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OFFICERS’ CORNER
At this time. CCCC bids farewell to two of our officers who have been instrumental in bringing the
Charism of the Cursillo to Canadian Cursillistas. Father Gaston is retiring after twenty five years of
devoted service to the movement. Below is a message of farewell from him.
LIFE IS WONDERFUL!
A farewell , especially mine, is filled with mixed
charism of Cursillo lived properly somewhere as
feelings. One side deals on good things and the
it is?” My encounter with Eduardo Bonnin in
other on the not-as-good stuff. When looking
Canada listening to him, aroused in me a
back, the good side prevails for me. My
wonder, and an enthusiasm about what I heard
involvement with Cursillo started right away
from Eduardo, in January and July-August 1992,
after my Cursillo weekend in March 1974. This
about the Charism of Cursillo. I spent hours and
shows more about my age now. All these years
hours with Eduardo in Mallorca, listening,
helped me to grow in my human and Christian
listening, and listening. I wanted to have access
life. I agree with the Psalmist when he says: “I
to the Foundation of this Cursillo Movement as
will give thanks to the Lord with all my heart.”
it happened. I interviewed for many hours also
(Psalm 111(110): 1), and I do. It was a journey of
specially Fr. Gabriel Segui, the mentor and
love and in love all the way for me. Interior
spiritual director of Eduardo Bonnin, who was
peace was one great sign of my well-being in the
aware of the beginnings of Cursillo. The more I
Cursillo. The encounter with Jesus Christ has
was listening, the more my heart was enthused
been
a
constant
and convinced. My
rewarding friendship
question
was
that
boosted
my
answered with a
quality of life. I have
strong “Yes”. It is
never tired about the
lived in Mallorca.
service asked. To me,
it was a matter of
Coming back to
love. I flourished and
Canada, I wanted to
bloomed
every
spill the Good News
moment of it. My
of
the
Cursillo
twenty five years as a
Charism. As soon as
Spiritual Advisor to
I landed in Ottawa
the CCCC were of
the afternoon of
exceptional
quality
October 16, 1992, I
for myself. All the
met the Officers’
Fr. Gaston at work in the Mallorca
Officers over these
Group of CCCC
office of Eduardo Bonnin
years helped me to
gathered at Aline
become a better self.
Maisonneuve’s
In them, Christ had a different face with His
cottage in the Gatineau Hills and shared with
own heart. With all of them, I have grown.
them the fire inside myself. It was a small bush
Thanks to you all! Of course, the last fourteen
fire at the start with a great promise for the
years were of exceptional quality with the
future. It was more of a dream at that point but
Officers’ Group of the CCCC. After my
with years it brought life to the whole Cursillo
prolonged stay of ten weeks with the Founder,
of Canada, till today. I happened to be at the
Eduardo Bonnin, in Mallorca, from August to
right place, at the right moment for a renewal of
mid-October 1992, I came back on fire with the
the life of our Movement. I became a witness to
Charism. When I left in August 1992, one big
the meaning of the Foundational Charism. My
question to be resolved was on my mind: “Is the
heart rejoices now about the results we (Cursillo
3
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leaders) can reap now. Yes, God loves us, you
and me, and this is Good News to be spread.
Every human heart is dying to hear it and live it
for a better world. This is shown in a Christian
friendship with Christ reaching out to every
human being without discrimination of any
kind. We are all sons and daughters of God,
beloved people of the Holy Trinity, Father, Son
and Holy Spirit. The rest is history, mine and
yours.
What is my wish as I retire? Let me say that I do
not retire from my love of God and from my
love of my human brothers and sisters. I will
continue to search for eternal happiness in a
service of love, in humility. I wish it also for you
because it works and is fulfilling. Cursillo is a
worthwhile instrument to build a world of
brotherhood, caring love and unselfish reaching
out to those in spiritual need. This is Christ’s
command. To me, the TRIPOD of Piety, Study
and Action has worked in my depth and made
me who I am. Try it, you will like it, but it has to
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be on a daily basis. The KEY instrument that
brought me fulfillment, happiness and growth is
LOVE. I am talking about the “real” love, the
LOVE that is God’s nature:” God is love” wrote
St. John in his 1st Letter. LOVE who is
SOMEONE that made me “someone”. It showed
me that every human being is a “somebody”
worth my care, my attention and my service in
love. The important aspect is not to know more
about love but to live it fully. I have been very
happy in Cursillo and... I wish you as much.
That is what I tried the best I could because HE
loved me to death, to raise me up to live all
eternity with HIM. I am looking forward to
encounter Him face to face when time comes for
me. I thank God for the gift of Cursillo for me!
May this gift that is also yours make you a
LOVING instrument for the Kingdom of God!
With my love,
Father Gaston Rioux o.m.i.

*****************************************************************
Thank you C.C.C.C.
In the mid 90’s I started to be in touch with the
English Cursillo in Canada. It was around that
time that I met Barry Guihan from the Montreal
Cursillo and Sheelagh Winston from the
National Secretariat. Together we participated in
the II Conversations of Cala Figuera in Mallorca,
Spain in 1998. Slowly, a beautiful friendship
started to grow and I became more involved
with CCCC through the National Conferences
and through the Cursillo Center in Montreal.
Barry Guihan was the chairperson of the
C.C.C.C. at the time and due to illness he had to
retire from the position. The Officers Group
approached me to be his replacement as the
Officer from the Quebec Region. In those days I
was the also the Lay Director of the Spanish
Cursillo in Canada but my mandate was about
to finish so the timing worked well for me.
When I received the invitation, I accepted it with
joy because I knew I was going to be serving
Jesus through another group motivated by the
4

desire to promote the Charism of the Cursillo
Movement. This movement taught me that I was
a person important to my friend Jesus, and I
knew that this invitation would open my
horizons in the Cursillo Movement with the
great opportunity to make more cursillista
friends and that is what happened throughout
these years. I can tell you I have many friends
from one coast to the other in this beautiful
country.
At the beginning I was not 100% confident about
the way to convey my thoughts in English
because it is not my mother tongue. But I was
counting on the Lord’s Grace to do it. During
these years of service I became a bit more fluent
and effective in my oral and written
communications during the meetings and in
emails. All this let me share more deeply from
my heart and learn from my friends in the
Officers Group. I can tell you that some times it
was not easy but they, with Christian charity,
got to understand my point of view.
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Through these years in service I discovered the
hunger for God in myself and in many
cursillistas. Also, I discovered that all that we
have shared about the Foundational Charism is
well received. I believe this because the message
is simple, which doesn’t mean easy. I know the
Officers Group tried never to impose its
convictions. We were always sharing our
understanding discerned from our deep
reflections. We believed that the cursillistas
must be free to think what they want so that
when someone shared a different way of seeing
the same subject the Holy Spirit could help
people to understand and to change it to what
was necessary. I experienced these changes

Carlos and Fr. Gaston share the fun.
many times and I was sure it was the action of
the Holy Spirit. We were just instruments in his
hands.
The Charism of the Cursillo Movement is not
easy to understand. The reason is its simplicity.
And we the people of the world don’t like
simply things. We prefer to live our lives in a
complicated way. During these 7 years I saw the
evolution that was happening among the
cursillistas all over the country. Now I can see
more and more cursillistas understand that the
Charism through its method and movement is
meant to bring the Good News that God in
Christ loves all His children.
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I know I didn’t do everything I wanted, but I
know I gave the best of myself serving my dear
Cursillo Movement. After all these years I can
tell you I feel I am a better person because I
learned how to deal with persons of different
cultures and with different personalities. I grew
as a Christian because I got closer to Christ,
making Him the core of my life more and more
everyday.
I experienced that the Officers Group is not a
group of authority; it is only a group of service.
It is a group of friends, stewards, servants for
the Cursillo Movement. The main mission is to
maintain the essence of the Cursillo Movement
in Canada. Frequently we reflect
on the Charism to keep on track. I
agree that we need leaders who
think. We will achieve little or
nothing simply by concentrating
our efforts to learn How to do
things,
without
first
understanding the Why of
everything that is done in the
Cursillo.
I
recommend
to
other
Cursillistas that they prayerfully
reflect upon the invitation if
someone from the Officers Group
invites them to be part of it. It is
another way to give back what
we received in our Weekend. As
Christians we should be grateful
and our gratitude should express
itself in our joyful service.
I want to thank the Lord for counting on my
qualities as a person despite all my limitations. I
want to thank my wife Sonia who supported me
all the way. She shared her ideas and was
willing to spend our time as a couple in the
Cursillo activities. I want to thank the Canadian
Conference of Catholic Cursillo for the
opportunity to let me serve the Lord by using
my talents for the Cursillo Movement.
De Colores
Carlos Muñoz
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ESSAY
“ESSAY” is a column, in which the talks and reflections from Cursillo leaders around the country (and abroad) can be shared
with the larger audience. Hopefully these ‘essays’ will provide the basis for further discussion. If anyone cares to respond, please
feel free to send your commentary to Fully Alive. While these essays are subject to editing for space, clarity and subject, they do
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the CCCC.
The following was presented at a recent workshop put on by CCCC in Kelowna, BC.

My name is Dennis Coates; I made Cursillo in
Toronto in 1976, with the table group of St.
Peter. The title of my Rollo is:

something optional, not something intrinsic to
Cursillo.

THE CURSILLO WEEKEND
& CHRISTIAN ENCULTURATION

The first type was a talk called The Fourth Day,
given by a team member who had to be in a
group. There were team members who weren’t
in a group and, of course, they couldn’t give it.

When I left my Cursillo in 1976, the Weekend
message left me with a clear understanding of
what my task as a Cursillista was: I was to be an
apostle for Christ in transforming each of my
environments
into
a
more
Christian
environment.

When this didn’t “work” (i.e. failed to create
groups), we discarded The Fourth Day Talk and
tried to give better experiences of grouping
instead.

I was to accomplish this by creating in each of
my environments - home, neighbourhood,
workplace, social, and parish - a small group
that would be the means of inserting Christ into
the environment and through their presence and
witness would leaven that environment with the
Gospel.
These were my primary environments and the
small group, called an “environmental group”,
would be the means.
I understood clearly what the Group Reunion
was for: it was to be a help in persevering in
being this kind of Christian.
On my Weekend there was a witness talk given
after the Group Reunion and Ultreya Talk that
was given by somebody who was in a Group
Reunion and attending Ultreya, telling of the
benefits of doing so and encouraging the new
Cursillista to do the same. They were “a help” in
persevering in ongoing and progressive
conversion.
Those kinds of presentations, carried on in
Toronto in one form or another until about four
years ago, always struck me as a sales pitch for
6

When this didn’t work we had veterans give
their witness to how good their group was.
Of course, there were many there who weren’t
in groups and they couldn’t give this witness.
Maybe they’d be sold by hearing the others’
witness.
Sometimes we tried a combination of these
approaches.
Once we even offered one-day workshops
immediately after the Weekend to explain and
sell the benefits of the group.
All of these approaches struck me as connived
and artificial, a kind of sales pitch.
I left the weekend on fire for Christ, having
encountered him in a deep way on the
Weekend, never wanting to return to my old
life, wanting this new life for which I had only
to make a decision, and wanting to let everyone
know about Christ, my Lord, Saviour, and
Friend.
I was fortunate that my two sponsors already
had a “permanent group” they invited me to
join. This was a type of group that had nothing
to do with any particular environment.

