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OFFICERS’ CORNER
For some time now, CCCC has been asked to give
direction on a problem that seems to be arising more
frequently. The following is a response from Fr. Syd
Mifflen, National Spiritual Advisor to CCCC.

An
inadequate
Precursillo
is
directly
responsible for the problem that we are facing
in the current situation; that of those who wish
to be team members but who are known to be
in what the Church considers an irregular
marriage. In an authentic Precursillo, the
sponsor will journey with the candidate and
will determine if they are honestly seeking to
become a better person and to grow closer to
God. While on the journey with the prospective
candidate, the sponsor can determine if there is
a willingness to consider their life situation,
whatever it is, and to be open to making any
necessary changes in order for this to happen.
Team members, since they are expected to be
leaders who witness to living what is
fundamental to being Christian, should have
already made these decisions. (The article on
page 5 of this issue gives an excellent blueprint for
an authentic Precursillo.)

Specifically, the problem has to do with the
Cursillo and people who, for different reasons,
are seen not to be living in accordance with the
teaching of the Church. This has been the cause
of some difficulty when Cursillo leaders have
become aware that the method of the Cursillo is
to reach out to those who are estranged from
God and the Church, aptly named by our
Founder, Eduardo Bonnin, the Faraway.
There are two different aspects to this problem:
those who are potential candidates and those
who have lived the Cursillo weekend and are
now members of Group Reunions, the Schools
of Leaders and are participating in the Ultreyas.
The latter would be Cursillistas who may well
expect to be selected to work as team on future
Cursillo weekends. It is the latter category that
is raising the problem we now face.

Having said this, the candidates are not
attending the weekend to give witness to living
what is fundamental to being Christian, they
are simply there to make the encounter with
Self, God and Others. What their decisions are
following the weekend regarding their own
situation is between themselves and God,
usually with the assistance of a Spiritual
Advisor. As a result of a good Precursillo, they
should know that they will be encouraged to
participate fully in the method of the Cursillo
Movement which is Group Reunion, School of
Leaders and Ultreya but that if their life
situation remains problematic then they will
not be invited to work as a team member on a
Cursillo weekend until such time as all
obstacles have been removed. Living the
experience of a Cursillo weekend is not a
precursor to being invited to work as a team
member, it is a witness to the fact that it is
possible for ordinary people to live what is
fundamental to being Christian in the
normality of life as it is. The Cursillo Movement
with its method provides a way of persevering
in a way of life that has Christ at its centre.

As an Ecclesial Movement, the Cursillo
Movement must follow the teachings of the
Church and operates in each diocese under the
authority of the diocesan bishop. Working as a
team member on a Cursillo weekend is no
different to being in ministry in the Church.
Potential candidates, however, attend a
weekend to learn how they might come to
know themselves and God in a new and deeper
way. It is often the first step back towards full
communion with the Church or may even be
the first time they have heard the Gospel.
Nothing is required of them other than
openness and a willingness to become more of
a person and to hear the Good News that God
loves them. That is not to say that anyone can
attend a Cursillo weekend; the invitation must
be the culmination of an authentic Precursillo
where the person sponsoring them can say they
know them well enough to believe that
attendance would be a good and positive thing
for the person being invited.
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Team members give public witness to the Catholic
faith not only by their words but also
by
the
example of their lives. A Catholic in an irregular
marriage is not living according to the teaching of
the Church in a public and notable way. The living
situation of such a Catholic seriously contradicts
the public witness he or she should be giving. None
of us is without sin, but an irregular marriage is a
serious public matter, unlike ordinary sins and
faults against charity .”

Each Canadian Cursillo movement acts under
the authority of its own diocesan bishop. This
being the case, CCCC could only advise a local
movement when they were approached for
assistance in this matter, to seek the direction
and advice of its own bishop, for CCCC has no
authority to give direction on a matter which
pertains to faith and morals for as mentioned,
we are an Ecclesial Movement and, as such,
must follow the teachings of the Church. A
bishop speaks for the Church as a whole and in
view of this we have included an excerpt from
a response from one of the Canadian bishops to
the Cursillo leaders in his diocese for it speaks
to the Cursillo movement in Canada as a whole.
He says:

“…For many years, Cursillo has had a very
positive impact on the life of our diocese. I am
extremely grateful to all who have worked hard to
build up this movement in our diocese and extend
to you my deep gratitude for your efforts and the
many sacrifices you have made. ................ I pray
that God will bless you abundantly.”

“A Catholic living in an irregular marriage, or
living together but not yet married, should not be
a team member for Cursillo in this diocese.

