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Clockwise from top left
Members of the Vietnamese Cursillo
Our Korean friends
The Korean drumming band who traveled
from Toronto for the Saturday night Fiesta
Maria Munoz leads the Hispanic Cursillistas
in song
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OFFICERS’ CORNER
Father Conrad Marcoux, M.Afr.

Conrad is also my friend: I hope he still will be after
hearing what I am going to say about him (that's the
kind of humour he appreciated).
Already in primary school, Conrad talked about
leaving, about getting out of his corner of the country
(Abitibi) which he felt confining. He wanted to go to
college and become a priest. While doing his classical
studies in Joliette he heard about the White Fathers.
He entered the postulate in 1936 and was ordained in
June, 1941. Our superiors at the time noticed his lively
spirit always in search of more knowledge as well as
his talent for communication. They sent him for
university studies in Toronto so that he could gain
competence as a professor: in East Africa at the time,
the Church was beginning to see the schools as
possible sites for pastoral work and this required us
to provide qualified personnel.

1915 – 2005
“Conrad was a man of great faith, of a hope
yearning for the Lord and His promises, of a
vibrant charity permeating his whole life.”
P. Jean Lavoie, M.Afr.
With deep regret we bring you the sad news that our
beloved Father Conrad passed away on August 21st.
He was the assistant spiritual advisor to the CCCC from
1995 until his death, during which time he brought a
wisdom and serenity to all our meetings.
Countless numbers of Cursillistas across Canada called
him friend and he was a mentor to many. We miss you
deeply Conrad and give thanks to God for the life that you
gave in serving Him.
The following is the homage paid to Father Conrad at his
funeral by his friend and superior of Les Missionaires
d’Afrique in Montreal, Father Jean Lavoie.
Conrad is one of us: together we lived the same
missionary ideals as White Fathers, Missionaries of
Africa. We received the same mandate, answered the
same call: "Go and show people how to know and
love our heavenly Father by helping them know and
love his Son, Jesus, our brother; go show my dear
African people the Spirit of God alive in them."

Conrad left for Tanzania in 1943. In Kigoma Diocese
he learned the language, was initiated into parish
ministry as assistant and then as priest in charge of
the parish for three years. As planned, he became a
teacher at Kabanga normal school for six years. He
went to Mours, France in 1955 to do his 30-day
retreat, then to Canada for two years in missionary
promotion work after which he returned to Tanzania
where for fourteen years he was diocesan director of
religious education, which also meant work in the
schools. From time to time he would come and spend
a few days with us in Mwanza.
I find him again in Toronto in 1977 at our house in
Thornhill. He was doing missionary promotion work,
helping out in the parishes and was publishing
"Africanada", a White Fathers' newsletter. After a
3-month biblical session in Jerusalem in 1984, which
made a lasting impression on him, he returns to
Toronto and discovers the Cursillo movement, which
becomes his favourite pastoral arena. He finds many
faithful friends whom he supports with his spiritual
advice and example while receiving much from them
in return: he has found a source of affection, of
mutual help, spiritual support, friendship, that will
nourish him all his life. He becomes their diocesan
chaplain and assistant national chaplain.
Conrad was a man of great faith, of a hope yearning
for the Lord and his promises, of a vibrant charity
permeating his whole life.
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Conrad's faith was not passive. It incited him to seek
the truth; Conrad liked to find out things for himself.
He believed in asking himself fundamental questions
(as much for himself as for those with whom he
discussed, face to face or through correspondence and
recently via e-mail) whether on the topics of grace,
suffering, mercy, or on the sacraments especially on
the Eucharist that was at the centre of his life. His
faith was alive to the search for God; it was strong
enough and trusting enough to question itself so as to
understand God better and to make him better
understood.
Conrad was a man of great hope. He had gone
through a period of depression - that illness that pulls
the rug out from under us, clouds our vision and
undermines our courage. But in spite of this his hope
remained firmly rooted in the Lord's promises. He
could talk about it with some vigour, often with
emotion. The storms of life, his deafness, his
decreasing vision isolated him mercilessly. But his
patience, sustained by the Spirit of Christ, his best
friend, would eventually win out. His last weeks,
months even, not to mention his last years, were very
trying.
Charity permeated his life. Skilled in many areas:
catechetics, teaching, translation, finances, mechanics,
clock repair; he would never refuse to help out. He
did it with a smile, as a well brought-up person, as a
dedicated Christian, as a devoted and competent
missionary. Conrad liked young people and they
liked him and re-invited him often. Nothing made
him happier than to celebrate the Eucharist with
them. It would easily take nearly two hours, but
because he made it so alive to them, it became a
prayer and conversation with the Lord, which
enthused both young and old alike.
Conrad loved his brother, Jesus, intimately. He
confided in this brother and Jesus walked at his side
on the Way of the Cross, that Conrad himself lived.
Over the years, Conrad learned to know himself
better, to understand himself, to forgive himself, to
love himself because God loves us and finds his
pleasure and glory in our company.
Now, at last, Conrad is enjoying his full freedom, his
full potential, which we and he himself, barely
perceived while he was among us. He has left far
behind all fear of domination; he is totally immersed
in love. He now sees Jesus and gives him a big hug in
true Cursillo style. And seeing Jesus, he becomes like
him. The truth he always sought with such
determination has at last set him free.
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With Christ and like Christ our brother, Conrad fully
takes his place as son, son of a Father who only wants
to love him, to delight in him, who welcomes him
with open arms and presses him to his heart. The
Father, heart overflowing with joy, puts a ring on his
finger, cleans him up in body and in soul, adorns him
with new clothes and brings him in triumph to the
banquet prefigured by the Eucharist so loved by
Conrad.
Conrad has just begun his new life where all chains
have dropped away, a life of unlimited freedom, of
shining light and overflowing love.
Let us all rejoice and praise the Lord with him.

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥
1st Multicultural Encounter
Windsor
June 23-26, 2005
The photos reproduced on the cover of this issue, are
a testament to the very active and joyful participation
of four of the different cultural Cursillo Movements
which celebrated with us in Windsor. It was a
momentous occasion which reaffirmed how very like
each other we are, rather than emphasizing our
differences.
It was the general consensus that this should not be a
one-time occurrence but one that should be repeated
often.
Please take the time to read what some of the
participants had to say, both in the following and in
the Encounter responses under “What They Said” on
page 8.
The Encounter was the last official duty for our
outgoing chairperson, Sylvia MacKinnon who has
served the Movement as an Officer for five years, two
as the chairperson.

******************
The 1st Multicultural Encounter held this past June in
Windsor, Ontario, marked the end of my service to
CCCC as the officer from the Atlantic Region. What a
joyful, and joy-filled, experience. What a way to go!
In these months since the Encounter, I have many
times recalled particular moments of that lived
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experience. I have shared, with many brother and
sister Cursillistas, my feelings of ‘connection’, inner
peace, and ‘oneness’ with those of the varied cultural
groups who blessed us by their presence. When asked
what I feel most touched me, my response is the gift
of having an inkling of the idea of what the Apostles
must have felt at the first Pentecost. To hear the Our
Father prayed aloud in each person’s native tongue is
something I will never forget.
The aim of this Encounter was to celebrate our
‘sameness’ rather than focusing on our ‘differences’,
and in this, I believe, it was a resounding success.
It was a wonderful opportunity to make connections
and be able to put faces to names familiar to CCCC.
The dedicated team of Cursillistas from our host
diocese, the Diocese of London, served tirelessly to
ensure things ran smoothly.
The officer from the Atlantic Region is now George
Henry from the Valley area of Yarmouth Diocese in
Nova Scotia. George brings many gifts, and several
years of lived Cursillo experience to the Officer’s
Group. His commitment to studying the Foundational
Charism, and the “why” of the Cursillo, are well

known assets here in our Region. George has been
faithful to serving the Cursillistas of Yarmouth
Diocese as well as serving on our Regional Secretariat.
I have no doubt that George will bring the same
commitment to this new level of leadership.
At a meeting held recently in Nova Scotia, the
Officers chose Carlos Munoz as the new Chairperson
for CCCC. Please join me in holding our Officers in
prayer as they continue to serve our Movement.
So now, once again, I am a Cursillista of the Halifax
Cursillo Movement. Not that I have ever been anyone
other than that, rather I am once again free to be of
service in my home community. I feel truly blessed to
have been given the opportunity to serve you, the
Cursillistas of our Canadian Cursillo Movement. The
support, encouragement, and friendship extended to
me have enriched my life, challenged me to grow and
to persevere in the tripod method of Piety, Study, and
Action in my Fourth Day. For all of this I thank you.
De Colores & Ultreya!
Sylvia MacKinnon

A group of young girls led a prayer oasis with a beautiful and reverent liturgical dance
The theme for our first multicultural conference was
certainly appropriate “We are Companions on the
Journey - Our De Colores Reality”, as there were
people from many communities across Canada as
well as the United States and Mexico. It was a
wonderful opportunity for people from different
cultures to interact with one another.
The feeling of warmth and hospitality was evident
starting with the banner procession watching each
community march in proudly carrying their banner.

Each presentation gave us much food for thought. In
order to be a leader who thinks we must first
understand the foundational charism of the Cursillo
movement in order to deepen our commitment to the
Gospel and become the Gospel in the world.
We heard that after studying the 10 topics of Cala
Figuera the CCCC decided to go back to our roots
and the Foundational Charism of Eduardo Bonnin
and therefore the return to the original Rollos.
Cursillo is a method to live the gospel as laypeople in
the world. We heard that Cursillo is not a cookie
cutter and therefore we need to understand that each
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of us will live Cursillo as God calls us to live the
method in our every day lives.
We heard that each person is created in the Image of
God and therefore it is our duty to act justly, treat
each person with dignity, equally and with love.
As Cursillistas we should not be focusing on the how
of the movement, but on the why (the purpose of the
movement). The original leaders of Cursillo had in
their minds two things – they wanted to know God
better and to know the human person better and as
they studied they learned one of the most important
gifts that God gave to us was the gift of freedom – the
freedom to choose. The spirit of freedom is a spirit of
joy as opposed to being sullen and pious.
It was wonderful to see Eduardo on screen talking
about the Cursillo Movement in Canada and how
pleased he was that we were on the same track as
Mallorca.
Our bilingual MC Maria brought enthusiasm and life
to her role as translator for the Spanish and French
Speaking people.
Personally, I feel that this was an incredible
conference and I was truly blessed to be part of this
marvellous weekend. Especially touching was after
the Commissioning Service to see everyone with their
candles held in the air singing “Here I Am Lord”.
As I stated earlier, the feeling of warmth and
friendship was evident from the Banner Procession to
the Commissioning Service.
De Colores ,
Debborah O’Shea
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“Malo! Malo! Thanks Be to God,” a song frequently
sung during this National Encounter, still echoes in
my mind, reminding me of the marvelous experience
that was the CCCC 2005 annual conference and is the
Cursillo reality both in Canada and the world.
A number of years had elapsed since my last national
conference and this proved to be a
arvelous
homecoming.
Abundant time was allowed for
meeting new friends, being reconnected to old
acquaintances, and with mining the area for contacts
who will help the movement back home to grow and
prosper. The facilities, the food, the entertainment,
the program, all harmonized to provide for a most
productive and enjoyable encounter.
What added to this harmony was the excellent
integration into the program of the multicultural
elements. Maria Munoz was a superb translator and
motivator. The Korean drummers were fantastic! It
was fascinating to hear the representatives of the
Spanish, Korean, Vietnamese, and French movements
in Canada. Their stories melded with our own and
lent a note of optimism to the event. We realized
once again that we were not alone in our struggles to
understand, to educate, to invigorate the movements
in our local areas. Rather than being a daunting
realization, it actually had the effect of reenergizing
us.
Difficulty, when faced together, can be
surmounted. There is nothing impossible when we
unite our wills with God’s to achieve the unity for
which Christ prayed…that all may be one.
The speakers, the sharing, the silences all combined to
produce for me a wonderfully rich blending of all that
is good and noble and decent. What added to the
experience was my own commissioning as the Officer
from the Atlantic. As a part of the Officers Group of
the CCCC I get to join in the exciting developments
that have been shaping the Canadian Movement over
the past number of years. In looking back over my
years as a Cursillista I say a sincere Thanks to God for
all that has been and a Yes to all that will be.
George Henry

