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"The Cursillo, in its full
length version, in its
full capacity, has not
yet made its debut,
and the reason is
simply because the
Gospel in everyday life,
the dynamics of the
prayer “Our Father”
and the "Beatitudes”
haven’t made their
debut yet either".
Eduardo Bonnin
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OFFICERS’ CORNER
I am Bernie Reilander and lived my Cursillo
weekend in October 1980 in the archdiocese of
Ottawa. During the 32 years that I have been
living my Fourth Day, I have been very
conscious of the great gift Cursillo has been in
my life and so from the very beginning I have
embraced the Method, shared weekly my walk
with friends in group reunion and ultreya and
served my Cursillo community whenever and
wherever needed. It was been a beautiful walk,
not always easy, but always filled with
blessings of infinite variety.

sharing my walk and the work ahead with
them.
Working with the national officers, priests and
resource person has been made even more
exceptional under the wise and patient
guidance of chairperson, George Henry who,
by serving additional terms in this capacity,
brought even more stability, direction and
sense of purpose to the work being done. Truly
a ‘wise one’, he went beyond the mere chairing
of meetings to provide real leadership, always
with a keen sense for looking ahead to all the
possibilities. A true friend to the group and to
Cursillistas everywhere, George will be missed.
As I try to continue the momentum set by
George’s great example as chairperson ‘par
excellence’, I will consider that I have done well
as the new chairperson to maintain any of the
insights that George has provided over these
next two years. Who knows, maybe with your
prayers I too might have a flash of inspiration
or even wisdom during my term in service to
the Canadian Cursillo Movement.

My introduction to Cursillo beyond my own
diocese, and more importantly to Cursillistas
from across Canada, came at the national
conference in Kitchener, Ontario, in 1992,
where I met and listened to a humble, little man
from Mallorca share his vision of the Cursillo
‘which had yet to be tried anywhere in the
world’. This certainly got my attention and
began for me an amazing journey to a deeper
understanding of this gift and to becoming
more effective in spreading its message and
method – a journey that the CCCC had already
begun on behalf of Canada. Since then my
‘study’ has led me to various national and
international conferences and to friendships
with Cursillistas everywhere, especially those
serving Canadian Cursillo interests.

de colores!
Bernie

A FAREWELL, THANKS FOR
THE MEMORIES

A recent blessing of great significance to me has
come in serving the Cursillistas of Canada as
part of the national officers group for the past
two years. Always interested in working with
the best and most authentic resources available,
I was drawn to the work of the CCCC and was
honoured to be asked to be part of their efforts
in a direct way. Working with this group of
incredibly dedicated and talented ‘persons’ has
enhanced my appreciation of the extensive
volume of work that has already been done and
the long list of projects still to come. These
special friends live the charism and I know that
I am forever blessed for knowing them and

George Henry
In 2011 I concluded my term as CCCC’s Officer
to the Atlantic and Arlene van Diepen from ‘the
garden of the gulf’ replaced me. At the request
of the Officers Group (OG), I continued on as
the CCCC’s chair to allow sufficient time and
‘running in’ for the new OG to become
acquainted with their role and the raison d'etre
of the CCCC.
The ending of the 2012 London conference was
also the end of my CCCC journey which had
3
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begun in 2005 in Windsor, Ontario, with my
commissioning as an Officer by Fr. Gaston
Rioux. I replaced Sylvia MacKinnon, a fellow
Cape Bretoner, who had been the Atlantic
Officer and CCCC Chair. She was and
continues to be a wonderful influence and a
true friend and she was very supportive and
helpful during my transition period from the
Past Chair of the Atlantic Catholic Cursillo
Conference (ACCC) to the CCCC Officer to the
Atlantic.

talk; we need to pray and we need to be still
and listen to the Holy Spirit. He can give life to
dry bones and stir up the spirit of renewal even
in the most unlikely places. Let Him be our
guide and our strength.
Is it a plan of action? We don’t need someone
else’s plan for our movement; we need to study
the Charism of the Cursillo and the movement
and method it engendered and examine our
own lives and our Cursillo movements in the
light of what should be. We need to study the
founder who received the Charism and we
need to study what he studied and what he and
others who are the ‘wise ones’ have written. We
also need to realize that everything needed to
grow a vibrant, authentic Cursillo movement
already exists.

The 2005 Windsor Conference began a
wonderful collaboration and friendship with
Sheelagh Winston, one of the most
knowledgeable persons with regard to the
Cursillo that I have ever met. She made my
tenure as an Officer a truly rich and growthfilled experience and I thank God for her
service to the Officers Group and to the
Canadian and to the International Cursillo
movements. She, along with Carlos Muñoz,
Debborah O’Shea, Nancy Bath, Marg Weber,
John Schlosser, Bernie Reilander, Arlene van
Diepen, Fr. Gaston Rioux, Fr. Syd Mifflen
(Antigonish), and Fr. Patrick O’Meara have
enriched my life and helped me on my journey
of becoming fully human and fully alive.

Cursillo is the Gospel lived out in the normalcy
of everyday life. It is what Jesus did and He
told us that we would do even greater thing
because He was sending the Holy Spirit to
continue the lessons He had begun. In Matthew
5 he teaches his disciples the beatitudes and the
lesson about salt and light. After this he says
something that we need to take to heart. He
says: “Do not think that I have come to abolish
the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to
abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly I tell
you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the
smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will
by any means disappear from the Law until
everything is accomplished. 19 Therefore anyone
who sets aside one of the least of these
commands and teaches others accordingly will
be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but
whoever practices and teaches these commands
will be called great in the kingdom of
heaven. 20 For I tell you that unless your
righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees
and the teachers of the law, you will certainly
not enter the kingdom of heaven.”

I’ve been offered this space in Fully Alive to
present a farewell and I’d like to share with the
reader what I said in London in my Job Ahead
presentation.
I had been asked to give the final presentation
of the 2012 conference and it was called simply
The Job Ahead.
The Job Ahead is an interesting title, but what
am I expected to accomplish in it? What is the
job ahead? Is it a pep talk, encouraging us to go
back to our movements and become the change
that we want to see in those movements? Is it a
laying out of a plan of action that the CCCC
wants us to study with the view to
implementing some or all of it in our
movements? Is it a time to reminisce about
where we’ve been and where the future might
take us?

The Cursillo falls under that same law because
it is a gift of the Holy Spirit. It was given as a
form of renewal to bring back those who have
wandered away and to befriend those who had
not heard the Good News. Eduardo Bonnín
gave his life to the Cursillo whose Charism, that
gift from the Holy Spirit, can be summed up by
saying that I share the best news which is that God

Upon reflection I can honestly say that it is
decidedly not a pep talk. We don’t need a pep
4
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loves me with the best that is in everyone I meet by
the best means which is Christian friendship. He
and those whom God gave him to help with
this great work studied and prayed and shared
and explored and prayed again and what
gradually emerged was a method to
accomplish this great purpose. Bonnín said
that, “I sincerely believe that one of the greatest
assets that I possess is the knowledge of what
the real Cursillos in Christianity consist of, as
well as the Movement engendered by them.
And I know by proven experience that when
each piece that makes it up: pre-Cursillo, threeday weekend and post-Cursillo - fulfills its
purpose, it responds with clockwork precision
to its aim, which is no other than to try and get
the Good News of the Gospel to reach as many
people as possible, and preferably the most
remote from the Church and Christ (“The
faraway”).

you may find some things that may help in
your own journey of faith.
Prior to my service on the Officers Group I had
some experience in my local Cursillo
community at the secretariat level and was Lay
Director. I also spent six years on the executive
of the Atlantic Catholic Cursillo Council, two of
those as its chair. Being invited to join the
national Officers Group was an honour and
was very humbling. I wasn’t sure if I had
anything to offer but I was sure that I had a lot
to learn.
When I came to the national secretariat, I had
only a vague idea of what lay in store. Fr.
Gaston Rioux advised me to listen for the first
year and get my bearings before I ‘jumped into’
the midst of things. Fortunately, I remembered
Lincoln’s good advice about it being better to
remain silent and be thought a fool than to speak out
and remove all doubt. Unfortunately, I heeded the
advice of neither Fr. Rioux nor Abraham
Lincoln. I was use to expressing my opinion,
frequently without a lot of thought beforehand.
I shot from the lip and often with a sarcastic
edge. If challenged I could become very
stubborn and quick to go on the attack. I did
not always heed the wisdom contained in the
precept: Be sure the brain is engaged before putting
the mouth into gear. Consequently, my first year
was marked by a number of blunders and
missteps and errors in judgement that may
have hurt the very people who were trying so
lovingly to help ease my adjustment to life as
an Officer to the CCCC.

We don’t need to re-invent or to remodel or to
modernize Cursillo; we need to live it so that it
becomes our way of life and not just another
activity in the crowded calendar of life. We
need leaders who think, who have decided to
live the Gospel and who want to make that
option available to anyone else who desires to
do likewise. We need to work in tandem not in
isolation. We need to be open to the Holy Spirit
who will guide us in right judgment. We need
to have the courage to look honestly at what we
are doing in our movements in the light of our
study of the authentic Cursillo and we need to
have the humility to admit that even though we
have weekends, we do not yet have the
mentality.

The Cursillo has helped me to begin to change
that, though I still have times when my gut
reaction reflex gets past my good sense and
explodes upon my innocent listeners. One of
the greatest and most important lessons that
my service to the Cursillo community has
taught me is to listen, really listen. It may seem
like a simple thing to do and something that
should not be all that difficult to accomplish
but it was not easy for me. It is not simply
listening to others; it is listening to God. It is
learning to be still and to be silent. It is listening
to self at the deepest level and it is listening to
others, not just hearing their words but also
understanding their motivations.

