secretariat was
elected, and the decision was made to work towards
presenting Cursillo weekends in the fall of 2004
according to the original vision. To that end, we held
a workshop on March 21st, 2004, to orient the larger
Edmonton Cursillo community to Cursillo’s original
vision as studied by the School of Leaders. The
workshop focussed on how to enable candidates to
experience the three encounters with fewer
distractions from the message of Cursillo. In April,
we were invited to present “What is Cursillo?” to an
RCIA group in Sherwood Park, and were met with
interest and enthusiasm.
Even during our sabbatical period, we have been
holding Ultreyas on the last Wednesday of each
month, and group reunions have continued to meet.
Our main challenge is that we are small in number,
and have few active members from whom to draw
teams for our weekends, which will be held
September 30th to October 3 for the Men, and October
28th to 31st for the Women. Please keep us in your
prayers as we continue to pray for all of you in your
endeavours to share the message of Cursillo.
De Colores!
Maria Kruszewski
Lay Director
Edmonton Archdiocesan Cursillo Movement

A women’s weekend was held in November 2003.
The ‘new’ manual and format guided the weekend in
all aspects. The team was small ( 10) and the weekend
was kept very simple in order to focus on the message
and the encounters without distraction. The Rollos
were all given from the suggested outlines. The
weekend experience was exceptional for candidates
and team alike and fostered a new understanding of
the flow of the fourth day out of the three days.

Spiritual Direction
Our appreciation goes to Bishop Frederick Henry of
the Diocese of Calgary for his support and
encouragement and to all the parishes that assist us
with communication. We are very appreciative of the
Spiritual Support we have received from Fr. Eulogio
Estaris ( St. Anthony’s), Deacon John Wu( Our Lady
of Perpetual Help), Sr. Mary Christine Ugobi ( Holy
Spirit) and Fr. David Smith from the Archdiocese of
Miami.

Other Cursillo
The Diocese of Calgary was represented at:
•
CCCC National Conference in New
Brunswick in June 2003
•
WCCC Conference in Vancouver in August
2003
•
US National Encounter in Cincinnati in July
2003
• 40th Anniversary celebration of the
Archdiocese of Toronto – Sept. 2003

Upcom ing:
•
•
•

CALGARY
Ultreya is held monthly at St. Mary’s Cathedral
on the first Thursday of the month at 7:30 PM.

•
•

Participation in regional and national events
Participation on the Western Catholic
Cursillo Council
Study of the Structure of Ideas and related
materials
Cursillo weekend planned for November 04
Focus on Palanca for the Cursillo Movement
Prepared byDiane Fisher ,4032815173,
dfisher@ccis-calgary.ab.ca

School ofLeaders

OMCC

Prayer and Study sessions were held weekly from
September to November, primarily reviewing the
‘new’ weekend outlines and in preparation for a
Cursillo Weekend in November. Additional once a

Organismo Mundial Cursillo de Cristiandad
(World Organization of Curisllo)
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At a recent ceremony held at the offices of the
Pontifical Council of the Laity in Vatican City, Rome,
Canonical Recognition of the World Organization of
the Cursillo Movement (OMCC) and promulgation of
its statute took place.
As host country of the NA/CG International Group,
(North American/Caribbean) Canada sent two
representatives of NA/CG, Carlos Munoz, NA/CG
coordinator and Sheelagh Winston. All the
international groups were represented, together with
the current OMCC executive, past presidents of
OMCC, the Italian national secretariat, and other
invited guests. Also present were Eduardo Bonnin, as
Founder of the Cursillo Movement, Jesus Valls,
president of the Cursillo Movement of Mallorca, and
Monsignor Stanislaw Rilko, President of the Pontifical
Council for the Laity.
The ceremony consisted of:

Reading and granting of the Decree of
Canonical Recognition of the World
Organization of the Cursillo Movement.

Address by the president of the OMCC.

Address by the president of the Pontifical
Council for the Laity

Address by Eduardo Bonnin
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A short statement sent by Fr. Sebastien Gaya,
who worked with Eduardo Bonnin some
time after the Cursillo Movement began, was
read to those present.
All those present were asked to sign the document
after which a short reception was held, followed by
lunch.


In the days since the ceremony, the OMCC has
requested that the International Groups and National
Secretariats, undertake a study of the decree and what
Canonical Recognition means and more specifically,
what it will mean to the Cursillo Movement at all
levels. The OMCC itself, in its monthly newsletters, is
addressing the different articles contained in the
decree sharing the results of their own reflections.
The CCCC Officers will continue to reflect on and
discuss the decree in the months to come. There are
some points for which clarification is needed and for
this they are pursuing through the appropriate
channels.
The Decree of Canonical Recognition can be found on
the CCCC website at www.cursillo-canada.org or
copies can be obtained through the Montreal
Resource Centre.