VOLUME 11 ISSUE 2

I began to think of the parish in terms of the
groups we could become part of, and then
trying to create friendships within the groups,
and injecting some Christian witness when
possible.
This wasn’t natural for me – it was my task
assigned by Cursillo. But if that’s what Christ
was calling me to, that’s what I wanted to do.
At work, it took me a while, but I was able to
help in the creation of a small Christian group
that met each week.
In my family, I tried to identify the people we
could naturally be linked with in order to create
something as close as possible to a group within
the family as well. We did so with my sister and
her husband and my sister-in-law and her
husband.
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Special Forces unit or Commandos for Christ,
out to win converts or take prisoners, etc.”
Barry Guihan, former Chairperson of the CCCC,
wrote the article.
Eduardo Bonnin was so impressed with the
article that he included it in a book he wrote
called "History of a Charism", stating the article
“explains precisely what the Cursillo is.”
Of course, I didn’t understand what Barry was
saying in that article, and only began to
understand it when I went to the CCCC’s
National Encounter in Windsor in 2005.
It was then that I began to study the Charism of
the Movement that the CCCC had spent so
many years coming to understand.

This is how I understood and lived Cursillo for
twenty-six years until I read an article in the
CCCC’s
Fully
Alive
in
2002
entitled
“Enculturation in the Cursillo Movement.”

You should know it took me a long time to
“convert” to the Foundational Charism Cursillo.
I had resisted it before 2002 mainly because I
didn’t know what was going on.

I was so upset and enraged by this article that I
wrote a letter to as many people as I could think
of expressing my condemnation of the article
and calling for the demise of the CCCC itself.

I resisted it after the article in 2002 until Windsor
in 2005. I had interpreted that what I had
dedicated myself to and believed to be authentic
was a fraud. I felt let down and deceived by
whoever was responsible for this.

The article basically told me that what I had
devoted myself to for twenty-six years had it all
wrong and wasn’t Cursillo at all.
Here was the part that particularly curled my
hair:
“Authentic Cursillo is NOT an EVANGELICAL
Movement any more than the BOY SCOUTS is
an organization to help ‘old people’ cross the
street.
Surely, Cursillo evangelizes — but NOT by
design — but as a consequence of its primary
focus, which is the ENCULTURATION of
Christian Culture.
“We now speak in terms of ‘APOSTOLIC
TARGETS’ ‘INFILTRATING ENVIRONMENTS’
as though we were some kind of Christian

I eventually realized it wasn’t all wrong. The
Cursillo we had did a lot of good in Toronto. We
understood the importance of the permanent
group, and that came out of what Cursillo was
in Toronto.
Sure, we tried to create environmental groups,
and some of these groups did some very good
things, but my mainstay was always my
permanent group, which was exactly what
Eduardo was looking for. We always
understood the permanent group as key. This
was why the Movement tried to sell it so much.
Cursillo in Toronto and all over the world has
brought a lot of people to Christ in a lasting way
that has affected all their relationships
thereafter.

7
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The greatest resistance faced in Toronto was
exactly the resistance I myself had. But Toronto
has always had one great asset – Toronto always
wanted to be authentic in Cursillo, and that
desire helped Toronto to transition to the
Foundational Charism Cursillo.
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“knew that what was wrong with the world,
even the overwhelmingly CATHOLIC world of
his native Mallorca, was NOT a lack of
knowledge ABOUT CHRIST, or Christianity,
but a lack of ENCULTURATED Christians.”
This was what Eduardo set about to achieve:

Beginning with our Secretariat who were all
present in Windsor, and later the other
Cursillistas in Toronto, we came to realize that
the Charism is the gift given to Eduardo and
thus it is the authentic Cursillo.
And so we persevered patiently, very patiently,
understanding that change is difficult. People’s
feelings had to be respected; we discussed it all
openly and freely on many occasions.
When we finally had our first two Foundational
Charism Cursillos in June 2006, a year after
Windsor, the teams were overwhelmed with the
simplicity and clarity of the Weekend message.
All were finally “converted” to the Foundational
Charism. The truth had set us free.
So I now know the difference between what I
experienced on my Cursillo and after, and the
Charism as still lived in Mallorca.
It’s how this difference expresses itself in the
Cursillo Weekend message that I would like to
speak of today.
Eduardo Bonnin has said, and I believe him, that
Cursillo has hardly ever been tried in the world,
and that it is now in danger of being lost.
In a presentation called “Evangelization
Through Conversion,” which tells exactly what
Cursillo is, he states:
“When we speak of ‘EVANGELIZATION’ in the
context of the Cursillo, we do not only mean it
in the sense of simply passing on or spreading
the Gospel Good News, but rather to succeed in
making the person ‘BECOME’ the GOOD
NEWS, that joyful good news that Christ is alive
in and amongst his people today just as surely
as He was 2000 years ago.
In his article Barry says that Eduardo:
8

A circumstance whereby people far away from
God could actually become Christian through
time by being immersed in a Christian culture,
whereby enculturation as an authentic
Christian could be made possible.
At that time, God and Jesus were strangers to
many in Spain. Only a very small minority was
attending church. But a majority was left
stranded. Faith, if they ever had it, was
withering and dying.
It was these that Eduardo, with some friends,
focused their prayer and study on. They moved
to reach out to what they called the “faraway”
from God, or the “distant ones”.
A “faraway” is someone far and away from
God. They are not in proximity to God in mind,
heart, or in daily life. The common denominator
is being outside or peripheral to God’s action
and his Church. A term that Eduardo uses is,
“empty of God.”
The means was to be “enculturation.”
Barry gave the great, and simple, example of
how a cucumber gets to be a pickle. It is through
immersion in the right brine, through time, that
converts the cucumber to a pickle.
It is the right brine and the time of immersion in
it that are the important ingredients.
To quote Barry:
“This is the key to CURSILLO, the key to
ENCULTURATION:
It is both the ‘brine’ AND the ‘immersion
process’ whereby everyday ‘garden variety’ humans are turned into fully alive, fully human,
PRACTITIONERS of the Christian CULTURE

VOLUME 11 ISSUE 2

that defines and ‘is’ the visible characteristic of
the ‘Kingdom of God’ here on earth.”
The goal, then, was to provide the means of
Christian enculturation.
The Precursillo then sought to identify persons
who could move from “un-enculturated” to
“enculturated.”
This process would begin on the Cursillo
Weekend, but it would be the 4th Day that
would provide the brine and time in which
enculturation could take place.
So, rather than being an optional help, the small
group in Cursillo is of the very essence, the very
means of Christian enculturation intended by
the Founder, the brine that turns a cucumber in
time into a pickle.
It would be these enculturated Christians who
would be, naturally be, who they are - true
leaven in the world.

Difference in the Weekend Message
With this clearly in mind, we now turn to the
difference in message between the current
Cursillo you now use, and the Foundational
Charism Cursillo.
For the sake of clarity I’m going to call The
Rollos you’re now using as the “current” Rollo,
and those of the Foundational Charism
Weekend as the “Foundational” Rollo.
I call it the “Foundational Charism” Weekend
because Eduardo referred to the authentic
Cursillo as the “Foundational Charism1” in 1997.
The Rollos of the Cursillo Weekend contain the
whole method and purpose of the movement,
and the Mallorcan Weekend contains all that is
essential to the Charism, and so I began to call
that Mallorcan Weekend the “Foundational
Charism” Weekend so as to distinguish it from
all other Cursillo Weekends.
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The CCCC had been studying the Charism and
the ten topics of what are called the “1st
Conversations of Cala Figuera” for years and came
to realize that by still using the Rollo outlines
from the US we were still promoting a distorted
version of the Cursillo.
If the Rollos of the Weekend are off focus, it
doesn’t matter how much we talk about the
Charism and the authentic Cursillo, the
Cursillistas will never understand what Cursillo
is about.
This is why the CCCC made the decision to
adopt the Mallorcan outlines. They contain the
Foundational Charism.
When Bishop Hervas left Mallorca for mainland
Spain in 1955, he converted what was a lay
Movement into a clerically run Movement
whose purpose became the building up of
parishes.2 The parish, rather than the world, was
held up as the primary environment. This began
the change in some of the Rollos that became
even more exaggerated after Cursillo left Spain.
After the publication of The Fundamental Ideas of
the Cursillo Movement3 in 1974, virtually all the
Rollos on the Weekend changed, with major
changes occurring on Friday and Sunday.
The Cursillo literature we had in Toronto and
that you have here4 is a consequence of that
publication and bear all of its adaptations from
the Foundational Cursillo in Mallorca.
Prior to this the outlines used in Canada were
basically true to Bishop Hervas’ Leaders’
Manual5, which were similar to what had been
used in Mallorca, but were modified in some
key ways on the Sunday.

2 The Origins and Development of the Cursillo, Ivan Rohloff, OFM CONV,
National Ultreya Publications, 1976, P. 97-98
3 The Fundamental Ideas of the Cursillo Movement, National Ultreya
Publications, 1974
4 Leaders’ Manual, CCCC, 1990

1 Signs of Hope, an interview with Eduardo Bonnin conducted by the

5 Leaders’ Manual for Cursillos in Christianity, English Translation of the

Vatican’s Bishop Josef Cordes, 1997

Fourth Spanish Edition, Third Edition, National Ultreya Publications, 1967

9
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On Thursday night, one line that was missing
from the current opening Talk was the explicit
reference to happiness.

This framework allows the Cursillista to see
exactly what the nature of the life in Grace is,
how Sacraments fit into these two types of
Grace, and to understand the nature of the
various spiritual helps throughout life available
to the Christian that are enunciated during the
rest of the Weekend.

In the current opening Talk, candidates are told
they will receive a practical solution to today’s
problems.

The whole Weekend is based on the Life in
Grace as the axis of understanding around
which the Cursillo revolves.

But the foundational opening Rollo promised
that on the Cursillo they will find their
authentic happiness.