Is the job ahead a time to reminisce? Yes, if it
sheds some light on the road ahead.
A good friend and mentor of mine, Sister
Valerie Owens, often said that God can never
be outdone in generosity and she is so right.
Being a part of the national secretariat has been
a marvellous experience, a gift from God. It has
given so much more to me than I have given to
it. With your indulgence I’d like to take a brief
moment or two and speak about that
experience because it has changed the way I
approach life. Perhaps in this short presentation
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I wasn’t invited to join the Officers Group
because of my accomplishments; I was invited
because I had a love for the Cursillo, was
struggling to live it in my everyday life, and
hungered to know more. I wasn’t selected to
serve as an Officer because I know everything
about the Cursillo; I was selected because I
must have demonstrated the ‘washing of the
feet’ mentality. I know that the Cursillo is a gift
from God and I have chosen it or it has chosen
me as my way to become fully whom God
intended me to be. I have learned that wise
stewards are in tune with their master and
cooperate
in
accomplishing what He
purposes.
The Officers Group is a
Group
Reunion,
an
Ultreya, and a School of
Leaders. Our primary
purpose is to study and
to share the fruits of that
study
through
the
national conference, our
resource publication and
other
published
materials,
though
workshops
and
presentations,
and
through
personal
contact.

new ideas. We need to set aside what we think
we know and hear again the lessons that the
Cursillo teaches. By doing this we can learn
from each other’s journey and study. We begin
to see that Eduardo was correct in saying that
Cursillo in many areas has yet to be lived as it
is meant to be lived. It has yet to grow from a
weekend movement to a personal mentality.
Every person who chooses to live the Cursillos
must have its mentality which is the mentality
which Christ’s life exemplifies. The only way to
shape such a mentality is through a life of
prayer, study, and action—the tripod that fuels
our
encounters
with self, God,
and others.

Plan now for the
2013 CCCC Conference,
Hosted by

The
Officers
Group is a core
group who have
decided to put on
the Cursillistas of Cape Breton
the mind and
heart of Christ and
to act out of that
mentality.
This
means that each
participant must
be free to explore
and to share, in
th
st
their own time
and in their own
way, the fruits of
that exploration.
Watch this space and the CCCC
Because we come from
We don’t want
different parts of the
Officers to simply
website for updates
country each of us brings
accept the status
to
the
group
a
quo; we want
perspective
of
the
them
to
Cursillo that has been
understand
the
shaped
and
developed
through
our
‘why’ of everything that we do. This involves
involvement in our own local and regional
more than simply showing up for meetings. It
movements. Though our sharing and
involves enthusiasm, dedication, and a spirit of
discussions as Officers we soon come to realize
love—those three spiritual virtues asked of
that what we understand about the Cursillo is
each of us on the first night of our own threenot all that there is to know about it. Sharing
day Cursillo. We invite and encourage officers,
our knowledge and sometimes our ignorance is
advisors, and support staff to ‘think out loud’ at
like ploughing a field, turning up the soil,
all of our meetings and we listen, we really
preparing it to receive seeds that will grow and
listen because that is the only way we can help
produce a rich harvest. If we come to the
each other to learn. We encourage risk taking so
Officers Group thinking that our understanding
that members can share ideas or suggestions
of the Cursillo in the Holy Grail that everyone
without fear of being ridiculed or being
needs to possess, we will not have room for

at
Cape Breton University,
Sydney, Nova Scotia,
July 18
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dismissed as irrelevant. We respect the dignity
of each and every member.

What is true of the national core group needs
also to be true for all other core groups that are
facilitating the growth and development of
their movements and of the Cursillistas within
those movements. Every committed Cursillista
should have the opportunity for input into the
discussions and the planning of this core group.
It should never be about personalities and it
should never be about being in charge.
Although I have chaired the national secretariat
for several years, I was never in charge; I was
always one among equals. You cannot build
consensus unless every participant is free to be
fully and genuinely what God’s grace allows
them to be. Cursillo is not about someone or
some group being in charge and calling the
shots; it’s about a person, who, through the
lived conversion of another, awakens to the
knowledge that God loves him or her. It’s about
the person realizing that the happiness for
which he or she was searching was actually
God. It is about the person finding through
friendship a means of living that conversion
every day of his or her life.

Sometimes in the cut and thrust of debate we
are quite forceful in the presentation of our
viewpoints and ideas. Things get tense; feelings
get hurt; people get uncomfortable. At such
times we call a break or go for a meal or go to
mass or agree to continue the discussion at a
later date. We let passions cool and calmer
heads prevail so that we can continue the
discussion. We don’t shy away from something
simple because it is difficult or unpleasant. We
pray and always speak with kindness, and we
don’t rush to a decision. We are also amenable
to changing our minds when someone presents
compelling evidence that shows us that we
need to re-think our position. We eschew
compromise as a solution; favouring instead
consensus building. Like the Marine Corps we
don’t leave anyone behind. We would rather
continue the dialogue. We are not there to agree
with each other or to set policy for the
Canadian movement. We are not there to tell
affiliated movement what they can or cannot
do. We are there as disciples, learning the
fundamental and passing on what we have
learned to anyone who expresses an interest.
We want them to understand why we as a
national secretariat have chosen the Mallorcan
movement as our mentor and guide. We want
them to understand the ‘why’ of the Cursillo.
We don’t want them to settle for the less, an
incomplete understanding of the Cursillo; we
want them to opt for the more, a functioning
and authentic School of Leaders guiding their
movement by engaging all Cursillistas who
express a desire to do so in sessions where they
can grow deeper in their understanding of the
Cursillo so that they can live life as a perennial
Cursillo.

On Mount Sinai God the Father gave Moses the
Ten Commandments which helped us to know
when we had sinned. These 10 Commandments
were summed up in the New Testament at
Matthew 22, when Jesus was confronted by the
religious "experts" of the day:
"Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the
Law?" Jesus replied: " 'Love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind.' This is the first and greatest
commandment. And the second is like it: 'Love your
neighbour as yourself.' All the Law and the Prophets
hang on these two commandments" (Matthew
22:36-40).
A reflective reading of Christ's teaching reveals
that the first three commandments given to the
children of Israel are contained in the
statement: "Love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind." It continues that the last seven
commandments are enclosed in the statement:
"Love your neighbour as yourself."

The national secretariat is not a place where
decisions are made and policy enacted. It is a
place where understandings are forged in an
atmosphere of friendship. It is a place where
the participants long to be because they have
found a Group Reunion that supports, affirms,
and challenges them to become all that God
wants them to be.

Self, God, and others: that’s what Cursillo is all
about. If we are to pass on to others the genuine
7
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Cursillo that we ourselves are living, then we
need to make prayer and study the necessary
pre-requisites to any action that we take or
suggest. We need to become good stewards
who live as the Good News and whose lived
conversion draws others to their own encounter
with God.
Ultreya! George.

At left, George commissions Malcolm Marchant at
the CCCC Conference in Antigonish, 2010

ESSAY
“ESSAY” is a column, in which the talks and reflections from Cursillo leaders around the country (and abroad) can be shared
with the larger audience. Hopefully these ‘essays’ will provide the basis for further discussion. If anyone cares to respond, please
feel free to send your commentary to Fully Alive. While these essays are subject to editing for space, clarity and subject, they do
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the CCCC.

CCCC is often questioned as to why we repeatedly revisit some questions concerning the Cursillo movement and the
Charism which brought it to life. Just as it is impossible to say at any time that one fully understands the Gospel, the
same is true of the mentality, essence and purpose of the movement. We can never reach the end of understanding.
Living it; each day, each hour, brings a new revelation The reason CCCC revisits what might seem like tired topics
is because we are doing what our Founder has asked us to do. If the need to revisit old questions were not necessary,
the quote on the front of this issue and summarized below would be redundant. CCCC is convinced that the topics of
the Conversations of Cala Figuera are vital to reaching that necessary understanding.

THE CONVERSATIONS OF CALA
FIGUERA

changed by perhaps well meaning, though
somewhat misguided leaders everywhere They
realized that the Charism as it was given, was
in danger of being lost. Eduardo was and the
Mallorcan leaders are, deeply committed to the
Charism, as it was given, because they know,
that only by staying true to its intended
purpose will it continue to flourish and achieve
the goal for which it was given. This is true of
any charism, not just that of Cursillo. Eduardo
did not claim to ‘own’ the Charism, he was the
first to point out that it came from the Holy
Spirit, and the Holy Spirit is the true founder of
our movement.

Why Are They Important
Sheelagh Winston
“CURSILLO HAS YET TO BE
ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD”.

TRIED

This is the conclusion to which Eduardo Bonnin
and the Mallorcan leaders came after he began
to travel outside of Mallorca on a regular basis.
They began to realize, that although the
movement had spread across five continents, as
it has travelled it has been adapted and

8
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converse, to empty ourselves, to share in common all
that each one has inside. Therefore, to converse is not
to teach but neither is it to hide our talents. Nobody,
I believe, can come to these Conversations with the
notion that he or she possesses the truth, coming to
us to teach the others. I believe that we all have
discovered the enthusiasm of being Christian and,
therefore, we can contribute many things. But here
our mission is not teaching, of being teachers, but
neither is it the opposite, hiding the talents that the
Lord has desired to give to each one of us, and
therefore we must not have a complex of being shy,
not wanting to contribute. Those who have a
teacher’s complex, it will be removed because there is
only one Teacher, and the Lord will also remove any
complex of shyness or inferiority because we all are
same and, thanks to God, we are also all different.
And, we want to converse on topics that are in the
Foundational Charism of the Cursillo, for that
reason the Conversations are called of Cala Figuera,
remembering that first Cursillo of all, and they take
place exactly on the fiftieth anniversary of that
event.”

As we have heard, charisms are given to build
up the community, the Kingdom of God, not to
bring accolades to the ones who receive them.
Although a charism can and should be
developed, they are given once, in a certain
place and time, not over and over again, as
some are now seeming to propose. A charism
cannot be handed on or inherited but the fruit
of a charism is what those who accept its
essence and purpose strive to live. It is a fact,
that most of the great religious orders have
found it necessary, at some point in their
history, to go back to their origins, to rediscover
the thinking of their founder in order to reclaim
their foundational charism. In most instances
this happens years or centuries after the
founder is dead. In Cursillo, we were fortunate
when we began because our founder was still
with us and we had relatively easy access to
him and to his ideas. As those of you who have
met him know, Eduardo was the most humble
of men and never imposed his opinions.
However, if he ever was invited to join the
debate, and he often wasn’t, or to answer a
question, one had better be prepared for his
answers. He frequently quoted Ellermeier who
said; “A thing can never be properly
understood until a light is shone on its
beginnings”.

