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OFFICERS’ CORNER
CURSILLO OF CURSILLOS IN CANADA

In the autumn of 2007, a pilgrimage to Mallorca
organized by Carlos Muñoz, Erika Romwalter,
and Peter Jankowski provided participants with
an opportunity to visit the birthplace of the
Cursillo and the chance to take part in a Cursillo
of Cursillos organized by the Mallorcan
secretariat. They had the privilege of meeting
with and listening to the founder of the Cursillo,
Eduardo Bonnín.
Upon their return to Canada there was much
evidence that those who had participated in the
Cursillo of Cursillos benefitted greatly. The
experience helped them to come to a deeper
understanding of the Cursillo. They shared with
the Officers’ Group of the CCCC their desire to
have a Cursillo of Cursillos in Canada. In July,
2009, at the Wilfrid Laurier University in
Waterloo in Ontario, their wish came true.
A Cursillo of Cursillos is an intense exploration
of the Cursillo that provides its participants with
a deeper and fuller understanding and
appreciation of this method and movement. It
examines, through the words and witness of
individual presenters, the PreCursillo, the three
days and the Post Cursillo. It provides its
participants with the chance to listen, to discuss,
to share, to inquire, and to learn. Its purpose is
not to impose upon its participants a mentality;
rather, it allows them to discover this mentality
through the conversations and sharing that take
place within the large and small groups.
It was not the purpose of the presenters to
‘answer’ all of the questions or to provide a full
and complete definition. They shared what they
studied, what they understood, and what they
lived and all of this was rooted in the Charism of
Cursillo and the method which it called forth
through the labours of Eduardo and those who
aided and supported him in this great work,

Those who provided the rollos presented at the
Waterloo Cursillo of Cursillos benefitted greatly
by the presence and guidance of a truly
wonderful rector, Miguel Sureda. Miguel had
been the rector of the C of C held in the autumn
of 2007 in Mallorca and he agreed to perform the
same service for this Cursillo of Cursillos in
2009. His loving presence, his gentleness, his
understanding, and his sense of humour aided
the participants in their journey to a better
understanding of the Cursillo and its potential
when it is authentically lived out in the
normalcy of everyday life.
It was not easy. The days were long and it was
hot; however, the participants gave their
enthusiasm, their dedication, and their spirit of

Note from the editor
Due to serious glitches with our computer,
this issue of Fully Alive is very late. The office
computer simply wore out and crashed and
burned just as we were getting ready to go to
print necessitating the purchase of a
replacement. Fortunately all files were backed
up but as you may know, a new computer
requires that all the programs, custom fonts,
data bases etc. etc. need to be reinstalled. Once
this was done, the new computer itself crashed
so were back to square one. The delay took us
beyond the timeframe allotted for the task of
creating the latest issue and we were forced to
delay production until new commitments,
already scheduled, had been taken care of.
We do apologize.
Sheelagh Winston
Editor Fully Alive
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The participants in the Cursillo of Cursillos, Waterloo, Ontario, 2010
ursillo of Cursillo
love in full measure. This combined with the
annual meeting the CCCC put forth a notice of
Grace that was so evident throughout
the
event
change the geographic structure to
s, Waterloo, Ontario, motion
Canada, to
2010
and in the liturgies presided over by priests and
three regions: The West excluding Winnipeg; the
Bishop Gerard Bergie of Hamilton diocese,
Central Region including Winnipeg, Manitoba,
made this Cursillo of Cursillos a wonderfully
Ontario, and Quebec, and the Atlantic. The
enriching experience for those who were able to
number of officers that make up the CCCC
enter fully into it.
Officers Group remained the same with the
The facility and the organization added to the
Central Region providing two and the West and
success of this event. The local movements who
the Atlantic each providing one. A number of
assisted the CCCC in organizing and executing
meetings had been held over the intervening
this C of C were outstanding. We commend
year to acquaint those affected with the rationale
them for their efforts and their sacrifice.
for this move which mainly involved the fact
that the English-speaking movement in Quebec
Because we decided upon a Cursillo of Cursillos
consisted of the Montreal area only and finding
instead of our usual national conference, there
one officer to represent that one small region
were a number of changes both to the schedule
was difficult. The meeting agreed to the change
and to the routine. The participants took these in
and to a resolution empowering the CCCC
stride and did not allow these changes to affect
Officers Group to appoint an individual to
their enjoyment of and participation in the
replace Carlos Muñoz whose term as the
proceedings. One of the things that is normal at
CCCC’s Officer to the Quebec Region had come
an annual event put on by the CCCC is the
to an end. Marg Weber was invited to fill this
business meeting. This took place prior to the
new position as one of the two CCCC’s Officers
beginning of the C of C and had its own
to the Central Region and, after prayerful
excitement.
consideration, she accepted. Her term runs until
the annual conference in 2013. The other CCCC
The business meeting this year had to debate
Officer to the Central Region is Nancy Bath
and decide two important items. The first of
whose term concludes at the end of the 2010
these involved the reorganization of the
conference at St. Francis Xavier University in
geographic regions that the CCCC uses in its
Antigonish, NS, June 24 to 27, 2010.
officer selection process. In the past the CCCC
had used four geographic regions: the West,
The second item that was debated and decided
Ontario, Quebec, and the Atlantic. At the 2008
at this business meeting concerned the English
4
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Canadian Cursillo’s involvement in the North
American Caribbean Group (NACG) and by
extension its membership and involvement in
the OMCC (Organismo Mundial de Cursillos de
Cristiandad or World Organization of Cursillos
in Christianity). The meeting was presented
with the history of the CCCC’s involvement in
both of these organizations and its frustrations
with the operations of both. The CCCC
recommended to the meeting that it be
permitted take a leave of absence from
involvement in both of these organizations so as
to focus its effort on ‘building up’ the Canadian
movement. This hiatus would benefit the
Canadian movement by allowing the leadership
of the CCCC to focus on national issues. After
much discussion, the meeting felt that it was in
the best interest of the Canadian Movement to
take the leave of absence for a period of 3 to 5
years while maintaining cordial relationships
with both organizations. During the course of
the Cursillo of Cursillos discussions were held
between the OMCC, the NACG and the CCCC
which helped to facilitate this leave of absence
with the minimum of disruption while
maintaining a working link and cordial relations
between and among the three participants. Gail
Terrana, the new President of the NACG and
the former past President of the OMCC was
instrumental in accomplishing this end and the
CCCC acknowledges and applauds her efforts.
Another question that was addressed at the
business meeting was the replacement of
Sheelagh Winston on the committee charged
with revising the Fundamental Ideas. Sheelagh
had been replaced despite the fact that she had
not resigned. Since the business meeting, this
issue has been resolved and Sheelagh remains as
a full member of the revision committee.
The Cursillo of Cursillos held at Waterloo has
allowed the leadership of the CCCC to develop
a capability to hold others throughout the
various regions of the country. The Cursillo of
Cursillos requires the involvement of those who
are wise in the movement and who have the
experience and understanding to lend to these
events. The CCCC is willing to guide and foster
the development of leadership teams who can
provide the needed experience to guide
successful and fruitful C of Cs. To this end, the
CCCC has responded favourably to a request by
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the Atlantic Catholic Cursillo Council’s request
to hold a Cursillo of Cursillos in Prince Edward
Island in September of 2010. Sheelagh Winston,
the CCCC’s secretary, conference coordinator
and editor of
the resource
document
Fully Alive,
has agreed to
act as rector
of this event
and
will
provide both
leadership
and
some
rollos.
CCCC
looks
forward
to
the coming
year. Several publications are planned for
release at the June conference in Antigonish. The
first is the revised Spiritual Director’s guide. The
second is a book on the ten topics of Cala
Figuera. Sheelagh Winston is working with
FEBA on the English translation of this. Since
the theme of this year’s national conference is
centered around the ten topics, we feel that the
time of its English publication is most fortuitous.
Miguel Sureda, rector of
the Cursillo of Cursillos

The

At its last Officers Group meeting held at La
Consolata House in Rexdale, Ontario, the OG
settled upon a schedule for Officer Replacement
that it hopes will restore the rotation that
provides for one Officer to retire each year. This
will ensure that the new Officer coming on will
have experienced Officers and Spiritual
Advisors to guide his/her development and
growth. In addition, it was decided that the
individual selected to Chair the CCCC be
provided with at least two years in the position.
With that in mind it was determined that
another Officer from the region that provides
the Chair would be appointed by the CCCC to
serve out the rotational term of the Chair. Such a
person would be eligible to serve his/her own
four-year term should the OG agree. This could
mean that there would be five Officers on the
OG, one of whom would be the Chair. By doing
this we hope to restore the rotation while
allowing for continuity in leadership.
5
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The Officers for the CCCC include Debborah
O’Shea, CCCC’s Officer to the West excluding
Winnipeg; Nancy Bath and Marg Weber,
CCCC’s Officers to the Central Region including
Winnipeg; and George Henry, CCCC’s Officer
to the Atlantic. Fr. Syd Mifflen is the Spiritual
Advisor to the CCCC and Fr. Pat O’Meara is the
Assistant Spiritual Advisor to the CCCC. Sidney
Bilsky is the CCCC’s treasurer and Sheelagh
Winston is its secretary, conference coordinator,

CURSILLO OF CURSILLOS, A
RESOUNDING SUCCESS
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and editor of Fully Alive. Our Resource Centre is
located at 957 Brunette Avenue, Coquitlam, BC
V3K 1E1, Phone: (514) 713-0349,
Fax: (514) 227-5221,
E-mail: cccc@cursillo-canada.org
Webmaster:
webmaster@cursillo-canada.org.
George Henry, Chair CCCC Officers’Group
For the Officers.