Our MC Maria Munoz (right) and two of the young
Cursillistas who attended
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******************************
The nature of the weekend and my hopes for its
success were made very concrete for me from the first
event -- the opening ceremony and blessing. Two
Vietnamese from Vancouver, husband and wife
Matthew and Maria helped Fr. Gaston and me with
the ceremony. Their enthusiasm as we stood waiting
for the beginning of the ceremony, enjoying a
conversation, was infectious, and any doubts I might
have had (I really didn't have any) about the worth of
having a multi-cultural Encounter were dissipated.
From then on, I was thrilled with the various means
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of bringing the ethnic groups together, from the
different
language
readings in the
liturgy to the
contributions
to the Fiesta.
But
it
was
Matthew and
Maria
who
really helped
me to get a
good start on
the weekend,
and
their
enthusiasm
carried
right
through.
Although
I
didn't need to
be reminded, it
Matthew and Maria from the
was always a
Vietnamese community in
joy to have a
Vancouver
few
minutes
with them here
and there throughout the Encounter.
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I have close and friendly relations with the
Cursillistas of Mallorca, especially with Eduardo
Bonnín the Founder of the Cursillo Movement. This
has allowed me to deepen my understanding of the
Foundational Charism, and to know the history and
development of the Cursillo from its beginning in
August of 1944. In 2001 I had the pleasure of
participating in II the Conversations of Cala Figuera
and to visit the island of Mallorca.
The Officers’ Group is called to serve all the
Cursillistas of Canada irrespective of the culture in
which they work in the Movement, We are ready to
serve you in whichever way you wish and can visit
you to share our experiences with all you. At the
moment our goal will be to develop close
communications with you and to create opportunities
where we can meet and get to know each other and
the needs of each community. Another goal will be to
continue to share with you all that we are learning
about the Foundational Charism and for this we are
preparing workshops that will be available for all the
Movements who wish it. We are sure that these
workshops will make it possible that at a National
level we reach a unity of understanding and that all
we work with much success learning the basics of the
Cursillo Movement as they were thought about since

Fr. SydMifflen, Assistant Sp. Advisor
******************************************

FROM OUR NEW CHAIRPERSON
For me is a great pleasure to write to you as the new
Chairperson of the CCCC. The Officers’ Group met
September 9th to 10th in the city of Wolfville, Nova
Scotia. During the meeting I was elected to replace
Sylvia MacKinnon, who has finished her term.
I would like to introduce myself as Carlos Muñoz,
born in Guatemala June 13th, 1955. I immigrated to
Montreal, Canada on September 24th, 1984. I made my
Cursillo Weekend from the 13th to the 16th of October
of 1988 and from that date I have been serving God in
this Cursillo Movement that has allowed me to know
that God loves me in spite of everything. I participate
regularly with the Hispanic and English Cursillo. I
have held several positions in the Hispanic Cursillo,
for example: service on the Montreal Secretariat,
President of the Executive Committee of the Hispanic
Group of Canada, an organization which includes 9
communities that we have established in Québec and
Ontario. By my presence and participation in some
activities of the English Cursillo and National
Conferences, two years ago I was called to replace the
Officer from the Quebec Region who resigned due to
ill health.

Carlos Munoz spends some time chatting with
Julie Harrison who did an excellent job as
liturgist.
beginning. This will make it possible for the Faraway
to know that:
"The Cursillos of Christianity are the best
news
That God in Christ loves us.
Communicated by the best means
That is friendship.
And this is directed towards the best thing in
each one,
That of being a person ".
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Please Cursillista friends of Canada, have the
kindness to communicate with us and to also tell us
your problems and your successes. Your Officers are,
apart from myself, Debborah O’Shea, Western
Region, George Henry, Atlantic, Fathers Gaston Rioux
and Syd Mifflen, spiritual advisors. We are waiting
for the new Officer from Ontario to be appointed. If
we communicate and dialogue with each other we
will learn from each other and we will grow in
friendship becoming greater friends of Christ. Let us
grow in the Kingdom of God where he has planted
us.

Invitations were sent to the Hungarian Cursillo, the
Native Cursillo Movement, and the Chinese Cursillo
Movement.

De Colores
CarlosMuñoz

WHAT THEY SAID
At the annual Conferences we ask the participants to
complete an evaluation sheet where they are asked to
say what they liked, what they didn’t like, and how
CCCC can improve the content and organization each
year. At the first Officers’ meeting following the
conference the Officers discuss the evaluations and
recommendations are made where necessary. Some of
the questions asked will be answered in the column,
“You Asked Us” in future issues of Fully Alive.
For those who did not attend, the comments from the
evaluations hopefully will help to give some sense of
the proceedings.

Spiritual Advisors Fr. Gaston Rioux
and Fr Syd Mifflen

What aspects of this conference did you like best?
1.

We had a total of 138 people who registered, their
statistics follow.
ATLANTIC
QUEBEC
ONTARIO
WEST

INTERNATIONAL
TOTAL
COUPLES
CLERGY
RELIGIOUS
MULTICULTURAL
Korean
Vietnamese
Croatian
Spanish
French

8

NS
NB
QC
ON
BC
AB
MB

12
3
12
96
9
4
0
2
138
22
5
3
8
4
1
11
2

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Everyone was so friendly. I especially liked
the message of the need to get back to the
roots of the origins of Cursillo. This helped
me to grasp a better understanding of the
“why” after all these years! Really
appreciated the having the visual to assist.
The talk on “Liberty” was among the best I
have ever heard.
Straight from the horse’s mouth approach,
non-rigid schedule. Better than bell ringing
and rushed feeling. Ample socializing time
to meet and share experiences. Would have
liked longer/more small group times.
Meditations, talks. Interchange with other
Cursillistas and to realize that we have many
things in common.
Es muy importante volver a las Fuentes y recalcar y hacer entasis en el Carisma
Fundacional.
I enjoyed all sessions. Furthermore, I like the
fact that despite our differences in
nationalities and cultures, we were united
under one purpose and Lord.
That there is no major upheaval in Cursillo.
We have only to do the Why of what
Eduardo envisioned.
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7.

8.

9.

10.
11.

12.

13.

The content of the rollos; interview with
Eduardo
Bonnin;
the
music;
the
multicultural aspect of this one;
From talks I learned a great deal about
Cursillo. Different languages, Resource
Centre, opportunity to look at books prior to
purchasing. Dialogue with Eduardo Bonnin
– what a wonderful insight into the man
behind the Movement.
The companionship, the journey, the talks,
the liturgy, the music all blended to make
fertile ground for spiritual growth. I feel
energized and can hardly wait to share my
impressions and growth with my Ultreya
this evening.
The youthful presence and contribution was
awesome.
Eduardo’s message, seeing him on the video
and hearing his voice is a great motivation.
All the rollos were packed with information.
One Movement for all cultures creates unity.
Awesome experience.
The emphasis on Eduardo Bonnin’s
fundamental Charism – so that it can be
more fully understood and implemented.
Multicultural also added richer dimension.
Multicultural aspect – so great to see how
alive and well the Movement is across
cultures and around the world. Enjoyed
being able to compare how Cursillo is run
and then how Movement is lived in other
dioceses.

The New Brunswick contingent
14. The multicultural theme as we discovered
not only the richness of the cultural
differences but also the challenging
individual differences. It was a very
interesting first experience of CCCC. There
was no real rush in the timetable, we felt we

NUMBER 52

had time to talk and to share with people we
wanted to know.

Ontario Leaders take a break
15. Sharing from different cultural communities.
Liberty Rollo by Julie Gray.
16. I enjoyed the ability to meet people from
other Movements, nationalities and cultures.
This allows us to share our commonalities
and differences. Friendships were made and
strengthened. The knowledge and teachings
given on Cursillo and what it truly is was
great.
17. Naturally the socializing, meeting new
friends and being reacquainted. The
learning, being a young Cursillista, thirst for
more knowledge. Love the mass and other
languages. Sooo exciting to be on cusp of
changes w Eduardo. Seeing him on video is
AWESOME!!
18. Loved the emphasis on the person and
freedom – fit so well with both the
multicultural theme (We are one with God
and in the image of God) but for me it also fit
(or helped me to grasp) with the journey
back to the Why of Cursillo. If we can (all
cultures, dioceses, language, age etc)
understand the Why, then our Movement
will be as one. Loved the direct (yet gentle)
challenge) to get out of the sanctuary and
into the world!. Also loved the whole rollo
and concept of Liberty/ Freedom. There was
so much contained there that I plan to focus
my study there for a while.
19. What can I say? The entire conference was
excellent. We made many new friends, spent
much time with Christ and the power point
video of Eduardo’s interview allowed me to
feel that I knew him better
20. The multicultural aspect. The film of the
history of Cursillo. The theme Companions
on the Journey. Understanding/getting to
know other cultures and share. The aspect of
what is authentic in Cursillo was well done.
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This was a good reminder of our goals and
values.
What aspects of the conference did you like least?
3.
1.

2.

3.

4.
5.

6.

7.

8.

My own community is poor. In the future we
will appreciate having a subsidy for people
of low income.
If possible, it would be great if for the next
encounter all communities made a promise
to bring young people (young Cursillistas) to
share in the Encounter.
I miss sitting at a table, not only for
discussions but for singing and hearing the
talks as well. We really had precious little
time to be together as a group.
More singing, not enough.
Lecture hall seating prevents ‘table groups’
from forming community – discussion
difficult. Schedule destroyed because of
technical problems!
I struggled with the table discussions and
wished we had been given questions to focus
on…but then again, as Julie said…who likes
to be told what to do or how to do it?
I do have a concern that with the emphasis
on the “Why” that some Movements will feel
they can conduct weekends however they
please. Form and order are still important
elements for Cursillo to accomplish its goal.
I appreciate all that you have/are doing. I
just have a comment regarding the language
in the documents that are coming out…and I
know this takes time…that the language be
inclusive of all and in time with where we
are in 2005. Ex. The new Pilgrim’s Guide in
places doesn’t address our Vat. II reality.
Also with the Spiritual Directors Rollos.
Sanctifying Grace and Actual Grace are not
terms we use today…It’s about God’s
invitation and our response to that
invitation, lived out in faith…but what do
we call them?

General comments
1.

2.
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In returning to the original Charism there
may
need
to
be
a
process
to
improve/enhance the charism to stay
current with the progress of time.
We would like to thank the organizers and
all the people who were discreetly involved
in the conference. Very special thanks to
Carlos and Maria for the time and attention
they gave us before and during the
conference. We shall present a positive
report to our CA National of the MCFC and

4.

5.