Those who were invited to this event were not
necessarily those who held positions in their
various Cursillo Movements around the world
but rather, individuals whom Eduardo had met
on his travels, those who had shown that they
had a deep interest in understanding the
original Charism and whom the Mallorcans felt
would be willing to work to implement the
mentality of Cursillo as it had been intended in
the beginning. Of course, many Mallorcans
were part of the gathering and what made a
huge impression on us was the number of
really young people present, some still in their
teens. They brought a life and vitality to all the
proceedings very typical of their youth.

This then, is what prompted Eduardo and the
Mallorcan leaders to host the gathering in 1994,
which they called the I Conversations of Cala
Figuera.
Just what are these Conversations that are the
basis of our conference and what do they mean
to the Canadian movement?
Most of you probably know that Cala Figuera is
the name of the small fishing village where the
very first Cursillo was held in 1944 and there
was a specific reason for calling the gathering
Conversations. I won’t use my words to explain
this but those of Francisco Forteza, who gave
the opening talk of introduction. He said:

The presentations were given by various
leaders, clerical and lay, from around the world
and four from Mallorca. We were placed into
groups, for the most part linguistic, with
Mallorcan leaders in each group. After each
presentation the groups gathered for discussion
and reflection. At various times the whole
group gathered for a plenary where the
combined reflections of the groups were
summarized.

“We want, in these Conversations to do what their
name indicates: to converse. I believe that means to
pour together into a common interior bowl what
each one of us really is, sharing their truth and their
life. It is important that we reach that place, to
9
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There were ten topics presented at the I
Conversations, ten vitally important concepts
or themes that at first glance may not seem to
have much to do with Cursillo, but which they
felt were so important that they chose them
above all others to try to respond to what they
saw as the danger that we have already spoken
about; that although the Cursillo Movement
was spreading around the world, in their
estimation the true Charism was being lost.

I had been involved in the Cursillo since soon
after I lived my weekend. Not that my weekend
made a huge impression on me but because
somehow, as I began to try to process what I
was beginning to understand, I knew that we
were misunderstanding its mentality, if in fact
we even knew that it had a mentality. I didn’t
explain it to myself in these terms but
something resonated deep within me that
convinced me that the Cursillo echoed the
lessons of my Methodist upbringing where I
had known Jesus as alive, personal and close to
me. Becoming a Catholic in my early twenties
had removed Jesus and placed Him behind
tabernacle doors and communion rails.

The ten topics presented were the Person,
Liberty, Friendship, Love, Sincerity, Conviction,
Normality, Criterion, Life and Joy. No doubt
many of you who have begun to study them
have had a similar initial reaction to our own.

One of the topics at the I Conversations was
‘The Person’. As I listened and as I later
thought about and reflected on what Franciso
Forteza had shared on just who and what a
Person is in the eyes of God, I had something of
a revelation. I suddenly realized that in the
midst of my busy life as wife and mother of
five, I had forgotten myself. I had an epiphany
when I realized that I am a Person too.

We had gone to the Conversations expecting to
hear presentations on familiar things like pre
and post Cursillo, sponsoring, etc. We expected
to hear all about the ‘How’ of Cursillo. Instead
we began to hear about the ‘Why’. The
Mallorcan leaders were wise enough to know
that their proposed topics would be somewhat
unexpected but as Forteza said; “These topics are
not about the method or the organization or the
theology. We want to present the thinking, the ideas,
that are at the heart of the Charism. It is important
that we know how to recover the sense of knowing
how to think, to dare to think and to know how to
communicate what we are thinking. To make that
effort and to make it together is something that is
needed in Cursillo”. And as Eduardo said so
often: “The Cursillo needs Leaders who think!”

At the time of the I Conversations I was
chairperson of CCCC so I felt a great
responsibility to try to grasp the importance of
the message that we had heard and to bring it
to the Canadian Cursillistas; I had also seen
lived, what my heart had always told me was
true. That the Gospel is for the here and now,
Jesus is as alive to the Mallorcan Cursillistas as
he ever was while he walked the earth. They
really know Him as friend and live their daily
lives convinced of this truth. As I said, I don’t
speak Spanish so in order to understand the
message that we had been given I embarked
upon the laborious process of helping with the
work of translating them into an English that
was understandable. Although laborious, there
is no better way to get to the heart of someone
else’s ideas.

I cannot pretend that by the end of the
Conversations we were very much wiser than
when we began but from my own experience,
all I can say is, it was one of those moments in
time that become pivotal. I don’t speak any
Spanish and the simultaneous translation
provided left much to be desired. In fact at one
point, I became so frustrated that I just
removed the earphones thinking to myself, “If
God wants me to get something out of this He
doesn’t need my ears to get it to me”. I didn’t
understand the words but somehow, my heart
received the message. These I Conversations in
fact made such a profound impact on me that in
retrospect, I can honestly say that they changed
my life.

As we worked we asked ourselves; “Why did
Eduardo and the Mallorcan leaders choose
these
particular
ten
topics
for
the
conversations?” We found our answer in the
words of Jesus Valls, a young man who at the
time was only 23. He said: “I would like to note to
what extent the topics that we are presenting in
10
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these conversations have been chosen unequivocally,
because for me, they form the skeleton on which a
person bases his integrity. THIS IS SO TRUE
THAT I ATTRIBUTE MUCH OF THE SUCCESS
OF THE CURSILLO MOVEMENT TO THE
FACT THAT THOSE WHO STARTED THE
MOVEMENT 50 YEARS AGO TRIED TO
LEARN THESE THEMES AND MAKE THEM
LIVE. ”

us will come close to living what is
Fundamental to being Christian and the well
known Cursillo phrase, “To live with our whole
lives directed towards God”. If we think that
this means living in the church and spending
our lives on our knees, nothing could be further
from the truth.

There we had it. These were the topics that
Eduardo and his young friends studied at the
very beginning. It seemed only logical to us
then to study them ourselves at the national
level and to then share the fruit of that study
with the Canadian Cursillistas”.

To understand this all we must do is to reflect
on the life of Jesus as we read it in the Gospels.
As I said, these ten topics are inherent in the
Gospel and if we study the Gospel stories we
will find each one of the topics like an
unbroken thread woven into each of the
parables. Think of the Woman at the Well, how
did Jesus treat her? He respected her as a
Person, spoke to her in Friendship about Life,
she recognized His Sincerity, His Conviction
and it became her own; she realized how her
own
Criterion
or
values
had
been
compromised. Without judgement, Jesus
reflected back to her the reality of her life so she
came to see for herself, how in Liberty she had
made certain choices, some not so good, and
instead of preaching to her He showed her in
Love that her life could be different, and yet it
would still be her life in all its Normality and
she returned to it in Joy.

So why are they so important?

As we began to share the fruit of our work we
realized that it is not enough to read documents
and texts about Cursillo and believe that we
have the answers, not even when they are
written by Eduardo, in the same way that it is
not enough to read the Gospel once and believe
that we know Jesus. The truths of the Charism
are revealed over and over and even now, after
all the years of study, we are still learning. It’s
as if the more we discover, the more we realize
that we have only just scratched the surface and
there is a lifetime of reflection and study ahead
of us. What has been of great benefit to us is, in
spite of the laboriousness of it, is that as we
have worked on the translations, because none
of us engaged in the work is fluent in both
Spanish and English, we have had to spend
long hours trying to find the right words. The
essence of Cursillo is not so cut and dried that
we can simply translate words, these are ideas
that must be translated and sometimes we need
to find analogies to fit our reality in Canada. In
this we have been blessed to have leaders from
Mallorca to help us. Sometimes we have gone
to Mallorca and spent hours with them, trying
to find just the right words to express the ideas
while remaining faithful to the message.

This is why they are important, they are the
heart of the Gospel so what we must do is ask
ourselves, “Why are they meaningful; do I as
an individual understand them; do I see the
need to continue to study them and do I really
believe that they are an integral part of our
whole method? If so, we must join up the dots,
make the connection, so that they each become
a part of the whole.
In a nutshell, the Charism of the Cursillo, the
gift of Cursillo to the Church, is the method of
bringing the Good News that God loves us,
down to earth, making it an absolute reality in
the lives of ordinary people, bringing God out
of the tabernacle and into the marketplace or as
Eduardo puts it; “Bringing the Good News by
the best means possible, through friendship to
the best that is in each person”.

Again at first glance, these topics seem, for the
most part, to be so familiar that to study them
may seem a little redundant. But over the years,
we in Canada have come to see that these ten
topics or concepts are inherent in the Gospel,
they are what Jesus spoke about; without
understanding and living them fully, none of
11
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If this is true then how vital it must be to
understand Love and Friendship and what a
Person is, how they act and react, their dignity
as human beings. How important to us, are,
Sincerity and Conviction, allowing the Gospel
to become our Criterion in the Normality of our
lives bringing Life, Liberty and eventual Joy.
These ten topics must be at the heart of all that
we do, in the pre-Cursillo, how we deal with
the candidates, how we act and react with them
and with each other in the post-Cursillo of
Ultreya and Schools of Leaders. They are the
heart of the Charism and therefore the heart of
our Movement.

We in Canada are trying to build a Movement
that is based on the Foundational Charism,
everywhere that Cursillos take place. Where
there are answers to the “WHY” and not
questions and responses that simply ask and
say “HOW”. We have all the information we
need, we have the Gospel, we have the writings
of our Founder, we have the capacity to think,
to comprehend to act and to persevere.
Those first few disciples that Jesus left who
became the Apostles were a motley crew, a rag
tag bunch of unknown men. They were, as we
are, not learned or particularly skilled .. But
what they had was a dream in their hearts and
fire in their bellies and it was this dream, this
fire, that lead them through the world,
spreading the Gospel of Good News wherever
they went.

Cursillo does not call us into the church,
Cursillo calls us to be Church in the world for
that is the particular domain of the laity. ‘Bloom
Where You Are Planted’, means exactly that. Be
the very best of what you already are,
bricklayer, mother, computer whiz, banker or
priest. To be the Gospel in the marketplace or
the Normality of our everyday lives. And then
there is Joy. Genuine Joy is a gift from God. It
isn’t the manufactured fleeting happiness or
levity that sometimes passes for Joy; it is
something that comes welling up from deep
inside when we recognize God in the ordinary
and commonplace events of our lives and we
realize, we are not alone.