What they said.
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Gratitude to all involved in organizing
the C of C’s
Thanks for sharing your hearts and your
passion for Christ in the rollos
Loved every moment of it and I learned
so much. I know it will help me to live
the Cursillo method (to be a friend to
those around me)
The whole conference was a call to
examine how I (or a given group)
understand, and live Cursillo and how
it is necessary to leave the accessories
behind and become more authentic
The layout was well planned, it had a
gradual, constant crescendo on pointing
out what is essential to the Movement
(Spiritually, I came in dressed as for a
Sunday Mass and I left with only a plain
tunic)
More BE-ing and less DO-ing: Agape
love through friendship: these were
concepts stated over and over (You
don’t even need words to express true
friendship.
Honesty
and
humility
were
demonstrated in the rollos
Miguel’s
rollos
showed
joyful
communication of Faith in the normality
of daily living and life.
I learned the importance of my 4th day
(Group Reunion and Ultreya) as
possible pre-Cursillo for somebody else;
















Length of rollos was good, they were
well prepared, delivered and on target
Space and time for questioning was
good
Well done… the 2 chapels for prayer
and quiet time
Location, food, accommodations and
hospitality were excellent
I was glad I had the opportunity to buy
Eduardo’s “My Spiritual Testament”
The input of the spiritual directors
Father Gaston and Father Sid was
excellent and inspiring
Serving….. the upside down pyramid –
great analogy.
It was a very good C of C’s indeed, now
I see more clearly.
By listening to the “living witnesses”
and sharing of our own ideas, we
clarified our understanding and beliefs
about Cursillo and at the same time
deepened our faith.
Like Jesus, I’d like to get up on a
mountain top and tell all who will
listen: “God is waiting for you and
Christ is Counting on you!”
Within the small groups at tables we
lovingly supported each other, ensuring
that each had an opportunity to speak
and be heard
Invaluable, irreplaceable. There is
nothing like having someone from
Mallorca there to speak and answer
questions.
Nothing
second-hand,
however good, can replace this. And
Miguel did a wonderful job, even if
sometimes he had difficulty with the
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language and understanding what was
asked. The others filled in admirably.
 The open nature of the event meant
anything of concern could be asked, and
this led to some great understandings of
the Foundational Charism and its focus
on the faraway.
 The table communities are the most
valuable method there is in getting a
great deal done efficiently. Imagine if
we didn't have them: we would have
left without many of the deeper
understandings we were able to come
to. And the deep friendships formed
could never have taken place otherwise.
 Those who missed it can never be given
the message that was given there. Truly,
"you had to be there."
 For me personally, the big question I
had going in was, "Have I gotten it
right? Has what I have tried to pass on
over the last four years in Toronto
right?" The answer was a huge "Yes!"
And the others who were there from
Toronto affirmed it in their comments to
me. What a wonderful relief.
NOT SO GOOD
 Quote….”The
only
negative
“encounter” was to have to put up for 3
days with a participant that clearly was
not ready to be at the conference and
that made the sharing, rollo after rollo,
at times very painful…. But who am I??
At the end I thought it was a great
lesson to me and a proof of how
important pre-cursillo is and it showed
me that probably behind her inability to
live the Cursillo there was somebody’s
4th day not lived authentically.
Somebody blinded by the enthusiasm to
make a new Cursillista in number but
forgetting to lead her to Christ. (but I
know that Christ will find her)”.
 I was disappointed that the talks were
not recorded and copied for people to
purchase in CD form to take home and
be able to digest. I was told that the
talks would be available but when that
happens long after the fact, the
enthusiasm is somewhat lost.
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People were abuzz with all of the
“drifting away” points in the talks.
Being a “new” person I asked at least 6
people what we had drifted away from
and got 6 different answers. If someone
cannot give me an answer that we can
all agree on then I will “drift away”
myself. This frustrated me as I could
not grasp what everyone was talking
about and this was because everyone
was talking about something else.
I
expected more of “Christ” in the talks
but it seemed that what I got was how
to “run” the Ultreyas and School of
Leaders. This was not what I attended

Miguel and George Henry, chair of CCCC,
share a moment

the conference for. I think we forget that
“the weekend” for both the candidates
and the facilitators are so filled with
“Christ” that this was what attracted me
to the Cursillo Movement. Another
thing I find is as with many
organizations is that the wrong people
find themselves in positions of “power”
or have no previous training [i.e.
Chairperson of the SOL or of
secretariat].
This can lead to
dictatorship where they inadvertently
drive people away by not knowing how
to conduct meetings or ever set agendas.
7
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Perhaps the CCCC could help in this
matter.
Sorry to dump on you
regarding the conference and the
aftermath (in London)

Two happenings touched me
very deeply:



Father Gaston’s answer to who can
make the Cursillo weekend.
The compassionate response from
Bishop Bergie when he was interrupted
during the Sunday Mass.

Hamilton diocese Cursillistas, hosts
for the Cursillo of Cursillos.

CONFERENCE 2010
St. Francis Xavier University
Antigonish, Nova Scotia
June 24th-27th
As we talk to Cursillistas around the country, many questions are brought forward
regarding the Ten Topics of the 1 Conversations of Cala Figuera. CCCC has
presented conferences based on each of these topics in the past. However, as new
Cursillistas come into the movement, we realize that they may not be aware of just
what is meant when we refer to the Ten Topics in our rollos and discussions. The
Officers, after careful consideration and reflection on the theme of the 2010
conference, feel that it is time to revisit the Conversations of Cala Figuera, explaining
the context and content. Therefore, the theme of the 2010 Conference will be:

The Ten Topics
As rooted in the Gospel and lived out in the Mentality of the
Movement.
Registration details are being finalized and on-line registration will be available very
shortly on the CCCC website. www.cursillo-canada.org
Further details will be available from your secretariats as soon as details are finalized.
8
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ESSAY
“ESSAY” is a column, in which the talks and reflections
from Cursillo leaders around the country (and abroad) can
be shared with the larger audience. Hopefully these ‘essays’
will provide the basis for further discussion. If anyone cares
to respond, please feel free to send your commentary to
Fully Alive. While these essays are subject to editing for
space, clarity and subject, they do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the CCCC.
Another great event of the summer was a World Ultreya
held in Los Angeles at the beginning of August. It was
truly a memorable occasion with Cursillistas attending
from as far away as Australia.
The following is the keynote address given by