One of

suggest to send representatives to the CCCC
next year. Carlos, merci pour ta
disponsibilite. Maria, merci pour ton ecoute.
To all, Thank you.
It is important that a multicultural thread be
established
now,
to
each
National
Secretariat. We need to understand that
cultural integration is a two way process.
The drumming group Saturday night was
awesome! Thank you for continuing to study
and teach … This is such important work.
Thank you as well for the gift of the video
message from Eduardo. I loved putting a
face and seeing the man who had such a part
in changing our world and my life.
You’ve inspired me to keep on keeping on.
The talk explaining the thread of how the
talks are intertwined was very educational
Thanks Julie.
the highlights of the Fiesta was a wonderful

New Officer George Henry chats with
a participant
performance by the Korean drumming band from
Toronto. Comprised mainly of young women, the
entire group travelled by bus from Toronto to
Windsor just to entertain us. It was a thrilling
experience and a means of sharing an important
cultural element of the Korean community. We all
join in thanking those who traveled so far to come
and share with us.
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Where does Jesus fit in the Cursillo?
Cursillo without Jesus at the central place in not Cursillo, it is only an
abstraction. Cursillo without the Gospel, the "Good News" at the centre, is
not Cursillo, it is not real. The foundation of the Cursillo Movement is built
on the deep awareness in daily life that "God loves us" , experienced
through Jesus Christ , God-Man. The Word of God is a love letter to all the
children of God offering all of us to live God’s way in our human way.
Jesus taught us how to do it. He is our model. He said: " I am the Way, the
Truth and the Life" (John, 14: 6). The mission in Cursillo is Jesus’ mission
given to all of us, His disciples: " Go, and make disciples from all nations ...
and teach them to fulfill all that I have commanded you. I am with you
always until the end of this world" ( Matthew 28: 19-20)
I have been involved in the Cursillo Movement for thirty one years and
been part of the ups and downs of its life. What strikes me, walking back
through the history of our Canadian Movement, is that our problems are
fundamentally spiritual problems. This spiritual problem is linked with the
spiritual health of each one of us. When each one is on fire with the love of
God, the fire spreads to everyone in need of God in their lives. The only
way to warm up our world of today is through a real and authentic love of
God. Our mission and its success hangs on our relationship with Jesus
Christ who saves us, who brings us, through His Holy Spirit, to be in his
image and likeness. Without living this, we are too shallow to make a
difference in our world. Jesus told us: "For your part you shall be righteous
and perfect in the way your heavenly Father is righteous and perfect"
(Matthew 5: 48).
Our goal in Cursillo is to be saints, that is friends of God. Perfection is
nothing less. Cursillo is a school of holiness. This is the only way to affect
others and be true disciples of Jesus Christ. He saved human beings in
giving up to the last drop of His precious blood for you and me. He is the
One we are following. His way is our way. If not, Cursillo is not truthful.

MATTERS
SPIRITUAL

How can someone discover the real Jesus, if you and I are not other
Christs. The Holy Spirit is ready and active to make us true images of Jesus
with His loving heart. Do we believe that every moment of our daily lives?
If Cursillo is failing around you, pray more, be in touch with the Word of
God in daily meditation, be led by the Holy Spirit every step of your life,
abandon yourself unconditionally to God. In Cursillo, everything works if
the centre of everything we are and do is God in Jesus Christ. Anything
less than that will bring dissatisfaction and disaster spiritually. Cursillo is
focused on spiritual being and growth in thinking, loving and acting
Christlike.
My question for our reflection is the following: "Does Jesus fit in our
Cursillo? Do we pray enough? Do we listen enough to His Word every
day? Do we love God and our neighbour enough?
Improving these means will bring life that lasts. "For this is eternal life: to
know you, the only true God, and the One you sent, Jesus Christ". (John 17:
3)
God always loves you and me too!
Fr. Gaston Rioux o.m.i., Spiritual Advisor
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE
COUNTRY
ATLANTIC


ATLANTIC, Antigonish
(Tri-Counties, Cape
Breton East, Cape Breton
West) Halifax, St. John’s,
Charlottetown,
Yarmouth, Yarmouth
Valley. St. John



QUEBEC,
Montreal English,
Spanish, Hungarian,
Korean



ONTARIO, Sarnia,
London, Kent
County/Chatham,
Peterborough, Toronto,
Hamilton, Timmins,
Ottawa, Thunder Bay,
Korean, Latin American



WESTERN, Victoria,
Vancouver, Nelson,
Prince George, Calgary,
Edmonton, GrouardMcLennan, Kamloops,
Native Cursillo, Winnipeg.

HALIFAX
Greetings from the Halifax, Nova Scotia Cursillo Community! I am
pleased to submit this annual report for the period June 2004 to June 2005,
on behalf of our Secretariat, School of Leaders and Cursillista community.
This particular Secretariat was called to serve in June 2003, and has been
focused on continuing the journey “back to basics”, led by the work of the
CCCC Officers’ Group. The Secretariat participated in a retreat day in
November 2005 which was led by our Spiritual Advisory team. This
allowed us to reflect on our role as leaders who serve.
Halifax has now held two sets of Cursillo weekends using the outlines
contained in the Rainbow Manual. The first set of weekends was held in
June 2004, and the most recent set in March 2005. The feedback received
from rollistas using these outlines was that they truly called the rollista to
witness to the work of Christ in his/her life. One rollista observed that
the outlines call us to share where we are today and how Christ has
helped, rather than to focus on times of pain and/or darkness, and that
this made the message of Christ’s love of us a positive one.
Our School of Leaders has continued to meet on the first Monday of every
month. We have struggled together to define exactly what a School of
Leaders is for our community.

We continue to struggle with ensuring that the Secretariat provides the
appropriate support and animation to the School of Leaders, but that the
School of Leaders is allowed and encouraged to form the leadership of the
community. This has made for some lively discussion and sometimes is
the source of much confusion, but we continue to try to remember that
these are the “hows” of Cursillo and that we are being called to focus on
the “whys”.
In reminding ourselves of that, and by asking for spiritual guidance, we feel that we are coming to an
understanding of what the School of Leaders needs to look like for the Halifax Cursillo community at this
point in our journey.

In 2003, the School of Leaders created several workshops (Leaders’ Schools) that have been provided to the
community. Prior to the June 2004 weekends, the teams participated in two half day sessions that focused on
the why of the weekend, the foundational charism and the 3 encounters. For the March 2005 weekends, we
invited Sylvia MacKinnon to speak to the teams about the foundational charism at the beginning of the team
formation process. The Rectors and Assistant Rectors were then provided with the materials needed to weave
the teachings on the why of the weekend and the 3 encounters throughout the team formation process.
We have been placing a strong emphasis on building community in Halifax. To that end, we have provided a
full day workshop on Group Reunion to new Cursillistas, sponsors and team members after both sets of week-
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building bridges from
coast to coast
ends this year. We are hopeful that in building group reunion we will continue to build a stronger
Christian community of Cursillistas. It’s a slow but steady process.
We are also attempting to build community through holding social events where Cursillistas can come together in
fellowship. In the 2004 – 2005 period we held a Corn Boil/Fun Day and a Coffee House/Variety Show. Our
community meets at Ultreya on the last Wednesday of every month, and has an average of approximately 65
Cursillistas in attendance.
We are looking forward to continuing this journey, and pray that we will always remember to focus on why we love
this Cursillo movement.
Sandy K. Graves
Lay Director 2003 - 2005

YARMOUTH
This report covers the period from May, 2004 to May,
2005. During this time four Cursillo weekends were
held in our Diocese.
The Yarmouth Diocese is divided into two secretariats
with a Co-Lay Director in each area. Ken Shipley for
the Valley Area and Kevin Cann for the Yarmouth
Area. They started in June 2005.
Between the Valley and Yarmouth Areas three
monthly Ultreyas are held and are blessed with very
good attendance at each.
On May 7th this year we held our Grand Ultreya at St
Patrick`s in Digby. There were approximately 60
Cursillistas present with the Holy Spirit in attendance
also, and Biship Champagne presided at the mass.
Each area held a men’s and women’s weekend. The
Valley Area’s was held in April/ May at St. Patrick’s
in Digby with 15 men and 18 woman as new
Cursillistas. The Yarmouth Area’s men’s and
women’s weekends were held in October at St.
Ambrose in Yarmouth with 15 new Cursillistas.
These weekends were a great success with both
candidates as well as team receiving many gifts of the
spirit.
Again this year the Yarmouth Area put on a Lobster
Social, many Cursillistas from all areas of the Diocese
attended. This Social is put on every year to promote

Cursillo Christian Community. It is always a fun
time. Also they had their annual Christmas Draw
which was for a handmade Naivety Set. This was a
very successful fun raiser.
The valley had a leader school with George Henry as
cordinator. This was a excellent work shop on the
new guide lines. A few rollos were given with a
discussion period after. The guest speaker for the day
was Sylvia MacKinnon.
The Diocesan Cursillo newsletter "Rooster Tale" has a
dedicated team of co-editors from each end of the
Diocese who will work on keeping the newsletter as a
vibrant voice of the Cursillo activities throughout the
Diocese.
The Diocese is blessed to have two very capable
Spiritual Directors, Dave Hasler who oversees the
whole Diocese and Fr. Donald Amirault for the
Yarmouth area. God has blessed us twice and we
thank them for their guidance and support.
We thank the loving Lord for all the blessings He has
showered upon us.
DeColores
Neil Bourque,
Lay Director, Yarmouth Diocese
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QUEBEC

ONTARIO

MONTREAL ENGLISH CURSILLO

PETERBOROUGH

During this past year we have been privileged as a
community journeying with our new candidates over
three week-ends – 2 women’s and 1men’s –gently
supporting and being supported through ongoing
Goup Reunions and through our Ultreyas.

We have had a very busy year. We were concerned
that our movement was becoming stale so we decided
to contact as many of our members as possible to
invite them back to the Ultreya’s and to ask them why
they had left and what we on the Secretariat needed
to do to enliven them and bring them back to the
Movement.

We continue to be energized through the strong
presence of youth both as Team and as Candidates.To
quote Tony Kinlough, a veteran Cursillista, “ Our
movement here in Montreal is expanding its vision as
we are now attracting youth, who because of their
fresh thinking are not burdened with preconceived
ideas and stifling prejudices.”
Our ongoing Leaders’ School continues to address the
spiritual needs of our community and the desire for
greater knowledge of and understanding of our
movement.
We thank our wonderful musician, Don Habib for the
gift of his CD, “Christ Is Counting on You”, inspired
by biblical text and the Cursillo message. From Don,
“May this song be an inspiration to all of us. For the
“listening Heart” a gift of love.”
On June 11 we enjoyed our second “Fun in the Sun
Day” on June 11.
To quote our resident poet , John Coyne:
There was fun to be had in all manners
I hope that it happens next summer
I can’t wait to join in the dance
Come, and follow the drummer
Come, if you get the chance
On October 22 we will host a Grand Uutreya, giving
thanks for the many blessings received from the Lord
during 41 years of Cursillo in Montreal, for the many
faith-filled “companions on our journey”and for the
exciting times that we are living in our movement
today as the Lord calls more and more of his people
to the wonder of “the three encounters” and we, as a
loving community respond.
To quote Tony again, “ The future has never looked
brighter because we live the present with goodwill,
optimism and joy! Truly, our prayers are being
answered…. His kingdom is manifested here and
now!!!
Thank you Lord!