On the other hand, the current talk Grace
presents grace as an invitation to a new
relationship with God, and this invitation
requires a response.

The outlines now published by the CCCC for
use in Canada are not new outlines; they are the
original Mallorcan outlines recovered.

In the Hervas’ Leaders’ Manual, it is put this way,
“We are interested in finding true happiness. It
is possible that some have been looking for it
where it isn’t to be found. The Cursillo promises
to reveal it.”
Remember that these words are addressed to the
faraway.
The key changes on the Friday involved three
current Rollos: Grace, The Layperson as the Church
in the World, and Faith.
The current Talk … Grace … replaced the
foundational Rollo Habitual Grace.
• The Layperson as the Church in the
World … replaced … The Layperson in
the Church.
• Faith … replaced … Actual Grace.
These changes served to enlarge and complicate,
even distort, the content.
The description of the life in Grace that was so
clear in the foundational Rollos Habitual Grace
and Actual Grace, was made unclear in the
replacements.
These two spiritual Rollos
underpin the understanding that runs through
the entire Cursillo and the Postcursillo so that
clarity in them is absolutely essential.
The clarity is this: there are two kinds of grace
at work in our lives and both are needed if we
are to grow as Christians. There is permanent
indwelling sanctifying grace and there are
temporary aids called actual graces.
10

The current talk Faith identifies what the
response is and should be. “Faith is the response
of the person to God.”
These two Talks, Grace and Faith, completely
change the very intent of Habitual Grace and
Actual Grace.
The current talks give a call to a new
relationship with God. The foundational Rollos
simply present and explain the action of God in
our lives. There is no call to a new relationship
with God in the foundational Rollos.
This clarity has been reaffirmed in Toronto since
we have introduced the Mallorcan Weekend in
2006. The simplicity and clarity of these two
Rollos make the rest of the Weekend completely
understandable, whereas the replacements serve
only to confuse the message.
The change in the Laity Rollo was not just to
title, but to content.
The current Rollo, Laity – The Layperson as the
Church in the World, places the focus on the
Church and not the person.
It calls the candidate to be a living and working
member of the Church community, a call that
will be picked up again in the current Sunday
Talk called Christian Community.
Such a call was never a part of the methodology
or message of the foundational Cursillo.
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The foundational Rollo has a very simple,
straight forward, true description of the place of
the layperson in the Church and differentiates
this from the place of the clergy.
The foundational Rollo The Layperson in the
Church shows that the primary role of the clergy
is the transformation of people by God's Grace.
The transformation of the world is by those
living in Grace and this is primarily the work of
the Laity. This is what is meant by “salt of the
earth” and “leaven in the loaf.”
The message is that the Church is formed by
both the clergy and the laity and the one cannot
advance without the other.
Both pursue the same end, from different angles,
according to where God has placed them. We see
that clergy and laypersons together ARE THE
CHURCH.
The major changes took place on the Sunday,
where the clarity of the foundational message
was simply replaced with another message.
Whole Rollos were eliminated, and a key section
in another replaced.
The results of these changes left the Cursillista
with a different message than that given in
Mallorca that effectively changed the purpose,
message and method of Cursillo.
It is in the first Sunday lay Rollo that the first
significant differences occur.
The foundational Study of the Environment
gives us a way to see who the people in our
environments are in terms of their relationship
with God.
It does this because helping persons to find their
way back to the Father is what Cursillo is all
about.
We see that we have to first win ourselves for
God, and we are shown a way to bring others
back to God. The focus remains on the person.
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The current Rollo Study and Evangelization of
Environments shifts the emphasis from the
person to the environment.
It eliminates the overview of the types of people
that typically make up the places where we live
each day in terms of their relationship with God.
Instead it speaks only of three types of people,
not in terms of their relationship with God, but
in terms of their place within the environment.
There are the followers, the impulsive, and the
leaders. Change the leaders and you change the
environment. The focus has shifted subtly from
the person to the environment.
Eduardo has said that if you understand the
Study of the Environment Rollo then you
understand Cursillo.
The creation of the Rollo was a response to a call
from Pope Pius XI. To quote Eduardo from an
address he gave in Korea in 1997:
“An address given by Pope Pius XI to
parish priests in Rome on Feb. 6, 1940 made
a tremendous impact on us.
“He told us to be observant and to assess
the situation by making a clear and detailed
topographical picture, street by street, to
recognize that there existed on one hand
faithful people, and on the other hand
groups of people who had moved away
from Christian life.
“‘These are also the sheep that belong to
the parish, stray sheep. You are guardians
responsible for these sheep, and I would
even say, mainly for these.’”
The Study of the Environment Rollo is a study of
Catholic people that make up our environments
in terms of their relationship with God.
We can still see today how valid these
groupings are. All the Rollos in the foundational
Cursillo have that first Rollo of Study of the
Environment as their centerpiece.

11
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The rest of the current Sunday Rollos reflected
this shift as well.
The next current Rollo is called Christian
Community and it also has a totally different
focus than the foundational Rollo entitled
Christianity in Action.
Christian Community talks about what a small
group of Christians can do to effect change
within a specific environment like a family,
workplace or parish.
The focus of the foundational Christianity in
Action is on what takes place within the small
group.
Christianity in Action is what takes place within a
small group, not what takes place within a
specific environment like a family, workplace or
parish.
The life of each member of a small group is
being changed little by little through the action
of the Gospel within the group.
Such a group of friends in Christ has the same
transforming action as the brine is to the
cucumber.
This Rollo makes absolutely clear the purpose
and fruits of the small group, which is a
Christianity in Action, or, as Barry calls it, a
Christian Culture in Action.
A better translation for the Spanish Cristiandad
en Accion is Christian-ness in Action, not the
same thing as Christianity. Christian-ness is a
translation Eduardo preferred rather than
Christianity.
This clarity makes the Total Security Rollo
totally understandable, yielding a kind of,
“Well, of Course!” response from the
Cursillistas.
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It is the natural consequence of this change in
the Cursillista within the group that will have
profound
effects
amongst
all
his/her
friendships. It is these natural friendships that
are the environments referred to by Eduardo.
In the Foundational Charism Cursillo, the
candidates are now getting the clear idea of
what is being sought, a person who is becoming
the Gospel, just as Jesus was the Gospel.
The whole thing is about the actual Christian
Being of the person. Being Christian, not doing
Christian things.
And not having a Church-given mission to
accomplish, but yielding something that is a
natural consequence of being.
The current Rollo Christian Community continues
the theme of placing the focus on the
environment.
The person giving the Rollo has to be a person
who is part of an Environmental Group Reunion
(as compared to a Permanent Group Reunion)
that is located within a specific environment and
is seeking to transform that specific
environment.
This is made clear on page 236 of your Leaders’
Manual:
“The most important point to be made in the
talk is that it is always a group which leavens
the environment.”
It is not about a person who has been far away
from God coming into relationship with the
living God and the consequences of that
relationship; it is about Cursillistas having a job
to do.

This is what we have found on our Weekends in
Toronto.

There is a part of the orientation that is missing
from your Leaders’ Manual, which leaves out a
section of the U.S. Leaders Manual, from which
your Manual is copied, called “Method of
Writing the Talk.” And I quote:

With the faraway in mind, this is the intrinsic
element Cursillo provides to make possible the
“faraway” actually becoming a Christian.

“Writing this talk is an either/or
proposition: either the speaker has lived the
experience of being part of a group which is

12
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transforming an environment and all will
fall into line, or, the speaker has not and
will neither be able to understand the
outline nor give the talk properly. The only
witness pertinent to this talk is the story of
an environment being
transformed,
preferably by a group.”
This is the essential mentality behind the
Leaders’ Manual. It’s no accident that I came off
my Cursillo (and all of us did) with the
understanding I had.
But the foundational charism has no thought of
persons belonging to environmental group
reunions whose purpose is to transform that
environment. It is the person who is to be
transformed in Christ “into Christ” through the
action of the Gospel within the small group.
The next two foundational Rollos, The
Cursillista after the Cursillo and Total Security,
have been eliminated from the Weekend and
replaced by a Rollo named Group Reunion and
Ultreya.
The theme of The Cursillista after the Cursillo is to
give the Cursillista a synthesized vision of their
mission and then the possibility of carrying it
out. It sums up the whole of the Weekend to
this point, and it points the way ahead towards
the 4th Day.
Dropping this Rollo eliminates a key moment to
reflect on and absorb the key thoughts presented
in the Rollo. This is a key moment of clarity in
the Weekend.
Only a few of its points have been included in
the introduction to the current Group Reunion
and Ultreya Rollo, but other key points have been
eliminated altogether.
Because Christianity in Action and The Cursillista
after the Cursillo are missing from the Weekend
the Rollo on Group Reunion and Ultreya is
confusing and seems to come out of the blue.
On the other hand, the foundational Rollos
make the Total Security Rollo obvious.
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It may be that you follow Group Reunion and
Ultreya with The Fourth Day Rollo. If it is like the
one we had when I made Cursillo, it contains
only some of the elements of the Cursillista after
the Cursillo Rollo.
But by placing it after the Total Security Rollo it
misses the point of the authentic Rollo and that
is to sum up what has been heard and learned to
that point in the weekend and to point the way
ahead to the Total Security Rollo.
Christianity in Action and the Cursillista after the
Cursillo Rollos make the candidates eager to
hear how this is done so that they really listen to
Total Security. This is exactly what we have
found in Toronto.
An example of this response took place at our
team meeting recently. I had the Christianity in
Action Rollo given to the team, and the first team
member to respond said, “How could anyone
resist such an opportunity?”
The Total Security Rollo makes the point that
total security is found by coming to understand
that God loves us, unreservedly. That is, there is
nothing that can separate us from the love of
God found in Christ Jesus.
We see that the method (namely, Group
Reunion and Ultreya) helps us to keep
connected to God and each other and this is
Total Security. The faraway now have a means
to live it in faith.
Eduardo Bonnin said in 1981 (from his
Manifesto on Cursillos in Christianity, co-written
with Francisco Forteza):
“Some believe that (the Movement) is only
to give vitality to the already existing
structures and organizations, leaving the
original in place, but with a better spirit;
and others believe that if the Movement is
given the space to live its basic and
minimum structure of Group Reunion,
Ultreya and School, it can bring the Good
News of the Gospel to all the hidden places
of human existence: personal, family and
social.”
13
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Cursillo has been changed from something that
is truly good news for the faraway to something
that is almost manipulative of a person.

with each day. It is not contrived or forced or
manipulative. It is simply the natural
consequence of becoming a Christian.

Instead of the Life in Grace being the wonderful
life it is, that produces natural consequences in
all our natural relationships, it had been
transformed into something that tells us we
have job to do, and tells us how to do it in each
environment.