Prof. Dr. M. Guzmán Carriquiry Lecour
Sub-secretary of the Pontifical Council for the Laity
(PCL)
SIGNS OF HOPE
We are facing times of global crisis, fraught with
uncertainties and threats on the lives of
individuals, families, nations and international
harmony. Secularized messianisms and utopias
have collapsed, while the idolatry of power,
money, technological knowledge and pleasure
clearly show that they only serve to build the
common home on sand and straw, not rock.
Even the nave of the church is facing storms and
trials. These are dramatic times that require of
Christians a unique testimony of hope.
Notwithstanding all the failures in the personal
and collective hardship, not withstanding all
human limitations and, above all, death itself
that seems to wipe out all projects, we put hope
in the indestructible power of Love, whose face
is revealed in He that loved us all to the end:
God is the foundation of the great hope that
sustains all life (cf. Eph. 2, 12). "In hope we were
saved" (Rom. 8, 24).
May this Ultreya be a great sign of hope of
which the Church gives public witness and to
which personas and peoples are called!
Indeed, among the many signs of hope for the
good of the Church and humanity, H.H. John
Paul II recognized the emergence of "a new era
of associations of the lay faithful", which,
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“alongside the traditional associations, and
sometimes from their very roots, movements
and associations have sprouted with new
physiognomy and with specific purposes”,
showing "The richness and versatility of
resources that the Spirit nourishes in the
ecclesial fabric” and “the capacity for initiative
and generosity in our lay people" (Christifidelis
Laici n. 29). He did so at the Post-Synodal
Apostolic Exhortation, which celebrated its
twentieth anniversary of publication, Magna
Carta for the laity of our time, that on the Synod
roadway—path of communion for all the
Church - has been a further development and
recapitulation of the teachings of Vatican II on
the vocation and mission of the laity in the
Church and the world. This was also noted
when Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger in 1985, wrote
that "what is giving hope at the level of the
Universal Church - and this happens precisely at
the heart of the crisis of the Church in the
Western world - is the rise of new movements
that no one planned, but rather have emerged
spontaneously from the inner vitality of the faith
"(Report on the Faith, 1985). In them, the
Cardinal expressed appreciation for the faith
that "was reborn in young men and women,
with no 'buts', without subterfuge or loopholes,
a living faith in its integrity as a gift, as a
precious gift for life" (The placement of
theological Movements, 1997).
The Cursillos in Christianity have been
prophetic anticipators of that living stream of
new movements and ecclesial communities that
have enriched the communion and mission of
the church since before the second half of the
twentieth century and up until our time.
PROVIDENTIAL REALITY
What are the fruits of movements if not the
action of the Holy Spirit that “not only sanctifies
and leads the people of God through the
sacraments and the ministries”, but that “also
distributes special gifts amongst the faithful of
whatever state or condition and distributes its
gifts to each as He wishes"(Lumen Gentium, n.
12)? As Hans Urs von Balthasar and Joseph
Ratzinger have pointed out how many different
extraordinary charisms appear to focus in timely
fashion, as if in a cluster, on the crossroads of
9
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history, change of era and deep cultural
transition, which subject the Christian tradition
to the test in the face of new and emerging
challenges affecting the various dimensions of
people's lives and societies. These charismatic
breakthroughs are what renew bring forth the
Christian tradition from its very source, and
reviving and re-proposing the entire original
force of the Christian event and its fascinating
evidence, giving rise to living currents of
sanctification of ordinary people, of Church
reform in its mystery of communion, and of the
new evangelization of pop culture.
"It is significant in this respect - said John Paul II
on November 18, 1984 – how the Spirit in order
to continue the dialogue begun by God in Christ
and continued throughout Christian history, has
given rise to many ecclesial movements in the
contemporary Church. " And on another
occasion, on September 29, 1985, he stated even
more explicitly: "The Church, born of the
passion and resurrection of Christ and the
outpouring of the Spirit, and propagated
throughout the world and at all times on the
foundation of the apostles, has been enriched for
centuries by the grace of gifts that are ever new.
These have enabled it, at various times, be
present in new and appropriate ways to the
thirst for beauty and justice that Christ was
arousing in the hearts of men, and of which he
himself is the only full and satisfactory response
".
In the crucial context of our time, the
movements are “a providential response”
because “they represent one of the most
significant fruits of the spring time of the
Church announced by the Second Vatican
Council, but they are, unfortunately, often
hampered by the growing process of
secularization "(Pope John Paul II at May 27,
1998).
The Cursillo movement of Christianity is
certainly the work of the Spirit of God, a
providential reality, a path of rediscovery of the
vocation and mission of the laity, an occurrence
of new life that spreads in every environment of
coexistence and, in such a way that it is the
renewal of the Christian tradition that
anticipated and prepared for the Vatican
10
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Council II and which cooperated in its most
faithful and living actions.
ON THE ORIGINS OF THE MOVEMENT
If the generic category of "movements" can
certainly not be exhausted or fixed by the wealth
of manners generated by the life-giving
creativity of the Spirit" it does serve, however,
"to indicate a concrete ecclesial reality of
predominantly lay participation, a journey of
faith and Christian witness which bases its own
pedagogical method on a precise charism given
to the individual founder in certain
circumstances and ways". It is characteristic of
all of them - continued John Paul II in his
message of May 27, 1998 - "the common
conscience of the novelty that the baptismal
grace brings to life (...), the singular desire to
deepen the mystery of communion with Christ
and the brethren (...), the strong loyalty to the
heritage of faith transmitted by the living stream
of tradition (...), all giving "rise to a renewed
missionary thrust which results in a finding
itself with the men and women of our time, in
the situations where they find themselves in,
and to contemplate with eyes brimming with
love, the dignity, needs and destiny of each
one”.
At its origin, then, the movements are the work
of the Spirit that, by using the method of the
Incarnation, distributes and gives its charisms to
certain individuals so that they will give rise to a
new journey of faith that is for the conversion
and sanctification of individuals, for the
"common use" of building up the Body of Christ
in the midst of human fellowship. It has been
the Spirit of God that illuminated the definition
of Cursillos of Christianity, in its essence and
purpose, through the Christian and ecclesial
experience lived by Eduardo Bonnin with his
young friends, during the 1940s in Mallorca as a
living stream of the role of laity beyond the
overly clerical limits of the Church, in harmony
with respect to what was being reflected upon
with regard to the “theology of the laity”, and
with the urgings of H.H. Pius XII so that the
laity might be fully recognized in the
communion and mission of the Church and
soon thereafter would be taught and propelled
by that great event of the Spirit which was the
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Second Vatican Council. It was this same Spirit
that assisted priests like Sebastian Gayá,
Guillermo Payeras. Juan Capo and many others
collaborated as educators in the faith, in the
genesis and development of Cursillos. And it is
the same Spirit that guided the pastoral
discernment and doctrinal support of Bishop
Juan Hervás first and there after all the
numerous bishops and Popes who have
recognized and encouraged the Cursillos in
Christianity, in its integrity and uniqueness as a
work of God for the good of the Church and
humanity. They were not, therefore, the work of
chance or wonderful improvisation but rather
the powerful seed planted by God in the good
earth of the Church, in the heart and intelligence
of Bonnin and his friends in the company of the
pastors, which became a thriving, fruitful tree in
the vineyard of the Lord. This is why H.H. Paul
VI was able to say during the first Ultreya held
in Rome on May 28, 1966, that Cursillos of
Christianity, as confirmed by their results and
good fruit, "have the right of citizenship
throughout the world." The Pope himself
blessed and encouraged in his message to the
second Ultreya gathered in Mexico City on May
23, 1970, and H.H. John Paul II offered his
appreciation on the occasion of the third Ultreya
celebrated on July 28, 2000, in St. Peter's Square
during the Holy Year, "for all that the Church,
through the Cursillos of Christianity, has done
and continues to achieve."
Pope Benedict XVI teaches on the subject, in his
message of May 22, 2006, how "over the
centuries, Christianity has been communicated
and disseminated through the newness of life of
individuals and communities able to provide an
effective witness of love, unity and joy, "the
force that has set into ‘movement’ so many
people for generations. Has it not been the
beauty that the faith has generated in the faces
of the saints which has prompted many men
and women to follow in their footsteps? In the
end - concluded the pope - this applies to you:
through the founders and initiators of your
movements and communities you have
glimpsed the face of Christ with a singular
brightness and you started on your way ".
The "new phase" of "ecclesial maturity" that
Pope John Paul required of the movements, in
his speech on May 30, 1998, is today translated
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to being faithful to the charism that has
generated and always encouraged and renewed
in all its original passion, freshness and spiritual
power. It means also to be faithful to the method
of Christian rediscovery that the same charism
began. It means also to be faithful to friendship,
companionship and community fellowship that
experience has shaped and is at once its sign and
its support, its food and propulsion. Finally, it
means also to be faithful to the ardor,
enthusiastic momentum, radiant and urging
zeal to communicate in all environments the
beauty of the experience, overcoming at the
same time, all bureaucratic withdrawal and
fatigue, all the difficulties and trials, all the
divisions in which the work of the devil is
insinuated.
BEGIN ANEW FROM JESUS CHRIST
What are the charisms if not a gift (gratia gratis
data) that the Holy Spirit infuses that gives rise
to ever renewed paths for encountering and
following the Lord in the lives of individuals
and communities? The Cursillos in Christianity
aimed, from their origins, on what they called
"what is fundamental to being Christian”. In its
beginning there was a conversion experience
that, beyond the tinsel traditional of
Christianity, its appearance of power and
worldly success, aroused a love for Christ and
the brethren, an evangelical radicalism, an
apostolic urgency, void of all tranquil
mediocrity and conformity among Christians
and determined to not be drawn in to the
"humdrum" of the church "machine". That
experience of Eduardo Bonnin and his friends,
along with the shepherds who accompanied
them, all centred on "what is fundamental to
being Christian", could well be expressed with
what Pope John Paul II wrote as a program in
the Apostolic Letter Novo Millennio Ineunte (nn
16 et seq.) "Begin anew from Christ," setting our
gaze on his face, aware of the depth of his
mystery, and therefore beggars confident in his
grace, to rediscover the human stature in which
we have been created, re-generated by baptism
and destined for growth, and converted as his
disciples, and therefore his witnesses and
missionaries.
The Charism is a form of obedience to which
11
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God's mercy, by the grace of his Spirit, has
destined for us, whereby the presence of Christ
and the mystery of the Church - his body in
history - become evident and poignant ,
fascinating and reasonable, in people's lives. The
Cursillos are primarily that shared invitation to
"open the doors to Christ," the doors of the heart
and intelligence of the person and of all living
environments of human interaction. Indeed,
these are real charisms of the one Spirit (cf. I
Cor. 12, 4-11) who confess Christ as Lord are
true (cf. I Cor. 12, 3), contribute to building up
the Body of Christ in human interaction (cf. 1
Cor. 12, 7, 12, 22-27) and give, above all, the
primacy of charity (cf. I Cor. 13 2Cor. 6, 6, Gal. 5
2 ). Benedict XVI clearly affirms this at the
beginning of his encyclical Deus caritas est: "
Being Christian is not the result of an ethical
choice or a lofty idea, but the encounter with an
event, a person, which gives life a new horizon
and a decisive direction.. "
Yesterday as well as today, we are
contemporaries of this Presence! Today, “in our
world, often dominated by a secularized culture
which encourages and promotes models of life
without God", the faith of many is sorely tested
and is frequently stifled and dies "(cf. John Paul
II , May 30, 1998), we are all called to a renewed
encounter with Christ, with the same reality,
novelty and relevance, with the same power of
persuasion and affection with the same
fascinating attraction of the experience lived
2000 years ago by the first disciples on the banks
of the Jordan and a few decades ago by those
young friends of Majorca and pilgrims to
Santiago. Such is the grace that we must
implore. Christianity is not, ultimately, a
religious worldview, a doctrine about the truth
or a set of rituals for "initiated" minorities, but
rather the occurrence of the Word made flesh,
that through the sacrament of the Christian
community, comes to meet us at every time and
place, and requires of our freedom only the
simple "fiat" like Mary’s, so that our flesh will
become His and our blood, His blood. This is the
consciousness of the "new creature" we become
through baptism, the most profound and
sublime dignity of the person created in God's
image, made participants of the death and
resurrection of the Lord, redeemed as a child of
God, new protagonists in the world scene.
12
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Therefore, the real charisms lead to communion
of the Church, assiduousness to the and
sacramental Eucharistic encounter with the
Lord, in dialogue with him in prayer, in
listening to His Word and the faithful
intelligence to his teachings in the living
awareness of his Presence in the communion of
the brethren in the faith, the perception of his
face in the "neighbours" of all environments of
life and especially in those who bear the cross of
poverty, suffering, and the loss of "meaning" to