CANADIAN CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC CURSILLOS
SPIRITUAL ADVISOR’S REPORT
2003–2004
Introduction.
The main concern of any Christian, or a Cursillista, is
to live ones life as a Christian to the fullest. I am a
Christian and also a Cursillista. Proud to be both, but
more, I find satisfaction in the challenge it presents on
a daily basis. There is no vacation in this vocation and
this mission, and I am totally committed to achieving
my goal in both aspects of my self.
To be a National Spiritual Advisor to the Cursillo
Movement of Canada calls me to live the Gospel
message daily with the special colours of the Cursillo
purpose, method, and strategy. My first responsibility
in my role is to walk the talk and avoid asking of
others what I have not tried to live in my own life. For
me, this is sacred and corresponds to my dedication
the Truth and to Jesus Christ as my Way, my Truth,
and my Life. For the last year, I have tried to grow
more and more in a loving friendship with my God,
spending time in prayer, in study of the Word, and
incorporating the message into my attitudes, my
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behaviour, and the way I reach out to others. I made a
special commitment this year, to befriend the Holy
Spirit and give to Him the permission to lead me into
becoming more and more Christ-like. He called me to
be unconditional in my abandonment to Him. This
was hard for me because of my urge to control my
life, but I did it. It is one my personality traits that
once I commit myself, I never take it back. It works
even if it is hard at times. He takes me seriously and I
decided to take Him seriously too. Thanks be to God.
This is God’s will and I want to be faithful in living it.
This my first commitment to all Cursillistas, I will
stress my effort at doing it, this year.
1.My assessment of the Movement.
It gives me great spiritual pleasure to see that the
Foundational Charism is deepening in many diocesan
Movements. Jesus Christ is leading Cursillistas in the
way of the Gospel, discovering more and more that
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the Cursillo is a modern way of living and spreading
the message that God loves us. I am struck by the
dissemination of God’s love in many environments.
My amazement and awe comes from this blooming of
this gift of God in personal lives and Cursillo
communities. The Foundational Charism, once
studied and lived produces very good fruits for a
better world. The signs are there in the quality of the
lives of those who live God’s gift of Cursillo, also in
the zeal of many to bring Christ to wherever they are
through their smile, their help, and their spiritual
quality.
There is a growth in the Cursillo spirit in many areas
where there is a commitment to recapture the true
spirit of the origins. It works for them because they
trust the Holy Spirit to change their hearts and minds
as He did the Founder himself. There is a greater
interior peace in individuals and communities in the
Cursillo Movement, especially those who committed
themselves to living the Foundational Charism. Their
mission is to have a better understanding about what
they have to do in the name of Jesus Christ. It is
refreshing to me to see that they radiate a deep
interior peace to others whom they encounter. In
Canada, for many Cursillistas, the Founder’s saying:
"Cursillo has not yet been tried"is happily moving in
the right direction according to the initial dream. This
is my perception, I am overjoyed by this. But we are
still far away from the perfection of the dream
because of the resistance from many Cursillistas for
whatever reasons.
Let us pray that the Holy Spirit warms all hearts,
inspiring many to dare to study and live His gift of
the original Cursillo. May all diocesan Movements
progress more and more in studying and living the
Gospel message and their discovery of what is the
true gift of Cursillo. This hope is shared by all the
Officers of the national body.
I am very grateful to the Lord for the decision of the
Officers’ Group to have accepted my proposition of
an Assistant Spiritual Advisor in the person of Fr. Syd
Mifflen, from the Atlantic region. He is not a stranger
to me. His qualities of leadership, his dedication to
the Foundational Charism and to the Cursillo
Movement is a tremendous boost to the Movement
and to me. I see him as a personal gift of God’s love,
may it last for a long time. O Lord, give Fr Syd
ongoing good health and strength to achieve Your
mission, working together in a spirit of group
reunion. My personal thanks go to You, Lord, because
you are so good to me in this way.
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As my health is holding up, I can look forward to the
next year.
1. - I commit my self to pray more, be quiet with my
God and rest in His love;to let the Holy Spirit lead
me in a more abandoned way.
2. - To study the Gospel more, the Acts of the
Apostles ( the Gospel of the Holy Spirit), the
Foundational Charism of Cursillo. These are
important because they will affect my role as Spiritual
Advisor.
3. With my Assistant, to review our role as Spiritual
Advisors.
4. With my Assistant, get a better idea of the situation
of all our diocesan Spiritual Advisors and seek the
ways to be in touch and to help them in concrete
ways.
5. With my Assistant, to an in-depth study of the
issues of Lay Spiritual Advisors and their formation.
6. With my Assistant, assess the spiritual formation of
the Cursillo Movement of Canada.
Conclusion:
I am convinced that the spiritual leadership at the
national level is very important. What is needed are
saints. This was the dream for Cursillo at the origins.
Without this depth, we labour in vain! Otherwise we
are not worth the call and the challenge. Please all
pray for one another to become leaders of this quality.
De Colores!
Fr. Gaston Rioux o.m.i.,
National Spiritual Advisor.

All the presentations given at the 2004
C onferenc e in G rand e P rairie are
availab le in b ook let form from the
M ontreal R esou rc e C entre.

2. What about the goals and projects for 2004 - 2005?
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Witness
Daily we touch Him
y Name is Joe Bonvie. I made the 44th Men’s
Halifax Cursillo in 2003 and I sat at the table
of St. Peter’s Rockers.

M

God’s life. He no longer seemed like he was on a long
distance phone call , and I encountered Christ closer
than ever before.

I live in Lower Sackville with my 2 boys and my
wonderful wife of 15 years, Patricia. We are
Parishioners at St. Elizabeth Seton. I work as a
musician with the Canadian Forces Stadacona band,
and various other bands in the city. I have always felt
blessed to be given the opportunity to do something
you love so much for a living.

One of the first questions I was asked on the weekend
was “What occupies your time and your thoughts?”
Well, as I pointed out in my previous balancing act, it
wasn’t God. I was shown a new balancing act
consisting of Piety, Study, and Action.