With that in mind hear again what Eduardo
said:

The title Eduardo gave to his 1992 presentation
was “Evangelization Through Conversion,” which
tells exactly what Cursillo is.
What it means is that evangelization occurs as a
natural consequence of the conversion of the
person within the Christian culture created in
the group reunion, and that this culture and
conversion take place over time in the life of
each member of the group.

“When we speak of ‘EVANGELIZATION’ in
the context of the Cursillo, we do not only
mean it in the sense of simply passing on or
spreading the Gospel Good News, but rather
to succeed in making the person ‘BECOME’
the GOOD NEWS, that joyful good news that
Christ is alive in and amongst his people
today just as surely as He was 2000 years
ago.”
DeColores!

The consequence is the natural leavening of each
group of people each person “rubs shoulders”

FROM
OUR
READERS

Bernard Blanchard
Montreal
*********
There is a regular School of Leaders that takes place
each month. This is proving to be beneficial to those
who are interested in having a vibrant and authentic
movement in Montreal. You may find out further
information by phoning Carlos Munoz whose contact
details appear on the back cover of this issue. Editor

Please forward comments to Fully Alive
C/o CCCC Resource Centre.

News from around the country is interesting
and meaningful, but there is rarely mention of
anything happening in Quebec and I’m afraid
that if I ask why, I won’t like the answer…!
Have there been attempts to resuscitate the
movement in Quebec? Is there some form of
life, like a secretariat, regular Ultreyas, annual
meetings, Cursillo weekends, closings? Does the
National Secretariat have any plan or
suggestions? What happened to the hundreds if
not thousands of Cursillistas who have not yet
entered the 5th day?
14

*********
How do I begin to say “thank you” when it just
doesn’t quite express how grateful I am for all
the prayers said by all you loyal prayer-line
members.
So I will begin by sharing how your prayers
have touched our family and how your prayers
have caught God’s attention to impress upon
Him to watch over and protect all the soldiers
who recently returned from Afghanistan (most
of whom were from Base Petawawa).
Continued on page 31

VOLUME 11 ISSUE 2

NUMBER 59

NEWS FROM AROUND THE
COUNTRY
ATLANTIC


ATLANTIC, Antigonish
(Tri-Counties, Cape
Breton East, Cape Breton
West) Halifax, St. John’s,
Charlottetown,
Yarmouth, Yarmouth
Valley. St. John



QUEBEC,
Montreal English,
Spanish, Hungarian,
Korean



ONTARIO, Sarnia,
London, Kent
County/Chatham,
Peterborough, Toronto,
Hamilton, Timmins,
Ottawa, Thunder Bay,
Korean, Latin American



WESTERN, Victoria,
Vancouver, Nelson,
Prince George, Calgary,
Edmonton, GrouardMcLennan, Native
Cursillo, Winnipeg

Since the time for the annual report is fast approaching I felt I should
give you an update on the Cursillo Movement here in Labrador West.
Unfortunately, we have not had an active Secretariat for some months
now due mainly to the lack of people to fill the positions. I completed my
three and a half year term as Lay Director on June 30, 2008. The Co-Lay
Director, who was to take this position, resigned two months prior citing
personal reasons. Another member also resigned due to a heavy
involvement in parish ministries. In addition to this, two other members
of the Secretariat relocated to the island part of our province while two
others left to work elsewhere!
Much effort went into trying to "recruit" Cursillistas to be part of the
Secretariat, but it seemed as if no one wanted to take on this
responsibility. So this region is left with insufficient numbers to run a
Secretariat. There doesn't appear to be sufficient interest in holding a
Cursillo Week-end either (due in part to our limited population no
doubt). Hence, the format of the Cursillo Movement out of necessity
consists of monthly Ultreya gatherings and small Group Reunions.
I feel quite sad and disappointed about this turn of events. I think that
this is yet another effect that out-migration is having on our area. Many
faithful and active Cursillistas have moved from Labrador West.
I wish you well in all future Cursillo endeavours and my prayers will be
with you.
Sincerely
Rose Marie Murphy
Labrador City

Atlantic Catholic Cursillo Council
For the past few years the ACCC has modelled its conferences on what was shared at the annual CCCC
conference to help pass on to our Atlantic Cursillistas what was shared from the National level of
Cursillo.
The 2008 ACCC conference was held September 26 – 28, 2008, hosted by the Cursillistas of Saint John,
New Brunswick at the Villa Madonna Retreat House. The theme was “Living The School of Leaders”.
We were blessed to have had George Henry present and we are grateful for his willingness to share two
of his National presentations: Good Stewardship of the Cursillo – The Necessity of Knowing Its History,
15
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building bridges from
coast to coast
and The Cursillo Method – How and Why.
Sheelagh Winston, Secretary and Resource
Person for the CCCC was invited to share her
vast
knowledge
in
presenting
The
Conversations of Cala Figuera. It was indeed a
blessing to have her with us as she brings with
her a willingness to answer any and all
questions directed to her with clarity and
conviction.
The Charism was presented by Sylvia
MacKinnon and the conference wrapped up
with Arlene vanDiepen’s presentation: Look
Ahead – where Are We Going From Here?
All of these were informative and well accepted
by those in attendance according to the
evaluation sheets turned in at the end of the
conference.
Our 2009 conference is being hosted by the
Cursillistas of Halifax, Nova Scotia and will be
held at the Tim Horton’s Camp in
Tatamagouche, NS, September 4 – 6th. Once
again following in the footsteps of the CCCC,
our theme is “The Pre Cursillo”. We look
forward to our annual gathering of the
Cursillistas from the Atlantic Provinces.
De Colores.
Sylvia MacKinnon
Atlantic Council Chairperson
Anglican Triennial Conference
On June 5th and 6th I had the opportunity to
attend the 2009 Triennial Conference of the
Canadian Anglican Cursillo Movement which
was held at King’s College, Halifax, NS. It has
been a number of years since I have had
occasion to join our Anglican sisters and
brothers so it was a pleasure to represent the
Atlantic Council of Catholic Cursillos as the
Diocese of Nova Scotia & Prince Edward Island
16

hosted this gathering of their Cursillistas from
coast to coast.
As a result of attending the Atlantic Conference
last September, Marianna Stark, a member of the
Canadian Anglican Secretariat had suggested to
their Secretariat that George Henry be invited to
present “Good Stewardship and the Cursillo –
The Necessity of Knowing It’s History” at this
Triennial Conference. Having heard George
present this at our conference, she felt it would
be very informative for the Anglican Movement
as well. From where I sat, George’s information
was very well received and appreciated.
Both George and I encouraged our Anglican
sisters and brothers to consider joining us, when
possible for them, at our conferences keeping
open the doors of communication between our
movements so that we all share in the ongoing
study of the Charism of this wonderful
movement.
De Colores!
Sylvia MacKinnon
Chairperson ACC

ONTARIO
Ottawa
During this past year, beginning June 2008, the
Ottawa Cursillo Movement (OCM) prepared
four teams and held four more Cursillo
weekends—two women’s and two men’s—
resulting in another 83 new cursillistas joining
the community.

The weekly Central Ultreya has continued with
good community support. Special Cursillo
weekend ‘send-offs’ and ‘welcome-backs’ are
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also held at these ultreyas as well as numerous
Challenge events. Several special ‘reunion’
ultreyas hosted by members of recent Cursillo
teams were held to encourage attendance at
ultreya and group reunion among new
cursillistas. Five other monthly parish/regional
ultreyas across the Ottawa area have also
continued
this
year.
A
festive
(Advent/Christmas) Grand Ultreya was held at
St. Augustine’s Parish in early December.
‘Palanca parties’ were held in support of the
Cursillo weekends and the annual summer
event, the 16th Annual Cursillo Pot Luck Picnic,
was held at Waupoos Farm in south Ottawa in
mid-August. The School of Leaders began
monthly sessions in the fall of
2008 and
concluded with a final session in May 2009. Ten
topics were presented by various secretariat
members and those who attended the ‘Cursillo
of Cursillos’ in Mallorca.
Good communication among the many
cursillistas of the region is important and so we
continue to publish the Fourth Day newsletter
quarterly, make improvements to the email
news and prayer line service and have recently
given our web-site a new look and made it more
user-friendly.
In early June, approximately half of the
secretariat positions concluded their two-year
terms (to maintain continuity). For 2009-10,
Kevin Burke will take on the role of lay leader.
The final community event of the year is the
June 3rd (Summer) Grand Ultreya held at the
new Holy Spirit Church in Stittsville (west
Ottawa).
Some secretariat members are attending the July
CCCC National “Cursillo of Cursillos”. It is
hoped that information shared there will assist
the OCM’s School of Leaders for the coming
year.
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assist the Essex Cursillo Movement in
presenting their first Cursillo Weekend in
around 15 years. The weekends were held in
late October and early November of 2008 with
Rectors and Co-Rectors from the Kent
Movement and most of the team from the Essex
Movement and both weekends were a huge
success with 40 new men and women
Cursillistas. The Holy Spirit was very much in
evidence there in Amherstburg at the House of
Shalom. Back-up in the kitchen and financial
assistance was also offered by the Kent
Movement. More weekends are planned this
Fall.
The Kent Movement is thriving with large
attendance at the monthly Ultreyas which are
held in various parishes throughout the county.
A joint Ultreya with the Essex Movement is
planned for June. Ultreyas begin with Mass
followed by a program usually consisting of a
Fourth Day speaker or video. Members of
Secretariat give short reports on what is
happening in their jurisdiction to keep the
Cursillistas informed. Our lending library is
present whenever possible. This is followed by
a short social with goodies supplied by the host
Parish.
Kent Cursillo held two Weekends in 2009, the
Men’s Weekend was January 22-25 and the
Women’s Weekend was February 5-8. We
welcome 37 new Cursillistas to Kent Cursillo.
Our secretariat welcomed new members in May
with all positions filled except for the assistant
Materials. This will hopefully be in place
shortly. Secretariat meetings are held the last
Monday of every month except for July and are
very well attended. We begin with the Cursillo
Leader’s Prayer followed by a meditation and
sharing. Officer’s reports are given and the
meeting closes with prayer.

B. Reilander for Rosella Mac Neil, Lay Director,
Ottawa Cursillo Movement

We here in Kent Cursillo thank God for the
opportunity to share His love with others
through the Cursillo Movement.