We often hear that the Cursillo that we speak of
is based on another time, another place. That it
comes from the Spain of the 40’s and this is a
new century. We need to make it relevant to
today’s world. What isn’t relevant? How can
the knowledge that God loves us be made more
relevant? It was a fact at the dawn of time and
it will still be a fact in the fullness of eternity.
We are those disciples that Jesus left, we are
following in their footsteps, and their Gospel is
our Gospel, as relevant today as it was when
the words were first spoken. This is where we
are going, back to the origins, back to our own
future.

This is a very brief look at the ten topics of the
First Conversations of Cala Figuera. I can
promise you, that studying them in the light of
Cursillo will bring you to a new and deeper
understanding of what we are trying to do and
why. In addition and not surprisingly, it is easy
to see that these topics are woven through each
of the outlines of the weekend rollos (talks) that
Canada has translated from the Mallorca
outlines and which are now bringing a new
vitality and depth to those movements who are
using them.

We also hear comments about all the changes.
In actual fact, Cursillo was already changed
when it came to Canada. As Cursillo moved out
of Mallorca others took charge and not
understanding, made changes so that today in
some places there are mixed cursillos, two day
cursillos, cursillos for youth, cursillos for
different professions and on and on. The
biggest change came as the clergy recognized
the value of the method and began to use the
Cursillo for their pastoral projects. Those of us
who were around in the 70s and 80s were told
that its purpose was to form leaders for the
institutional church. Never! It was never that! It
has always been to take the Good News that
God loves us to those in our environments,
especially the Far Away. To whom did Jesus go

The II Conversations took place in 2002 and
again people from around the world were
invited to gather together to converse. At this
event there was much discussion on the
Foundational Charism and again there were
some important topics discussed..
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? The sinners, the poor, the sick, those who
were on the outside. Who accepted Him? They
did! Who rejected Him? Those who believed
that they knew!

been futile or wrong, all that is being said is
that it can always be better, more effective. We
have a founder and our founder has said that
the Charism is being lost. We take that to heart.
We in Canada don’t want to be a part of that
journey. As Fr Syd said, as an ecclesial
movement we are charged with being faithful
to the gift, charged with Stewardship, charged
with staying true to our own identity. We are
Cursillo, it has a purpose, a method, and
essence that flows from the Charism and
creates a mentality. We cannot change or adapt
it because we think we know better. It isn’t
ours, it belongs to God. Back in the 1950s,
Bishop Juan Hervas already noticed that things
were being changed. He said, in essence; ”Take
what is good from Cursillo and use it for your
own endeavours, but baptize it with another
name, don’t take Cursillo and make it
something else.”

It isn’t just Canada that is on this journey,
although it did seem for a long time that we
were alone. This drive to recapture the Charism
has spread around the world and in many
countries now there are Leaders who are doing
just what we are doing. We are not making
changes, we are going back to our origins.
Last year some of us attended the III
Conversations, again in Mallorca. For me, the
best part of this was that there were now even
more people who had experienced what I had
experienced and for which there are no
adequate words. We went even deeper into the
Charism with more topics that Eduardo and the
Mallorcans felt were vital to understanding the
simple truth of the Cursillo mentality.

Eduardo also said, very often; ”"It is much
better to know that you believe than to believe
that you know.” Unfortunately, we are often
numbered among those who believe that they
know.

Again we were perplexed by the topics, how
do these topics fit with what we know as
Cursillo?
For this conference, we have tried to develop a
theme that begins the process of bringing the
topics of II Conversations to you. We cannot
cover them all in one conference and yet we
have touched on some of the topics from III
Conversations also. The rollos are not meant to
provide all the answers and we know they will
probably leave you with more questions than
answers but that is the purpose of these
conferences. Eduardo constantly said that the
Cursillo needs leaders who think, What CCCC
is attempting to do with the conferences and
resources that we publish, is to give all of you
the means to have something to think about.

There are people here who will readily admit
that they were just that, but through their
humility and their earnest desire to deepen
their understanding of the movement that has
changed their lives and which they love so
much, they have laid aside what they thought
they knew and have gone back to the sources,
have studied and come to see that what we
thought we knew about the movement is far
removed from the simplicity and beauty of
what our founder envisioned. Too often we get
bogged down in the ‘How’ of Cursillo or in
agendas; spend countless hours on formulating
constitutions, manuals, guides and programs,
when really, the only question is ‘Why’? We
have to know what we are doing and why we
are doing it.

Your Officers as I said, are deeply committed to
having a movement in Canada that is being
faithful to the Charism that was given, for they
truly believe, that only when this is true, will
we be able to say, that in Canada Cursillo is
being tried and is being lived as Eduardo
intended.

After sharing and dialoguing on the topics of III
Conversations, we all admitted that we came
home slightly confused, not quite knowing
what to do with them but at the same time,
knowing that they were profound and to get to
the bottom of their meaning would take us ever

No suggestion is being made that what is being
done and has been done in any movement has
13
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deeper into understanding the Charism and
therefore the Gospel.

We invite you to listen this weekend with your
ears, your hearts and your minds open. Try to
lay aside preconceived ideas and mind sets and
be open to the Spirit.

As we have prepared the rollos for this
conference, we have all moved to a new place
of understanding, the II and III Conversations
are coming alive for us. The years ahead will be
full of new discoveries of this movement that
should fill us with awe, and wonder. We are
keepers of a holy flame, the flame of the Holy
Spirit that touched a little man on a tiny island
in the Mediterranean and which has literally
changed the lives of thousands around the
world. Eduardo is one of those Saints whom
the Church will probably never recognize, but
Saint he is.

This is such an exciting journey. As the Officers
study, we are like children at Christmas, each
time we take the wrapping off yet another gift
we understand a little more how much our
Father loves us. It is all there, it is the Gospel
and it takes us into the heart of what is
Fundamental to Being Christian and that, after
all, is what we are all about.

saying, "Bringing a friend to Christ" could
imply or suggest just bringing them to Christ as
in just bringing them to the weekend and then
the job is over, whereas "making them friends
with Christ", implies our job isn't over until
they are in a friendship with Him, which is
long-term, since an encounter hopefully will
occur, but a friendship does't happen over a
weekend, this is long-term.

FROM
OUR
READERS
Please forward comments to Fully Alive
C/o CCCC Resource Centre.

This had a significant impact on my
understanding of Cursillo, and as I further
reflected on this, I even wondered if this old
thinking may have contributed to our poor
follow-up and follow-through in the post
Cursillo. The more I learn of the authentic
Cursillo, the more I see what Eduardo meant
when he said that Cursillo has not been tried
anywhere else in the world, or something like
that. And so, this is why I noticed it so readily
at the Encounter.

On at least three occasions, (at the recent
Conference) different officers made reference
to "Make a friend, be a friend and bring your
friend to Christ". I realize that this line is so
ingrained in us, but I do feel that since we are
promoting the authentic, we should use the
language of the manual, which in the Action
rollo states, "Make friends, become friends and
make them friends with Christ".

I congratulate and continue to pray for the
officer group and the priceless gift you give to
the movements.
This point is well taken and I’m sure will be a topic
for discussion when the Officers next meet.

I hope I'm not being trivial, but for me, as soon
as I had originally got the idea of "making my
friend a friend of Christ's" it gave me a very
different concept on this. I realized that by

You are right in that the correct terminology is
‘make them friends with Christ’. Thank you for
bringing this point forward.
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Witness
Daily we touch Him
One pleasant Spring evening, I was standing
outside a restaurant having a conversation with
my colleague Nick (not his real name). Nick is a
really smart and likeable guy with a good sense
of humour. I don’t remember how we got on to
the subject, but for some reason Nick started
talking about God, and in particular those odd
Catholics who are so literal in their faith that
they even believe in the Real Presence in the
Eucharist. Nick went on and on in this vein for
a while and soon another person with similar
views joined in the conversation. I remained
silent and attentive to what was said but also
deeply disturbed and saddened that Nick and
his friend clearly did not know God and had
never experienced His unconditional love. I
wondered what I could say to persuade them to
give even the idea of God a chance, and to be
remotely open to the possibility that He exists,
that He is knowable and loveable and seeks to
encounter us. As much as I wanted to say the
“right” things, no words of wisdom came to me
at that time. Some part of me appreciated
Nick’s struggles with the very idea of God –
after all, He is not measurable, and one can’t set
up scientific experiments to prove or disprove
His existence. I felt defeated. How could I find
a way to penetrate this unbelief and denial of
God’s existence? What evidence could I
provide that might challenge Nick’s thinking,
and more importantly, penetrate his heart?
Several months after this conversation with
Nick, I had an experience that provided me
with some answers to these questions.

graded it, the essential points I was looking for
and so on. I then went through the exam in a
very matter of fact way, making clear the areas
where there had been deficiencies in
knowledge and understanding of the subject
matter. None of the students had any problems
with their grades that day. At the end to class I
left the room feeling triumphant and thinking I
had done a pretty good job of making my
expectations clear and explaining my grading.
As I walked out of the classroom and on to my
office, one of my students stood in the corridor
with a single red rose in her hand and she
offered it to me saying “I would like you to
have this rose.” I was completely stunned by
this most unexpected gesture, especially after I
had been congratulating myself on being tough
and pre-empting any inappropriate complaints
from students. The intellectual armour I had
fortified myself with just melted away when I
heard the student’s words and saw the rose.
Her motives were sincere; she wasn’t trying to
change her grade in any way, she had the rose
with her and wanted to give it away.
This simple yet powerful and tender experience
has dwelt with me and I have pondered it for a
long while. I am humbled by the precision of
that rose to definitively and completely
penetrate my defences, pierce my heart and
overturn my attitude. The encounter reminds
me, even today, that there is another, better,
more loving, and more effective way to interact
with people compared to the defensive mindset
that I had adopted in the classroom that day.
The scientific, factual world that occupied my
head in the classroom is limited – that
knowledge currency runs out because I
inevitably reach the limit of my knowledge at
some point. In contrast, the currency of love is
endless and can quietly and gently take effect
and manifest itself with such tenderness and
surprise. I have come to realise that students
may fail and that I too may fail in teaching
them effectively, but love never fails. Love lasts
and conquers all. My job is not just to teach, I

I work in adult education and a few months
ago I was returning exam scripts to my
students.
From previous experience, I
anticipated that a few students would be upset
with their grades and, as a result, likely also
annoyed with me. To counter unjustified
complaints, I went into class one Monday
morning fully armed with every defence I
could think of about the exam - how I had
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This witness was given at the Ultreya at the recent
CCCC annual conference.

am also called to blossom where I am planted
so that my life becomes a transforming rose in
the lives of others around me. I know this to be
true because I have experienced it myself and
my heart has been changed.