There is a saying among working musicians as far as
practicing your instrument goes: You are always
either getting better or worse, you never stay the
same. Even if you feel that you are staying the same,
with out practice, you get worse. Last year it dawned
on me that the same could be said as far as a spiritual
life goes. I had a long look at myself, and I realized
that I hadn’t made too many efforts to improve this
aspect of my life. Most of my spare time was spent in
self-indulgences, or selfish pursuits. I also spent a lot
of time worrying about things that were completely
out of my hands. As far as my relationship with
Christ, It was reduced to an “Our Father” in the car
on the way to work while I tried to navigate traffic
and plan out the day. I had moved further away from
God than I thought. Just the cares and duties of
everyday life seem to drown out God, much like the
seed that fell into the weeds. Indeed, I wasn’t getting
better. I was getting worse.
The weekend that I was a Candidate on opened my
eyes to so many things. The biggest one was that I
was trying to find balance by partitioning God as just
another part of my life. I had family here, music and
work over there, physical fitness and exercise here,
fun close to the top, and God wedged somewhere in
here. Nice balance right? The problem was I was the
one who came up with the formula, not God. When
we are told to seek first the Kingdom of Heaven there
is a reason for that. All peace and balance has to come
through Him and by him. I remember a monk from
the former Nova Nada Monastery talking about why
they live in the middle of the woods. He said “God is
so large that we can’t fit him into our lives. We have
to go to a silent place and fit into His”. So much for
me trying to compartmentalize Him. No wonder that
wasn’t working. On that weekend I let myself fit into
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In being called to live a life of piety, I try to be more
conscious about how I am perceived by others and I
constantly have to ask, “Am I reflecting Christ in my
words and deeds?” It is a very hard thing to do and
more often than not, I come up short, but I refuse to
quit. I no longer see guilt as just an admission of
doing wrong. Rather, I now see it as a call to light,
and an area of my life to work on. I’m realizing that a
big part of piety is growth.
I dare say the study part of this balancing act seems to
be my favourite. The folks at Veritas books get the
same gleam in their eye as a new car salesman when
they see me coming. One common theme I get in my
pursuit of knowledge is that a relationship with God
was never meant to be static. In fact God’s first word
to Abram was, “Leave”. Even if you feel that you are
at a good place, that’s great, thank God, but we are
called to constantly go forward. In fact if we stayed
still, our “good place” would become stagnant. Our
Faith is a Journey and our God is an active participant
on that Journey. Study is a big part of my progressive
conversion, and one of the best ways I have found to
discern the will of God in my life.
With regards to apostolic action, whenever I have the
urge to turn away from someone, it’s usually then
that I feel the biggest tug on my heart. I used to be
better at walking past the folks looking for change on
Spring Garden Road. Now I’ll give them a coffee or a
muffin, and maybe even more important, a smile with
an acknowledgement that they are someone who is
valuable. I also feel called to take part in hands-on
situations, such as helping out in our parish youth
bottle drive, or giving a lift to a neighbour who could
use one. Little things yes, but as opposed to spending
my time trying to make myself happy, I find giving
yourself away to be a longer lasting high. These
actions come from a kindling desire to outwardly
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express my love and gratitude. I now look at things
that used to be chores to me as an opportunity to give
a thank you back to God.
I can also look back now and recognize other times in
my life when God was reaching out to me. I wasn’t
actively pursuing him, and I surely didn’t recognize
the barriers in my life that prevented a closer
relationship. However, I believe he never stopped
trying. When I was in my very early twenties, this
was brought home to me. I was on the road with a
rock band, and woke up Sunday morning in a small
New Brunswick town after a night of excess. It was a
cloudy spring morning, but I got up and went for a
walk to clear my head. I came upon the local Catholic
church. I went in and I was about a half hour early for
mass. Just as well, the quiet and the solitude were
very welcome that morning. I looked up at the
beautiful stained glass window that was beside me.
On it was a picture of Jesus holding on to a lost sheep
on his shoulders. I didn’t notice this before I sat
down, but the way I was feeling it was obvious to me
that this was my relationship with God. It also just
happened to be Good Shepherd Sunday. Another
coincidence. I stared at that window, and listened
about how the lost sheep was the shepherd’s biggest
concern and how he would never stop looking for
him. That morning stayed with me forever, and even
though I didn’t realize it at the time, I have been on
his shoulders ever since.
I believe a seed was planted since I started my fourth
day a year ago. It was no longer enough to have God
carry me. Filled with gratitude, I now had a desire to
get closer to God, and perhaps help with some of the
carrying for change. I’m not where I want to be yet,
hence the Journey. I also realize there is no such thing
as a one time Zap, just a path and a direction. I still do
stray from the path more times than I would like, but
each time I feel his gentle call to be light. I also don’t
get caught up in a cycle of guilt when I do stray.
Instead, I try to look at my life as the stock market:
Ups and downs are OK as long as the general

NUMBER 49/50

direction keeps heading up. Kind of like walking
upstairs with a yo-yo.
The truth is, with my new found direction, there just
doesn’t seem to be as much room for selfishness in
my life as there used to be. I also find meeting with
my brothers in our Group reunion a source of great
strength for me. Continuous Christian companionship
is essential on the Journey. To know you don’t have to
bear a load alone is a great comfort, even better if you
get the chance help someone else with their burden.
The Ultreyas are also a good boost for me.
Christianity was never meant to be a solo act. When
we come together, I go away feeling the spiritual sum
is so much greater than the parts. I always feel
something is missing when I can’t attend. I get a little
upset when a gig lands on a Wednesday and I’m
forced to take a pass.
I try to spend more time at personal prayer too. I’m
learning that we need prayer like we need food, water
or air. I find on the days that I set my clock early to
get up and pray do so much more for me than the
extra bit of sleep ever could. It also does my heart
good when my two boys ask to pray the rosary with
me. I never thought they would actually be
influenced by me doing something good! Hopefully
it will stay with them on their own journeys.
Lastly, I’ve come to have a better realization of
gratitude in my life. I don’t want as much, but I feel I
have so much more than I did. Things I overlooked or
took for granted, are now moving clearer in to view.
Near the top of that list would be the best friend I
ever had, who never stops praying for me, nor I for
her. I also don’t worry as much about the things that
are out of my hands anymore, I try to focus on what I
can take care of and leave the bigger things to God.
Everyday that I lose myself more to doing things
Gods way, I get closer to finding the balance that I
couldn’t create on my own.
De Colores

Last issue of Fully Alive for those
w ho have not sent their subscription
form for 20 0 4
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ESSAY
“ESSAY” is a column, that provides a vehicle in which the talks and reflections from Cursillo leaders around the country (and
abroad)can be shared with the larger audience. Hopefully these ‘essays’will provide the basis for further discussion. If anyone
cares to respond, please feel free to send your commentary to Fully Alive. W hile these essays are subject to editing for space,
clarity and subject, they do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the CCCC.