Chatham/Kent

Respectfully submitted by:

This has been a very exciting year for us here in
Chatham Kent. We were blessed to be called to

Virginia Hoste, Lay Director
Kent Cursillo
17
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Hamilton
Summary Report for the Past Twelve Months
(June 1, 2008 to May 31, 2009)
The following is an updated summary of the
status of Cursillo in the Diocese of Hamilton.
Goals:
Strategic Focus:
• We continue to simplify the weekend
itself and strengthen the 4th day segment
of Cursillo.
• We continue to teach through the School
of Leaders.
Secretariat Activities:
• In June 2009 we will again meet with
Bishop Gerard Bergie, one of the
Bishops in our Diocese, and a
Cursillista.
• As of May 21, 2009, we have replaced
four new members on the secretariat.
Some are job shadowing the new
members until the end of June 2009.
• One member has volunteered to be the
Diocesan Historian when her Secretariat
position ends in June 2009.
• Our Cursillo Movement has received
the status of a charitable organization so
we are now able to issue tax receipts to
any donors.
• We look forward to learning more about
the Cursillo of Cursillos which was held
in Mallorca and will be this year’s
conference in July 2009 in Waterloo.
Successes:
Pre-Cursillo:
• A Secretariat member has spoken with
the deaneries of priests to have the
clergy better understand Cursillo and be
able to support our movement with
their own parishioners.
• Along with sending Palanca, the
weekends are supported by a Prayer
Wheel, where people are praying
around the clock from the beginning to
the end of our Cursillo weekends.
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Our Secretariat member has started to
speak to school boards to have teachers
get the day off for a weekend without
losing pay.
We are in the process of setting up a
Cursillo parish representative in each
parish in the diocese so interested
parties can speak to someone in their
own parish about Cursillo.

Cursillo Weekends:
• We held two weekends in the past year
(Women’s 71st and Men’s 72nd).
• Currently we have two teams in
formation for the upcoming weekends
in the fall of 2009.
School of Leaders:
• A School of Leaders was formed in Sept.
2007 and has run until May 2009.
• The School of Leaders has covered
many topics and held four sessions in
the fall of 2008 and two sessions in the
spring of 2009 (these two were longer
days).
Fourth Day (Post-Cursillo)
• There are eleven active Ultreyas in
Hamilton Diocese.
• There has been one Diocesan General
Ultreya in the past year.
• We also held a celebration of Eduardo
Bonnin’s life in June 2008. The Mass
was celebrated by Bishop Bergie and
many attended this event in Kitchener.
• We continue to announce sponsor
responsibilities at all weekend closings.
• A Cursillo Prayer Service is held at the
funeral home for our Cursillista friends
who have gone into their 5th Day.
• There is an on-going e-mail/phone
prayer network with some Ultreyas.
Conferences:
• We had Cursillistas from our diocese
attend the conference in B.C.
Communications:
• We continue to have a monthly
communiqué/newsletter that is emailed to 218 Cursillistas in our Diocese.
Another 14 have this mailed to them.
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This allows everyone to be in the loop of
information on a monthly basis.
Our website www.4thday.ca continues
to be updated.

Background Information:
• Cursillo has been active in our Diocese
for 40 years.

Respectfully submitted for the Secretariat
Sandi Farwell
Lay Director
Hamilton Diocese Cursillo Movement

Thunder Bay
This past year has been one of ongoing
development and growth in the Diocese of
Thunder Bay Cursillo.
We had a very successful Grand Ultreya in Sept
’08 in Nipigon, with about 40 in attendance. Fr.
Milton McWatch and the Cursillistas from
around Nipigon were most welcoming and, as a
result, the Grand Ultreya was a blessing to all
who attended..
The Men’s and Women’s Leader Teams spent
the winter and spring preparing for the the
Cursillo Weekends in May & June 2009. Our
meetings, as always, produced much fruit and
were a joy and a privilege to attend. Due to the
lack of candidates, we had to cancel both
weekends, but that in no way diminished the
blessings and benefits of our team preparation.
Though the weekends were cancelled, we
proceeded to hold a retreat for the Leader Teams
at the beginning of May. The retreat was
facilitated by Fr. Larry Kroker SJ, and all who
attended thoroughly enjoyed the day on the
shores of Lake Superior.
The continued formation of the Leader Teams
and the cancellation of the weekends led our
Secretariat to re-assess our movement in terms
of the Charism of Cursillo.
Influenced by the talks from the CCCC 2008
Annual Conference in Kelowna, “Pre-Cursillo –
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Witness to the Good News”, it is our aim to hold
a workshop for the Cursillistas in our Diocese. It
is our intention to present the talks from the
2008 Annual Conference. It is our hope that this
planned workshop will aid all who attend, to
walk and live the true Charism of Cursillo.
Our Secretariat this past year was:
Spiritual Director
McEachern
Ass’t Spiritual Director
McDermott
Lay Director
Secretary
Treasurer
Pre-Cursillo Chair
3 Day Chair
4th Day Chair
Palanca Chair
Newsletter Editor

Rev. Mr. Howard
Rev. Mr. Dennis
Randy Makarenko
Stewart Rathje
Steve Scalzo
Giles Boisvert
Suzanne Dubois
Mary McLean
Oliver Piccinin
Don Tribe

DeColores!
Randy Makarenko
Lay Director

WESTERN
Vancouver
Goals:
 To continue spreading the good news of
God’s love to everyone, especially those
who are “far away” by following the
mission of Cursillo: make a friend, be a
friend, bring your friend to Christ.
 To learn more about the Cursillo
movement by studying in-depth the
writings of Eduardo Bonnin and the
results of the meetings at Cala Figuera.
 To continually educate cursillistas by
de-emphasizing the Weekend and
emphasizing Group Reunion, Ultreya,
and School of Leaders as the main
components of Cursillo.
Secretariat:
 With very few exceptions, Secretariat
met regularly every second Saturday of
the month, and although many times we
19
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agreed/complained more people were
needed, still the members persevered in
their attendance and in performing their
tasks seriously.
Collectively and
individually, though, we prayed for the
Lord to send more labourers into His
vineyard in the shape of volunteers to
serve in Secretariat – and our prayers
were answered at Annual General
Meeting on March 20, 2009.
Weekends:
 We were blessed with two great
Weekends both at Our Lady of Fatima
Parish. Peggy Maas was the Rectora for
the Ladies in May 2008 at which time
we welcomed 20 new women
Cursillistas. Larry Bowen was Rector
for the Men’s in October and although
not as numerous, it was also well
attended with 7 new men receiving the
Cursillo Cross.
Later, through the
reports of Rector and Rectora in postweekend meetings and Ultreyas, we
once more appreciated and gave thanks
for the power of God at work in
people’s lives. Secretariat congratulated
both Peggy and Larry for a great job, as
well as their Front and Kitchen teams,
and prayed for God’s blessings on them
and their loved ones.
Ultreyas:
 We continue to hold Ultreyas at St.
Bernadette’s on the first and third
Fridays, and when the month has a fifth
Friday, we also have Ultreya at St.
Paul’s Mission in North Vancouver. It is
always a joy to see Cursillistas coming
to Ultreyas, many times braving the
weather which this year created havoc
in our city. Although Ultreyas are well
attended still we wish we could see
more fellow Cursillistas coming through
the doors.
 We are exploring the possibility of
having Ultreyas in other areas in the
lower mainland that would be more
accessible for people driving. We are
also trying to promote car-pooling to
Ultreyas. Ultimately we are praying a
lot while bouncing ideas.
20
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School of Leaders:
 We continue to meet on the second
Wednesday of the month. The actual
group attending is quite small but we
think it’s because of lack of information.
We are trying to make people
understand how School of Leaders is of
paramount importance in the formation
of Cursillistas, since it’s here that we
study the fundamentals of Cursillo and
Eduardo Bonnin’s intentions for the
Movement.
Fourth Day:
 Workshop:
We had a very well
attended workshop in August. The
Rollos were well presented and the
group’s interaction was animated and
instructive. We have already planned
the next one, which will take place on
June 20/09.
 Prayer Line: Has been very active and
successful. More and more we rely on it
to know about the prayer needs of our
brothers and sisters.
 Newsletter:
It is not published as
regularly as he would like it to, but Sid
Bilsky does it all by himself and has
many other things (Cursillo and private)
to attend to – and still he publishes it!
Parties:
 Picnic: Our annual picnic took place
during the 2008 Labour Day weekend in
the grounds of St. Bernadette’s. Good
food, good fellowship.
 Christmas: Despite the bad weather we
held our potluck in the great hall at St.
Bernadette’s. It was well attended, with
many children present.
Deceased:
 Mass for the repose of the soul of
deceased Cursillistas was celebrated by
Fr. Patrick Chisholm on November 21,
2008.
Annual General Meeting:
 Our AGM took place at St. Bernadette’s
hall on March 20, 2009 and was well
attended.
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The new elected Secretariat is formed
by: Odete Redondo, Lay Director;
Sidney Bilsky, Treasurer and Fourth
Day Newsletter Editor; Karen Morris,
Pre-Cursillo; Jude Maddalozzo, Cursillo;
Sharon and Roger LaFleche, PostCursillo; Doris Lirondelle, First Nations
Liaison; Shalin Watkins, Secretary. We
continue to be graced and inspired by
the presence of Fr. Patrick Chisholm as
Spiritual Director, and Debborah O’Shea
as our Liaison to the National.