life. The realization of self is most fully obtained
in the encounter with Jesus Christ. Therefore, no
other words were more primary nor repeated
more in the teaching of H.H. John Paul II than
that of Gaudium et Spes (n. 22): "In reality, the
mystery of man is clarified only in the mystery
of the Incarnate Word."
METHOD, PATH, SCHOOL
It is clear that every extraordinary charism
generates a method of education to the faith and
in the faith, or, in other words, a path of
rediscovery of Christ's presence in the lives of
people through their membership in the
communion and co-responsible participation in
the mission of the Church. Method means the
path toward a goal, a route discovery, a teaching
and training. Thus, Benedict XVI called the
movements "schools of life", " schools of
freedom, schools of communion" (Homily of
June 3, 2006). And Pope John Paul II exclaimed,
years prior: "There is so much need for mature
Christian personalities, conscious of their
baptismal identity, of their vocation and mission
in the Church and the world! (...) And here are
the movements and new ecclesial communities”:
they are the "providential response" (speech of
May 30, 1998).
There no longer exists a social and cultural
environment conducive to the transmission of
Christianity; on the contrary, there is
dissemination, through the powerful and
capillary networks of media, a dominant culture
of relativist trends and even conformist nihilism,
increasingly remote and hostile to the Christian
tradition. The Witness of many baptized
Christians is sustained by remaining traces of
that tradition, reduced to small residual
fragments and episodes, impoverished and
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confused in its existential and intellectual
content, and ultimately quite superfluous. Pope
Benedict XVI has signaled various times to the
current "educational emergency", or arduous
difficulty in communicating reasons, sound and
strong ideals, that give meaning and a path for
achieving a truly human way of life. This
educational emergency finds a critical focal
point in the difficulty of transmitting the faith,
which seems to have placed a “chokehold” on
communication. No matter the generic rhetoric
on values, or the pious speeches, or even the
simple mention of the Christian message. There
is no interest or attraction to a Christian appeal
that is not a life-bearing new experience in
which a real radiance and a promise of
happiness for life itself cannot be seen.
Therefore, the movements are "providential"
because they attract and communicate thanks to
the testimony of a new life that returns to the
event which makes it possible, they give reasons
for the hope that inspires the radiating love of
this experience proclaiming the kerygma of faith
and suggest a learning path for people
accompanying them to Christian maturity. They
are, as Benedict XVI wrote on May 22, 2005,
"companies on the path in which to learn to live
in the truth and love that Christ revealed to us
and communicated by the witness of the
apostles, in the great family of his disciples. "
The force of the charism and educational
method lead to overcoming any dualism
between faith and life, to give shape to life
under the impact of the Christian event, to
continue experiencing union with Christ as the
fully, satisfactory, overabundant response, to the
desire for freedom, truth, happiness and justice
rooted in the heart of the person, to the point of
exclaiming, like the Apostle Paul: "It is not I who
lives, but Christ who lives in me" (...). "Life is
Christ" (Gal. 2, 20).
Benedict XVI expressed this strongly in the
homily at the inaugural Mass of his pontificate
(April 24, 2005): "Whoever lets Christ enter (in
their life) loses nothing, nothing, absolutely
nothing of what makes life free, beautiful and
great (...). Only in this friendship does the great
potential of the human condition really open
(...). Do not be afraid of Christ! He takes nothing
away, and he gives you everything. The person
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who gives themselves to Him, receives 100 to 1.
Yes, open wide the doors to Christ and you will
find true life. "
It fact, if the encounter with Christ is true, lifechanges, all of life, all the points of interest in
life, despite all the
distractions and
inconsistencies, all worldly undertakings, all the
betrayals and denials that come from sin. There
is no longer a divorce between the confession of
faith and the fabric of everyday life; they are no
longer separated into compartments. Nothing
can be outside this metanoia, this conversion
and transformation of all existence. If it is a true
encounter, it changes a person's life and leaves a
mark on married and family life, friendships,
work, recreation, use of leisure time and money,
how to look at reality. Everything becomes more
human, more real, more splendidly beautiful
and happier. Everything is embraces by the
power of a love of transfiguration, unity, life,
sign and flow of this "revolution of love" that is
Christianity. And this new life is not the result
of a mere moral effort, always fragile, in the
person, but the result, above all, of the grace, or
rather an encounter that becomes friendship,
familiarity, communion, confidence in the
merciful love of God, strength in our weakness.
"The vital synthesis between the Gospel and the
duties of everyday life that the faithful will
know how to shape – wrote John Paul II
Christifidelis Laici (n. 34) - will be the most
splendid and convincing evidence that, not fear
but the search and adherence to Christ are the
decisive factor for man to live and grow, and to
configure new ways of living more in
conformity with human dignity. "
Moreover, thanks to the charisms and their
educational radicalism of the Gospel, the
objective content of faith and the flow of its
living tradition they communicate persuasively
and are received as personal experience.
Movements raise and nurture, accompany and
lead to an understanding of faith that is rooted
in the teachings of the Church as communicated
by the Magisterium of its Pastors - condensed in
the Catechism of the Catholic Church - and this
becomes intelligence of all reality. Not by chance
does the tradition of Cursillos have the
illustrative phrase that all reality seems to be "de
colores" to believers, no longer in the dark life of
13
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confusion,
without
meaning,
or
the
superficiality of a gray existence in which
Christianity for many is becoming paltry.
Quintessential to Cursillos is to stir the heart,
enlighten the intelligence and direct the will to
the path of conversion and formation of a new
Christian personality.
COMPANY, FRIENDSHIP, COMMUNION
The "spiritual affinity" that is created between
those who share the same charism gives rise to
strong and deep friendships, communal living
arrangements, forms of unique fraternity, which
are company and support for the Christian life
of individuals who "make the interior of a
smaller reality, the great and vital reality of the
Church”, wrote Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger in the
book Salt of the Earth, 1997- concrete, experiential
and
practical.”
The
movements
are
manifestations of the "free forms" in which the
one Church is achieved, by means of which they
educate in the sense of belonging to the mystery
of communion and sharing in its mission. Thus,
Benedict XVI calls the movements "luminous
signs of the beauty of Christ and the Church, his
wife" (Message of May 2, 2006), radiant
reflections of this mystery of communion in
which we recognize ourselves as "members of
one body, made "one in Christ" (cf. Gal. 3, 28,
Col. 11), which has its source and summit in the
Eucharist, "a sign of unity” and “bond of
charity" (cf. Lumen Gentium , 11). The Church,
expressed Benedict XVI, before his trip to
Cologne to attend the World Youth Day, is the
“support of a great love for our lives. " St.
Augustine said it in these words: "In human
interaction, so full of mistakes and suffering,
what gives us consolation but a secure faith and
love of true and good friends? Can we not say
the same thing from the experience of the
movements?
"What great need there is for Christian
communities, " John Paul II also exclaimed, and
this sense also, marks the paradigmatic and
providential character of the movements (speech
on May 30, 1998). Indeed, how is faith to be kept
alive in the person as living moment, how is the
"new being" to grow in the newness of life and
how can the freedom of the children of God be
preserved in the midst of worldly life that is
14
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ever more assimilating? How can this be done
without strong roots in a specific Christian
community, alive, which is home to the person
who embraces their entire life, sustaining and
nourishing the memory of Christ and fidelity to
tradition in every dimension of their existence?
When the bonds to the Church are weak and
sporadic, there is only a consumption of
"religious" services. It is not enough, either, to
have an abstract idea of the Church, subject to
our preconceptions and measures. The overconfidence that often has been placed in
planning and "bureaucracies" makes the Church
appear, in the end, for many a company of
religious services and moral exhortations
shaped by "projects" of their stakeholders. In
addition, we are still the heirs of that
contradiction, which made H.H. Paul VI suffer
so much as he held admiration for the most
beautiful, profound and renewed ecclesial
consciousness that, as the fruit of the Spirit, is
expressed in the Vatican Council teachings and,
in turn, warned of the phenomena of mass crisis,
disaffection, argumentation, and alienation of its
authentic communion. No wonder, then, that
we are invited to re-read this extraordinary
council document, the Constitution on the
Church, "Lumen Gentium" and to re-educate the
"sensus ecclesiae." We must always rediscover
the Church as sacrament rooted in the
Trinitarian life, which “means" for the whole
world the mystery of salvific design, reveals the
pilgrim nature of God's people, present in
history as the epiphany of the inexhaustible
novelty and contemporaneity of the Body of
Christ. It is embraced above all as a gift, in all
the density and beauty of its mystery, in all its
constituent factors. It is not "ours", it is God’s.
If the Church does not give rise to this incorporation into living Christian communitiesin its most profound theological and existential
meaning—then it remains just one more
addition to life and not the "tremendous
mystery", more radical and decisive than any
family, ethnic, social, political and cultural ties.
The present circumstances only serve to
emphasize this requirement. Indeed, we are
made for communion, but everything tends to
obscure our origin, the desire of our hearts, and
our destination. Today there is a rapid process
of disintegration of social fabric everywhere, in
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societies that are increasingly fragmented into a
multiplicity of interests, cultures and individual
conflict, which is growing in indifference and
hostility of people towards each other. Freedom
conceived as individualistic independence
breaks the bonds of belonging and leaves the "I"
in isolation, in terms of vulnerability,
helplessness and dependency under the
influences of power, in a growing mass
depersonalization. “Virtual” communication is
obviously not enough. In the "global village" of
communications what are truly needed are more
real encounters, accompaniment and friendship,
a real exercise of communion. Thus the apostolic
exhortation Christifidelis Laici (n. 34) stated that
"to remake the Christian fabric of human
society"-starting from the family and its
"intermediate groups" - we must "remake the
Christian fabric of the ecclesial community
itself". The Church has to become more "forma
mundi"—germination, sign and flow of the new
society within the world-as a visible community
of very diverse people -poor sinners trusting in
the mercy and grace of their Lord--who live real
relationships,
more
humanly,
more
characterized by "being" than "having" or "being
able to", of a surprising fraternity, miraculous
gift of unity that men can not win with their
solitary and disorderly forces; always exposed
to the sins of its members, always in an
“examination of conscience”, always begging for
forgiveness and with an attitude of conversion
and renewed fidelity.
Therefore, it is essential and urgent, now more
than ever that there be " formation of mature
ecclesial communities, in which the faith might
radiate and fulfill the basic meaning of
adherence to the person of Christ and his
Gospel, of an encounter and sacramental
communion with him, and of an existence lived
in charity and in service. "(Christifidelis laici,
34). Every Christian community--families as
"domestic churches", parishes, associations,
religious communities, ecclesial communities,
movements ...- is called to live and bear witness
to this mystery of communion, in unity with the
bishop and the Pope, as abode and fertile
ground for education of the individual,
adherence to Christianity as a live event, the
growth of freedom from the conformist
pressures of the environment and passionate
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responsibility for its own destiny and the
destiny of others. This does not depend on a
plethora of initiatives and a facade of
renovations. It is the work of the sacramental
and charismatic gifts, which are coessential in
the Church, founding it and constantly
renewing it. Church history shows us that the
movements of renewal that raises the spirit
brings forth to revive the faith and the mission
return to the source and updating that archetype
of the primitive community in many ways, in
which all the brothers and sisters were "of one
soul and one mind ", assiduously attending to
the teaching of the apostles, gathered in the
breaking of bread and prayers, putting life, gifts
and property in common.
This pattern of communion is strongly present
from the origins of Cursillos of Christianity,
which could also be said were the result of a
friendship that, in Christ, grew in the embrace of
people of various ages, social condition, cultures
and nations. Therefore, the phrase that has been
so common among you--"make a friend, be a
friend and make them friends of Christ," is the
fabric of friendship which links the circular
dynamics of pre-Cursillo, Cursillo and postCursillo. It is a friendship that becomes
communion, that lives, feeds and supports the
great communion of the Church. It is
communion guaranteed by a prompt and
obedient to adherence to the bishops in union
with the Successor of Peter, ministers and
witnesses of that communion in the truth and
love. It is communion that shares this charism
and works in the life of local churches for the
edification of the one Body of Christ. It is
communion, not in and of itself, but for the
mission.
AD GENTES!
Anyone who has found something true,
beautiful and good in his life - the real treasure,
the pearl of great price - is to share it
everywhere, at home and at work in all areas of
their lives." This was acknowledged by Benedict
XVI in his homily on June 3, 2006. So a few days
earlier, in his message of May 22 of that year, he
urged the movements to bring " Christ's light to
all the social and cultural milieus in which you
live” noting that, “Missionary zeal is proof of a
15