Jacuie Charest
14

We were so blessed when they informed us that most
people just wanted to be asked back or to be kept
informed if they were unable to attend events due to
health or other commitments.
We held two sets of weekends last year and this
proved to be rather difficult. We did this in order to
change our weekends from winter months to late
summer/early fall. This seems to be much better
timing for everyone.
During the past year our Secretariat has grown from
two people, Nancy Bath – Lay Director and David
Gray, everything else, to Father Joseph Devereaux,
Nancy Bath, David Gray, Mary Joan Jaynes, Pam
Moore, Alan Baylis, and John VandenSander. We are
also very blessed to have the continuing support of
many priest’s and sisters in the Diocese.
Last year we welcomed 62 new cursillistas to our
community and we are all praying that their fourth
day be filled with many blessings and love from
Christ and the whole Cursillo Community.
Our Leaders School had a few problems last year but
this has allowed us to define more closely the needs
of our Leaders for this year.
We are currently in the process of redesigning our
web page and publishing our annual newsletter.
The Secretariat wishes you all God’s Blessing and
hope to see many of you at the National Conference
in Windsor.
DeColores
Nancy Bath
Lay Director
Peterborough Cursillo Movement.

LONDON
The year 2004/2005 has been a year of
learning...growth in some areas...affirmation in other
areas. Our Secretariat meets monthly (except July
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and Aug.) with good attendance. Sharing our piety,
study and action at the beginning of every meeting
helps us to slowly get to know and love each other.
Our discussions are richer because of our prayer
together.
Since our last annual report we continue to work on
our Post-Cursillo. We now follow the suggestions for
the Ultreyas, keeping them at an hour or so, which
has been well received, this allows us time for
announcements, singing and socializing afterwards.
For the most part, all areas of London that we are
responsible for, follow the same outlines for giving a
witness rollo & chairing an ultreya. The number of
people attending are not numerous and we keep
hoping for better turnouts. We continue with our
School of Leaders by having sessions in 4 week
segments three times a year. In the fall of 2004 we
had sessions on the 3 Encounters, in the spring of
2005 we decided to address the Teams in general. We
have had so many questions from people about the
criteria for team selection, what we do to prepare for
a team meeting, what we do at team meetings and
what the teams responsibilities are during and after
the Cursillo. We had great open dialogues among the
participants following each presentation. We will
resume the School of Leaders in the fall, addressing
the Rollos.
We want to thank the Resource Centre & the CCCC
for helping us this past year with any questions we
had.
We did not have sufficient numbers to hold Cursillo
in 2004 & 2005 but we have scheduled them for
Feb.2006. We planned an evening of prayer and
support for both teams who were prepared to serve
on the Cursillos...the night was bitter/sweet...because
of all the prayer at team meetings & on this night, we
were affirmed and yet sad that the Cursillos did not
happen. As we begin preparing for the 2006 Cursillos,
we have decided to have a day/evening with both
teams to again address the "why" of the Cursillo,
before our team meetings begin. The School of
Leaders and Ultreyas was our main focus for 2005
along with a beautiful Homecoming which we held in
March 2005. We had over 100 people in attendance
and the Cursillistas came away rejuvenated by the
day. It was a day of beautiful presentations, lots of
singing, praying, good food. A pictoral slide show
with music captured the many years of Cursillo in our
area. We reconnected with many veteran Cursillistas
as well as our newest members.
The Lay Directors for the London Diocese have been
busy preparing to host the 2005 Encounter in
Windsor. It has been a great time of collaborating
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with each other. We look forward to meeting new
and veteran Cursillistas in Windsor.
Julie Harrison
Lay Director

HAMILTON
Summary Report for the past 12 Months (2004-2005)
The following is a summary of the current status of
Cursillo in the Diocese of Hamilton:
Background Information:
The Hamilton Diocese covers a large geographical
territory that includes dense urban areas
e.g.
Kitchener/Waterloo, Hamilton and Burlington,
concentrated mainly in the southern area of the
diocese and extensive rural tracts dotted with many
small towns & villages like Kincardine, Walkerton
and Fergus. These areas are mainly located in the
northern parts of the diocese.
Over 150 parishes and mission churches service the
diocese and these are staffed by a declining number of
diocesan and order priests.
The Cursillo Movement has been operating in the
diocese for over 36 years.
Strategic Focus for The Movement in Hamilton:
•

•
•

To strengthen the 4th day segment of Cursillo by
establishing Ultreyas where numbers justify their
creation and to encourage the creation of group
reunions in all areas.
To foster the use of authentic Palanca as an
important aspect of our Cursillo mentality.
To provide alternate opportunities for cursillistas
to grow spiritually and learn more about the
movement.

Secretariat Activities:
The secretariat consists of 5 experienced Cursillistas
and Spiritual Advisor, each supported by a working
group of additional Cursillistas as necessary.
Members have specifically assigned responsibilities
and review progress at monthly meetings.
Members also meet once per year for 1-day to reflect
on the year’s successes and failures and set priorities
for the coming season.
The secretariat supports the Ontario Region (OCCC)
and works to renew Cursillo in Ontario consistent
with guidelines and information provided by the
CCCC and others.
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Leaders School:
We completed a third, 1-day Spiritual Companioning
Workshop to provide individuals with improved
listening skills, as they work to “bring that friend to
Christ”. We also presented a follow-up, 1-day,
Discernment Workshop.
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have yet to successfully tackle other issues like
separating “kitchen palanca” from candidates etc.
An ongoing challenge is to obtain spiritual directors
for the weekends (although the upcoming weekends
were quickly resolved) and finding economical
facilities that we can use.

The goal of these presentations is to train leaders who
can facilitate ultreyas and weekends and support our
focus on the 4th day. Forty to fifty cursillistas attended
these one-day workshops.

The suggested weekend “fee” has been increased to
$150 per person including team members.

Cursillo’s Fourth Day:

The newsletter team continues to produce a quarterly
newsletter to announce all upcoming events, supply
information for upcoming weekends, workshops,
conferences and so on. This group is also responsible
for maintaining our website www.4thday.ca .

There are currently 13 Ultreyas operating throughout
the Hamilton Diocese, an increase of one over last
year. We had aimed for 14 and are currently working
on 1-2 additional areas.
Most Ultreyas are small (10-20 individuals) and meet
weekly or twice per month but it has been difficult to
gauge the number of actual group reunions that are
meeting in various areas.
We strongly encourage potential candidates to attend
Ultreyas or retreats before they make their weekend.
This clearly establishes the importance of the 4th day
to them, introduces them to their “home” community
and helps to strengthen their understanding of the
movement as something more than a weekend
experience.
We promoted 2 General Ultreyas (Hamilton Croatian
& Kitchener/Waterloo), as well as a one-day Advent
Retreat. The retreat hosted by the Burlington Ultreya,
was open to all cursillistas, potential candidates and
those interested in the movement and was attended
by over 150 individuals. Half were non-cursillistas.
Retreats are considered to be an outreach activity.

Communications:

An electronic Communiqué, (e-mail), gives us
immediate contact with leaders for palanca requests,
minutes of all secretariat meetings and other
important,
time
sensitive
information.
The
Communiqué is sent to all Spiritual Directors,
Ultreyas and selected cursillo leaders particularly
where we have interested individuals but no
operating ultreyas or groups.
We also provide bulletin inserts twice per year
through the chancery office for all parish bulletins in
the diocese. These notices continue to generate many
enquiries from potential or newly relocated
cursillistas.
Cursillo Movement of the Diocese of Hamilton
Remo del Col
Submitted for the Secretariat

WESTERN

Cursillo Weekends:

NELSON (KELOWNA)
We held 2 weekends during the past year (women’s
66th
and men’s 68th) and welcomed 50-60 new
cursillistas to their 4th day.
We currently have two teams being formed for the
fall of 2005 and will use the new talk outlines for the
first time. The secretariat has been studying these
talks for the past months and will become part of
these teams for the 1st time use.
Team formation will take 8-10 meetings.
We continue to remove non-essential features from
our weekends e.g. selling books, agape meals and
outside mananitas (the team does the wakeup) but
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We write to you to forward our annual report on
activities within the Diocese of Nelson in British
Columbia.
Our Secretariat began holding weekends in the early
1970s and Cursillos have been held each year for now
over 30 years. Our Secretariat is an active one,
holding a Secretariat meeting once per month. In the
last year, we have hosted four Cursillo weekends, two
in the fall and two in the spring – one each for men
and women. We were at or near full capacity for all of
the weekends.
Our Ultreyas continue to have excellent turn outs
with an average of 40 people. We meet on the first
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Thursday of every month at Immaculate Conception
Church in Kelowna. Our Ultreya format includes
singing, group reunion, prayer, and either a spiritual
direction talk or witness talk. We are excited to
announce that a group of enthusiastic Cursillistas in
Summerland held their first Ultreya at Holy Child
Parish on June 8, 2005. They plan to continuing to
meet once a month. They will invite Cursillistas from
Penticton, Peachland, and other surrounding areas to
attend. It is a joy to see the Movement expanding.
We held our annual leaders’ school in February. We
created a new format with entirely new talks. The
theme was “The Three Encounters”. Each talk was
followed with table discussions and the day ended
with the creation of colourful posters. Approximately
50 people attended, mostly newer Cursillistas.
For approximately three years now, we have been
sending monthly announcements vie email. The
emails include a reminder about Ultreya, information
on upcoming weekends, and the newest feature, the
question of the month. Each month the Secretariat
chooses a frequently asked question to answer. The
Secretariat has received excellent feedback from the
Cursillistas regarding the emails. Many Cursillistas
who are no longer actively involved, love the monthly
connection and note that they offer a prayer for the
movement when they receive the email.
We sent our annual mail-out in January. This year, we
included the “questions of the month” that had been
sent to date, as well as the group reunion format
sheet, along with announcements such as leaders
school.
Our website has been active. We encourage
Cursillistas to download the candidate and team
application forms from the site. We are in the process
of developing a new brochure, which will also be
available on the website.
Our Secretariat welcomed three new members this
year. We have prepared job descriptions for every
Secretariat member and are in the process of
reviewing and changing them to better share the
responsibilities.
We send to you our thoughts and prayers that the
movement may be doing well on a national level.
Your brother in Christ
Tom Smithwick
Chairman
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VANCOUVER
PART 1 - by outgoing Lay Director Jennifer Segers
At last year’s AGM we held our first-ever elections for
positions on Secretariat
As a group, Secretariat met 9 times over the course of
the year
We held over 40 Ultreyas
A faithful group of Cursillistas have gotten together
almost every month for Leaders School
There are many small group reunions that meet on a
regular basis
Seven of our local cursillistas – including 4 Secretariat
members – journeyed up to Grande Prairie for the
National Conference where 3 of our group gave rollos
and 2 of the others were responsible for the prayer
oases
We held 2 Cursillo weekends – a men’s in May and
women’s in August
Our annual Cursillo picnic took place at the end of
August.
On the Thanksgiving weekend we held a 2-day
conference entitled “Cursillo – In the Footsteps of St.
Paul” and were joined by some members of the
Chinese Cursillo movement
A group of us made the journey out to Seabird Island
in November for a very enjoyable Ultreya
And, finally, in December we held a family Christmas
Potluck early in the month and then our annual
Christmas Ultreya on the 3rd Friday
This past year also had a few low points:
Due to the number of candidates presented for the 2
Cursillo weekends that were held, it was decided to
cancel the Fall weekends, and the Richmond Ultreya
on the 4th Fridays was discontinued due to lack of
support
My term as Lay Director is now finished and I want
to thank each and every one of you who have
supported me over these past 2 years. It’s time for me
to take a break now as I’ve been involved with
Secretariat in various capacities, both officially and
ex-oficio, for about 8 years now, since way back in the
days when we were meeting out at St. Joseph’s in
Vancouver, and I need to take some time to recharge
my batteries.
There are a couple of final thoughts I would like to
leave you with, thought....
“After this the Lord appointed seventy-two other disciples
and sent them two by two ahead of him to every town and
place, where he himself was to go. And he said to them,
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“The harvest is rich, but the workers are few. So you must
ask the Lord of the harvest to send workers to his harvest.”
Luke 10: 1-2
Over the years we have put on a lot of Cursillo
weekends and we’ve proclaimed the Good News of
the Gospel message to literally hundreds of people.
Most people who attend the weekends don’t choose
to get involved in our movement, although a great
number of them do get involved in other types of
ministry or parish work. Our movement is being
faced with an ever-dwindling number of actively
participating members. At our Secretariat meetings
and various workshops we’ve held over the past few
years, this topic has been discussed over and over
again, but no clear answers or solutions have
emerged. So, tonight I’m asking each one of you here
to do 2 things:
Please pray for our movement every day; pray
especially that God will inspire more people to step
forward and get actively involved in the apostolate of
the Cursillo movement; and, I’m also asking each one
of you to earnestly pray and discern whether God is
calling YOU to become more actively involved in this
apostolate.
Remember that CHRIST IS COUNTING ON YOU
and HIS movement needs your support.
De Colores!
Jennifer Segers