NEWS FROM CCCC

A few weeks ago I met Nick again. I had not
seen him for a while since that pre-dinner
conversation several months earlier. I asked
how he was and he told me that he had been
sick and had taken some time off work. I
mentioned how sorry I was to hear that he was
ailing and he answered by saying “Well, as you
know, I believe there is life and then death and
nothing after that.” This was not the same
confident man I had spoken with before; on this
occasion he was sad, his voice was subdued
and I also noticed that there were tears in his
eyes. I also made another observation, this time
about me: I too was different – I no longer felt
the need to prove anything to Nick, instead my
heart went out to him and I simply said, “Nick,
I want you to know how much I appreciate the
person that you are and the integrity that you
bring to your work here.”Nick thanked me and
appreciated my acknowledgement of him and
his contributions. That was all I felt called to
say to Nick at that time. However, since then, I
have carried Nick with me in my prayers, to
Mass and especially when I receive the
Eucharist. It is a privilege to know him and to
pray for him.

Please
note,
effective
immediately, CCCC has a
new mailing address.
It is:
CCCC
PO Box 23066
Shoppers Westend PO
Vernon, BC V1T 9L8

Jesus promised that He would not leave us
orphans, that He would send His Spirit to teach
us all we need to know when we require it. I
had no answers for Nick when we first talked.
However, through a student offering me a rose,
I experienced the transforming power of God
within my own heart in the hustle and bustle of
my every day work life. The Spirit had
answered my questions about getting through
to those in my environment. When I met Nick
again, I did not worry about what I would say
to him, I trusted in God’s capacity to reach
Nick’s heart, just as He had touched mine. My
part is to remain attentive to the promptings of
the Spirit and to the person placed right in front
of me.

2012 CONFERENCE BOOKLET
NOW AVAILABLE
The booklet containting all the rollos and
meditations from the 2012 conference is now
available from the Resource Centre.
Please email your request to
cccc@cursillo-canada.org including the number
of booklets required and a mailing address

Decolores!
A Cursillista from the table group of St. Therese
16
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE
COUNTRY


ATLANTIC


ATLANTIC,
Antigonish (Tri-Counties,
Cape Breton East,
Cape Breton West
Halifax,
St. John’s,
Charlottetown,
Yarmouth,
Yarmouth Valley.
Saint. John’



CENTRAL
Montreal English,
Spanish, Hungarian,
Korean
London,
Kent County/Chatham,
Peterborough, Toronto,
Hamilton, Timmins,
Ottawa, Thunder Bay,
Essex, Latin American



WESTERN,
Vancouver,
Nelson,
Calgary,
Edmonton,
Grouard-McLennan,
Native Cursillo,

MIRAMICHI, New Brunswick
(Northern half of the Saint John Diocese)
After experiencing my first full year as Co-Lay Director for the Saint
John Diocese; I will now reflect on that experience. Whew .... glad that’s
over. First and foremost I would like to acknowledge Cheryl Maillet, my
co-lay director, who has been working diligently in the southern part of
the Saint John Diocese. We communicate on a regular basis and it has
been a pleasure working together to help to rebuild the Cursillo
Movement in our areas. As with many areas; we have lived many
difficult challenges over the past year.
Secondly; I would like to acknowledge my Secretariat who have worked
well together to help to build our community. Our Secretariat consists of:
Fr. Dan Melanson – Spiritual Director; myself – Lay Director; Betty
Fraser – Secretary; Symone Daley – Treasurer; Bruce and Janet Jardine –
Pre-Cursillo; Roberta Crawford – Post Cursillo; Recorder – Barb
Williston; and Ultreya Co-ordinator – Cil Hickey. We presently have
vacancies on our Secretariat for Palanca, 3 Day Weekend Co-ordinator
and Rector of School. Together we have filled those positions as needed.
Our Secretariat meets prior to our regular Ultreya on a monthly basis
and we also meet more often as needed.

Our Cursillo community has generally survived fairly well as we
normally have between 65 to 90 participants at our monthly Ultreyas.
These number although quite decent are not up to the range of 90 to 125
that we had been experiencing a few years ago. We are working as a
community to encourage more of our inactive members to come back
and join us. This is accomplished by phone contact and personal visit.
Our Ultreyas are held the 3rd
Wednesday of the month at 8:00PM at Saint Michael’s Basilica in Miramichi.
We just completed a Men’s weekend – May 24th to May 27th and a Women’s weekend – May 31st to June
3rd. We had 16 men and 13 women become new Cursillistas in our community. The Teams and the
Sponsors have all been encouraged to attend and bring these new Cursillistas to at least 6 regular
monthly Ultreya’s and also to encourage these new people to become involved with Group Reunions as
soon as possible. As a side note: one of the members of my Group Reunion has decided to start another
Group; so he is leaving our Group which he started 25 plus years ago. He has the blessings of our entire
group as he starts to work with new Cursillistas.
I did not attend the Atlantic Conference due to work commitments but I was able to attend the ACCC
meeting in Halifax, Nova Scotia. Again, this was a learning experience and I will take what I learned into
the future with me.
17
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building bridges from
coast to coast
The Miramichi Community will be hosting the
Atlantic Conference from September 14th to 16th
of this year at the Morada Resort
(www.morada.ca). All literature has been sent to
all of the ACCC Executive as well as all Atlantic
Canada Lay Directors. We are hopeful for a very
successful event. Your prayers are always
welcome.

‘send-offs’ for the Cursillo teams and ‘welcomebacks’ for the new Cursillistas. Challenge events
focused on the youth of our community are also
regularly held. Several ‘reunion’ ultreyas hosted
by members of recent Cursillo teams were held
to encourage attendance at ultreya and group
reunion activity among new Cursillistas. Four
other monthly parish/regional ultreyas across
the Ottawa area have also continued this year. A
festive (Advent/Christmas) Grand Ultreya was
held at Our Lady of Fatima Parish in early
December. ‘Palanca parties’ were held in
support of the Cursillo weekends and the
annual summer event, the 19th Annual Cursillo
Pot Luck Picnic, was held at Waupoos Farm in
south Ottawa in mid-August (2011). In midMay, the youth of our community presented a
‘coffee
house’
evening
of
food
and
entertainment for all Cursillistas and their
families to raise funds and to gather in fun!

We had 2 School of Leaders Workshop during
the past year with 45 to 60 people in attendance.
We charge a nominal fee of $5.00 per person to
attend and breaks and lunch are included in the
price. The comments have been very favorable
and we plan to continue with our workshops.
We have a minimum of 2 workshops per year
but try to have 3 if possible.
DeColores
Steve MacIsaac
Lay Director

Monthly meetings of the School of Leaders
have continued as an effective venue to
disseminate ‘authentic’ Cursillo information.
During the past year, the Essence, Purpose and
Mentality of Cursillo was presented at the fall
sessions followed in the winter sessions by
presentations of several Cursillo Weekend rollos
– Action, Study of Environments and Christianity
in Action as well as the how and why of table
leading.

CENTRAL
OTTAWA, Ontario
During this past year, beginning July 2011, the
Ottawa Cursillo Movement prepared four teams
and held four more Cursillo weekends—two
women’s and two men’s—resulting in another
76 new Cursillistas joining the community. The
teams of the past few years, in particular this
past year, have featured many younger team
members in their 20s, 30s and 40s which have
encouraged younger candidates to attend the
weekends and establish a broader demographic
which will sustain the Ottawa movement in the
future.

The Ottawa Movement publishes the Fourth
Day newsletter monthly (on-line) and has
continued to make improvements to our email
news and prayer-line service as well as our new
‘network-style’ web-site.
At the end of June 2012, half of the secretariat
positions conclude their two-year terms (to
maintain continuity).
For 2012-13, Mary
Sheridan will take over the role of lay director.

The weekly Central Ultreya has continued with
regular ultreyas as well as occasional special
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The final community event of the year was the
June 6th (summer) Grand Ultreya held at St.
Maurice Parish.
B. Reilander for Ted Morin, Lay Director,
Ottawa Cursillo Movement

will be able to get the Cursillo message out
earlier. Make a friend, be a friend, and bring that
friend to Christ.
Our Post Cursillo is one of the positions we are
still seeking another person for. That being said
with the guidance of the Post Cursillo and the
Parish Rep co-ordinator, the parish reps seem to
do an excellent job of getting our Ultreya
together, and those that come out seem to enjoy
them and leave rejuvenated.

ESSEX- KENT COUNTY
(WINDSOR) Ontario
My name is Eric Rousseau. I am the Lay Leader
of the Essex County Cursillo movement. Thank
you for allowing me a chance to submit an
annual report on behalf of our community.

We have started a Web based E-mail address to
enhance our correspondence with our
community. We currently have a contact list of
over 200 active addresses. As it catches on it
seems to work well with our other means of
communicating. We selected a web based
address so that it can be passed along from one
leader to the next or to whoever the secretariat
selects to monitor it.

Being a renewed community it’s reassuring to
see the involvement of the community at the
monthly Ultreya and Secretariat meetings. We
try to stager our Ultreya between the city and
county. This has helped to bring those who
cannot travel to come out to their community
and enjoy an Ultreya. Even with the
announcements in the parish bulletins it is
surprising how many past Cursillistas, have
said, “I didn’t realize the movement was back in
this area”. The movement has been back here for
approximately 7 years. We are constantly
getting new people out to the Ultreya, this
includes some who made their weekends in the
60’s, 70’s and 80’s, as well as people that have
relocated to this community.

I feel we have a strong desire in this community
to grow with Christ and to evangelize our
environments, as the Lay Leader I thank God
for strengthening me through this community
and this movement.

De Colores Eric Rousseau

LONDON AREA, Ontario

Our Secretariat is made up of both new and
veteran Cursillistas. Again it is reassuring when
you have positions open up and people
volunteer to fill them.