VOLUME 12 ISSUE 1

radical experience of ever renewed fidelity to
one's charism that surpasses any kind of weary
or selfish withdrawal."

NUMBER 60

familiarity, announcement, teaching, newness of
shared life, and apostolate. It is the dynamics of
the attractive invitation ( "follow me"), of the
formation ( "make them my disciples”) and
sending ("go throughout the world").

That missionary zeal exists in the very origins
of Cursillos in Christianity. Not in vain,
Eduardo
Bonnin
has
emphasized
the
The invitation to Cursillos is for everyone of all
importance that lay, from the very definition of
ages; men and women of various social
these cursillos, on the study of the environment.
conditions and cultural contexts, without moral
"This study of the environment presupposed
or religious pre-requisites, because the Gospel is
and meant, that on the one hand, to depart from
for everyone!! And a " Catholic" charism always
the "sacristies," to give an end to the enclosure of
proves capable of embracing and moving all. It
the church, in order to go beyond a church that
is directed both to those who have the gift of
rested upon Christian routines whose social
baptism buried in oblivion or indifference or to
weight covered situations and trends of crisis
the "far away" of every belief. The exhortation
waiting to happen. On the other hand, it meant
Christifidelis Laici (n. 34) does not leave room
remaining attentive to the circumstances of
today for easy optimism: "Whole countries and
actual, concrete and ordinary
nations where religion and
It was very important to
conditions of the life and
the Christian life were
interactions of every person and
formerly flourishing (...)are
Bonnin and those with
coexistence. It is a zeal for
now put to a hard test, and
him to refer to the stories
expanding the power of
in some cases, are even
of Christ's encounters
Christian friendship in all
undergoing
a
radical
environments;
a
lively
transformation”,
as
a
result
with several people in the
awareness of the universal
of a constant spreading of
seemingly mundane
destination of the gospel of
an indifference to religion,
Christ that does not have
circumstances of life (with of secularism and atheism
preferences for people nor
so that large masses of men
those who would be his
discriminates according to the
live as if God does not exist.
apostles, with the
labels or preventive censorship,
And "the number of those
with an open heart and with
who still do not know
Magdalene and the
disposition
toward
the
Christ and do not belong to
Samaritan woman, with
encounters as if each were
the Church - is said in the
eventful and promising, with
Redemptoris
Zacchaeus, the rich young encyclical
passion for life and the fate they
Missio (n. 3) - (...) since the
man ...)
face.
end of the Council it has
almost doubled." However,
"The
Church
does
not
it does no good to only
proselytize - said Benedict XVI in Aparecida
complain, lament and denounce the evils of the
(May 13, 2007). It grows much more by
times. Two reasons sustain our hope and
attraction: as Christ ‘draws all to himself’."
missionary zeal. The first is that the Holy Spirit
Cursillo also offers that attractive witness, that
always precedes us as the great protagonist of
is, "leavening" because it is capable of moving
evangelization in the life of people in their
the hearts of people, to later lead their
environments of life, in all nations, and in all
intelligence and then spur their will on a path of
creation. And the second is the belief that
reconciliation with oneself, with God and
everyone, in their reason and affection, is made
brethren, since these same events are still
for the truth, for justice, for happiness, for love,
occurring through his witnesses in all
yearning without confines that are anxious for
environments of interaction, in all times and
full realization. Therefore, these undeniable and
places. It is always the same method of
irrepressible yearnings of their humanity are
discipleship that begins with "Come and see,
restless until it rests in God, finding a complete
come and follow me," and that will then become
16
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answer only in Christ, that is completely
satisfactory.

awaits us beyond history, in its eternal abode.
Ultreya, Cursillista friends!

I interpret this "vertebration of environments" vertebration of Christianity! - which is peculiar
to the experience and the jargon of Cursillo, as
that amazing transformation that yeast produces
in the dough, making the community of people
aware and respectful of the common dignity,
passionate for justice and peace, in solidarity
before the needs, and builders of the common
good. Much more still: they are signs of the
Kingdom of God that mysteriously grows in the
midst of human society, the "revolution of love”
that only Christianity is, transmits and spreads
in the history of humanity, the Lordship of
Christ, only "corner stone” for the every truly
human project.

Prof. Dr. M. Guzmán Carriquiry Lecour
Sub-secretary of the Pontifical Council for the
Laity

Today all Cursillistas are called, in keeping with
their charism, to renew their missionary zeal
and presence at all "areopagus" that announce
the good news of salvation. You must take and
propose the experience of Cursillos everywhere,
in all environments, to all corners of the world,
and “even to the moon" as the founders used to
say. Then you will be clearly responding to the
invitation which the Holy Father Benedict XVI
made to you on June 3, 2006: "Dear friends, I ask
that you be, still more, much more so, partners in the
universal ministry of the Pope, opening the doors to
Christ. This is the best service to give to the Church
and mankind.”
This missionary apostolic passion will help, and
it is no small thing to avoid the temptation of
concentrating
and
wasting
energy
on
interpretive debates, forming opposing sides,
vindictive bids for power, on tensions,
suspicions and divisions that cloud the
testimony of friendship and inhibit the most
enthusiastic promotion of Cursillos and the
leavening and vertebrating presence to which all
are called upon to perform in all environments.
Ultreya, friends! Ultreya! It seems that this
greeting and exclamation mean "beyond." The
grace of the Lord takes us beyond our limits,
enlightens our intelligence with the “beyond” of
faith and leads us beyond our own programs
and plans, inviting us to be witnesses and
missionaries, always beyond all confines and

*************************************************************

FROM
OUR
READERS
Please forward comments to Fully Alive
C/o CCCC Resource Centre.

A Personal Reflection on the Cursillo of
Cursillos – An Invitation to remain rooted in
Living Waters!
The national Cursillo Conference this past
Summer was, for me, an occasion to listen, learn,
and deepen my knowledge of Cursillo. The
format of the Cursillo of Cursillos was a little
different to what I had expected, as I had
imagined that the conference would closely
mirror my Cursillo weekend. Many similarities
were evident since we sat in groups at tables,
listened to rollistas and then took time for group
reflection and sharing. Our Rector, from
Mallorca, was Miguel Seruda, a close friend of
Eduardo Bonnin. Beyond the Cursillo weekend
experience that I had anticipated, I was not
disappointed since the National Conference
proved to be an opportunity to form and deepen
friendships and grow in my understanding of
the Cursillo Method and its Charism.
I listened to rollos on the Essence and Purpose
of Cursillo, the Cursillo Mentality, Potential
Dangers in the Cursillo Movement, and a rollo
on the Role of Priests in Cursillo as Cursillistas
themselves as well as spiritual advisors to the
Movement. There were also rollos on Leaders,
17
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Pre-Cursillo, a rollo on the Cursillo weekend its components and how it forms a piece of a
larger picture, the Roles of the School of Leaders
and Secretariat in serving and supporting local
Cursillo communities, and finally a rollo on
Group Reunions and Ultreya.
During my Cursillo weekend I was introduced
to the idea of thinking about Piety, Study and
Action as a tripod, formed by three inter-related
essential parts which together provide both
strength and a solid framework for living a
Christian life through the Cursillo method. As I
listened to and reflected on the rollos at the
Cursillo of Cursillos in Kitchener, I began to see
more clearly the significance of the three key
elements of Cursillo: the Pre-Cursillo, the
Cursillo weekend, and the Post Cursillo. I came
to understand that these too can be viewed as a
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gratitude and joy. Beyond that experience, I now
wonder if I was breaking ground then and just
beginning to scratch the surface; that although
my roots were not very far in the earth, they
sensed that there was still more to grow
towards. As the Cursillo of Cursillos progressed
this past Summer, I felt an invitation to allow
my roots to grow a little deeper and to rest
connected to a source of life-giving water by
living an authentic Post-Cursillo, and in so
doing to mine the rich veins of gold beyond the
surface of my first encounter.
A Cursillista
Vancouver

Miguel shares lunch with members of the
Hispanic Cursillo Movement

Miguel doing ‘corridor work’.
tripod, and that no one part of the Cursillo
Method alone is sufficient, and that all three
together are necessary to form the whole. I
learned that the Post-Cursillo, if well-lived,
becomes someone else`s Pre-Cursillo as solid
friendships are formed that allow others to
experience the invitation to a deeper, richer and
more abundant life; and the role of the Cursillo
weekend is a vehicle to accelerate the encounters
with oneself, Christ and others.
Since the Cursillo of Cursillos, I have found
myself reflecting frequently on the roots of a tree
in search of deep living water. My Cursillo
weekend was very significant to me and I often
remember that time with a sense of deep
18
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Witness
Daily we touch Him
Hi. My name is Maureen Willis and I made my
Cursillo Oct/2009 at Camp Geddie and I sat at
the table of St. Rita.
I am no professional but one of the things I most
love to do is sing. I have always been in a choir
of some type-right from elementary up to high
school and beyond----most of my adult life. I
can burst into song anywhere at almost any
given moment without caring that no 'normal'
person does that! ( I have even had co-workers
ask me to stop!!) In fact, one of the reasons why
I decided to make my cursillo was because I'd
heard that there was going to be lots of music
and singing.
Among other things, singing has always been
therapy for me. No matter what my mood, I can
jump into some melody--it comes as natural to
me as talking. It usually gives me pleasure and
always takes me somewhere whether it be
through trials or through tribulations. I never
felt happier than when I was on stage with a
musical group or up singing in the loft with the
church choir. It just brought me a subconscious
joy that only few other things could so easily do.
Keeping that in mind, I'm going to talk a little
about my philosophy of life. From as far back as
I can remember, I have thought of life as a
JOURNEY and I was going to treat it as such. I
was going to enjoy the easy parts with the
straight paths and persevere through the hard
parts with mountainous paths. Because I knew
that the path would become smooth again on
the other side of those mountains. I know that I
had learned this throughout my life experiences.
I had learned that I can pretty well control how I
react to the hurdles most of the time. There is an
ebb and flow to our daily lives and I felt
confident that I would survive all of them
because of my philosophy. I think one of the
reasons I can do this is because I believe myself
to be very lucky:

I have a loving husband, loving in-laws, a job, a
comfortable house where I live with my
husband and two children whom I adore,
animals who love to be cuddled
Except for those persistent bills that come on a
regular basis, I wouldn't change anything. I
have everything I want and need.
The past few years have given me a few
challenges. I lost my mother 3 years ago to lung
cancer. It was stressful, of course. One month
later a tragedy occurred while we were on
vacation. A relative who was swimming with
us disappeared. I found her face-down in the
water, and together with my husband, we
dragged her to shore but were unable to revive
her. She was brain dead already and the very
faint heartbeat that she had ended. She died in
the hospital a few hours later. I ended up taking
some stress leave from work at this time. A year
later I was diagnosed with breast cancer and
then had a prompt mastectomy. A year after
that, an x-ray determined that I needed a full
hysterectomy
but
thank
God---nothing
malignant there. Two months ago, 47 of us at
my workplace were informed that our jobs were
leaving New Glasgow so as of February 12th, I
will be among the unemployed. After 22 years
with the same employer, I will no longer have a
job to get up for every day. It will be a culture
shock. (I mentioned to my husband the other
morning that it felt strange that I no longer had
a job---with his unfailing wit he countered this
with 'don't worry...it is balanced out by not
having an income!') Anyway, I got through all
of this very well and I am still fine. I also STILL
consider myself a lucky and blessed person. I'm
happy to be alive with my family and we are all
in good health. I know there will continue to be
challenges in my life. In fact, one that my family
faces every single day involves the special needs
of my very special son who has autism.
Sometimes when I feel a darkness creeping in, I
Continued on page30
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE
COUNTRY
ATLANTIC


ATLANTIC,

Antigonish (Tri-Counties,
Cape Breton East, Cape
Breton West) Halifax, St.
John’s, Charlottetown,
Yarmouth, Yarmouth
Valley. St. John


QUEBEC,

Montreal English,
Spanish, Hungarian,
Korean




ONTARIO, Sarnia,

CAPE BRETON EAST
Secretariat Activities:
We as a Secretariat meet once a month from September through June. Our
mandate is evangelize our environments through the building and
supporting of our Christian community using the tools of piety, study and
action. We promote Group Reunions, Ultreya and School of Leaders as
visible support systems for living our fourth day as Christians. We
organize Cursillo Weekends seek out the far away, and contribute our
support to the Regional Atlantic and National Cursillo Movements.
Successes:

London, Kent
County/Chatham,
Peterborough, Toronto,
Hamilton, Timmins,
Ottawa, Thunder Bay,
Korean, Latin American

The number of Cursillistas attending School of Leaders continues to
grow. Those who have attended School of Leaders approach their role on
teams with renewed enthusiasm. It is our hope that in the near future
most of our team members will come from our School of leaders.

WESTERN, Victoria,

Lay Director’s Information

Vancouver, Nelson,
Prince George, Calgary,
Edmonton, GrouardMcLennan, Native
Cursillo, Winnipeg

CHARLOTTETOWN

My name is Arlene van Diepen and I made my Cursillo in 1998 at
Belcourt Lodge, in South Rustico, PEI at the table of St. Theresa. I have
completed my second year as Lay Director for the Diocese of
Charlottetown Cursillo Movement of Prince Edward. On PEI, the Lay
Director serves three years and serves one year as a Past Lay Director.

Secretariat Information
2008-2009 has been another busy year for our secretariat. Last year at the annual meeting, we set four
goals.. I am pleased to say that with the prayerful support of our community and with the committed
efforts of all members of Secretariat we have been able to achieve our goals:
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We have increased the number of Group Reunions
We have increase number of Ultreyas
We have implemented the School of Leaders
We have fully implemented Rainbow Manual
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building bridges from
coast to coast
2008-09 was a stable year for our secretariat in
that we only had one new member. In June,
2009, however, 3 members’ terms will end. We
have revised the format of secretariat to be more
in line with the support required within a
Cursillo movement and back to where it once
had been on PEI. Positions on Secretariat will
include:
Lay Director, Spiritual Director,
Secretary, Treasurer, Atlantic Rep, Pre-Cursillo
Coordinator, Cursillo Weekend Coordinator,
Post-Cursillo Coordinator, School of Leaders
Coordinator, and Palanca Coordinator.
We
hope to be able to add two new members for the
School of Leaders Coordinator and Cursillo
Weekend Coordinator. All coordinators will
have sub-committees comprised of members
from the community who will help to carry out
the functions of that position. It is our desire to
have
more
people
involved
in
the
administration of Cursillo on PEI and we believe
that this format will serve this purpose.
The Secretariat prays, studies, plans and acts
together to fulfill its mandate to develop and
guide the Cursillo Movement on PEI as per the
original Charism as given to our founder,
Eduardo Bonin, by the Holy Spirit. Secretariat
meets 10 times per year on a monthly basis
except for July and August. Special meetings
are held as required.
Cursillo Community
Our movement is comprised of members
ranging from those who have been involved in
Cursillo since they made the first Cursillo in
1979 to other active members who have made
Cursillo in the past few years. This balance of
experienced members with the less experienced
serves to keep our movement vibrant. Our
Invasions or Clausuras are very well attended as
are our Island Wide Ultreyas. Faithful members
attend our masses held as Palanca prior to our
weekends and masses dedicated to deceased

members. Members are always willing to serve
our Lord by working on our weekends.
School of Leaders
We introduced the School of Leaders to PEI in
2008. Prior to the beginning of team formation,
we bring both teams together for a full day for a
School of Leaders where they hear presentations
on the History of Cursillo, Elements of Cursillo,
1st day of the weekend, 2nd Day of the Weekend,
3rd Day of the Weekend and How To Write a
Rollo. We are hoping in 2009-2010 to have
several School of Leaders scheduled where
Cursillistas will present on The Environment,
the Ideal Candidate and Sponsorship.
Group Reunion
Our weekends continue to place great emphasis
on the Total Security Rollo. Teams continue to
support the new Cursillistas after the weekends
to assist them to get into a group. We have 19
very active Group Reunions with 135 members.
Most meet all year long on a weekly basis while
a couple meet bi-weekly. The past year has been
successful in that we have increased our Group
Reunions by 6 and members within Group
Reunions by 39. We have one women’s group,
one couples group and the other groups are
comprised of men and women. are working
towards increasing these numbers.
Ultreyas
All Ultreyas use the consistent authentic format.
Agendas for our Ultreya include: Gathering
Music, Prayer to the Holy Spirit, Group
Reunion, Witness speaker, Echo speaker,
Spiritual Advisor comments, announcements,
prayers for special intentions, closing music.
The Ultreya is followed with a sharing table for
those who wish to remain to socialize.
21
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This past year, we held two Island Wide
Ultreyas that were very well attended. The
Ultreya after the Spring weekends was
presented as per our guidelines. We did not
have mass and we began with a Group Reunion.
It went extremely well and received a
considerable amount of positive feedback. All
agreed that it was a powerful experience. A
member of Secretariat carries the responsibility
for Ultreyas. We have Ultreya coordinators
appointed in each of the three counties. Local
Ultreyas are held on a monthly basis in
Charlottetown.
Our local Ultreyas have
increased this year with Ultreyas being held in
Palmer Road, Summerside and Morell.
Numbers at local Ultreyas range from 25 – 35.
These local Ultreyas have received positive
feedback as well.
The need for and the interest in coming together
as a community is evident within our
movement.
We need to have more local
Ultreyas. If we are able to do this, we will
strengthen our Post-Cursillo. If we strengthen
our Post Cursillo we will bring more people to
Christ and to Cursillo. Ultreyas help to create an
extremely supportive environment for us to
grow in our faith and gives us the support we
need for our apostolic action in bringing those
within our environments to Christ.
Cursillo Weekends
This past year, we held two men’s weekend and
two women’s weekend. We had 8 men on the
Men’s Fall weekend and 16 women on the
Women’s Fall Weekend. We had 6 men on the
Spring men’s weekend and 12 women on the
women’s Spring weekend.
We have 25
members on our teams.
All Rollos are
presented using the Rainbow manual outline.
We have re-introduced the Cursillista After the
Cursillo rollo, we have instituted the silent
retreat on Thursday, we now use the Pilgrim’s
Guide and Service Sheets. Feedback from teams
and candidates have been extremely positive
and our weekends continue to be very powerful.
Other Events
We continue to have a Palanca Mass before we
begin each weekend. These are very well
22
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intended.
A practice that has grown in
popularity this year, is that Group Reunions
across the province get together to pray for the
team and candidates participating in weekends.
We also have an annual Mass for Deceased
Cursillistas.
On Thursday, August 7, 2008, host, author and
lay Catholic evangelist Ralph Martin gave a
presentation to a gathering of the PEI Cursillo
movement at St. Augustine's Church, South
Rustico. Mr. Martin played a key role in
establishing the Cursillo movement in North
America working for the national Cursillo
Secretariat in the US, developing publications on
its behalf
The Year Ahead
Over the next year, we will focus on three goals:
Strengthen our Post Cursillo by
A. Increasing the number of Group
Reunions
B. Increasing the number of local
Ultreyas
C. Scheduling 3 School of Leaders
sessions in Summerside and 3 in
Charlottetown
 Celebrate our 30th Anniversary
 Plan to host the 2010 Atlantic
Conference


Arlene vanDiepen
Lay Director
Diocese of Charlottetown

ST. JOHN’S NL
Goals:



To Bring Back Fellow Cursillistas who
have been absent from our Ultreya.
We look forward to having a men’s and
women’s Cursillo weekend in St. John’s
and on the Burin Peninsula (The Burin
Peninsula is about a 4 hour drive from
St. John’s)
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Secretariat Activities:





In May, 2009 we met with our new
Spiritual Director, Fr. Leo English,
C.Ss.R. who accepted the invitation of
Archbishop Martin Currie to take on
this role within our movement.
Our secretariat meets once a month and
will meet after the Ultreya if needed.
As of June 30, 2009 we will have to
replace three of our outgoing members
whose terms are up.

Successes:
Pre-Cursillo:




We held an Advent and Lenten day of
reflection where we had four speakers
and two of the speakers were fellow
Cursillistas.
We had a Christmas Dinner and Dance
that was well attended and of course we
had special guest appearance by our
local Mummers who danced in with
Santa.

Cursillo Weekends:


The last weekend we had was a
women’s weekend on the Burin
Peninsula in Oct. 2007; however, we
have put teams in place this year and
have them prepare for a weekend later
on in the fall of 2009. We tried for
Spring 09; however, there were not
enough candidates.
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We have a Fifth Day Celebration every
November to remember those
Cursillistas who have passed away.