SP O NSO RSH IP
My name is Sandy Graves and I made the 28th Halifax
Women’s Cursillo in 1986. I sat at St. Anne’s table
and I believe we were known as Annie’s Orphans.
I have been asked to speak to you today about
sponsorship, and also briefly about our School of
Leaders.
For those of you who have just recently experienced a
Cursillo weekend, you might be feeling eager to
sponsor a candidate on the next weekend. As strange
as this sounds, and as much as we are trying to build
up the Cursillo community so that we might have
grace filled Christians who are in love with life, I am
here today to caution you about running out and
simply handing out application forms to your friends,
family, neighbours and co-workers.
In the book called “Structure of Ideas” which was
written by Eduardo Bonnin, the founder of Cursillo,
which was translated from Spanish to English and
therefore is somewhat interesting in its language, we
are told:
“… we shall find people who ‘should go’ to the
Cursillos,people who ‘can go’ to the Cursillos,and
people who ‘should not go’ to the Cursillos… .in
order to find out who will be the best we must love
them all,but love them intelligently,sounding their
capacity for awe.”
This book is based on some of the very original
thoughts that have gone into forming the Cursillo
method. I’ve often wondered why the materials I’ve
studied say that the Study of Environments rollo is
the one from which all the others take their direction.
When I went on to study more about sponsorship, I
began to understand a bit more about why this is so.
The original Study of Environment rollo was written
by
Eduardo,
and
it
tells
us
that
as
Cursillistas…actually as Christians….we are called to
BE Christians in the very environments in which we
find ourselves daily. And it is in these environments
that we may find other individuals that perhaps may
be among those who should go to Cursillo.
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It struck me as Doug and I had an old acquaintance
over for supper the other night what true sponsorship
is all about. It’s about friendship. True friendship.
It’s about believing that it is God, and not Sandy or
Doug or you, who will decide when the time is right
for someone to participate in a Cursillo weekend.
And that time may not coincide with the time that
WE think is right for that person.
This friend, who I knew through our parish choir,
shared with me the reasons that involve recent life
experiences that have caused him to leave the church
and said that he feels he has lost his faith. We were
talking about my belief that the truth is that God
never leaves us, but rather it is that we leave Him,
and then our friend asked me about Cursillo. A few
years ago, I would have been whipping out the
application form and getting him to sign on the
dotted line.
But in the past few years I’ve begun to understand
what is truly involved with sponsorship and with
being a Cursillista. As a Cursillista, I am a member of
a community of Christian friends. And for me, this
can’t be a shallow friendship. It must be a friendship
of the heart. And we know that the longest journey in
the world is from a person’s head to their heart. So it
has started to become clear to me that before I
sponsor someone on a Cursillo weekend, if I really
desire for them to become a part of the friendship
community, then the friendship has to be well
entrenched before I begin to walk them toward a
Cursillo weekend.
Sponsorship is a commitment. It involves the kind of
friendship that is deep and lasting, and Christ
centred. Sponsorship involves more than filling out
an application form, dropping the candidate off,
writing palanca and then being at the closing for them
to drive them home. It involves a walk that begins
long before we have weekends scheduled. It involves
walking and praying during the weekend. And most
importantly, it involves walking and continued
involvement long after …. long after the weekend is
over.
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It involves truly becoming a part of each other’s lives.
Now you don’t have to take it to the degree that Doug
and I did and get married … but you know, I have to
say that it was that connection of the heart and the
true friendship that developed between Doug and I,
that Christ centred friendship, that formed the basis
of our married relationship, and continues to be a
foundational part of our sacrament today.
I also stand here today though and tell you that I once
sponsored a woman that had a wonderful weekend,
and whom we never see here in this community.
When I think about her, I realize that I was riding on
the tide of the high of a Cursillo weekend when I
suggested Cursillo to her. I realize now that I didn’t
really know her. I didn’t take the kind of time that
Christ would have to look into her heart, and to
develop a relationship with her before suggesting
Cursillo.
She was one of the far away, and
unfortunately, I don’t even know where she is now in
this big old world. She may in fact remain one of
those ‘far away’. She doesn’t feel a part of this
community, and as her sponsor, I must take
responsibility for that. So I will continue to pray
about my old friend from the choir who asked me
about Cursillo the other night. I’ll talk to God about
him, and both Doug and I have plans to continue to
see him regularly. We’ll see where the journey takes
us together.
As a community, we have a responsibility that cannot
be taken lightly. We are called to love the world. We
have the solution to the problems of the world – the
love of Christ. And we have a responsibility to offer
that solution to the world. Part of that solution might
involve participating on a Cursillo weekend, but if we
are to be more than a weekend people…more than
just a community that puts on good weekends…then
we must walk, talk and breathe Christian friendship.
We must talk to God about our friends before we talk
to our friends about God. We must make a friend, be
a friend and then bring that friend to Christ. But after
we’ve brought that friend to Christ, we must continue
to be a friend.
It’s easy to love those that we already know, and
probably easier still to offer to walk with them on
their way to Cursillo. And it’s very tempting and
easy to look in some of our safer environments, such
as our parishes, and offer to walk with those who
may already have a strong faith life and be good
practicing Catholics.
It’s more challenging to do what Christ did. To get
out into the streets of our environments – or as
Eduardo calls them – the market places of our every
day lives – and look for those people who are far
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away from Christ. And not to say that the person that
you see at Mass every week can’t also be far away
from Christ. If we believe that Cursillo is based on a
life long commitment to a Christ centred friendship
with people, then we will commit to walking with
people, including and maybe especially those who are
far away, before, during and after the Cursillo
weekend. The Cursillo weekend is one stop on the
journey of Christian friendship, and the bonus is that
it does lead to a community.
It is entirely possible to form these kinds of
friendships during a Cursillo weekend. But as
humans, we are more likely to get caught up in the
safe feeling of the weekend, to leave on Sunday filled
with the good intentions of staying in touch with each
other, and then we return to the real world…our real
worlds. And soon enough, we fall out of touch with
each other.
This is where the incredible importance of group
reunion, Ultreya and sponsorship come together. If
we were all sponsoring people that were our friends,
then the new Cursillista, our friend, would be
walking out of the closing on Sunday directly into a
group reunion, because after all, a group reunion is a
group of friends who live and share their piety, study
and action.
And although Doug and I both belong to different
group reunions, every day I have the chance to group
with Doug. We often share our piety, study and
action … perhaps not using the formal format of
group reunion, but we share our joys, frustrations,
our challenges and our victories of living our lives as
Christians in our very real worlds. My group reunion
friends give me strength and we share our faith with
each other. Doug gives me strength and we share our
faith with each other.
So please pray carefully about your commitment to
sponsorship. We absolutely want you to sponsor
candidates – and we want those candidates to grow in
the knowledge that they have your love, Christ’s love
and the love of this community, and that we are all
committed to continuing to walk with them after the
weekend.
The School of Leaders is gathering regularly and
continuing to study this fascinating and inspired gift
that is Cursillo. This gift that is based on Christian
friendship.
Part of what we are coming to
understand is that no one person can do it all, nor
does any one person have to do it all. So although
you are called to a strong commitment as a sponsor,
so are those that agree to serve on teams, and those of
us who are called to pray for the success of the
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Cursillo weekends. We are also called to make
friends, be friends and to continue to walk with those
friends as they encounter Christ in their daily lives.
We are working through the School of Leaders to help
team members embrace the extension of their
commitment to new Cursillistas beyond just the three
days and into the fourth.
The intention of this presentation was to ask each of
us to reach down deeply into our hearts, and to make
the commitment to be fishers of men. And to
paraphrase from the book Structure of Ideas, this
means doing it as fisherman do. It’s not about
catching a bunch of fish in one net, but rather fishing
as a team, and practicing deep-sea fishing. If you
think about the different kinds of fishing there are ~
you can stay on the shore and catch the easy ones or
you can travel far out in a boat ~ putting yourself in
the fish’s environment, and practice deep-sea fishing.
You might only catch one, after much work, but that
one will be long lasting.
So do go out and be fishers of men…and women.
Please continue the commitment that you have made
to this friendship, to this Christ centred community.
Continue to come back to the well of group reunion
and Ultreya to gain the strength you need to go deepsea fishing. And join the School of Leaders gathering
to help us continue to learn more about this amazing
gift we’ve all been given in the Cursillo method. Just
the other night someone compared our School of
Leaders to a school of fish, and given that we’re on a
fish theme here, it seems quite appropriate to share
that with you. The School of Leaders is not a group of
wise elders from the Cursillo community who gather
to make decisions about what “should” or “should
not” happen in Cursillo. It is a group of Cursillistas
who gather together to study and investigate and
learn together … just like a school of fish. And we are
all equals in that group because we have all
experienced Cursillo, so we all have our experience to
draw upon. And we continue to be equals because
we are all being called to live out our piety, study and
action in our daily life. In the School of Leaders we
gather to learn more about the Cursillo method, and
to prayerfully develop as leaders. Not leaders in a
power sense of the word, but leaders in the teaching
and sharing sense of the word. We teach each other.
We study together. And then we share what we’ve
learned. We struggle to describe what School of
Leaders is and I think I’ve come to realize that it’s
much like trying to describe a Cursillo. Only you can
understand what Cursillo is because it’s your lived
experience.
We need that lived experience to
contribute to the discussions and study that we carry
out within our School of Leaders. I hope that you will
consider sharing yourself with our community
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through the School of Leaders gatherings. I have to
tell you that it was largely through the School that I
began to understand the importance of sponsorship,
of group reunion and of Ultreya. I learned the
difference between involvement and commitment,
and I learned that I didn’t just “join” Cursillo ~ I
made a commitment to living my life as a child of
God and to using the Cursillo method of piety, study
and action to carry His word to my brothers and
sisters.
I’d like to leave you with a reflection from the
Women’s Devotional Bible, written by a woman
named Luci Swindall (p 1301). (Women’s Devotional
Bible reflection).
Decolores!