about...although we have not attended Ultreyas on a
regular basis I can honestly tell you our parish life has
changed and our journey and faith lives have only
increased to become stronger since Cursillo. We have
both been grouping regularly with the same groups
for several years and could not imagine life without.
Having said this, my commitment for the remainder
of 2005 is to foster the efforts of the people before me
and add new ideas where we, as a new Secratariat,
feel necessary as guided by the Holy Spirit through
the gifts of right judgement, courage, fear of the Lord,
wonder & awe, wisdom, understanding and
knowledge.
As attendance at Ultreyas and participation in the
Movement ebbs and flows it is true that enthusiasm
has been less lately than at other times.
HOWEVER, we were recently blessed with a
spectacular Ladies Weekend in May (20/21/22/23)
with 34 new sisters-in-Christ making Cursillo and a
total of 90 women between team and candidates
being inspired by Jesus Christ, by each other, and by
the Holy Spirit who was so evident in the love and
participation of the women there. Participation that
we will continue to nurture by our constant
communication with them, and through their
sponsors specifically in the upcoming months. If the
Ultreya immediately following was any indication,
we are looking forward to a new injection of spirit in
the Movement.

PART 2 - by incoming Lay Director Peggy Maas

The new Vancouver Secratariat feels confident and
excited to accept the challenge of keeping this
insurgence of new enthusiasm alive and growing.

It is my honour to have accepted the position of Lay
Director taking over as of the beginning of May. My
husband Patrick and I made our Cursillo in 1997 and
1998 respectively and we truly, truly love the
movement. We are the people my predecessor speaks

In His Service,
Peggy Maas
Lay Director

Some of the diocesan banners
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Witness
Daily we touch Him
Bless Me Cursillistas for I am a Sinner. It has been
about 4 years since my last 4th day (witness) talk.
I'm Brian Lynch and I made my Cursillo in May of 93
at Camp Geddie and I sat at the table of St Florian.
The opening remark, as some of you may have
recognized, is a beginning to the sacrament of
reconciliation and a bit from an AA introduction.
Hopefully my talk will provide you an appreciation
as to why I started with this opening.
My life as a Cursillista started when I admitted at the
end of my weekend that I was a closet Catholic and
that one of my goals would be to come out of the
closet. My efforts to improve as a Christian has been
much like life where there are wins, ties and losses. I
think a couple of times in the last 12 years I may have
made it out of the closet, but I'm sure I have never let
go of the door knob. My only consolation in this is the
fact that I am still trying and with this in mind I will
cover some of the highs and lows of my recent
journey.
Now if you are anything like me, I know that they say
that we are all sinners but gee whiz, that doesn't make
me feel any better or stop me spending time beating
myself up for it. Because of this feeling one of the
personal prayers that I frequently used was "0 please
God give me the grace to ask your forgiveness before
I die".
Well a couple of years ago I started to meditate on the
prayers that I was saying, to see if I could get some
insight for where I was and how I could improve on
how I lived my life. When I was saying the Hail Mary
I could almost hear the Holy Spirit say “Brian listen to
what you are saying”, when I got to the last phrase
which goes "pray for us sinners now and at the hour
of our death."
When I thought more about this I really started to
accept the fact that God really does accept the fact
that I am a sinner and isn't condemning me for being
one. With that established, my next issue was "how
do I handle this?” I know God doesn't want me to be

a sinner so it must have something to do with me
learning form my sins and making something good
come from them. I now try to understand the how
and the why of not getting caught out again. I also
now try to repair the damage I caused by my sin as
soon as possible. When I am doing this and not
slipping back in the old practice of saying “that
wasn't very bright and I better remember to confess
that one”, I still say "0 please God give me the grace to
ask your forgiveness before I die", but I don't feel that
desperate need, as I feel I am now that I am asking
God's forgiveness on sort of an on going basis and
demonstrating that I really am trying.
The other segment of a prayer that really changed my
out-look was the portion of the Our Father , "forgive
us our sins as we forgive those who trespass against
us", and I started to reflect on how I forgave others,
and it wasn't that unconditional forgiveness that I
was hoping to receive from God. As Yvonne will
attest to, I've still have a lot to work on in that area
but when ever I say the Our Father those words ring
pretty loud.
In preparing this talk I was contemplating what other
areas of spiritual growth had occurred in my life and
what came to mind was how I started my last 4th day
talk, I think it went something like, "I can't imagine
what I did wrong recently because I think my
punishment was Basil asking me to do a 4th day talk.
What ever it was must have been really bad, because I
really dislike writing and standing up in front of a
group and talking".
I have to say that this was bit a bit of sarcasm to
lighten up the crowd, but as with all things sarcastic
there is always a little truth in it. Looking back, the
truth in it for me at that time was that I did feel at
times that God did punish or reward us for what we
did in our lives. Over the past few years I have
meditated on this as I couldn't figure out why I was
getting off so easy, so many rewards and no great
punishments, you can't really consider giving a 4th
day talk as punishment.
Well recently I had a little altercation with my tractor
and it won. It started me thinking of the punishment
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concept and because I got off so easy I thought (now
you have to realize when I say I thought, what I really
mean is I asked the Holy Spirit, “what does this really
mean as I really believe that the Holy Spirit inspires
all of my really great ideas. It’s that little voice I keep
hearing that says, “Brian do you remember hearing,
what about this, how about looking at it this way”).
Well in this case the Holy Spirit said this isn't a
punishment issue because if it was, We would have
whacked you a lot harder than We did. I can't say
how many times I've heard it, but I now truly believe
that God puts things into my life that are there to
challenge me as a Christian and they are there to
allow me to grow as a Christian.
The accident also allowed me to look seriously at
where I was in my life. This was a real low time for
me, I had been thinking that I was slipping in my life
spiritually, there were a whole bunch of excuses why
I had not been making it to group, I was grumbling
about work, I had gotten back to running, but that
wasn't helping my attitude much. Well it all came to
sort of a head when as usual I came up with one of
my sarcastic remarks. This time it was when I was in
the hospital waiting to have my ankle examined, a

nurse asked me if she could get me anything, she was
probably referring to something for the pain, but as
Yvonne was sitting there and I wanted to lighten up
the mood, I said, "Yvonne would probably appreciate
you giving me something for my attitude". In this
case there was a whole bunch of truth in that remark and
with that remark the light came on,. I'm ‘kinda’ slow some
days and at times it takes a whack up the side of the head
to catch my attention. But with that remark the light did
come on, and I realized that what was missing in my life
was the effort to make more time for God.
So now I realize and fully believe:
what a great blessing giving a 4th day talk is,
that I may be a sinner, but with God's help I can
learn from my sins and demonstrate to others
that a major part of being a Christian is being a
rehabilitating sinner
and that the way to make the journey easier is
to make it with friends.
DeColores

The participants at the Encounter are commissioned in the name of the
Church and in the name of Cursillo.
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Jesters’ Corner
..........No
..........No Sad Saints Here!!
Here !!
Jesters' Corner is a regular feature open to all Cursillistas and intended to serve as resource
material for Cursillo weekends. Please forward submissions to the editor.

Father Murphy walks into a pub in Donegal, and
says to the first man he meets,
"Do you want to go to heaven?"
The man said, "I do Father."
The priest said, "Then stand over there against
the wall."
Then the priest asked the second man,
"Do you want to got to heaven?"
"Certainly, Father," was the man's reply. "
Then stand over there against the wall," said the
priest.
Then Father Murphy walked up to O'Toole and
said, "Do you want to go to heaven?"
O'Toole said, "No, I don't Father."
The priest said, "I don't believe this. You mean to
tell me that when you die you don't want to go to
heaven?"
O'Toole said, "Oh, when I die, yes. I thought you
were getting a group together to go right now!!
**************************************
O'Toole worked in the lumber yard for twenty
years and all that time he'd been stealing the wood
and selling it. At last his conscience began to
bother him and he went to confession to repent.

She shook her head at the sad news, then turned
to the stranger sitting next to her and asked,
"How many is a Brazilian?"
***************************************
A little girl was talking to her teacher about
whales.
The teacher said it was physically impossible for a
whale to swallow a human because even though it
was a very large mammal its throat was very small.
The little girl stated that Jonah was swallowed by
a whale.
Irritated, the teacher reiterated that a whale
could not swallow a human; it was physically
impossible.
The little girl said, "When I get to heaven I will
ask Jonah".
The teacher asked, " What if Jonah went to hell?"

"Father, it's 15 years since my last confession, and
I've been stealing wood from the lumber yard all
those years," he told the priest.

*********************************************

"I understand my son," says the priest. "Can you
make a Novena?"

A Sunday school teacher was discussing the Ten
Commandments with her five and six year olds.

O’Toole said: “Father if you’ve got the plans, I’ve
got the lumber”.

After explaining the commandment to "honour" thy
Father and thy Mother, she asked, "Is there a
commandment that teaches us how to treat our
brothers and sisters?"
Without missing a beat one little boy (the oldest
of a family) answered,

******************************************
A raven-haired beauty was sitting on the train
reading the newspaper.
The headline blared, "12 Brazilian Soldiers Killed."

The little girl replied, "Then you ask him".

"Thou shall not kill."
*******************************************
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ESSAY
“ESSAY” is a column, that provides a vehicle in which the talks and reflections from Cursillo leaders around the country (and
abroad) can be shared with the larger audience. Hopefully these ‘essays’ will provide the basis for further discussion. If anyone
cares to respond, please feel free to send your commentary to Fully Alive. The following is the presentation given by Fr. Syd
Mifflen at the 2005 Encounter.