Communications:
 We continue to have a quarterly
newsletter that is e-mailed to 30
Cursillistas and of course we have 30
distributed to the Burin Peninsula and
other copies are available at our Ultreya.
Should anyone wish to have a copy of
our
Newsletter
please
email
icroke@nf.sympatico.ca.
We have a Special Events committee
who look after any extra events ie:
Christmas Dinner and Dance, Fund
Raising, etc.
New event:
We also have a birthday celebration the
last Saturday in every month to
celebrate fellow Cursillistas birthdays
that occur during that month.
Background Information:
 Cursillo has been active in this Diocese
for 27 Yrs.
Terri Bailey
Lay Director
St. John’s Archdiocese Cursillo Movement
tbailey@nl.rogers.com

Fourth Day (Post-Cursillo)






In St. John’s we have a weekly ultreya
(20-30 people in attendance) and on the
Burin Peninsula we have Ultreya once a
month
with
(20-30
people
in
attendance).
We have a Grand Ultreya for St. John’s
and Burin in June of each year and this
year St. John’s is hosting.
We have a phone tree in place to let
fellow Cursillistas know of any prayer
requests and advise them of upcoming
events within the Movement.

CENTRAL REGION
LONDON AREA CURSILLO
The London Area Catholic Cursillo Movement
(LACCM) has had a very good year in 2009 as
the secretariat has approved a new constitution,
our teams have led two very successful
weekends, attendance at Ultreyas remains
constant and our School of Leaders continues to
draw crowds of Cursillisatas.
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The LACCM constitution draws heavily on
articles from other
successful Cursillo
movements as it outlines our goals and
objectives. It also provides guidelines for the
conduct of meetings and the duties of officers.
The ladies and mens’ weekends were both
booked to the capacity of the physical plant
where our weekends were held. Our special
thanks to the Michaelite Fathers for the use of
their facilities. The witness comments given by
the candidates were outstanding and were a
tribute to the work and dedication of the team
members. The Holy Spirit probably had a role
in this as well. Congratulations to all the new
Cursillistas. We tried an outdoor closing for the
first time in London area and it was a great
success in spite of the wind competing with the
rector for the microphone. Hopefully, we will
be able to repeat this type of closing in the
future.
Ultreyas, while well attended, are still
struggling to attract the new Cursillistas and to
involve them in active small group sharing.
New programs are being implemented for this
purpose and the success of these programs will
be evaluated over the course of the next year.
The same challenge, I suspect, is facing most
Cursillo movements – perhaps this could be a
topic for a future Canadian Conference of
Catholic Cursillos General Meeting.
The School of Leaders has continued under the
inspired leadership of the school’s rector, Mary
Ressler, and attendance at the Saturday morning
events continues to escalate. Congratulations to
all the leaders and our heartfelt thanks for all of
your efforts.
Perhaps most indicative of the health of our
movement is the succession of secretariat
members. Our slate of officers is fully booked
for 2010. Mary Lou Keyes will succeed me as
Lay Director on September 1, while Bill Ressler
will be taking over as co Lay Director. Other
Cursillisatas have agreed to fill secretariat
positions in the near future.
All in all, the London Area Catholic Cursillo
Movement is “Lookin’ Good!!!”
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Wayne Cole
Lay Director
London Area Catholic Cursillo Movement

CHATHAM/KENT
This has been a very exciting year for us here in
Chatham Kent. We were blessed to be called to
assist the Essex Cursillo Movement in
presenting their first Cursillo Weekend in
around 15 years. The weekends were held in
late October and early November of 2008 with
Rectors and Co-Rectors from the Kent
Movement and most of the team from the Essex
Movement and both weekends were a huge
success with 40 new men and women
Cursillistas. The Holy Spirit was very much in
evidence there in Amherstburg at the House of
Shalom. Back-up in the kitchen and financial
assistance was also offered by the Kent
Movement. More weekends are planned this
Fall.
The Kent Movement is thriving with large
attendance at the monthly Ultreyas which are
held in various parishes throughout the county.
A joint Ultreya with the Essex Movement is
planned for June. Ultreyas begin with Mass
followed by a program usually consisting of a
Fourth Day speaker or video. Members of
Secretariat give short reports on what is
happening in their jurisdiction to keep the
Cursillistas informed. Our lending library is
present whenever possible. This is followed by
a short social with goodies supplied by the host
Parish.
Kent Cursillo held two Weekends in 2009, the
Men’s Weekend was January 22-25 and the
Women’s Weekend was February 5-8. We
welcome 37 new Cursillistas to Kent Cursillo.
Our secretariat welcomed new members in May
with all positions filled except for the assistant
Materials. This will hopefully be in place
shortly. Secretariat meetings are held the last
Monday of every month except for July and are
very well attended. We begin with the Cursillo
Leader’s Prayer followed by a meditation and
sharing. Officer’s reports are given and the
meeting closes with prayer.
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We here in Kent Cursillo thank God for the
opportunity to share His love with others
through the Cursillo Movement.
Virginia Hoste, Lay Director
Kent Cursillo

THUNDER BAY
This past year has been one of ongoing
development and growth in the Diocese of
Thunder Bay Cursillo.
We had a very successful Grand Ultreya in Sept
’08 in Nipigon, with about 40 in attendance. Fr.
Milton McWatch and the Cursillistas from
around Nipigon were most welcoming and, as a
result, the Grand Ultreya was a blessing to all
who attended..
The Men’s and Women’s Leader Teams spent
the winter and spring preparing for the the
Cursillo Weekends in May & June 2009. Our
meetings, as always, produced much fruit and
were a joy and a privilege to attend. Due to the
lack of candidates, we had to cancel both
weekends, but that in no way diminished the
blessings and benefits of our team preparation.
Though the weekends were cancelled, we
proceeded to hold a retreat for the Leader Teams
at the beginning of May. The retreat was
facilitated by Fr. Larry Kroker SJ, and all who
attended thoroughly enjoyed the day on the
shores of Lake Superior.
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Spiritual Director Rev. Mr. Howard McEachern
Ass’t Spiritual Director Rev. Mr. Dennis
McDermott
Lay Director Randy Makarenko
Secretary Stewart Rathje
Treasurer Steve Scalzo
Pre-Cursillo Chair Giles Boisvert
3 Day Chair Suzanne Dubois
4th Day Chair Mary McLean
Palanca Chair Oliver Piccinin
Newsletter Editor Don Tribe
Randy Makarenko
Lay Director

WESTERN
EDMONTON
Blessings to all:
The Edmonton Cursillo Community continues
to journey in Faith. The Post and Pre Cursillo
continue to be a topic of discussion at our
Secretariat meetings. We are still in a learning
curve and as a Cursillo Community we strive
together to understand the importance and
dependence of the two.
January of this year we had a Cursillo reflection
day, “Listening To Soul Pain” Reflection Day:
“Listening to Soul Pain” facilitated and
organized by Joan Porter set for Jan 24 at 9:00
am. Sessions, group sharing, team buildingfinishing with gift discernment.

The continued formation of the Leader Teams
and the cancellation of the weekends led our
Secretariat to re-assess our movement in terms
of the Charism of Cursillo.

The reflection day was well received and it was
indicated that this is what we need at least a
couple of times a year.

Influenced by the talks from the CCCC 2008
Annual Conference in Kelowna, “Pre-Cursillo –
Witness to the Good News”, it is our aim to hold
what we will call a “Cursillo for Cursillistas” for
the Cursillistas in our Diocese. It is our intention
to present the talks from the 2008 Annual
Conference. It is our hope that this planned
Cursillo for Cursillistas will aid all who attend,
to walk and live the true Charism of Cursillo.
Our Secretariat this past year was:

In the Archdiocese of Edmonton, Cursillo,
among other renewal groups was asked to be
involved with the ‘Nothing More Beautiful’
process. Our involvement would be for feedback
on the process and spreading the word in our
own communities.
 What is Nothing More Beautiful?
A five-year process of reflection and spiritual
renewal in which everyone in the archdiocese
will be given an opportunity to rediscover the
25
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beauty of knowing Jesus Christ and the
treasury of our faith.
Year one is dedicated to ‘The Beauty of the
Human Person’, created by God and saved in
Jesus Christ. Between Dec.12, 2008, and the
end of May 2009, there will be four events to
help explore this theme.
1. IN THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF
GOD – Dec.12,2008.
2. THE HUMAN BODY IN GOD’S
CREATIVE DESIGN – Feb. 12, 2009
3. OUR NEW LIFE IN JESUS CHRIST –
April 30, 2009
4. TOWARDS A CULTURE OF LIFE –
May 21, 2009
From these encounters we have received, CD’s
and literature to share with Cursillistas on an
ongoing basis. Another help to get to know
Christ better and to deepen our relationship
with Him.
We have Men’s and Ladies weekends planned
for this year. The men’s was to take place May
14-17, but had to be postponed to October 29 –
November 1, 2009. The Ladies weekend is full
and scheduled to go June 18 – 21, 2009. Men
candidates seem to take longer to get there (go
figure). The Men’s Team is ready and all Rollo’s
have been critiqued. Some adjustments no
doubt will be made by the fall weekend.
Our men’s and ladies groups are meeting on a
regular basis and we continue to deepen our
relationship with each other and with Christ.
Our Ultreya’s happen each month on the last
Wednesday. Our last Ultreya for the summer
will be just after the Women’s weekend on June
24, and we will celebrate Summer with our
Annual Pot Luck Pic Nic / BBQ on July 13,
2009.
By God’s Graces and the prayers and support
of all Cursillistas everywhere, we journey closer
to Christ Jesus.
DeColores
Dennis Gelasco
Lay Director
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VANCOUVER
Goals:
 To continue spreading the good news of
God’s love to everyone, especially those
who are “far away” by following the
mission of Cursillo: make a friend, be a
friend, bring your friend to Christ.
 To learn more about the Cursillo
movement by studying in-depth the
writings of Eduardo Bonnin and the
results of the meetings at Cala Figuera.
 To continually educate cursillistas by
de-emphasizing the Weekend and
emphasizing Group Reunion, Ultreya,
and School of Leaders as the main
components of Cursillo.
Secretariat:
 With very few exceptions, Secretariat
met regularly every second Saturday of
the month, and although many times we
agreed/complained more people were
needed, still the members persevered in
their attendance and in performing their
tasks seriously.
Collectively and
individually, though, we prayed for the
Lord to send more labourers into His
vineyard in the shape of volunteers to
serve in Secretariat – and our prayers
were answered at Annual General
Meeting on March 20, 2009.
Weekends:
 We were blessed with two great
Weekends both at Our Lady of Fatima
Parish. Peggy Maas was the Rectora for
the Ladies in May 2008 at which time
we welcomed 20 new women
Cursillistas. Larry Bowen was Rector
for the Men’s in October and although
not as numerous, it was also well
attended with 7 new men receiving the
Cursillo Cross.
Later, through the
reports of Rector and Rectora in postweekend meetings and Ultreyas, we
once more appreciated and gave thanks
for the power of God at work in
people’s lives. Secretariat congratulated
both Peggy and Larry for a great job, as
well as their Front and Kitchen teams,
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and prayed for God’s blessings on them
and their loved ones.

many other things (Cursillo and private)
to attend to – and still he publishes it!