With a damaged self one
c
annot love.
I
n or
derto find God j
ust
as He is,it is nec
essar
y
to p
r
esent our
selves,j
ust
as we ar
e.
The Chr
istian thing is
the c
onver
genc
e of the
vital with the ssensib
ensible.
.
The best wayto r
ender
wor
shipto God,is simp
ly
to be hap
p
y.
Fr
om the IConver
sations of Cala
Figuer
a,August 1994
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Manna
Teachings From Our
Cat
hol
ic Herit
age

M.M

Editor’s Note:
M anna is an independent publication produced originally for inclusion in the bulletin of ST. THOM AS à
BECKET parish, and reproduced herein with permission. Anyone wishing to contact the author may do so through the National
Cursillo Offices. Please address inquiries to M ANNA, c/o National Cursillo Resource Centre, 7400 Blvd St. Laurent, Suite 614,
M ontreal, QC. H2R 2Y1

Corpus Christi – The Body of Christ.
There is hardly a Catholic to be found that does not
know that when the priest and the community call
down the Spirit of God upon the gifts of bread and
wine, then the Real Presence of Christ is among us.
But not many of us realize that we too (the
congregation) are also the Body of Christ, that Christ
is also present in the proclaimed Word from the
pulpit, in the presiding priest and finally the action of
the Eucharist itself.

Are we prepared to enter into the mystery that
Eucharist is? I use the word mystery in the sense that
it is not a mystery to be solved (although we all need
to better understand its significance) but something of
such depth that we can only enter and worship.
“Deep calls to deep” (Psalm 42:8) and the depth of
Christ’s love for us calls to the depths of each heart.
This also is Eucharist and it is to found in God’s Word
to us and in each other.

We were all reminded of these five ways that Christ is
present in the Vatican II document called The
Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy. It is always amazing
to me that these wonderful truths are not better
known than they are. In fact the first time I ever
heard it taught from the pulpit was only a few weeks
ago from one of our priests. Halleluia!

The actual name of the feast day is The Solemnity of the
Body and Blood of Christ, but the old Latin name of
Corpus Christi is frequently still used. It originated in
the 12th century and, as I wrote in an earlier MANNA,
came into being as fewer and fewer people received
communion. There grew up an emphasis on the sight
of the consecrated bread instead of on a fuller
meaning of Eucharist as a celebratory meal to be
eaten.

Up until the moment this revelation was articulated
by the council, some forty years ago, in the popular
belief what was emphasized was only the sacred
species on the altar. I remember, as a youth, my local
congregation being horrified when, at the distribution
of communion, a host was dropped on the floor.
Everything came to a halt, a circle was formed around
the host, the priest picked it up and consumed it
himself and the area was sprinkled with holy water.
The reverence shown was wonderful.
Now that the definition of The Body of Christ has
been expanded to the Word of God (in the readings)
and to Us, (the congregation) the question begs to be
asked if we are prepared to extend that same
reverence to each other, (the congregation), and the
Scriptures? I once saw a Bible being used as a
doorstop, something we would NEVER allow to
happen to the consecrated bread would we? NOR
SHOULD WE!!