The London Area Cursillo movement continues
to blossom and this past year has been one of
ongoing development and growth. We have
been focussing on the following goals:
 To continue spreading the good news of
God’s unconditional love to everyone,
especially to those who are “far away”
by emphasizing the mission of Cursillo:
Make a friend. Be a friend. Bring your
friend to Christ.
 To continue educating the Cursillo
community by de-emphasizing the
weekend
and
emphasizing
the
importance of Group Reunion, Ultreya,
and School of Leaders as the main
components of Cursillo.
 To communicate effectively with
Cursillistas to make them aware of
upcoming events.

We have been encouraging our Cursillistas to
take part in the Chatham/Kent School of
Leaders. We have had a few take the short drive
to attend and they have spoken highly of them.
We have just had a person step forward to take
on the role of School of Leaders and we hope to
find a second representative soon. It is our hope
to work with C/K in this area until such time
that our reps can put on our own School of
Leaders.
Our Pre Cursillo is made up of two individuals
who are getting a good handle on the position
after their first year. Our hope is that having a
full year to prepare for our next weekend we
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School of Leaders coordinator who sits on the
Secretariat.

To learn more about the charism of
Cursillo through London representation
at CCCC conferences, making available
a library of CCCC resources for London
Cursillistas and sharing of information
at our School of Leaders.

Secretariat
Our Secretariat meets once a month from
September to June. We have representatives for
each area of the movement – lay directors,
secretary, treasurer, pre-Cursillo, post-Cursillo,
music, palanca, School of Leaders, and parish
reps. We have been very fortunate over the last
number of years, to have Bishop John Sherlock
as our Spiritual Advisor. He has provided us
with unwavering support and encouragement
and his knowledge of the Catholic Church has
been invaluable and respected. Bishop Sherlock
is retiring from this position on the Secretariat in
June. He will be replaced by Reverend Dan
Vere from St. Justin’s Parish in London. Father
Dan has been a spiritual advisor on many
Cursillo weekends and we look forward to
having him on our Secretariat team.

Cursillo Weekends
We were blessed with 2 successful
weekends at the Michaelite Retreat Centre
in London, Ontario. Sixteen women and
nine men were welcomed into the Cursillo
community. The ladies’ and men’s teams
spent the winter preparing for the Cursillo
weekends in April 2012. The candidates left
the weekend glowing in the light of Christ.
Ultreyas
The London Area
has monthly Ultreya
meetings once a month in 4 different locations –
London, St. Thomas, Goderich and Tillsonburg.
This provides a variety of times and locations
for Cursillistas to arrange their schedules to
attend larger group reunion.
Small Group Reunions

New Website
In the fall of 2011, London established a Cursillo
Website. It is updated regularly and contains
information on upcoming events, weekends,
meetings, social gatherings, and prayer requests.
It has quickly become an invaluable tool for
Cursillistas.

One of our goals in London is to increase the
number of small group reunions. For the last 2
years at our Welcome Back Ultreya, we have
done a very successful activity which lets
Cursillistas know who is looking for group,
what area of the diocese they live in and what
days and times are convenient. We usually have
approximately 80 – 100 people at the Welcome
Back and it is an ideal place for Cursillistas to
find a group. We also have a small group
Ultreya binder that we take to each Ultreya with
names of those who are looking for a group.
Many Cursillistas have volunteered to go to the
first few minutes of new small groups to help
them become familiar and comfortable with the
process of sharing their piety, study and action.

CCCC Conference 2012
London is very excited and honoured to be
hosting the 2012 CCCC conference at Fanshawe
College from June 21 – 24. Registration has
been very good and we welcome all Cursillistas
who are fortunate enough to attend. We are
looking forward to working with the CCCC.
De Colores!
Mary Lou Keyes
Lay Director

CHATHAM-KENT, Ontario

School of Leaders
We have a School of Leaders five times per year
on a Saturday morning. At each of those
meetings, we have Cursillistas write on a piece
of paper what aspects of the charism they would
like to know more about. A School of Leaders
committee then plans the agendas and
presenters around these topics. We have a

Cursillo, in the Kent region is continuing to
grow and flourish largely due to the strong
commitment of our Cursillistas. Our community
continues to take action to fulfill the roles and
duties required to “Make a friend, Be a friend and
to Bring that friend to Christ.”
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This year, in January, our Men’s weekend
welcomed fifteen new Cursillistas while in
February our Women’s weekend graduated
twenty-five new candidates into the movement.
Both weekends were Spirit filled as evidenced
by the depth of the candidates’ impressions at
the Clausura. We had the support of
approximately three hundred members of the
larger Cursillo community at each of the
Closings. It was truly a spiritually uplifting
experience.

home or, if requested, at the Funeral Mass for
prayers and sing the Funeral Mananita. This
seems to be well received and is a very special
time for the family and our Cursillo community.
This past year we participated in four such
occasions.
Respectfully
Secretariat,

submitted

on

behalf

of

the

Scott McMath
Lay-Director Chatham-Kent Cursillo

We have monthly Ultreyas being held at
different parishes throughout our area on a
rotating basis. We are extremely fortunate to
have mass precede our Ultreyas. Many of the
priests in this Deanery are fellow Cursillistas.
Eight ordained deacons, many who were
members of Chatham-Kent Cursillo prior to
being ordained, also support us in our
movement. We are truly blessed to have such
strong support from our clergy.

Editor’s note. London diocese has three autonomous
Cursillo movements, independent of each other,
London Area, Chatham/Kent, Windsor/Essex.

WESTERN
ARCHDIOCESE OF
VANCOUVER, British Columbia

We continue to hold Leader’s School twice a
year. The fall Leader’s School prepares our team
members for the upcoming weekends. The
school assists the members in the preparation of
writing their rollo along with other pertinent
topics. Our spring school covers a wider range
of topics as well as the history of the movement.
This day also focuses upon expanding the
knowledge of our new and existing members
regarding Cursillo. Attendance at both schools is
very good and open to every member.

The Vancouver Cursillo Movement has had a
year filled with excitement and joy. After the
Annual General Meeting for 2011 we began to
prepare for a ladies weekend. Anna Panachelli,
as rectora, led a group of 14 candidates through
an amazing pilgrimage to our Lord. After the
ladies weekend we continued our preparations,
under the adept leadership of Debborah O’Shea,
for the Annual Conference of Canadian Catholic
Cursillos Conference. The Conference was held
at the Coast Hotel in Chilliwack BC. What a
great venue and what fantastic accommodations. The Conference was conducted as a
School of Leaders with Lynette Barreto as our
rector. During this time we made connections
with each other. The Rollos were great. We also
discussed the changes being made across
Canada in order to return to our Founder
Eduardo Bonnin’s vision and charism for the
Movement.

Our Secretariat has twelve members and meets
monthly. The meeting opens with prayer and
meditation, followed by our prepared agenda,
then we close with prayer.
Our newsletter is distributed bi-monthly by email to over 400 Cursillistas. It is also available
in hard copy at our Ultreyas in order to keep all
of our members well informed. This year we
have started a new website, we hope to expand
and improve upon it in the future. We also
maintain a very active Prayer Line.

In the Vancouver Movement we have embarked
with an intention to focus on the Ultreya and the
Group Reunion because it is our Fourth Day that
is so important in our journey to God. We now
present the new Cursillistas with their cross and

Over the course of a year we continue to have a
few fellow Cursillistas called home to be with
our Lord. When this occurs, if requested, the
Cursillo Community will gather at the funeral
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picture at the Ultreya where they are able to
experience the ongoing connection we share. It
is here that they may find a friend(s) to form a
Group Reunion. The Front teams for our
Cursillo weekends are now smaller and are
chosen from those who live the Cursillo method
in order to be authentic witnesses of the total
security that we proclaim.

a Rollo that has been presented at past annual
conferences. What a journey we go through
discovering how Cursillo has influenced our
lives and what we discover Jesus is asking of us
in our lives.
This past May long weekend Geraldine Lunde
and her teams walked with a group of 21
women of all ages. They all had a great
experience. On Friday, June 1st 17th the new
Cursillistas attended Ultreya to receive their
cross and picture. Unfortunately, four of the
new Cursillistas were unable to attend.
However, three of them plan to attend the 5 th
Friday Ultreya in North Vancouver. The fourth
Cursillista is in Kelowna and we are hoping to
connect her with some Cursillistas in the
Kelowna area

Fr. Patrick Chisholm, our spiritual director, has
become pastor of Our Lady of Fatima parish in
Coquitlam BC. This is where we hold our
weekends. It is good to have him so close to the
action.
Sean Halliday, the rector for the November
men’s weekend, focused on the principles of
Cursillo. He led a team of dedicated Cursillistas
and brought a group of 16 men closer to Jesus.
We are blessed to have such teams serve our
new friends.

We, as a Secretariat, believe in the vision of
Eduardo Bonnin. We take our time and talents
and create action. We hope to help everyone in
their journey to Jesus and to believe in our
hearts that we are loved by God. We are
thankful for the opportunity to serve you the
Cursillistas of Vancouver.

For some summer fun we held our annual picnic
in the park next to Our Lady of Fatima parish.
There was a sprinkler pool for the children to
have some fun. We played games, ate and
enjoyed ourselves throughout the afternoon.

De Colores,
Jude Maddalozzo, Lay Director

We have begun having a regional Ultreya in
Mission BC. Doug Hinsperger has taken on the
responsibility for this Ultreya. They have been
quite successful. Nearly forty people attend. We
have the Ultreya and then have a potluck lunch.
It is great. Every 5th Friday of the month we also
have an Ultreya in North Vancouver at St Paul’s
Indian Church. Doris La Rondelle is in charge
of this Ultreya. We begin with a wonderful
potluck dinner and then proceed into the
Ultreya. Attendance is good with between
thirty and forty people attending.

CALGARY, Alberta
The Calgary Catholic Cursillo Movement is
developing a new communications strategy.
This includes outreach to find new Cursillistas
who are living in the community. Outreach has
been through bulletins, and the Diocesan
Newsletter.
Ultreyas are held on the first Tuesday of each
month at 7:30 PM at St. Mary's Cathedral lower
rectory - west entrance from 7 to 7:30 .A small
conversation group meets to discuss issues of
leader school and development, including
sharing of CCCC newsletters and other
information.We pray it will continue to grow.