THE PERSON AS THE IMAGE OF GOD
George Washington Carver was a scientist who found
a lot of uses, both medical and industrial, for the
lowly peanut, and was renowned for his scientific
discoveries. He was also a black man, living in the
southern U.S. when prejudice against blacks was
rampant. He used to tell the members of the black
community not to let themselves be defined by those
who are prejudiced against them.
It happened that Carver was brought to Washington
to explain his work with the peanut before the Senate
Ways and Means Committee in January of 1921. He
expected such a high-level committee to handle the
business at hand with dignity and proper decorum.
He was shocked when speakers who got up ahead of
him to make their presentations were treated in a very
demeaning manner and harassed.
As a black man, he was last on the list and so, after
three days, he finally walked up the aisle to speak.
On the way up he heard one of the committee
members say – and quite loudly for all to hear – “I
suppose you have plenty of peanuts and watermelon
to keep you happy!” He ignored the remark as an
ignorant slur, though it stung him. He was further
hurt on seeing another committee member sitting
there with his hat on and his feet on the table. When
the chairman of the Ways and Means Committee told
the member to take off his hat, he said out loud,
“Down where I come from we don’t accept any
nigger’s testimony, and I don’t see what this fellow
can say that has any bearing on this committee.”
At this point George Washington Carver was ready to
turn around and go back home, but as he wrote in his
autobiography, “Whatever they said of me, I knew
that I was a child of God, and so I said to myself
inwardly, ‘Almighty God, let me carry out your
will.’” He got to the podium and was told that he had
twenty minutes to speak. Carver opened up his
display case and began to explain his project..
Well, so engaging was his discussion that those
twenty minutes went all too quickly. The chairman
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rose and asked for an extension so Carver could
continue his presentation, which he did for an hour
and three-quarters. They voted him four more
extensions, so he spoke for several hours. At the end
of his talk they all stood up and gave him a long
round of applause. And all this because he refused to
be defined by the labels of his culture. (Taken from
William Bausch, A World of Stories for Preachers and
Teachers, Twenty-Third Publications, Mystic, CT.,
1998.)
In the light of this story, and of the difficulty that
Carver faced in being convinced of his own dignity as
a person, it becomes somewhat clearer why the
Person was one of the topics of the Conversations of
Cala Figuera, and why Eduardo Bonnin insisted on
the connection between a healthy concept of the
dignity of the person and the charism of Cursillo.
Every person everywhere is looking for the same
thing, to be valued and respected as a person.
Cursillo and Cursillistas must realize that the person
who stands in front of them is more important than
any task, and goal we might have. People have to
come to an acceptance of themselves as they are (as
did Carver) and only then can they reach out to
others.
The constitutions of most supposedly democratic
countries will normally include a clause stating that
all people are created equal, or something to that
effect, touting the ideal of equality as one of the
foundations of a true democracy. It may be coupled
with other phrases or clauses stating similar ideals,
such as freedom, the right to happiness, and so on.
Seldom is there any accompanying statement
indicating the basis on which such equality or
freedom or right to happiness stands, and even less
often is it said that the true basis of these ideals is the
will of God Who created us in God’s own image. (I
know that the attempt to avoid exclusive language in
this context sometimes leads to awkward phrasing in
the English language, and I ask to be excused for
that.)
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Indeed, equality of persons has become a slogan in
our society, often promoted without any conscious
effort to define its true meaning. It is easy to say that
equality does not mean sameness, but in fact it does.
But sameness in what? Equality between the sexes
does not mean the sameness in physical or emotional
characteristics of men and women. Equality does not
even mean the sameness of rights; I may have the
right to own something that another person doesn’t
have the right to own, and vice-versa, although the
right to property is not the most fundamental right.
When it comes to the most fundamental of rights, we
are indeed the same and equal. But we must be
careful of those who would always see equality as
sameness in everything, or at least act as if the two
could be equated.
The most fundamental quality in which all persons
are equal is our dignity as persons created in the
image of God. I expect that all of us here would agree
with that statement, but I believe it is important to be
able not only to defend that position, but actively to
promote it. To do so, one must really understand
what it means. That is why it is one of the ten topics
of the Conversations. It is fundamental to Cursillo
because it is fundamental in the Gospel. The Person
is Jesus’ business.
Sometimes the best way to approach the
understanding of a concept is to say what it does not
mean. Let’s see what this would mean for our
understanding of the person as the image of God.
First of all, it is obvious that we don’t “look” like God,
since God is spirit. The image of God has nothing to
do with our physical characteristics. Even if we talk
about those human attributes that are spiritual rather
than physical, we cannot say that in any way we look
like God, Who is infinite. Secondly, there is nothing
gender-specific about our being the image of God;
men don’t reflect the image of God any more like God
than women do, despite views to the contrary that
have at times characterized our culture. Nor do racial
or ethnic features enter into the image of God that we
reflect. As St. Paul said, “In Christ there is neither
Jew nor Greek, male nor female ........”
So what do we mean when we say the person is made
in the image of God? As a start in answering that
question, let’s see what the Scriptures say:
Genesis 1:24 – “Let us make humankind in
our image, according to our likeness......”
John 8:1-11 – the story of the woman caught
in adultery.
Psalm 139 – God’s intimate knowledge and
care for each of His human creatures.
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I Cor. 12: “Now you are the Body of Christ,
and individually members of it.”
What is most essential about God is that God is
Three-in-One and the Persons of the Trinity love one
another with an infinite love. So for a person to be
the image of God must mean that she/he reflects in
some finite way this essential characteristic, that is,
the power to love.
It is, indeed, our human
experience that we can love, and that it is when we
love that we seem to be most human.
But to love requires freedom – no one is forced to
love; the very notion is self-contradictory. So we can
say that God created us free so that we could love,
and reflect divine love. Our misunderstanding of this
fact shows up when we so often ask, “Why did God
allow (this suffering)?” when the cause of the
suffering is directly or indirectly rooted in human
freedom. An example of this can be seen when we
lament the early death of a person struck down by
lung cancer. We know that lung cancer is to a large
extent preventable, but it requires that we freely
choose to avoid things like smoking and occasions
where we might inhale noxious or toxic gases from
the environment, substances that are freely placed
there by other humans. So it is true that humans can
be accused of indirectly causing lung cancer. This is
only a small example of the point to be made, and
other instances might be much more complicated to
analyze, but it is nevertheless true that so many of the
traumas that we think of as being caused or permitted
by God are in fact caused by humans.
So to be free means that we can choose to do right or
wrong, good or evil (although some will argue that
moral freedom gives us only the right to choose
good.). To do evil is to fail to love. To do good is to
love, since you can’t “do good” without involving
other persons either directly or indirectly. However,
because humans are limited in both intelligence and
freedom, one might mistakenly choose to love in a
way that does not result in doing good, but one
cannot deliberately choose to do evil and claim that
one loves, or to do harm to another and say that one
is loving that other. For example, one cannot
deliberately use another person for sexual pleasure
alone and claim that this is an act of love. It is true,
though, that sometimes we have to choose to do
something that is physically or emotionally hurtful to
another for a greater good, as in doing surgery to
bring about healing.
You may be reminded here of what we find in the
introductory pages of the Pilgrim’s Guide, and I
quote: “One can only be fully alive if he or she has
discovered the meaning of life. The way to find this

23

VOLUME 8 ISSUE 4

meaning of life is in accepting yourself for who you
are, living today to the full, after you have entrusted
your past to the Almighty by the acceptance of Grace,
without being consumed by what you have done nor
distracted by what you have not done.
It is
completely assuming the dynamics of life itself; it is
the balance and the peace of knowing yourself as a
person, much more attainable than the balance
between your qualities and your known defects.
Knowing that you can be better is the conviction that,
by using the means at your disposal (acts of the will),
you have the opportunity of achieving your
maximum potential in being a person and helping
others do the same. Travelling the road in company
is insurance to help you persevere. The one who goes
through life alone (by preference, by choice, or
through their own fault), has lost the joy of
friendship.” (P.G., p. 9-10)
To paraphrase this quotation, it is in the acceptance of
oneself as a person created in God’s image that opens
the door to positive choices in life, while also allowing
one to forgive oneself for failures, because of God’s
grace. It is in the strength gathered from others with
whom one journeys, who share one’s goals, that the
journey becomes easier and the goal becomes more
attainable. One can see here the method of Cursillo,
to know oneself, to know Christ, and to know others,
and to consolidate that knowledge through friendship
and partnership with Christ in serving others, all of
which is facilitated through Group Reunion and
Ultreya.
We frequently hear the phrase, “he (or she) is a
‘person of dignity.’” People sometimes confuse
dignity with prestige. But prestige is a measure of the
respect others have for a person; it is not inherent to
the person, and may even be accorded for reasons
contrary to the true dignity of the person. It may
result from wealth, power, good position in society,
or other realities external to the person. Our dignity
as persons is based on the fact that we are made in the
image of God, which is inherent to the human person,
belongs to each and every one, and cannot be
destroyed. Anything that would deface that image is
an insult to our dignity and worth and an offense to
God. What led to our downfall in the story of our
first parents was their refusal to see their dignity and
freedom as bestowed by God, thinking rather that if
was theirs by right. It does not lessen our dignity to
acknowledge that it lies in our being God’s beloved
creatures.
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recognize the connection between love of neighbour
and justice, particularly social justice. Let me tell you
a story that illustrates the point. You may have heard
this before, as it is told in one form or another in
several sources.
The story goes like this. There was a village situated
on the bank of a river, just around a rather sharp bend
in the river. One day the villagers were astounded to
see three bodies floating down the river. One was
that of an old man who was dead; the second was of a
younger man who was living but very weak; the third
was that of a child, still in good health. The villagers
retrieved the bodies. They buried the old man
tenderly. They looked after the sick man and restored
him to health. And they provided a family for the
child, who cam to love his new parents and siblings.
The next week the same thing happened; three more
bodies came floating down the river, of the same age
and condition as the first three. The villagers
responded as they had the first time. This was
repeated week after week, until the villagers came to
expect it and were always prepared to care for these
afflicted persons. Yet, no one had thought to go
around the bend of the river to discover why these
bodies kept coming to them. The villagers were
happy to care for the dead, the sick and the orphaned,
but did not seek to know the causes of death, sickness
or abandonment of those for whom they cared.
(Rolheiser, Ron, The Human Longing)
One of our rollos is entitled Christianity in Action.
Christianity in Action is not simply waiting for the
opportunity to do acts of charity; it is being proactive
– going out to look for opportunities not only to be
charitable, but to re-establish justice where injustice
exists, to promote reconciliation where division exists,
to seek ways of promoting growth where stagnation
exists. It is not enough to meet regularly in Group
Reunion to be concerned about one’s piety and study;
we must plan action and practice action and review
our actions so that when the opportunities for action
that is not planned arise, we will spontaneously
respond.
In the light of the above story, and of what had been
said earlier, let me make the following statements:
•

•
We Christians are quick to say that the primary
commandments are to love God and to love one’s
neighbour. We are sometimes slow to say what that
means in practice. And we are slower yet to
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•

To say that every person is made in the
image of God is to acknowledge that all are
of equal dignity and all have the same basic
rights.
If I have the right to food, clothing, shelter
and safety as the elements of a reasonable
standard of living, so do all other humans.
As long as there are people in this world
who do not enjoy this minimum standard,
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•

•

then injustice exists, which means that the
dignity and rights of the person are being
ignored or insufficiently attended to.
Most often this injustice is rooted in systems
– economic, political, military systems –
rather than in the malice of one particular
individual
If we do not know the root causes of
injustice, we are like the villagers in the story
I related a few moments ago. We think that
our acts of charity are sufficient witness to
our recognition of the dignity of others, but
fail to realize that if we practised justice,
those acts of charity would not be necessary,
and a lot of suffering would be removed
from our world.