Ultreyas:
 We continue to hold Ultreyas at St.
Bernadette’s on the first and third
Fridays, and when the month has a fifth
Friday, we also have Ultreya at St.
Paul’s Mission in North Vancouver. It is
always a joy to see Cursillistas coming
to Ultreyas, many times braving the
weather which this year created havoc
in our city. Although Ultreyas are well
attended still we wish we could see
more fellow Cursillistas coming through
the doors.
 We are exploring the possibility of
having Ultreyas in other areas in the
lower mainland that would be more
accessible for people driving. We are
also trying to promote car-pooling to
Ultreyas. Ultimately we are praying a
lot while bouncing ideas.

Parties:
 Picnic: Our annual picnic took place
during the 2008 Labour Day weekend in
the grounds of St. Bernadette’s. Good
food, good fellowship.
 Christmas: Despite the bad weather we
held our potluck in the great hall at St.
Bernadette’s. It was well attended, with
many children present.

School of Leaders:
 We continue to meet on the second
Wednesday of the month. The actual
group attending is quite small but we
think it’s because of lack of information.
We are trying to make people
understand how School of Leaders is of
paramount importance in the formation
of Cursillistas, since it’s here that we
study the fundamentals of Cursillo and
Eduardo Bonnin’s intentions for the
Movement.
Fourth Day:
 Workshop:
We had a very well
attended workshop in August. The
Rollos were well presented and the
group’s interaction was animated and
instructive. We have already planned
the next one, which will take place on
June 20/09.
 Prayer Line: Has been very active and
successful. More and more we rely on it
to know about the prayer needs of our
brothers and sisters.
 Newsletter:
It is not published as
regularly as he would like it to, but Sid
Bilsky does it all by himself and has

Deceased:
 Mass for the repose of the soul of
deceased Cursillistas was celebrated by
Fr. Patrick Chisholm on November 21,
2008.
Annual General Meeting:
 Our AGM took place at St. Bernadette’s
hall on March 20, 2009 and was well
attended.
 The new elected Secretariat is formed
by: Odete Redondo, Lay Director;
Sidney Bilsky, Treasurer and Fourth
Day Newsletter Editor; Karen Morris,
Pre-Cursillo; Jude Maddalozzo, Cursillo;
Sharon and Roger LaFleche, PostCursillo; Doris Lirondelle, First Nations
Liaison; Shalin Watkins, Secretary. We
continue to be graced and inspired by
the presence of Fr. Patrick Chisholm as
Spiritual Director, and Debborah O’Shea
as our Liaison to the National.
Note: We have a new Website! Please check us
out at www.decolores.ca.
Odete Redondo
Lay Director
Archdiocese of Vancouver Cursillo Movement
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TOPIC: THE MEDITATIONS ON THE WEEKEND
How they are structured.
How they fit into the three encounters
Father Syd Mifflen, CCCC Spiritual Advisor
It was a shock to me to learn a few years ago that on some Cursillo
weekends in Canada, the meditations that make up part of the
Cursillo were not being offered. I was also aware that in some
cases the meditations were being offered on the first and second
days, but often skipped on the third day 'because we are rushed for
time.' Elsewhere, meditations were being offered, but not along the
lines or on the topics that were originally intended.
It may seem that I'm pushing my own thing to say that the
meditations constitute a very important part of the weekend, but I
believe that you will find that most Cursillistas will agree with me.
This is not to say that they are more, or less, important than the lay
rollos or the other spiritual rollos; rather, they have their own
purpose in helping to provide a context for all the rollos.
The weekend involves three Encounters: with self, with Christ,
with others. Each encounter provides the context for one of the
three days. In each case, one or more meditations lay(s) the
spiritual groundwork for the rollos that are presented.

MATTERS
SPIRITUAL
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The first three meditations, Know Yourself, The Prodigal Son, and The
Three Glances of Christ precede the rollos of the first day. They
constitute the 'retreat' that begins the weekend. Their purpose is to
have each candidate look closely at himself/herself as a human
being, as a sinner in need of forgiveness, and as one whom Christ
seeks. The emphasis is not on the state of being a sinner, but rather
on the Father's desire to forgive and Christ's openness to the one
who might follow him. In the meditation on the Prodigal Son,
attention is paid not only to the Prodigal, but also to the elder son,
with whom some candidates may sympathize. He has remained
physically close to his father, but fails to see the depth of his father's
love for him. It is as if he sees his father as one who owes him a
debt of gratitude, rather than one with whom he enjoys a free
exchange of love. The father tries to help him see the difference.
All three meditations are meant to dispose the candidate to be
positively open to the rollos of the first day. These rollos are meant
to help the candidate see himself/herself as a human being who is
being offered the opportunity to live on a higher level (that of
grace) and to develop a habit of piety appropriate for life at this
higher level. Freedom to respond to that offer is emphasized.
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The next meditation, The Figure of Christ, opens
the candidate to an encounter with Jesus Christ
Himself. It attempts to describe Christ as He is
seen in the events depicted in the Gospels – the
One who loves each person with human and
divine love and invites each person to follow
Him. The candidate will learn to meet Christ in
the Scriptures and other books, persons and
events; he/she will learn to meet Christ in the
Sacraments; and having learned these things,
will see that Christ calls him/her to act as a
follower of Christ and to lead others to such
action.
In the last meditation, The Message of Christ to
the Cursillista, the candidate prepares to focus
on the Encounter with Others, and begins
his/her preparation for living as a Christian
after the weekend. The rollos of the Third Day
will point out that it is in the Post-Cursillo
where he/she will live with others who may or
may not be Christian in their outlook or their
behaviour, and will bring to this environment
the conviction that he/she has developed on the
weekend. This will require great inner strength
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which is difficult to sustain if one acts alone. For
this reason, the candidate will be encouraged to
use the means to personal sanctification,
including prayer, the Sacraments and spiritual
direction, and will be introduced to the means
that Cursillo provides, living in friendship
through Group Reunion and Ultreya, that gives
Cursillistas security in their attempts to live the
life of grace. The meditation emphasizes that
'Christ is counting on you,' that is, on the
Cursillista, to continue His mission in the world.
Having been offered the 'life of grace,' the
Cursillista is challenged to live that life in an
ever more intense fashion, always remembering
that Christ is at his/her side and the Holy Spirit
is there as well to inspire and strengthen
him/her.
Without the meditations, the candidate would
miss much of the 'why' of the rollos, the
connection between how one is expected to live
as a Christian and why he/she should want to
do so.

CCCC plans to offer the Cursillo of Cursillos in
the months and years to come in the different
regions beginning this fall in the Atlantic.

Q. Will there be a booklet produced as in other
years containing the rollos from the Cursillo of
Cursillos?

A.

The rollos from the Cursillo of Cursillos
will not be published in booklet form. Not all of
the rollos that were given have full written text
as some of the rollistas gave their rollos from a
point form outline. To publish only an outline
would be incomprehensible and as such might
tend to dissuade a person from attending a
Cursillo of Cursillos in the future or may tend to
be confusing.

A very important part of the dynamic of the
Cursillo of Cursillos, in addition to the rollos, is
the discussion that takes place in the table
groups, during the breaks, and especially during
the large group meetings where the rollistas are
available to clarify anything that was not clear
and to bring forward any points that may need
further explanation. This cannot happen just by
reading a rollo.
If anyone who attended the C of C has questions
arising from what they heard please do not
hesitate to contact the Resource Centre or any
one of the Officers.
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Continued from page 19

I see him with his happy face as one of the
brightest beacons of my life and I do not
exaggerate when I say that hardly a day goes by
that I don't thank God for having given him to
m brightest beacons of my life and I do not
exaggerate when I say that hardly a day goes by
that I don't thank God for having given him to
me.
So.....it sounds as if I am coping well all on my
own, doesn't it? Well, I always thought that I
WAS doing that and in the best way I could. I
had an intrinsic strength. If I could still manage
to sing happily and feel safe and secure in my
family setting, wasn't that everything? I did a
pretty good job. But I began to feel restlessness
in me and it grew and seemed to culminate with
the event of a car accident that took the lives of 2
young children close to where I live. Also, I
knew some of the extended family of one of
those children. I was SAD, RESENTFUL and
ANGRY.....with God.
I either doubted his
existence or saw him as a far-off entity--someone completely on the 'outside' of our
world. He gives, he takes away and checks in
with us once in a while to dole out what we
deserve. I still don't understand his plan (like
everyone else) but I am viewing him in a
different way.
During that intense 3-day

weekend I became aware that God knows me
personally--truly knows me. He is always there
and always aware, of my joys and of my
sorrows. Through him, I am able to open my
mind to appreciate the music and open my heart
to love the people with whom I come into
contact. He has given me the ability to tolerate
and to have patience in this life I live. He has
put truly caring people on this earth. I don't
think I ever really thought that other people
could genuinely care and to the extent that I
witnessed at the Cursillo. My weekend showed
me that I was wrong in thinking otherwise. I
have to trust God and my real friends. I know I
have to ACTIVELY let God in more. One way to
do that is to make a confession and after 35
years, I did just that. I won't let another 35 years
go by.
I have no scripture reading for today but, in
light of my talk, I thought I'd play a song from a
cd by 4/4 the Lord. This cd materialized as a
result of the 4 musicians who were on Cursillo.
It is a l'Arche hymn and speaks clearly to us,
encouraging us to begin a journey and not to
falter-knowing that footprints show that we are
not travelling alone.
De Colores

The prayer chapel at the Cursillo of Cursillos
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