In December we held our annual Christmas
potluck dinner. This was a fun filled time with
our families. We sang Carols around the piano;
what the children have a great time at the craft
table and just enjoyed each other.
Each month before our secretariat meeting we
hold the School of Leaders. Bob deAnna is the
new Rector for the School of Leaders and he is a
wonderful addition to our School.
Here we
discuss some writing of our Founder or discuss

An interesting blessing we have received this
year - a number of new Spanish speaking sisters
and brother have joined us and we hold our
ultreyas as bi-lingual( Spanish, English). We
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For the most part they are unedited as to content. The
intention of this column is to keep Canadian
Cursillistas informed of the activities in other
movements. Their inclusion here does not necessarily
confirm that CCCC agrees with the content.

have distributed Spanish Cursillo websites that
offer information about the foundational
charism to our new Cursillistas, as well as
English websites.
As our movement is under revitalization with a
relatively small number of regular participants
we are unable to hold weekends at this time.
Other activities: attendance at the CCCC
National Encounter 2011

We would be very happy to receive a report from the
Canadian Cultural Movements:
Korean
Hungarian
Spanish
Vietnamese in Diaspora
Chinese

De Colores!
Diane Fisher

Those movements not reporting.
Cape Breton East, Antigonish
Cape Breton West, Antigonish
Tri-County, Antigonish
Yarmouth Valley Area, Halifax/Yarmouth
Yarmouth, Halifax/Yarmouth
Grouard McLennan, Alberta
Native Northern Alberta,

Editor’s note. The reports are taken from those
submitted from the various movements to the CCCC
to be included in the Annual Report. All reports
received are included in an issue of Fully Alive
during the coming year.

The long awaited book I
Conversations of Cala Figuera is
now available from the CCCC
Resource Centre. To order your
copy please send an email to the
Resource Centre.
cccc@cursillo-canada.org
Please include your name and
your local Cursillo movement
with a shipping address.
CCCC publishes a catalogue of all available resources on the website.
www.cursillo-canada.org
In addition to supplies for weekends there are many resources for use by individuals
or in the Schools of Leaders. Eduardo Bonnin insisted that the Cursillo Movement
needs leaders who think Check out the website for resources that will give you food
for thought.
for thought.
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THE NEW EVANGELIZATION
Fr Syd Mifflen
Why a New Evangelization?
The answer to this is quite simple. Many, many baptized Catholic
Christians have fallen away from the practice of their faith, at least
in terms of what is customarily thought of as practice – Mass
participation, use of the Sacraments, particularly Reconciliation,
and following of the basic rules of the Church with respect to
marriage, support of the parish, etc. The New Evangelization is the
name given to a process of bringing them back to that practice.
How does this Evangelization take place?
There is more than one way of thinking of this process, but most
seem to think of it in terms of some sort of “Come Home” program
- some way of stirring a person's interest in having his disaffection
reversed. In some programs the emphasis is on answering the
questions that it is presumed the alienated person has – providing
lots of information; in others it is on engaging him in the parish
“culture” by inviting him to join one or another faith-based group
or organization. The program is advertised in places where the ad
might be seen or heard by non-practising Catholics, and in some
cases personal invitations are made. These approaches are fairly
structured and formal. For the most part they are based on group
activities – both large and small groups. They are centred in the
parish, and the parish priest is often fairly prominently involved. It
is assumed that they will achieve the purpose of helping the
disaffected person return to the practice of his faith.

MATTERS
SPIRITUAL

There is another approach that is less formal and less structured. It
is based on the belief that evangelization, as the word implies, is
the process of helping a person to know that God loves him
unconditionally. In other words, it is conveying the Good News to
him, not by words but through friendship and good example. It
assumes that if one is living a Christian life and is a true friend to
another person who happens to be distanced from God and the
Church, that other person will be sure to notice that there is
something different about his friend and will want to explore that.
It is at this point that the person living in grace can induce the other
to take a small step towards conversion, and eventually larger and
larger steps until he, too, is living in grace and is well on his way to
true friendship with Jesus Christ. This approach eventually uses
group activities also, but not to attract the person so much as to
sustain him in the life of grace. One example of this approach is
Cursillo. When the Cursillo approach is used properly, the main
purpose is to convince people, one by one, that God loves them,
and then to support them through Group Reunion and Ultreya as
they grow in their friendship with Christ and in the life of grace.
Where this approach differs significantly from the first one
described above is that it is centred not in the parish but in the
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normal environment of the persons involved.
Group reunions, which are simply regular
meetings of friends trying to live the life in
grace, can be held anywhere that allows people
to sit down and share for an hour a week.
Ultreyas are normally held in a parish facility,
since one feature of them is a brief period of
prayer before the Blessed Sacrament where that
is possible. However, the person to person
activity of the two friends (or sometimes more
than two) takes place in the normal environment
of the workplace, neighbourhood or place of
recreation, and is basic to evangelization.

second approach described above does not
assume that the person who is distant from God
has been baptized, and so in that case it is a first
evangelization. No real distinction is made in
terms of the approach taken to the baptized and
non-baptized.

A further note about Cursillo.
The following is offered in order to illustrate the
Cursillo method.
Assuming that John is a Catholic Christian who
has made a Cursillo weekend, joined a Group
Reunion with other faithful Cursillistas, and
attends both the School of Leaders and Ultreya
regularly, he will be in a position to influence
positively those around him simply by the way
that he lives.

Another significant difference between this
latter approach and the former is that it is
ongoing – it doesn’t stop. The first approach
relies on the impact of a brief but intensive
program, with the hope that once convinced of
the need for the practice of the faith, the newly
converted person will continue on that path. It
assumes that the support that is offered through
usual parish activities will be sufficient to
sustain the person’s faith. The second approach
relies not only on the parish activities and the
opportunity for the sacramental life, but on
permanent, small-group support among friends.

Let us say that John works in a factory where he
is in close contact with a small number of fellow
workers, among whom there is one or more who
is/are distant from any true relationship with
Jesus Christ. One of these is Tom. John tries to
make friends with each of his fellow workers.
Tom, noting that there is something different
about John, is reluctant to get too close to him.
However, as time goes by and John is seen to be
a decent person and respecting of the normal life
of his fellow workers, Tom warms up to him
somewhat. He is now curious about what
makes John seem so happy with life, despite the
kinds of things that get on the nerves of most of
his fellow workers. Eventually Tom starts to
question John about this. The truth, of course, is
that John lives the life of grace and knows Jesus
as his friend. He doesn’t express it exactly in
this way to Tom, but does let him know that
faith has something to do with his attitudes and
his contentment. When Tom is convinced of this
he shows an interest in sharing what John has,
giving John a chance to draw him closer to a
relationship with Jesus. At this point John has
come close to accomplishing what Cursillo says
in its slogan, “Make a friend, be a friend, and
make him a friend of Christ.” He may or may
not invite Tom to make a Cursillo weekend,
depending on the circumstances, but whether or

Cursillo is, of course, only one example of this
second approach. And although it has attracted
millions of people around the world since it
started in 1944, it has seldom operated in the
way that its founder envisioned. It has often
become parish-centred, a means of helping the
pastor in parish activities, be they liturgical,
catechetical, social activism or whatever. It was
never intended to be such, although Cursillistas
may indeed become involved in parish activities
along with or besides their Cursillo activities –
there is no opposition between the two. It was
intended to be evangelical in the sense that its
first purpose is to convey the Gospel message
that God loves every person unconditionally. Its
method is simply friendship – but friendship in
which at least one of the friends is living in
grace and by his or her example induces
curiosity and eventual imitation in the other.
What is new about the “new evangelization” is
basically that it provides a second chance for
those who had already been baptized. The
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not he does is not the most important thing.
What is most important is that he has brought
his friend to Christ, and now he needs to
support him as he develops that relationship.
The Cursillo weekend is simply one way of
solidifying this embryonic relationship with
Christ, and the ensuing post-Cursillo practices
of School of Leaders, Group Reunion and
Ultreya will support Tom in continuing to
develop that relationship.

know more about Christ. The Cursillo is the
three-day weekend (the term ‘Cursillo’ in
Spanish means short course; the weekend
provides a short course in Christianity). The
post-Cursillo consists of the School of Leaders,
Group Reunion and Ultreya, which last as long
as the Cursillista wants them. Sometimes the
term ‘Fourth Day’ (following the three days of
the weekend) is used to refer to the rest of one’s
life after the weekend.

It may seem that this one-on-one kind of
evangelization makes for a slow process, and
indeed it does. But when it is used properly and
spreads effectively, it will result in a deeper
evangelization of each individual than usually
occurs through the programmatic approach that
leaves the newly converted person less well
supported when the program is over.

Editor’s note: A text from Cardinal Stanislaw
Rylko, President of the Pontifical Council for the
Laity entitled:
The New Evangelization, A Question of Being and
Doing, Vatican City 2012,
is posted on the CCCC website www.cursillocanada.org
The text was too long to publish in Fully Alive
but it is interesting as it addresses the important
contribution of the Ecclesial Movements (of
which Cursillo is one) and the New
Communities.

Cursillo speaks of three stages: pre-Cursillo,
Cursillo (weekend), and post-Cursillo. The preCursillo consists of all that happens in the
development of friendship and the beginning of
conversion that results in the person wanting to

CHRISTMAS IS COMING
Stuck for ideas?
Why not give your friends a gift subscription to Fully Alive.
Send their name and address and a cheque for $15 and we will
do the rest. A great gift for any Cursillista with lots of
food for thought
CCCC Resource Centre
PO Box 23066
Shoppers Westend PO
Vernon, BC. V1T 9L8
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FROM EDUARDO
The Eduardo Bonnin Aquila Foundation (FEBA) publishes a newsletter and this is found on the FEBA website. The
Mallorcan leaders who give their time to work in the Foundation are gradually making the website available in
English. The newsletter is going to be one of the resources available to us in the English speaking world. The
following is the first half of an article that will be published on the website shortly. We have permission from FEBA
to reproduce this article in Fully Alive. The conclusion of the article will be included in the next issue of Fully Alive
but will probably be available sooner on the FEBA website at www.feba.info
lived
with
conviction and,
therefore,
contagious to others, can be man’s reason, aim,
light, guide and driving force.