Note: We have a new Website! Please check us
out at www.decolores.ca.
Odete Redondo
Lay Director
Archdiocese of Vancouver Cursillo Movement

Nelson
On April 24th - 26th, the Diocese of Nelson
Cursillo Movement hosted a workshop called
‘Rediscovering Cursillo’ at Seaton House of
prayer in Kelowna. There were 36 Cursillistas
present. Rector for the weekend was Sheelagh
Winston, resource person for the Canadian
Conference of Catholic Cursillos (CCCC).
Present for the CCCC were Dennis Coates,
Toronto, Sidney Bilsky and Deborah O’Shea
from the Western Cursillo Conference.
After registration and dinner, the evening began
with a rollo by Sheelagh Winston called
‘Stewardship of the Movement’, followed by
two witnesses from the assembly of Cursillistas
and table discussions. This was the format
following all the rollos.
Saturday, three rollos presented: ‘The Three
Phases of the Cursillo’ presented by Sidney
Bilsky; ‘The Cursillo Weekend and Christian
Enculturation’ presented by Denis Cote; and
finally, ‘School of Leaders’ presented by
Sheelagh Winston
.
The food was plentiful, delicious and well
presented. Saturday evening was a fun filled
fiesta with some entertainment and music
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provided by Cursillistas, Melanie Filiatrault, Jim
Rathjen and John Schlosser.
Saturday’s rollo, ‘Christianity in Action’
presented by Dennis Coates was stimulating,
motivating and gave us a real sense of the
Charism of the Founder of the Cursillo
Movement, Eduardo Boninn.
After lunch we had Eucharist presided by Father
Wayne Phliger, pastor of St Charles Garnier
Parish and following mass, the commissioning
ceremony was held in the “labyrinth”.
We ended the day in group discussion and
spoke to “Where do we go from here”? The
consensus of the Cursillistas present was that we
must study and understand the charism of the
movement, before we have any more weekends;
that there be one secretariat for the Cursillo
movement in this diocese based on that charism,
and that we begin a School of Leaders, the date
established being May 23rd 2009.
The rollista of the meeting of the School of
Leaders, May 23rd was John Schlosser, who
presented a rollo on the School of Leaders based
on an outline prepared by Richard Allen of
Toronto entitled ‘Why is the Good wine left for
the Last’. The Cursillo Movement is likened to a
mansion, whose central room is an organic
space, the heart of the movement where
Cursillistas gathered in a School of Leaders.
John’s witnessing centered on his struggle to get
the Diocesan Movement to be authentic over the
last 39 years. One witness stated that he felt that
when a team was formed to prepare for a
weekend, authenticity seemed to be lacking.
The next School of Leaders will be June 18th
where we will be watching then discussing the
CCCC DVD, ‘The History of Cursillo’.
De Colores
John Schlosser
Kelowna School of Leaders
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“Make a friend, be a friend, bring the friend to Christ”. We
have heard this repeated so often that the phrase seems to be
merely a routine part of the lexicon of Cursillo jargon. That
this is a constituent part of the Cursillo method can be
illustrated by Jesus’ invitation in John 1, “Come and see”
(echoed by the Samaritan woman in John 4) and by the “two
Philips” (John 1 and Acts 8).
The two disciples of John the Baptist (who had told them
“Look. There is the Lamb of God”) had not expected to be
engaged in conversation by Jesus, at least not so soon. Jesus,
sensitive to their inquisitiveness invited them to “Come and
see” (John 1:39). Andrew, impressed by this encounter into
which he was invited to share friendship with Jesus, then
himself invites Simon Peter, his brother—“We have found the
Messiah” (John 1:41). Andrew, in effect invited Peter to
“Come and see”. Relationship with Jesus is a necessary
component of discipleship. Friendship is the heart of
relationship.

MATTERS
SPIRITUAL
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The apostle Philip, having been invited by Jesus to friendship
and discipleship (John 1:43) and aware of his friend
Nathanael’s expectation of the Messiah, excitedly declared
“We have found the one Moses spoke of…” (John 1:45). In
response to Nathanael’s sarcastic reaction, the undeterred
Philip invites him to “Come and see” (John 1:46). Jesus’
invitation to friendship and discipleship was gaining
momentum. Jesus loved them as they were, but called them,
through friendship to be more! Jesus' communion with the
Father was bearing fruit as he “studies his environment”, his
“movable square meter” in selecting, calling, and preparing
his “candidates”. He then empowered them to do likewise.
Throughout his ministry Jesus sought out the “outsiders” the
“alejados”(the cast-offs, the marginalized, the “unchurched”)
who lived on the periphery of social and religious life. Jesus,
looking beyond the obviously sinful state of the Samaritan
woman (Jacob’s well was where women would pick up
travelers) saw a “diamond in the rough”. (Transposed into
today’s world, she would be a truck-stop “groupie”). Jesus’
loving demeanor overcame his identification of her sins.
Affirmed in her personhood, she invites the townspeople to
“Come and see” (John 4:29). Impressed by the woman’s
conversion, “many Samaritans believed in Jesus on the
strength of the woman’s word of testimony” (John 4:39). The
outsider had become the inviting “apostle”. Having had their
own encounter, they, too, were ready to return to evangelize
their environments. “No longer does our faith depend on
your story—We have heard for ourselves” (John 4:42).
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Philip the deacon is another powerful example
of “Precursillo” at work (He is clearly not the
model for Postcursillo, for reasons which are
obvious in Acts 8:39). My own sponsor, Bill,
“spoke to God about man…” and was obedient
to the answer to his prayer “To whom will you
send me?” were it not for his fidelity to the Lord
to invite an “outsider” (me) after much prayer, I
would be neither a cursillista nor a priest today.
Philip, too, was obedient to the angel who
invited him to go on the road from Jerusalem to
Gaza (Acts 8:26) and to the Spirit who instructed
him to “go and catch up with that carriage”
(Acts 8:29). Philip discerned the Ethiopian’s
restlessness and sense of incompleteness (Acts
8:30-31), he accompanied and befriended the
man (Acts 831), and he shares what he, Philip,
has discovered (Acts 8:35). Because Philip had
respected the “candidates” freedom, the Spirit
used him in order to elicit a request to “go
deeper”, literally (Acts 8:37). We can assume
that the Ethiopian, returning to his home
environment invited others to discover what he
had discovered.
All three phases of the Cursillo Movement
developed in order to promote and facilitate
friendship, by means of the “three encounters”(oneself, God and others). A successful
Precursillo implies a healthy Postcursillo. The
accompaniment in friendship does not end with
the three Day Cursillo. Otherwise, it would
constitute proof that the friendship was
superficial and had been instrumentalized.
Using “friendships” in order to increase the
“body count” of those whom one sponsors
would undermine and devalue the quality of the
friendship. We need also to remember that
“Microwave friendships” are seriously deficient.
Friendship is a journey which must evolve
naturally. There is no timetable for friendship—
it may take years to “bear fruit”.
Interpersonal relationships are of the essence of
the Christian life. As Juan Ruiz explained, the
Cursillo method keeps us faithful to our
identity, to our charism, and leads us further
along on the journey, as we hear in the Spanish
song “Somos un pueblo que camina…” (We are
a people who journey…” Michael Schooyans, of
the Pontifical Academy for Life, has said “We
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don’t become ourselves without others helping
us to open up to ourselves. Without a
community of friends, the encounter with
oneself, necessary for the other two encounters,
would be impoverished.
The evening following this writing I will
welcome our auxiliary bishop, Felipe Estevez, in
conferring Confirmation, in our parish, St. John
the
Apostle.
“Dissecting”
the
word
“confirmation”, we notice the prefix “con”,
denoting community, and the root “firm”,
indicating strength. Our capacity to witness to
our friendship with the Lord is strengthened,
with, in, and through the community.
Relationships are of utmost importance. The
Cursillo method is a particular means of inviting
us, through friendship, into discipleship.
One who accompanies a candidate as a sponsor
in the Christian Initiation of Adults, should also
be a beneficiary of the dynamic of the process, in
being challenged to be more authentic as a
friend and as a disciple. Lent, which developed
historically as a retreat for the “elect” calls us as
a community of faith, through prayer and
fasting, to grow in solidarity with those who are
to be sacramentally initiated. The byproduct of
this solidarity is that we ourselves are
challenged to be more authentic in renewing our
baptismal promises.
Precursillo parallels Lent. As we accompany our
candidates in friendship as sponsors, we, too,
are renewed in our capacity to grow more
deeply in each of the three encounters.
Sponsorship should draw forth from us a
greater capacity to live authentically as
cursillistas. Personal witness, a coherence
between what we promote and what we live, is
essential in Cursillo. The most important
ingredient of this witness is to live in authentic
friendship with Christ—“I no longer speak of
you as servants…instead, I call you friends”
(John 15:15).
Having “spoken to God about the person”, by
which criteria do we discern whom should be
sponsored? I believe that two fundamental
questions need to be answered (barring any
canonical or ecclesiastical impediments):
23
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1) Does this person currently have the
capacity to discover and live the
three encounters?
2) Does this person have the capacity
for evangelical friendship in order
to “infect” others with the
friendship to be discovered in the
three encounters?
Finally, we must remind ourselves that Palanca
is equally vital for Precursillo (and postcursillo)
as it is for the Three Day Cursillo. We are called
to fast, pray, and sacrifice for the candidate and
for our willingness to truly accompany the
candidate in sincere Christian friendship. We
likewise offer palanca that the life of the
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community of Cursillistas may truly be
authentic examples and catalysts of friendship,
as was said of the first Christians, “See how they
love one another!”
Friendship, patience, authenticity, commitment,
and palanca—without them there is no
Precursillo worthy of the name.

De Colores,
Fr. David Smith
Spiritual Advisor - OMCC

Another concern was using the white pilgrim
guide for the morning and evening prayers. The
meditation is given each morning along with the
morning prayer.
2. Can other examinations of conscience be
used beside the one in the book?

Q.

It is time again that our Secretariat asks
for a leader for the fall weekends. This year, I
accepted to be Rectora for the weekend Oct. 30 Nov. 2. From our trip to Mallorca, no one asked
any of the rollistas at the Cursillo of Cursillos,
how many candidates they have for a weekend.
1. Do you know how many they have for about
5-7 team members? Also, if we do only one
rollo per person, that makes 10 team plus the
two priests. Is this enough team for 25-35
candidates?
It was suggested by Secretariat that we have
only the 10 people for our team. I am concerned
that the candidates will be left at the table alone
when one is giving the rollo and another is in
the palanca chapel. That will make two tables
without any team member. If there are two
assistants and they take these two places, will
that make the candidates uncomfortable that
someone different is sitting in for this one talk?
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3. Are these prayers short just to keep it simple
and to give the person time to speak to Jesus?
4. Can we accept candidates from outside our
Diocese? This would be enough that they
would be able to form their own small group
when they get back home. Can you give
some guidance on this matter?
Thank you for answering all my questions.
God bless and keep you.
De Colores,
Vera