We say that Cursillo exists primarily to reach out to
the faraway, by whom we mean those who are
unaware of, alienated from or otherwise distanced
from Christ. But the major reason for this distancing
is the injustice that exists in our world, which is
basically a refusal to recognize and be influenced by a
sense of the dignity of the person as the image of God,
and the rights that follow on that. Tragically, such
injustice is sometimes perpetrated by the Church
itself, or by individual Christians, which then drives
others away from Christ rather than attracting them
to Him. And it is not our preaching that will attract
the faraway, but the witness of our manner of life, so
that they will wonder why we act as we do and
conclude that we must be what we say we are –
Christians who truly believe in Christ.
I said that one of the aspects of a minimum standard
of living is safety. The opposite is fear of violence.
Our world is full of violence – not only physical
violence, but emotional and spiritual violence as well.
We are witnessing a society in which our young are
sometimes attracted to rather than repelled by images
of violence, and this is reflected in their own
behaviour – witness the outbreak of violent crime by
youth in Halifax recently, as just one example.
This notion of the person as the image of God must
not remain an abstract concept for us. If it does, we
will remain attracted only to persons we ‘like.” We
must find all persons attractive, not because of their
external qualities but because they are made in God’s
image, however unlikable they may be from a purely
human perspective. Remember the story of the Sister
of Charity (Mother Theresa’s community) who was
seen by a passer-by caring for a man who was close to
death, lying in the gutter, who said to her, “Sister, I
wouldn’t do that for a million dollars.” “Neither
would I,” said the Sister.
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•
•
•

•
•
•

•

How, then can we make this concept
concrete in our lives?
First, we need to reflect on what justice,
particularly social justice, really means.
Second, we must see clearly the instances of
injustice around us
not only individual injustice, but social,
systemic injustice
Third, we must understand the contradiction
between this injustice and gospel values
Fourth, we must translate our understanding
into action.
Fifth, we must look again and see the
consequences of our action, and correct the
instances where we may have failed. Then
we start all over again.
All of this must be done in an environment
of prayer and worship.

Does this begin to sound like what we try to do
through Group Reunion?
I started out talking about the Person as the Image of
God and ended up talking about doing justice. If I
have done a decent job of speaking of the Person as
the Image of God, you will know why I have ended
up talking about doing justice; if you don’t see the
connection, then I haven’t made myself understood,
and I’m sorry for that.
We have come to this Encounter as groups of
Cursillistas with different ethnic backgrounds. To
some extent we are visibly different; we are also
differentiated by our mother tongues; we have
different customs in our celebrations and even in our
everyday lives; we may have experienced other
differences among us. But none of those differences is
basic to who we are as persons. We are persons made
in God’s image, and just as we have tried during this
Encounter to look beyond our differences to what
gives each one of us dignity, so we must look beyond
whatever superficial differences we find in the people
we meet where we live, work or socialize, and
recognize the basic importance of the person made in
God’s image, free to love but often inhibited by his or
her environment from expressing that love. We must
see Christ in others, so that we see the effects of a
damaging environment upon them, and want to
change that environment. The many injustices in our
world must not drive us into cocoons, but rather
energize us to bring about change, always in the light
of what we know from the Gospel. If Cursillo gives
us a method for doing this, let us not forget that the
method is not the end, and that it important only
insofar as it helps us achieve the end. Let us not be
satisfied with meeting in Group Reunion and Ultreya
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if we are having no effect on the de-Christianizing
nature of our environment

different than the narrow us. Give your gifts to all of
us equally.

I already quoted from Ron Rolheiser’s book, The
Human Longing. Here is another passage from it, in
which he elaborates on the Lord’s Prayer in the
context of doing justice. It may provide us with some
material for reflection and prayer.

This day.... not tomorrow. Do not let us push
things off into some indefinite future so that we can
continue to live justified lives in the face of injustice
because we can make good excuses for our own
inactivity.

Our Father.... who always stands with the
weak, the powerless, the poor, the abandoned, the
sick, the aged, the very young, the unborn, and those
who, by victim of circumstance, bear the heat of the
day.

Our daily bread.... so that each person in the
world may have enough food, enough clean water,
enough clean air, adequate health care, and sufficient
access to education so as to have the sustenance for a
healthy life. Teach us to give from our sustenance
and not just from our surplus.

Who art in heaven.... where everything will be
reversed, where the first will be last and the last will
be first, but where all will be well and every manner
of being will be well.
Hallowed be thy name.... may we always
acknowledge your holiness, respecting that your
ways are not our ways, your standards not our
standards. May the reverence we give your name
pull us out of the selfishness that prevents us from
seeing the suffering of our neighbour.
Your kingdom come.... help us to create a
world where, beyond our own needs and hurts, we
will do justice, love tenderly, and walk humbly with
you and each other.
Your will be done.... open our freedom to let
you in so that the complete mutuality that
characterizes your life might flow through our veins
and thus the life that we help generate may radiate
your equal love for all and your special love for the
poor.
On earth as in heaven.... may the work of our
hands, the temples and structures we build in this
world, reflect the temple and structure of your glory
so that the joy, graciousness tenderness and justice of
heaven will show forth within all of our structures on
earth.

And forgive us our trespasses.... forgive us our
blindness toward our neighbour, our selfpreoccupation, our racism, our sexism, and our
incurable propensity to worry about ourselves and
our own. Forgive us our capacity to watch the
evening news and do nothing about it.
As we forgive those who trespass against us....
help us to forgive those who victimize us. Help us to
mellow out in spirit, to not grow bitter with age, to
forgive the imperfect parents and systems that
wounded, cursed and ignored us..
And do not put us to the test.... do not judge us
only by whether we have fed the hungry, given
clothing to the naked, visited the sick, or tried to
mend the systems that victimized the poor. Spare us
this test for none of us can stand before your gospel
scrutiny. Give us, instead, more days to mend our
ways, out selfishness, and our systems.
But deliver us from evil.... that is, from the
blindness that lets us continue to participate in
anonymous systems within which we need not see
who gets less as we get more.
Amen
De Colores

Give.... life and love to us and help us to see
always everything as gift. Help us to know that
nothing comes to us by right and that we must give
because we have been given to. Help us realize that
we must give to the poor, not because they need it,
but because our own health depends upon our giving
to them.

************************************************************

Us.... the truly plural us. Give not just to our
own but to everyone, including those who are very

A weekend with a bunch of strangers
I have better ways to spend my time
Sixty-five dollars – a lot of money
I shouldn’t have to spend a dime
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This poem was written by a young candidate who is twenty
two years old, and grand-daughter of Ed and Theresa
Bowden of Lower Sackville. She composed it after making a
recent Cursillo weekend in Halifax.

VOLUME 8 ISSUE 4

“You’ll be surprised,” my mother promised
“By what you see and hear.
You’ll cherish this time forever,
If you can let go of your fear”
But fear is something I hold on to
As well as anger, hurt and pain
I wish that I could let them go
For I view this time with great disdain
My Nan’s a long-time Cursillista
Who never thought she’d live to see
The day two of her daughters
Would also Cursillista’s be
I can’t believe it’s really here
This weekend that I’ve dreaded
Off to church for three whole days
That’s exactly where I’m headed
I have to have a cigarette first
Before I go and greet my fate
Don’t rush me please, I won’t be long
I’m sure the church can wait
So many people, names and faces
“It’s a pleasure to meet you, I’m sure”
But in my head I’m frantically thinking
“Please let me go back out that door”
My mother’s overcome with emotion
As she remembers how not long ago
She and my aunt made their own Cursillo
But what moved her to tears, I don’t know
My aunt looks to us, to my cousin and I
And a smile grows wide on her face
“Isn’t it funny how when I see you again,
That you won’t want to leave this place”
We are quite doubtful, my cousin and I
Looking around at our weekend home
“It could be worse,” I whisper to her
“At least I’m with you, not alone”
“I don’t want to be here” is her response
And as I nod my head to agree
A woman, a stranger, joins us and vows
“We’ll be hugging in no time, you’ll see”
For my mother and aunt, it’s now time to leave
And we follow although we should stay
We’ll go back soon but again we must smoke
There is simply no other way
For in only ten minutes of being inside
Our nerves went from bad to shot
Hugging and sharing and laughing with strangers?
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Now, how’s that for a crazy thought?
Once we return to our religious nest,
A church hall divided in three,
We set up our beds on the pre-assigned floor
And further apart our beds couldn’t be
Friends and families must mix with others
Apparently that is the rule
But my cousin and I don’t want to mix
And we find this rule stupid and cruel
Shortly, we head for the rollo room
A small place for song and for speech
It’s a short course in Christianity
And this room is where they will teach
We rush to a table, my cousin and I
And we laugh as we sit side by side
But it isn’t we who’ll have the last laugh
For into separate groups, we’ll divide
I am placed at Saint Hildegard’s table
While to Saint Teresa my cousin does go
And as for Saints Andrew, Catherine and Ann
Not a single face do I know
In my group are four other women
Oh, how very different are we
Not a likeness apparent between us
A group more unique couldn’t be
As the rollos begin to unravel
As life stories slowly unfold
I find that my mind starts to open
I find that my heart’s not so cold
And once a rollo has ended
Amongst each group there is talk
The rollistas are amazing
With their inner strength of a rock
The friendships begin to flourish,
As a flower in summer does grow
I notice the atmosphere changing
As we allow God’s great love to flow
We rename our tables, It’s Harlots for us
We’re harmonious, virtuous, true
Christ didn’t judge, he loved us to death
And that includes Harlots, too
St. Teresa of the Little Flower
Would turn her head in great alarm
To learn of her namesakes, those Holy Terrors
Luckily, on their side is charm
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The group at Saint Andrew’s are Hookers
But not in the way you believe
This particular Saint was a fisher
And for fish, he used hooks to retrieve
There also are Mama’s Rug Rats
Of Saint Catherine’s – joyous, they be
And last but not least are Ann’s Angels
But are they angelic? We’ll see
We sit and we listen, we talk and we laugh
We sing songs, open up, really care
The likeness between us begins to show now
Through the values and morals we share
Do not anticipate – live for the moment
Be kind and gentle each day
Cherish the beauty that thrives all around us
And follow the path of God’s way
We’re handed a piece of paper
With a song to sing for our meal
And a small part of me still wonders
Are these people really for real?
I do not sing, I won’t join in
Is it considered a sin if I don’t?
Oh, what a surprise to hear my own voice
Do you know what happened? I don’t
We march to the room by the kitchen
Our voices grow louder each step
De Colores of love and of colors
So beautiful that my heart wept
With each meal comes a welcome surprise
Prepared by the team and the staff
It was during these skits I learned the truth
Well, my nanny, I think must be daft
In all honesty though, I truly must say
She’s my hero, my friend and my hope
Without her love so bright and so true
Many times I couldn’t have coped
When we return to our beds later on
Yet another surprise do we see
A pile of letters, shiny and bright
Now what is it this could be?
Palanca means lever, to lift something up
The Community’s the lever I praise
From as near as our home, to far places unknown
With these letters our spirits are raised
And at nighttime I laugh, ironic to think
How many nights at home I lost sleep
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I worried about all the snoring I’d hear
But with earplugs you don’t hear a peep
More ironic still was the worry I’d felt
Over the women that I would meet
Meeting these women was like coming home
The puzzle piece missing, complete
About these women, I must say a bit
But a bit’s not enough, I’m afraid
Yet as time grows short in this poem that I write
Please know that my feelings won’t fade
To the women with which I spent my days
Hilde’s Harmonious Five
Thank you for bringing me out of my shell
And for being so great inside
To the women with which I spent my breaks
There were quite a few more of you
Thank you for sharing your personal stories
And for letting your light shine though
To the women of kitchen and women of team
So deeply you touched my heart
Thank you so much for all that you did
I’d list it but where would I start?
To the women of the 46th
And the Community of friends
Thank you for all the memories
I’ll take them with me till the end
There are two women who especially moved me
With their strength and the love in their hearts
My grandmother one, my new friend the other
In their eyes is where Heaven starts
And now here we are, my cousin and I
And there’s something I want to say
I’m so glad that I did this with you
I can’t picture another way
Since we were born, like sisters we grew
Sharing the things that friends do
But in this time I just need you to know
That more than ever, I sure do love you
Once the packing’s all finished
We say a small prayer
Thanking God for this weekend
And for the friends we made there
And suddenly, one last surprise
As we sing De Colores once more
We go from weeping to openly sobbing
As the Community walks through the door
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As they join us in our finale song
There’s not a dry eye to be found
Hundreds of voices all singing together
Could there be a more beautiful sound?
A weekend with such wonderful people
I wish to that time to return
Sixty-five dollars is nothing compared
To what this Cursillista has earned
Jennifer Crooks
April 21-24, 2005

FROM
OUR
READERS

Please forward comments to Fully Alive
C/o CCCC Resource Centre.