Eduardo Bonnín. The man of the decade
between 1940 and 1950, who originated
(gave birth to) Cursillo

These realities, contrasted with the difficulties of
the time, took on an unquestionable clarity that
made them extremely attractive to us.

Whenever a man – of any age or period in
history- has tried to go deep within himself, in
his life, he has gradually found himself either
impelled towards his aspirations or fleeing from
his fears. Both the aspirations and fears change
over time, but the concern remains throughout a
man’s life, passing between these two aspects.
When the high sea of history, the roughness of
the heavy swell of relevant events shakes the
human race vigorously, and, raging hard, brings
it face to face with extreme situations, man's
desire to find something that can give sense to
all the concerns that life causes him, becomes
more urgent and pressing. It fell to our lot; to the
lot of those of us who were young at the
beginning of the decade between1940 and 1950,
to live this experience fully in raw flesh: the
Civil War in Spain had just finished, World War
II was then beginning, as well as the invasion of
some more or less free nations.

But we had to find a way to get to the person,
and, obviously, it could not be the fruit of wellmeaning restless impulses. We felt it imperative
to find something more serious, deeper,
something more thought out and prayed for,
that would enable us to gradually communicate
the joy of faith to as many (people) as possible,
in an orderly and systematic way, so that,
without thereby losing any of its essence, it
could touch the common, normal, ordinary man,
in a Simple, Concrete and Possible way, while
making it clear to them at the same time, in
order to make them realize, that simple did not
and does not mean easy, concrete does not mean
immediate, nor possible means without effort.
The smart and neat convergence of these three
elements: the simple, concrete and feasible, are
since then the most novel aspect of the Cursillo
Movement. Assuming the grace of God, this is
their spearhead to penetrate any environment.

While on the one hand the injuries, the
aftermath and the memories of so much sadness,
were not conducive to optimism, nor even to
hope, if watched and observed from a Christian
standpoint and perspective, they could be, and
indeed they were, an incentive and spur to lead,
encourage and keep us in a serious reflection on
the urgent need that every man/woman has to
feel themselves anchored in something that,
besides being permanent and stable, must also
be agile and achievable, in addition to being
absolutely true.

The message of Cursillo, in short, is only the
proclamation of a set of forgotten self evident
facts. It has to do with communicating the best
news “ God loves us “communicated through
the best means, which is friendship, addressed
to what is most valuable for everyone, i.e. their
being a person, that is, their personal capacity
for conviction, for decision and constancy. Since
its inception Cursillo always produces fruit,

We concluded that only the Gospel, the Good
News by excellence, the Word of God, if it is
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abundant fruit, provided there is loyalty to the
original ideas?

But the pity is that, when, with the best of
intentions, the Movement is distorted, it comes
to serve secondary purposes, leaving the main
one marginalized.

Because we have been involved in the holy
adventure of Cursillo since its inception, in view
of its abundant fruits, we have been asked many
times if at the beginning we imagined that the
Movement would extend as much as it actually
has, and we have always answered that what we
did know and, above all, what we did believed
and thank God we still believe, is in the
unprecedented power of the Gospel.

The uncontrolled proliferation of the good seed
produces more rare and complicated conflicts
than (the) tares. When the generosity generated
by the grace of God, through Cursillo, bursts its
banks, problems and situations often arise that
may even lead to discrediting Cursillo.
No doubt something better could be achieved if
we tried to channel the generosity of those who
have lived a Cursillo weekend towards goals
more in accordance with the mind-set that
emerges from the points that make up the basic
guidelines outlined in the How and the Why,
and which it is perhaps worth recalling here and
now, but in a simplified and schematic way:

While it is otherwise curious that at the closing
ceremony of the 1st. "official"- Cursillo weekend
held in January 1949 - someone said: "We will
not stop until we give a Cursillo weekend on the
moon".
Sometimes one cannot help but wonder remembering the words of the Spanish poet
“Gabriel y Galán” - : “are we, the men of today,
those youngsters of yesterday?"

• A triumphant concept of what is Christian,
that in no way means a crowing concept.
• The Christian factor (what is Christian) in the
person, as a total solution to human problems.
• The dynamic realization of being a living and
active ferment.
• The principle of dissatisfaction.
• A thorough and accurate knowledge of man.
An intense, vivid and deep knowledge, acquired
through a close and warm coexistence with the
mass that the evangelical ferment must revive.
• Conviction of the inadequacies, deficiencies or
maladjustment
of
certain
methods.
Revitalization of everything that is usable.
Search for new fertile horizons.
• Verification of the fact that the “far away”
react far better than the usual “people of
church”, provided that the truth of Christ and
His Church is presented to them as they really
are.
• The experience of modern “Zacchaeus” and
“Samaritan women” who become dynamic
and effective apostles.
• Do not neglect the personal problems and the
requirements of each person.
• Christ and His grace, accepted as a force that
will influence their whole life.
• The firm belief that the solution is simple, and
therefore universal, and that each one has to
try and live it out in their own environment,

Of course, as is always the case, we are not
perfect, and now, as then, there are those who
do not carry on, or do not carry on with the
enthusiasm of the first hour, but I dare say that,
by the grace of God, the same spirit remains,
and, if such a thing is possible, it remains more
humanized and deeper, driven here and now such is life! – by a tremendous youth, very
difficult to manipulate, who don’t like to mince
their words and who believe in calling a spade a
spade.
I cannot believe in the proverb that says that
"any past time was better than the present time",
because the facts show me quite the opposite: I
would rather say that the past could always be
improved upon. Everything (that is) alive grows
and renews itself, and the Cursillo Movement
has been growing and renewing itself since its
inception and must undoubtedly will continue
growing and renewing itself even more, but it
needs to grow and renew itself attached to its
roots, and always by way of the stem of a
creative and harmonious fidelity. Something like
the way a telescopic antenna gets longer, thanks
to the precise tightening up and assembly of its
parts.
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but we must also launch it into different
horizons and to different classes and cultures.
After a quick review of this set of ideas, which
could well become the take-off track of multiple
accomplishments within the reality of each one’s
life and in every environment, we can easily see
that in spite of the efforts carried out, as we said
in the Manifesto, published in 1981:

participation of all during the three days of the
weekend, a situation is created where the
circumstances, perspectives and possibilities, are
placed, viewed and valued in a Christian axis,
where through Christ and in Christ -who is alive
in all of us by grace-, they become concrete,
dynamic and attractive.
All this, and certainly because they have been
presented in a precise, dynamic and attractive
way, every person receives them as a loving
invitation that seeks their conviction, their
decision and dedication. Then again, the
evangelical truth is experienced that "when two
or more are gathered in his name, Christ is in
their midst." When this reality is lived fully in
the company of other people, in a human and
appropriate way, everyone, by logic, common
sense and practicality, feels faced with a
“trilemma” (a threefold dilemma): to feel they
are like that, to wish they were like that, or to
regret not being like that.

"The Cursillo, in its full length version, in
its full capacity, has not yet made its
debut, and the reason is simply because
the Gospel in everyday life, the dynamics
of the prayer “Our Father” and the
"Beatitudes” haven’t made their debut yet
either".
Perhaps much of this difficulty, in what
concerns Cursillo, has arisen or has been
accentuated by the fact of not having specified
clearly enough the purpose of the Movement,
and thus Cursillo has been cheerfully and
unconsciously used to satisfy the keenness of
doing things, instead of using it to create a
hunger for God in people.

The goal of Cursillo is to enable people, in the
existing circumstances and happenings of their
life, to learn through loving what can only be
understood by loving. This is done in a
contagious
manner
through
a
vital
intercommunication within an atmosphere of
friendship, ‘infecting’ each other from each
other.

Sometimes we have expected too much from
Cursillo, and sometimes too little. Therefore it
may not be amiss to try and trace the path of
what we understood and still understand is the
living core of Cursillo.
Cursillo aims at, and by the grace of God it
manages to achieve that, those who voluntarily
contribute what at the time of the beginning of
their weekend is asked of them, i.e. their
enthusiasm, dedication and spirit of charity,
gradually get to incorporate a luminous set of
ideas in their intelligence, and the necessary
driving force in their heart to carry out and
develop these very ideas in their life. Besides
calling them ideas, we could also say that these
are realities, fundamental, basic and essential
realities, manifested so vividly in the persons
who put them forward that, rather than
demonstrating them with arguments, they show
them with the expression of their own life.

Eduardo in his office.

This means that with the many prayers that
have been made and are made for that purpose,
by the grace of God and with the enthusiastic

29

VOLUME 13 ISSUE 2

NUMBER 66

CHAIRPERSON

SPIRITUAL
ADVISOR
Fr. Syd Mifflen
Box 5000,
Francis Xavier
University
Antigonish, NS
B2G 2W5

Bernie Reilander
501 – 1081 Ambleside Drive
Ottawa, ON
K2B 8C8

(613) 820 2228
breilander@rogers.com

Marg Weber
482 Anndale Road
Waterloo, ON
N2K 2S3

(519) 747-5937
marg.weber@sympatico.ca

Arlene vanDiepen
RR2
544 Settlement Road
Morell, PE
C0A 1S0

(902) 961 2271
abvandiepen@hotmail.com

John Schlosser
4539 Gordon Drive
Kelowna, BC
V1W 1T3

(250) 747 7007
jgschlos@shaw.ca

ASSISTANT SP.ADV.
Fr Pat O’Meara
34 King Street
Yarmouth, NS
B5A 2X8

(902) 867 3937
smifflen@stfx.ca

(902) 875 2448
paddyandpat@eastlink.ca

For address changes, subscriptions to Fully Alive, or to submit questions or articles, please forward to:
S. Winston, Editor. CCCC, Resource Centre
PO Box 23066
Shoppers Westend PO
Vernon, BC V1T 9L8
Ph.(250)938-4241 Fax. (514) 227-5221 e-mail cccc@Cursillo-canada.org
www.Cursillo-canada.org

Fully Alive is published three times per year by the National Secretariat of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Cursillos
who is solely responsible for its contents. No article or any part of it may be reproduced without the written permission of
CCCC © CCCC 20012 all rights reserved

30