A. 1. In Mallorca the number of candidates
varies, anywhere from 15 - 25 candidates,
sometimes less. For all their weekends they
usually have a one team member for every
five to seven candidates. They never have
people doing special jobs such as music
minister, or sacristan or someone acting as
'cha-cha' or 'detail'. The team does all the
jobs. Sometimes a candidate will bring a
guitar or will be able to sing but if not, then
they just make do. Similar to the Cursillo of
Cursillos, you will have noticed that music
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Did not play a significant role and yet the
weekend was a huge success. It is all very
simple and very normal.
They usually do more than one rollo each
because the team is small. If you have 25-35
candidates, ten team members should be more
than ample.
In Mallorca they do not have a palanca chapel
inside the Cursillo. All the palanca is done by
the outside community and no rollista ever
leaves the table to go and do palanca. Their job
is at the table, with the candidates.
They also do not normally use auxiliaries or
assistants. If they are on the team they act as
team except they don't have a rollo. They never
take any job that should be done by a candidate
such as being table leaders. The table leader and
secretary if you use one, must always be a
candidate. Part of the dynamic of the weekend is
to encourage and help the candidates develop as
leaders. This means that they must take
responsibility for the work at the tables,
organizing themselves without being lead by a
team member. The leaders do not "lead" the
weekend, they guide it in a very unobtrusive
manner.
2. The examinations of conscience for the
weekends are in the appendices at the back of
the manual. There is one for the first night
examination of conscience and then another for
the other two nights. The examination in the
Pilgrim's Guide is for the use of the Cursillista
after the weekend to help them as they continue
on their journey.
3.
The prayers are short on the weekends
because ideally, the candidates are from among
the Faraway. The goal is to give them the idea
that it is possible to speak to God in very simple
terms, without a lot of words. Long prayers and
chapel visits may be too much for the candidates
and it is not necessary.
4.
In answering this question I would have
to ask why you are accepting candidates from
outside your diocese. Is there no Cursillo
Movement in their own diocese? If the answer
to that is that there is, then the proper route to
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follow would be to put them in touch with
Cursillistas in that diocese. If you still decide to
accept them and there is a Movement in their
own diocese, you should inform the secretariat
in that diocese that you are accepting candidates
from their area and provide them with the
details so that they can assist in supporting the
candidates when they return. Too often a
candidate goes to a Cursillo in another diocese
and the Movement where they live is unaware
that they even made a Cursillo. If the
prospective candidates are coming from an area
where there is no Movement then it would be a
matter of accepting candidates with a view to
being part of an outreach to the diocese in
question. This is more involved than just
accepting a group of people as candidates and
would need to be discussed at the secretariat
level, bearing in mind that the diocesan bishop
must give his approval for any Movement to be
started in his diocese.
Please pray for the repose of the soul of Vera
Vath who sent this in. Shortly after she and her
husband Adrian attended the conference last
year she became ill and died a few months later.

PLEASE OFFER YOUR
PALANCA FOR THE
SUCCESS OF THE CURSILLO
OF CURSILLOS TO BE HELD
AT WILFRED LAURIER
UNIVERSITY IN WATERLOO,
JULY 2-5TH. WE HAVE A
REGISTRATION OF 120 AND
ARE PLEASED AND
EXCITED WITH THIS
RESPONSE.
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Witness
Daily we touch Him
,

Hello, my name is Donna Webb, I made the 47th. Woman’s Cursillo in Dartmouth, N.S. I sat at the table of
St. Monica. I share my vocation with my husband John of 25 years and our 6 children, Eric 23, Matthew
21, Kyle 19, Brett 15, Brendan 11 and last but certainly not least Carly 7. They are my study group where
action is constant and piety is achieved.
Let me start at the beginning, I was given the gift of faith at a very young age and an undeniable love for
Jesus took root in my life. I grew up in a wonderful study group where as a student of Christ, I learned
how to share this love He gave me, first in my family and then in the greater community with everyone I
met. Of course, there are always
challenges in sharing love with family
and those we share the planet with. For
me, prayer, the mass and direction from
my Mother the Church is required to
live out my faith with charity and
patience.
I want to tell you about my study
group, first came John, my husband,
and then through the renewal of our
weddings vows over and over again,
came six beautiful gifts from God! I had
always desired a daughter, probably
because I am myself a girly girl, but
God in His infinite wisdom, withheld
this gift for 16 years. First, there was Eric, then Matthew, Kyle, Brett, Brendan, and through these study
partners, John and I learned a lot about God and life in Him. We always thought we were there for them
to learn from us but as it turned out the information highway is a two way street. We grew in knowledge,
gratitude, patience, long suffering, wisdom and yes definitely age.
I had been patient in waiting for a daughter, but becoming frustrated, I cried out, OK God whatever you
want is fine with me!!! Let me clarify, I wasn’t on a mission to have a daughter, I just thought if we were
open to children, a daughter would have been nice. So I was nearing the end of my child bearing years
and I came to acceptance in the area of this desire. Well, completely to our surprise, I was expecting again
and after an up close and personal ultra sound, it was determined that it was a GIRL!!!! I shouldn’t have
been surprised, God throughout the bible always saved the best for last. I wasn’t the only one who was
thrilled, the boys were very excited at the prospect of a sister. My husband on the other hand, I’ve
neglected to mention, wasn’t crazy about the idea of a daughter, too much worry! Ironically, within 24
hours of her birth, she had him wrapped around her little finger and has shown him how to love better
than anyone else could have.
God has been so faithful to me, sometimes in ways I didn’t understand or appreciate. But when Carly
was born, in time it became very clear that His plan for my study group was perfect. I had prayed for a
daughter, but didn’t expect a perfect daughter, a daughter that is incorruptible, a daughter’s soul that I
will never have to worry about, a daughter that will return back to her Heavenly Father without any
detours.
Continued on page 29
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FROM MALLORCA
EDUARDO BONNIN
As regular readers of the “From Mallorca” column, you will know, in this section of Fully Alive we attempt to provide our
readers with resource material for the diocesan Schools of Leaders. The following is yet another document authored by Eduardo
Bonnin.

THE ESSENTIAL, IMPORTANT AND INCIDENTAL ELEMENTS
IN THE CURSILLO MOVEMENT
EDUARDO BONNÍN

I have been asked to speak on what is essential,
what is important, and what is incidental in the
Cursillo Movement. With this purpose in mind,
I believe that what must be done is to clearly
delineate that which is essential to the
Movement, because that which is important and
incidental will naturally flow from this,
provided we all use a little bit of common sense.
That which is essential defines the very nature
of a thing. It is that which is permanent and
changeless within it. This is the element which
we must seek to define within the Cursillo
Movement.
Perhaps there are many things within the
Cursillo Movement which could be changed
without disturbing its essence. Thus we could
conceive, perhaps, of someone who would
design Cursillo which would last only two days,
or one which might be expanded to five days. In
so doing, they might not tamper with the
essential element, but undoubtedly they would
destroy the simplicity, the unity, and the clarity
of the message in the process of changing it.
The Cursillo is designed as a direct channel
which should move people from where they are
to where they ought to be. It might be compared
to a very beautiful and wide new expressway,
which would enable an ordinary man to reach
his destiny without too much difficulty.
Naturally, it would be foolish to expect such a
beautiful expressway to always pass near our
homes, for our own convenience.

When we speak of a Cursillo, as you well know,
we are speaking of a group of persons who
come together for three days to share friendship,
personal contact, and joy. It is here that we must
bring into focus and clearly delineate the
purpose of the Movement. The question which
presents itself is: Just what is it that these people
wish to achieve, and how do they propose to
achieve it? The Cursillo proposes, and with the
grace of God, achieves for the individual
understanding, conviction, a living experience,
and a warm personal sharing, i.e. convivencia, of
all that is basic to living Christianity. Now,
what is it that is basic to Christianity? That
precisely which is basic to Christianity is the
love of God, the love of neighbor, and the love
of the world. But all of this is realized within an
even greater reality - the fact that God loves us,
that he seeks us, and that he is waiting for us. If
we take these truths as our point of departure,
we then have what is really basic, the essential
nucleus.
The Cursillo Movement holds this priceless
treasure in reserve, as it were, as a backing for
the paper money that is issued during the three
day weekend. Everyone is well aware that paper
money must have a gold reserve. Our gold
reserve is the living conviction that the love of
God, the love of neighbour, and the love of the
world is indeed possible to us precisely because
God loves us. This is the ABC of living
Christianity. To be ignorant of this would be like
being a person who has vast knowledge of
many things but is unable to read and write.
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The purpose of the Cursillo is to stimulate
hunger for God through awareness of these
truths. Within the Church we possess many
things to satisfy hunger, but few to create it.
What we propose is to draw persons to become
profoundly and authentically Christian without
ceasing to be what they are by making them
keenly aware of the great truth that God loves
them. This is what is important.
When I love someone, I am certain of my love
within me. But if someone tells me he loves me,
I must take it on faith. I must take his word for
it. Faith overcomes all. When I love someone, I
can prove it to myself. I can point to this, that, or
another thing I have done to prove my love.
And the recollection of this is sufficient to
establish the presence of my love. But when we
are loved, we must believe that we are loved.
We do not intend to remove anyone from their
world, but we simply wish them to remain there
and being a witness to Christ. For example, in
most cities of any size, we generally find a zoo
which contains a tiger, a lion, an elephant, etc.
that were removed from the jungle, their natural
habitat. Little by little they ceased to be jungle
animals. We do not intend to build a zoo; we
intend to baptize the jungle. Let a man be what
he is, wherever he is but authentically Christian.
Sometimes, you know, we do with Christians
what they do with cod fish - we cut off their
heads and try to press them into a package. The
Cursillo is the art of catching the whole fish,
whole and entire, with its head, its scales and its
fins.
The Cursillo is an unfolding of everything that is
Christian. A man of his own mind, one capable
of conviction and decision, projects his values,
his life-style, and his spirit through word and
example in friendship. When a person of such
quality comes into contact with other persons
who are likewise capable of their own
conviction and decisions, and who possess their
own proper life-style, spirit, and values, this
contact evokes, by way of reflection, a new
consciousness which reassesses and restructures
their values so that they can come to share the
same life. They become integrated into this way
of life by understanding it well, by appreciating
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it, by living it out- sustained by prayer,
meditation and action.
Within the Cursillo, we are aware that there
must be a group of leaders, priests and laymen,
(not too many now, just enough,) who are
dedicated to the service of those who come to
make the Cursillo. These must be well
coordinated, and the candidates must be open to
them. It is not proper to have more than 35
candidates. A larger number becomes difficult
to manage.
Everyone within the Cursillo must live the
complete experience - everyone, everything
prayer, study and action, shared during meals,
discussion, chapel, recreation. This sharing
brings about an encounter with oneself, with
Christ, and with our neighbour. Later these
three encounters must be given their proper
place within the perspective of action. The most
important thing about the Cursillo itself is that it
be a solid chunk of reality and not a
conglomeration of unreal and imaginary things.
It must be natural, authentic, and without
exaggeration. It must be a true encounter of
persons. It must be true to life, true to the
Gospel, and everyone must be open to each
other. The environment must be one of
frankness, cordiality, and joyfulness. The
personal contact must be sincere, with depth
and understanding. And when we speak of
faithfulness to the Gospel we mean that
everyone must have a concept of Christ that is
faithful and dynamic. God, Christ, is not a static
concept. He furnishes us with the light through
which we are enabled to solve our own
problems.
The total focus must be centred on the person.
Only within this frame of reference can we
properly
evaluate
all
ideology
and
methodology. When we place greater emphasis
on the ideas and the method, and withdraw our
attention from the person, we always end up in
a big mess. When we overemphasize slogans
and verbal rituals, instead of fostering true
brotherhood, we often end up with victims, i.e.,
those who conquer and those who are
conquered among the group. We must treat
persons who, as we have indicated, are capable
of conviction and decision, and who possess

capacity for free choice and great initiative, with
respect for their individual personalities.
Whenever we forget the importance of the
person, rather than fostering their freedom, we
might actually end up restricting them still
further. Instead of promoting his development,
we might be complicating it.
The most profound desire of the human heart is
to find meaning in life. This desire obviously
finds fulfillment when one lives, conscious that
they love God, their neighbour, and the world
and is loved by God. Man goes from belief to
love. Every person endeavours to flee from their
fears and complexes to their
aspirations. Thus is the life
pattern of every person. That
on which a person sets value
and towards which they
aspire, is where we must
meet them.