We received some comments on the evaluation forms
from the Encounter regarding the lecture style seating
for the presentations. e.g
“I miss sitting at a table, not only for discussions
but for singing and hearing the talks as well. We
really had precious little time to be together as a
group”.
This is really a catch 22 situation. As our conferences
get larger, finding suitable and AFFORDABLE
facilities becomes more difficult. CCCC acknowledges
that the ideal is to have people assigned to table
groups and to then stay in those groups both to listen
to the presentations and for discussion. However,
sometimes it comes to the point where the available
facility either does not have a large enough room to
accommodate sufficient numbers of tables, (they take
a lot more space than rows of chairs) or the only space
offered is a lecture hall.
We never want to get into a position where we have
to turn people away from the Conference due to lack
of space, therefore it becomes necessary to have
people listen to the presentations in the larger
community, breaking then into small groups for the
discussions.

The trick of course is to devise a way for those groups
to be formed very quickly at the beginning of the
proceedings and to make it simple enough for the
group members to find each other.
This topic was discussed at the recent Officers’
meeting and a quick and more efficient way for
people to find their groups will be devised for the
next conference where actual table groups are not
possible. Fortunately, for next year’s conference, this
will not be a problem, the facility is very spacious and
the conference room can accommodate more tables
than we need.

Conference 2006
Where: Cornwallis, Nova Scotia
Hosted by: Yarmouth Diocese
Date:
June 22-25
The Officers held a recent meeting in
Nova Scotia and had the opportunity to
tour the facility and to meet with the
organizing committee.
To say it is a beautiful location would
be an understatement. Situated beside
a long, sandy beach on the Bay of
Funday, it promises to be a time of
great companionship, great discussions,
and great opportunities for going
deeper into the Foundational Charism.
Plan now to attend and while you are
there, spend a few extra days in this
magnificent area of our country.
More information will be available in
the coming months.
Mark the date on your calendars now!!29
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IN CONVERSATION
With
EDUARDO BONNIN
In April of this year, Eduardo Bonnin sent a message on a
DVD that was shown at the National Encounter. This is
the text of the message. The DVD will be available for sale
through the Resource Centre.

Interviewer:

Good morning Eduardo and thank
you for seeing us in your office here in Mallorca.
Eduardo, since 1992 Sheelagh Winston and Father
Gaston have been working intensely to promote the
essence of the Cursillo Charism in the Englishspeaking community in Canada, as well as Carlos
Muñoz in the Spanish-speaking community. Now
that the First Multicultural Encounter of Cursillos in
Canada is taking place, we would like you to tell us
how we can more effectively promote and share the
Foundational Charism in both communities.

Eduardo:

I believe that how a community
should be is perfectly exemplified by the first
Christian communities. This cultural union that
exists in Canada surprised me quite a lot. I remember
that I was in Alberta, Toronto and Montreal. I believe
that the Gospel must always be contemporary and
must conquer every time and space.
I was
particularly amazed by the friendship and
comprehension among the members of these
communities; I remember Canada in that way and I
have fond memories of Canada and my time spent
there. I want people to understand this, not because
of what I am saying, but because I think that when
something adapts itself to the Gospel message, there
is nothing left to do but rejoice; and I truly believe
that Canada has done this because it has understood,
adapted and lived the Gospel message. For example,
Father Gaston has understood it because we have
written to each other quite a lot. I wish I could have
time to contact him more often and to make our
correspondence, not necessarily more detailed, but
more frequent. Therefore, I hold great memories of
this and my trips to Canada because it has always
been loyal to the Foundational Charism of the
Cursillo and this is beautiful. When I see this loyalty,
not a loyalty towards myself, Eduardo Bonnín, but to
the first Cursillo ideas, that is real. I am not saying
that other ideas are not solid, but when the
Foundational Charism is, without a doubt, evoking
the Holy Spirit, this is always genuine.
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I am a witness of this force and solidarity of the
Foundational Charism and that’s why I am
overwhelmed with joy when I can speak with those to
whom I owe so much because I know that although
Christ doesn’t pay me, he deducts it from my
wrongdoing. I must admit the joy that fulfills me
when there are people who accurately interpret what
one was thinking a long time ago.

Interviewer:

How can the people in Canada
further intensify the expansion of the Foundational
Charism other than what you know they have already
done?

Eduardo:
Well I think that the truth imposes
itself on its own. When we want to broaden the
Cursillo Movement, I think that only by combining
the Gospel and our common sense can we see results
in which we want to share and expand. When we see
people that get together for an Ultreya, capable
people and people who are not incapable but are not
“fully” capable, and all of us are gathered and hold
hands, it is there that we become brothers and sisters.
I think that this is our best apostolate. Now, when we
try to expand the movement we must not lie, and we
must always tell the truth, truths that may be
‘understood’. When we say that we pray and that we
pray kneeling down, all of us gathered there don’t
have the same moral values, but talk of a place where
all of us are brothers and sisters. For example, you
have been at a conference where all have felt united
with one same purpose. Well, this is what you will
feel when you come to one of our Ultreyas and once
you ask someone you know about this, and they tell
you they are delighted with the experience, then that’s
how we should improve and strengthen the Cursillo
movement. Mind you, sometimes we do it the wrong
way. We go directly to morality and morality my
friends, is only a result of our convictions because one
cannot teach morality; one must feel it. For example,
there was this one man who had broken all ties with
his wife because he was a terrible man, and he said he
went to church only because he had to go. Now, I
told him, you must know how to give yourself
completely to Grace and be faithful to that
gracefulness and accentuate what it means to live in
Grace.
If you go to church without fully
understanding what it is you are going to, it’s not
because you don’t have the ability to listen, it’s that
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you have lost your way and don’t know what you are
going for. Whenever he went to church, on the way
out he used to say: “See, I am the same man. I went
in and I heard and I am still the same. This is useless
for me.” And of course it was because he hadn’t
listened to what I had previously said to him. I think
that by now he has come to understand a little bit
more.
Therefore, we must put the ideas in our head and put
devotion in our hearts but beware that this passion
doesn’t ‘burn’ the candidate whom we intend to take
to a Cursillo. We must be a little diplomatic, but, we
must not let diplomacy conceal the Gospel message.
We must speak the truth that is within us, even
though sometimes people are indisposed to listen to
the truth.
Now, Christ used to speak the
truth…….but that was Christ; we must tell and say
the truth in small doses. We must think: “What does
this person think of when I am speaking to him about
Grace and truthfulness?” We mustn’t think: “What
do I think about these things?”, because I already
know it, but: “what does this one person think?” Of
course, you can say that they will make friends at a
Cursillo but there are some who are not looking for
more ‘friends’ like this one man I knew. Rather, we
must look at the person face to face and see what his
or her values are, and if we can say something else
like: “You will have fun at the Cursillo”, then that’s
another way of ‘convincing’ the person. This is the
Charism that convinces people to go, when we know
the person.

Interviewer:

Now, I mentioned that since 1992
Canada has been working towards the further
development and growth of the Foundational
Charism. Now all the work that has been done on
behalf of the English-speaking community has been
done with you, no?

Eduardo:

Of course, it’s true, and I am
delighted because they, Father Gaston and Sheelagh
Winston, used to correct all the papers and after they
used to read them to me. And this they did not only
once but several times, putting a lot of their time and
effort into them so that later, I would tell them, after
evoking the Holy Spirit, what I thought about them.
What I do not like however, is that sometimes it is
believed or thought that the Foundational Charism is
without a doubt linked to my person. I think that I
defend myself when I defend the Foundational
Charism, but of course I tell you, with all humility
and truthfulness that I am a living testimony of many
true things. Father Segui used to say to me: “The
Cursillo Movement is you, and you are Cursillo”, and
I said: “No, no, no. Cursillo is an idea that the Lord
wanted me to have through the writings of Pope Pius
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XII, because it is there where it talks about the origin
of wine, and that’s the ‘stain’, and the origin of the
essence of the wine, it is not in Eduardo”. I believe
that the essence of the Charism, we owe to Pope Pius
XII who had courage and certainty in saying to do
this and to do that. He told to us to re-evaluate what
we have, as if making an inventory of all the materials
you have, situate them and do with them what you
can. And it is in this way that Cursillo came to be.
Yes, I believe that Gaston and (Sheelagh) Winston
have a lot of merit in Cursillo, but most of all, it goes
back to Pope Pius XII because the idea that the Holy
Spirit bestowed upon him came from heaven.
Now, when everything is done according to certain
norms, and it is said that Cursillos and rollos have
norms, one must be careful in applying these ‘norms’.
Sometimes it is better to apply criterion over these
norms, but, sometimes it is necessary that these norms
be applied. Norms do and must exist because we
must follow a path. Sometimes, we in Cursillo lose
our way because, even though there must be norms,
there must not be too many; just the ‘necessary’ ones
to maintain its criteria so that there may be those who
comprehend it as well.
When something is
understood, we spread what we know and this is
what we are looking for as Cursillistas. More than
making an apostolate out of speaking and convincing,
it should be more about sharing and spreading what
we know.
I believe my friends in Canada, that you are a nation
worth admiring and I do so because of the way you
have loved each other despite the different cultures.
Here in Spain, we as Mallorquins, hug each other
when we see one another. There may be some
coming from Palma, others from rural areas, and
others as tourists who are Cursillistas: And yes we
hug and greet each other warmly; and this is rightly
done. But, it is better when people from so many
different cultures, and I say it because I have seen it,
hold each other’s hands and as one sing the De
Colores song. Some are coming from the north,
others coming from the south, others coming from
Quebec where they speak French, and those coming
from Toronto where English is spoken. This fills my
heart with enthusiasm and joy. It’s the truth, many
things caught my attention and interest when I visited
Canada, but if I were to begin telling you about my
experiences there I would never finish talking.
So please receive from me a huge hug and many
thanks to the people who have made this interview,
with a humble Spaniard, who once he gets started
never stops, possible.
De Colores!
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