By the 14th century Corpus Christi processions had
been adopted by most countries. Carrying the
consecrated host meant that a proper receptacle had
to be used and “M onstrances” came into being. The
host was placed in a glass “lunette” in the center of
the monstrance and the procession wound through
streets, and in some countries (Germany) into the
fields to bless the crops. There were outdoor altars
where the procession stopped to recite prayers,
(similar to the Way of the Cross), and the celebration
often incorporated pageants and sacred dramas.
These dramas (along with church banners and stained
glass windows) were often some of the ways an
illiterate catholic population came to know of the life
of Christ.
On the Friday following the feast of Corpus Christi
we celebrate the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart. This
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feast honours Jesus for the love symbolized by his
heart.
This devotion began with the mystics in the 13th and
14th centuries and was further promoted by the Jesuits
in the 17th century. It is always associated with St
Margaret Mary Alacoque and the special graces that
promised a peaceful death to those who received
Eucharist on the first Friday of (9) consecutive
months.

FROM
OUR
READERS

Please forward comments to Fully Alive
C/o CCCC Resource Centre.

It’s a great newsletter! Thank you to those who create
the pieces of news and articles and to those that
reproduce it.
Ron Storozuk, Winnipeg
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It became a feast day of the Church in 1856 and in
1899 Pope Leo Xlll consecrated the world to the Most
Sacred Heart of Jesus.
(I had hoped to get this edition of MANNA into the
bulletin in time for Trinity Sunday, but the “best laid
plans of mice and men etc” (actually the garden
called!), but I thought the homily did a better job than
I could have. But I would have ended the piece by
telling you that one of the symbols used for the
Trinity is to be found on the Great Seal of the United
States and is also on the one-dollar bill of that
country. It is a triangle with rays emanating with a
big eye in the middle).

Our family owned a cottage in Ontario for many
years so I have felt a bit of your national pride in the
history of Canada. Fr. Cox used to visit us during the
summer months while the family was recreating. I
don’t know if you have met him but I am sure he is
one of a kind.
Fr. Cox made the first Cursillo in Montreal in the fall
of 1964 and we have been close friends ever since. He
visited us in Michigan and also in Florida where we
moved in 1974. We have been the recipients of many
of his prayers over the forty years we have been
connected.
So, once again, thank you for your quick response in
sending me the back issues. Also please find a check
that hopefully covers some of the expense in
producing such a marvellous paper.
De colores always in the love of Jesus

Thank you so much for sending so many of the back
copies of Fully Alive. They are well written and
enjoyable to read.

Tom Umlauf,
Gainesville, Florida.

It seems such a long time ago that I had the privilege
of participating in the first couple of Cursillos for the
Montreal area. Perhaps I mentioned to you that I had
been on the team that put on Cursillo number 1 in the
Toronto diocese on the week-end of John Kennedy’s
assassination in November 1963.

I enjoy the Witnesses — they are encouraging and
inspiring to see where people are after their 4th Day.
In Conversation with Eduardo Bonnin — always
learning new facts about Cursillo. I also like Jester’s
Corner.

So the Canadian Cursillo Movement certainly means
a great deal to me. These issues of FULLY ALIVE
bring a song to my heart seeing the development of
this ‘little course in Christianity’ in Canada.

Joe/Marie LeRue
Halifax
Please forgive the absence of Jester’s Corner for this issue
only. Editor

24

VOLUME 8 ISSUE 1-2

SPRING/SUMMER 2004

You Asked
Us… … ?
Q.

In my 26 years as a Cursillista, the only
changes to the weekend are the Agape supper and
revealing of the team members. I don’t quite
understand when you talk about “Back to
Basics”…what has changed other than this? The talks
are totally based on the grey Leaders’ manual
sometimes word for word…which is not from the
heart, except for the personal examples.
Chester/Kay Muise, Yarmouth

R.

Unfortunately, over the years, many
adaptations and variations have crept into the content
of the Rollos, and indeed, certain activities on the
Cursillo weekend. You mention the Agape supper,
but it isn’t clear if this is something that has been
added or taken out of the Cursillo that you are
familiar with, but this does typify what has
happened. Nowhere in the original Cursillo is there
anything resembling an Agape supper, and in fact, it
is unknown in most places in Canada. Also, in the
original Cursillos, the team was always visible
because the major part of their job on the weekend is
to be Leaders, which is pretty hard to do if one has to
remain anonymous. They are there to assist and to
facilitate the candidates to make the three encounters,
to know when to stand back and to know when to
encourage and support; never to dominate.
In 1992, the Canadian Conference of Catholic
Cursillos invited the Founder, Eduardo Bonnin, to
speak at the National Encounter and it was at this
Encounter that Canadian leaders began to hear that
the Cursillo that we knew in Canada had somehow
drifted off course. From this Encounter, the CCCC
began its journey back to the origins, to attempt to
recapture the true essence and purpose of all aspects
of the Movement, ‘Back to Basics’, if you like.
The grey manual to which you refer was the
Canadian version of the Leaders’ manual published
in the United States, which itself contained revised
and adapted outlines of the weekend Rollos. These
did not always reflect the authentic message that the
weekend Cursillo attempts to convey. However, this
was the only literature available in Canada, so we got
started off on the wrong foot as it were. These
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manuals are no longer available. Since making
contact with Eduardo and the Mallorca School of
Leaders, the Cursillo Movement in Canada has
gradually been making the shift back to the origins,
trying to bring the Canadian Movement into line with
the Foundational Charism. This journey has been an
ongoing endeavour since 1992 and what you now
refer to as ‘Back to Basics’ has become the commonly
used phrase when introducing Canadian Cursillistas
to the actual Rollos today, and since the first Cursillo,
as used in Mallorca, Spain, the land of its birth.
The CCCC has spent many years studying the
Foundational Charism and has used the annual
conferences as the vehicle to do this. The past three
annual conferences have taken the logical step of
addressing the message given on the Cursillo
weekends, presenting the authentic Rollos to the
participants and asking them to study and think
about how the message they present differs from that
which is commonly given at Canadian weekends. The
majority of the Rollos that we have been using, do, for
the most part, contain the true message but it is
necessary for the Rollista to understand what the
Rollo is meant to convey, rather than simply ‘writing
a talk’ from an outline which often has little relevance
to the way in which they live their lives as
Cursillistas. Some of the Rollo outlines, especially
those of the Third Day, have really lost their true
focus and it is these Rollos that are meant to give the
vital message that leads the candidates from the
Three Days into the Fourth Day.
The outlines from Mallorca and those which are being
referred to when using the term ‘Back to Basics’ are
much simpler and clearer than those in the grey
manual and from the feedback that is received from
those Movements which are now using them, they
result in Rollos which convey a very clear and simple
message, both to candidates and team alike. These
outlines are verified translations from the Mallorca
outlines and each one has been carefully scrutinized
in one-on-one collaboration with the Mallorcan
leaders.
There is detailed explanation of the changes in the
new Rollo Outlines manual and also in the booklets
containing the presentations from both the 2003 and
3004 Conferences, where the Rollos and the
differences between the original and those commonly
in use in Canada were studied. All these resources are
available from the Montreal Resource Centre.