had not found a faith so great in all of Israel. The
good thief on the cross also possessed this great
faith – “Lord, remember me when you enter into
your kingdom.” Both had faith, the fundamental
element of faith: openness to God. The rich
young man in the Gospel, on the other hand,
had a tremendous catechesis. But he did not
have the faith of conversion, i.e. the faith of selfsurrender. He had a lot of know how, he knew
many ways to be a Christian, and he had even
fulfilled the commandments. But he did not
have this openness, total self-surrender. The
Cursillo Movement - and this has been a source
of much confusion - is directed towards the first,
to bring about conversion. At
times, when undue emphasis is
placed on the duration of the
rollos, when an attempt is made to
explain everything in the three
days, we create confusion. We
create the impression that this is a
form of catechesis. And it cannot
be catechesis because there simply
is not enough time. Rather, it is
simply a matter of producing that
great impact which leads to
conversion. Thus, these excessively
long rollos - sometimes unbearable
- the attempt to explain the entire
system of sacramental theology in
the rollo on the Sacraments, is an
abuse. No one can stand this. From
the very first moment, the Cursillo
must be orientated toward that
which is positive in the person and
in the community. Sometimes, in
that first meditation, the example of the movie is
used to convince one that he is evil, rather than
to convince him that he is, in reality, unhappy.
At the same time, we should not foster selfassurance, but we should stimulate questioning.
If we leave the candidates in their selfassurance, they are susceptible to pride, while if
they are left in a questioning mood, they are
prone to continue seeking the answers.
Sometimes evidence enslaves, self-assurance
inflates, and hope keeps us awake and spurs us
on. Our purpose is to build that which is
fundamentally Christian on that which is
fundamentally human, namely, hope. The
explanation and the precise understanding of
what is essential will place what is important
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The leaders, rather

than concentrate on

the various phases of
the Cursillo as a

It has been said, and it is
true, that the Cursillo has
several phases.
We are
accustomed to speak of the
state of grace. It would be
more proper to speak of the
process of grace which is
initiated in each person. In
terminology which might
not sound entirely Christian,
one could say that we
propose to prod a person out
of his present position by a
constant bombardment of
positive realities. Being Christians, we are fully
aware that there are two stages in our faith,
conversion, i.e., kerygma, and knowledge, i.e.
catechesis. To proclaim what is basic to
Christianity, conversion, to evoke an encounter
with God and to motivate an effective living out
of the same, is kerygma. Catechesis is making
explicit all that is implied in what is basic to
Christianity. The faith of conversion contains all
that is essential to the faith. Catechesis is not a
perfectioning of the faith but simply its
explanation.

whole, must be

primarily concerned
with the process

which the candidates
are undergoing.

Recalling for a moment the words of the Gospel,
we find that the centurion had a complete faith.
Christ praised his faith and remarked that he

and incidental in proper focus. That must be
considered important which most adequately
brings about the realization of what is essential whatever circumstances demand so that what is
essential may be achieved. That which is
incidental is that which may be freely added or
subtracted without damage to the essential and
the important.
As an overview, we would now like to give a
few ideas on the Precursillo, the Cursillo, and
the Postcursillo. Our greatest
concern is the selection of
candidates.
We
must
remember that selection has
scriptural foundation. Our
failures can always be traced
to
weakness
in
the
Precursillo. Before a person
makes the Cursillo, we must
know their life-style and
their attitudes. This is made
easier if the candidate has
come through contact with
the Cursillo community.

When speaking of the Precursillo, the Cursillo,
and the Postcursillo, we must remember that old
saying which says that when it comes to
questions of health, only what is best is good
enough. The most important thing with regards
to the Cursillo is that everything be true to life
and be authentic. Here, it is not merely a
question of saying things, but of living them.
Here one does not theorize, one shares oneself,
emerged in the nucleus of Christianity - the love
of God, the love of neighbour, and the love of
the world - which finds expression
in the enthusiasm, the dedication,
and the spirit of charity both of the
leaders and of those who will be
led by them. This means to live in
and by faith, hope, and love.

History is but a

record of mistakes.
We must not be

In regards to the Postcursillo, that
which we must achieve is the
living out in their daily life all that
the candidates have lived and
experienced in the Cursillo. There
is a variety of means to attain this
goal, but none of them should
overshadow the value of life itself.
A good Group Reunion and a good
Ultreya cannot be measured by the
number of people who attend or by
the spirit which prevails there, for
this is very easy to obtain. Rather,
their quality should be assessed by
the degree to which these
individuals live out their entire life
by the spirit which all this presupposes.
Participation in Group Reunion must not be
brought about through assignment or
imposition, but it must be the product of a
spontaneous free choice of those involved. With
regard to the Ultreya, let it be an immersion of
the individual and their group in the
preoccupations and concerns of all the other
persons and groups who participate in the
Ultreya.

satisfied with past
successes and feel

that things are being
done well. There is

There is a lot of common
sense in the Precursillo that
we must always bear in
mind. We seek individuals
with personality. What we
mean by this can perhaps
best be brought out by
comparing a person with
strong personality to a locomotive that is pulling
a number of cars. When such a person is
brought into a religious atmosphere without the
cars, they cease to be a locomotive. If we want to
assure that an individual with a strong
personality retains their strength of personality,
they must bring with them into the Cursillo, at
the same time or as soon as possible, those
individuals over whom they exert influence, so
that they may give the person confidence in
their role as a leader. Otherwise, the one who is
a locomotive for the world would not be a
locomotive for God. What is important in the
Precursillo is to be attentive to the moving of the
spirit, rather than to rely solely on experience
and routine.

always room for
improvement.
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The School of Leaders is not established to
produce apostolic professionals, but persons
who live the life they should and who can serve
as living witnesses to the rest. The Secretariats
at all levels must never become control towers
which issue commands, but they must be
persons who humbly put themselves at the

service of others, becoming aware of their
problems and seeking solutions with them.
With the core ideas I have sketched above
concerning what is essential, it is easy, using a
bit of common sense, to see its relationship to all
sections of the Cursillo Movement –to the
Precursillo, the Cursillo, the Postcursillo, the
Group Reunions, Ultreyas, Schools of Leaders
and Secretariats, and in relation to other
movements. The important thing is for every
person to be aware of their full potential. What
is of ultimate importance is that the resurrection
of Christ be realized in each person, and that we
do not complicate this resurrection but facilitate
it. The shortest and surest route to attain this is
by following the norms which have been
established, always bearing in mind that norms
are only a means. The most important element
is, of course, the spirit which permeates
everything
in
the
Movement, and that this

spirit be filled with all the great ideas which are
most timely and effective today. We must
always bear in mind that, that which is the
greatest importance is that Christ come alive in
each person, and that we do not possess all the
solutions, but Christ himself is the solution.
Thus we will become aware, as the Holy Father
has said, that the cause of man is not lost, that
great ideas will never be extinguished, that
unity of the world will be achieved, that the
dignity of the human person will be recognized,
that social injustice will be eliminated, that
neither selfishness nor ignorance will impede
the establishment of a truly human order
because, as Pope Paul VI said, Christ has risen in
everyone.

…we consider it essential that
every Group Reunion remains
connected to a genuine
ULTREYA and that each member
takes personal responsibility for
this stability and orientation.

*******************************************************************************************************

Continued from page 26
That is exactly who I got, Carly, a beautiful
brown
haired,
blue
eyed,
globally
developmentally delayed daughter. This means
she is 10 months old developmentally, whereby
she can’t talk, walk, feed herself, you get the
idea. Her crowning glory is her smile and she
speaks volumes with her eyes. She has taught
our study group what it really means to love
and through her, piety is truly attainable.
So to sum things up, here is a quote from
Elizabeth Barrett Browning that truly sums up a

reality of God that I have learned in my piety,
study and action.
“GOD’S GIFTS PUT MAN’S DREAMS TO
SHAME.”
***************************************
Continued from page: 14
It seems like we only hear about the soldiers
who are injured and die with not so much
emphasis put on all the soldiers who come home
…one of which was my son. The reason I am
not focusing solely on Kyle is because we know
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he is a part of another family called his “military
family” and what hurts one hurts them all. I
have come to know that through my son. As a
medic his duty is to use all his skills and gifts
(one of which is empathy – he feels the pain of
people who re hurt but that empathy is not a
weakness it is what motivates him to utilize all
his skills to give each and every person in his
care the very best care possible). I know this
because I know how much he loves being a
medic and how much he loves being a soldier;
you see I worked very hard with my son to help
him in his struggle through school and I was
there to shared his great joy when he graduated
from Basic Training.
He knows first-hand about answered prayers…
he was a very sick baby and God healed him
through the prayers of family and friends. So
when he went to Afghanistan he went with the
knowledge that he is my “miracle child” and
that there was a large number of people (family,
friends and you loyal members of the prayer
line) praying for his family, him and his military
family’s safety. He discovered first hand on a

number of occasions in Afghanistan that he was
being protected. I knew God’s love through the
love and support of family, friends. Your
prayers touched our family and gave us the
strength to persevere and comfort each other
during difficult times.
I hope that the memories and insights that I
have shared with you will give you a greater
understanding of how very appreciative our
family is for all your prayers and to let you
know that your prayers are answered, they do
make a difference and that they are the best gift
we can possibly give anyone.
God bless Sylvia for her loyalty and loving care
in maintaining the prayer line and God bless
each and everyone of you for your faithfulness
to prayer for everyone who reaches out for
prayer.
With lots of love and a heart filled with
gratitude,
Elaine

HEADS UP FOR NEXT YEAR
THE CCCC ANNUAL CONFERENCE WILL BE HOSTED BY
THE CURSILLISTAS OF THE DIOCESE OF ANTIGONISH.
IT WILL BE HELD AT ST. FX UNIVERSITY
IN ANTIGONISH, NS
JUNE 24-27TH
PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW AND GET READY
FOR SOME REAL MARITIME HOSPITALITY
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