Q.

Is there a list of books and articles that I
could order for study to gain a deeper understanding
of Cursillo. For example, how can I get a copy of:
the new Rainbow manual.
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The talks and Rollos presented at the
Conference “Christianity in Action, Living
the Fourth Day”, and
The Foundational Charism and the
Founder’s Vision.
Please note I am not connected to the Web sites and
live in a rather rural isolated area?
RoseAnn Proctor, Cleveland, NS

R.

A catalogue of resources is available from
the Resource Centre and the material you are
interested in can be ordered from there by phone,
(514) 278 9873 or by Fax (514) 227 5221 or by mail to
the address on the back of this newsletter.

Q.

The “Rainbow” book is good, but there is no
indication that I can see of anything about the
Spiritual Advisor’s meditations. One cannot renew
only part.
Sr. Pat Turner, Chatham

R.

The Spiritual Advisor’s Rollos and
meditations will be revised in accordance with the
Foundational Charism in the near future. On a recent
visit to Mallorca we obtained copies of the outlines in
use there and they are in the process of being
translated. Once that is accomplished the CCCC
spiritual advisors will review them and they will then
be reviewed with the Mallorca School of Leaders to
ensure complete accuracy.

Q.

We use the terms “Cursillo”, “Ultreya”, must
we now add “Rollo”?
Rev. Kevin McKenna, S.J

R.

The term “Rollo” has not been added; it has
always been the term used for the presentations given
on the Cursillo weekends. Its use was abandoned in
some places when the literature underwent revisions
in the late 1980s. However, in many places the
Spanish word has been retained.
The nature and characteristic of a Rollo can best be
explained by another Spanish word, “Vivencia” or
lived experience. There is no English word which
would adequately describe the unique characteristic
of a “Rollo”. Even in Spanish, the term is not one that
is commonly used in this context, but is very familiar
in the Cursillo.
In Mallorca, the use of irony is commonplace and
“Rollo” actually means something that is long and
drawn out, boring in fact, the exact opposite to what a
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Cursillo talk should be, and is, if presented
authentically.
The message given on the Cursillo weekend is the
sharing of the lived experience of the person giving it.
It is not given in the form of a talk, homily,
presentation, or lecture. Perhaps one could say that a
Rollo is the expostion of a particular topic, e.g., piety,
in terms of one’s own lived experience. The unique
method of Cursillo is that the message is kerygmatic,
not catechetical; the listeners not only hear, but see in
the life of the “Rollista”, the essence of the message
being lived out in his or her ordinary life. The term
“Rollo” has been retained in an attempt to maintain
the distinct and unique method of presenting the
message of Cursillo.
One might consider that the term “Witness” could
adequately suffice, but too often a witness, or
testimony, turns into a long recounting of a person’s
life, rather than a message given, illustrated and
highlighted by personal anecdotes that relate strictly
to the topic.

Q.

Are other Cursillo communities “getting
back to basics”?—Are they successful and
enthusiastic?
Joe/Marie LeRue
Halifax

R.

It appears that gradually, as the new
resource material becomes more familiar and
secretariats become aware of it, several have reported
that they have begun to study and reflect on the
outlines of the Rollos from Mallorca and these form
the basis for ‘getting back to basics’.
Some
secretariats are studying them and some, for example
Vancouver and Antigonish Tri-County, have already
begun to use them to prepare teams for weekends.
Those Movements who have made the decision to use
the Mallorca outlines report that there is a great deal
of enthusiasm from the teams, once the initial
resistance is overcome, and the weekends which are
given with Rollos prepared from them have been very
successful - successful in terms of the candidates
receiving the message with more clarity and
simplicity. There appears to be a greater number of
candidates who ‘get it’.
We can put you in touch with Movements which have
been using the Mallorca outlines and which would be
quite willing to share their experiences with you.
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FROM MALLORCA
Arsenio Pachón Gómez, Mallorca School of Leaders
Here you have proof that (the first Cursillo) took
place in Cala Figuera (Santanyi-M allorca) August 2023,1944
"THE FIRST CURSILLO IN CHRISTIANITY IN
HISTORY”
It took place in a chalet,nam ed “Sea and Pines"which
rises towards the sky am id the sea and the pines.

request was m ade to all Cursillistas from M allorca:

"Tomorrow,August 20 2004,at 20.00 hours,in
Cala Figuera (Santanyi-Spain)wewill
celebratetheEucharist,presided overby Rev.D.
Andreu
Genovart, Vicar General, as
representative
of our Lord
Bishop,
commemorating the60th ANNIVERSARY ofthe
course that initiated the start of the
CURSILLOS IN CHRISTIANITY.
All of us, from all over the world, will be
present,with a single voice,to give thanks to
the Lord for showing us the Good News that
“HE LOVES US”,through this new way ofthe
Cursillo.
All of us,together and united in prayer,will
accompany Eduardo Bonnín who had the
honour ofbeing chosen by the Spiritto receive
the Charism, as founder of the Cursillo
M ovement.

CHALET AT CALA FIGUERA DE SANTANYI
W h e re th e firs t Cu r sillo w a s h e ld in Au g u s t o f 1 9 4 4

The Cursillo was com posed of:
Rector: Eduardo Bonnín
Leaders: JoséFerragut and Jaim e Riutort
Priest: Rev.D.Juan Juliá
Cursillistas:Salvador Escribano - Sebastián M estre Antonio Binim elis - M iguel Rigo - Leopoldo Febrer Bartolom é Obrador - Francisco Oliver - Onofre
Arbona - Francisco Grim alt - Dam ián Bover - Antonio
M esquida - Francisco Estarella - Antonio
Obrador –
Antonio M as (See front cover)

Because this joy is notgoing to pass...takemy
hand and offer yours and, under the gaze of
M ary ourM otherand OurLady,letussay with
a loud voicewhatChristtaughtus:
OUR FATHER W HO ART IN HEAVEN..."
And on the 20th,at 20.00 hrs we were all in Cala
Figuera and we all lived that m agicof “August 20”.
Everything was extraordinary and it needs to be
shared with everyone.

Iam certain of your happiness that com es from
the celebration of the Cursillo M ovem ent
having m atured,after 60 years of life. You can
im agine ours due to experiencing this event
right in Cala Figuera with Eduardo.It was a
wonderful gift from Jesus Christ!
W e have all prayed and done palanca
throughout this whole year,giving thanks to
the Lord for the grace of Cursillo and that
Cursillo has reached its 60year anniversary.
Earlier during this m onth of August of 2004,a
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As expected, many were in private cars;others were
in a bus from Palma.
The Eucharist took place and Eduardo uncovered a
plaque commemorating the anniversary.
How easy it is to say what took place and... yet, how
profound is the depth that the words can contain:
1. - THE TRIP:
When getting on the bus, Ferran Bonnín (Eduardo’s
priest brother) suggested to us that a layperson
should offer the prayer at the start of the j
ourney and
Maria Luz asked the Lord and the Blessed Virgin to
grant us a good trip and day;then DE COLORES was
sung.
From the time we left Palma in the bus in the
afternoon, ‘De Colores’was assured.

While passing through each one of the towns
(Llucmaj
or, Campos, Santanyi) we sang our hymn DE
COLORES, in honour of the Cursillistas of the town:
those from before, those now and those that will be.
When passing through Santanyi, we began to feel the
“warmth” of Cala Figuera. The organization had
decided that a picture is worth more than a thousand
words and along the four kilometers from Santanyi to
Cala Figuera they placed, progressively, hundreds of
bundles of coloured ribbons, filling the sides of the
highway with life and colour. They filled the trees, the
walls, the traffic signs, the lamp posts with colour. At
first they were spaced far apart, then closer and closer
together and, when we arrived at Cala Figuera...
everything was filled with DE COLORES.

The ceremonies were conducted by our famous
President, Jesus Valls who called on D. Antonio
Pérez, Spiritual Director of the Cursillo Movement in
the Diocese of Mallorca to act as the “proclaimer” of
the festivities, reading us a touching “proclamation”
based on the origins and birth of Cursillo, of the
foundations that were laid that magical day, August
20 1944;the words constantly reflecting the warmth
and spirit of the Foundational Charism. Salvador
Escribano also spoke, one of the first fourteen
Cursillistas! One of the fourteen from that first
Cursillo in Cala Figuera. And, EDUARDO gave the
closing speech, infusing us with the spirit and
courage to follow Christ, to always keep on following
Him, to be faithful against the wind and the tides... as
only Eduardo can say. Everyone applauded and gave
him a standing ovation.

It was a DE COLORES party.
We noticed the emotion, the enthusiasm, the warmth.
The notes of that DE COLORES resounded in the
streets of Cala Figuera until we arrived at the church.
2. - THE EUCHARIST:
It was presided over by the General Vicar, D. Andreu
Genovart, representing the Bishop, accompanied by
six other priests. Andreu (“this is what I want you to
call me”), who loves Cursillo, shared with us, in both
the introduction and in the homily, the warm words
of encouragement from the Bishop;he told us that the
Bishop was counting on the Cursillistas and that the
Church needs the Cursillo Movement.
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It was a very special memory and prayer for the
Cursillo Movement and the Cursillistas from all over
the world!!! And very special too, the gratitude for the
palanca of Cursillistas from all over the world!!!
That was the important thing... the prayer that the
Lord continues to bring to light the Good News that
HE LOVES US, through the CURSILLOS IN
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CHRISTIANITY of each diocese and archdiocese of
the world.
3. - THE PLAQUE:
Traveling the streets of Cala Figuera on foot from the
Church where we celebrated the Eucharist, we
arrived at... the “Sea and Pines” chalet where THE
FIRST CURSILLO IN HISTORY, took place!!!
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The applause and the emotion increased and, at 21.30
o'
clock, the notes of the songs, DE COLORES (first),
then ESTA ALEGRIA NO VA A PASAR, LO QUE
PASÓ, sounded into the night air of Cala Figuera,
ending with a reprise of DE COLORES.
This is what happened at the first of the events taking
place in Mallorca for the 60th ANNIVERSARY.
Without any doubt, it was... DE COLORES.
Friends, this story is very sparse because events such
as this, just like the Cursillo, can’t be fully explained,
one has to live them.
The Cursillos in Christianity are, without a doubt, a
movement of great influence, A current account of the
Gospel that keeps on further arousing the Christian
spirit, and beyond that, the spirit of a forgetful, or
more and more forgotten, religious culture. After 60
years, having spread to the five continents, the flame
of its Charism still remains alive, and in some places,
perhaps it’s more alive than ever.
If we live “de colores” we can make people “flip out”
over Christ.

The current owners had allowed us to place, on a
prominent wall on their property, a coloured banner
with the inscription 1 9 4 4.
When we arrived they also allowed us to go out onto
the terrace and capture the moment with Eduardo in
photos.
From every place we thanked him.

MAY THE LORD CONTINUE TO ALLOW HIS
VOICE TO BE BROUGHT TO ALL, TO ALL
ENVIRONMENTS, ESPECIALLY TO THOSE FAR
AWAY, BY WAY OF THESE CURSILLOS IN
CHRISTIANITY!!!
From Mallorca... DE COLORES always!

In a wall in front of the “Sea and Pines” chalet, a
plaque, a gift from the Portuguese Cursillo
Movement, had been placed in commemoration of the
event, and, Eduardo unveiled the plaque by removing
the colourful bow that covered it.
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