2013 CCCC Conference,
Cursillo, a Journey Into Joy – Our Precursillo is their Postcursillo

Hosted by

the Cursillistas of Cape Breton

at
Cape Breton University,
Sydney, Nova Scotia,
July 18th to 21st.
You may register on the CCCC website at www.cursillocanada.org
The theme of the conference continues the journey of the past few years where we have been studying
the importance of the I, II and III Conversations. These topics are vital in the mentality and method of the
Cursillo Movement and flow directly from the charism.
This conference will attempt to recap the topics of the I and II Conversations and begin the study of the
III Conversations.
In addition we will all be treated to the incomparable hospitality of the Cape Breton Cursillistas which is
second to none. The Officers of CCCC and the Cape Breton Cursillistas look forward to welcoming you.
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ESSAY
“ESSAY” is a column, in which the talks and reflections from Cursillo leaders around the country (and abroad) can be shared
with the larger audience. Hopefully these ‘essays’ will provide the basis for further discussion. If anyone cares to respond, please
feel free to send your commentary to Fully Alive. While these essays are subject to editing for space, clarity and subject, they do
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the CCCC.

The following is a rollo on Precursillo given by Manuel Fernández Jordá of the Mallorcan School of Leaders at the
Cursillo of Cursillos held in Ireland, April 2012. It is included here because it is an excellent explanation of what
the Precursillo is and how to conduct it.

THE PRECURSILLO
INTRODUCTION

It is a method; the word Method, comes from
Greek words "metha" (beyond) and "odos"
(way) It means the way to reach an end. The
method of Precursillo is the friendship between
people. Make a friend, be a friend, make them
friends of Christ.

The Precursillo can flow freely from us, we
must all internalize it and make it our own. I
hope and trust that with God's help, this
Cursillo de Cursillos allows us all to move in
this direction.

The Precursillo requires:
1.- An attitude: Be a witness of Jesus. Jesus is
the reason for beginning a Precursillo.
2.- Another person. Because the person is the
reason for doing a Precursillo.
3.- An approach. Make friends. Friendship is
the way for doing Precursillo.
And these three points require: faith, common
sense and truth.

Objective and purpose of the Cursillo
Movement.
The purpose is that all may know, that all may
discover, especially those far away, the Good
News that God loves them, loves us.
It is accomplished through the Holy Spirit, by
way of friendship, so that those who attend a
Cursillo, will have the personal experience that
Christ lives and loves us.

ATTITUDE: BE A WITNESS OF JESUS
Precursillo, is an apostolate, and apostolate is
an attitude. An attitude in the life of anyone
who claims to be Christian. We bring the Good
News to as many as possible.

This assumes that we know that our life has
meaning, and through faith, even without fully
understanding it, we can advance in the Way,
the Truth and the Life, and will do it in
company and friendship, advancing with
Christ, guided by the Gospel, to out personal
fulfilment of the Kingdom of God. That is
ultimately the goal of Christianity, the salvation
of each person.

It is necessary for us to have a good apostolic
attitude, to realize a good Precursillo, a good
Cursillo, and a good Postcursillo.
My attitude should be to reveal Christ, to show
my faith, in my everyday life. This will lead us,
without seeking it, to successive apostolic
actions, and some of that will end in a
Precursillo.

This objective, we must always remember, so
we can do a good Precursillo, even if we skip
the script, but if we lose sight of the objective,
we will make a bad Precursillo, even by doing
it well.

So we will influence our environment and
someone will wonder, “why we are the way we
are, why do we forgive, why do we smile”?
Then we can tell him about our faith, more or
less, depending on the moment, the person and
the circumstance. We can tell them that we go
to Mass, or that we believe in God, or what
gives meaning to our life, or what I discovered

Precursillo is:
Precursillo is the first phase of the Cursillo
Movement, which aims to bring us to the next
phases, the Cursillo weekend, and the
Postcursillo, the Fourth Day, which in turn
generates new Precursillos, in an endless circle.
5
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in Cursillo. Always letting ourselves be guided
by the Holy Spirit, for it is God who invites a
person to Cursillo. We just plant the seed, then
respect the will of God and the freedom of man.

The question is whether the person at this time
in his/her life, has the basic skills to attend a
Cursillo weekend:
 A normal capacity for being able to
experience. To reasonably perform the
most normal and basics things, being able
to attend the rollos for three days,
relating to others.
 Ability to ‘get’ the message, to
understand the rollos and to reflect on
the message.
 Capacity to be Christian.

As an everyday attitude, it is not planned and
therefore does not focus on a specific person
but on all the people God is putting in our path,
day by day. If this attitude is correct, based on
faith and prayer, then the Precursillo will be
part of our lives, it will just flow from our inner
being, and without realizing it, we will perform
all the steps in a natural way, and with
common sense. Also, the Precursillo belongs to
the Ultreya; the Precursillo must be a work of
all Cursillistas, not just the team of the next
Cursillo weekend.

The problems preventing a person from
experiencing or ‘getting’ the message, can be
illness, or a circumstance, such as a work
commitment. The problems that may impede
the ability to be Christian, would be more of a
kind of intellectual or ideological position.

Precursillo for the leaders of a Cursillo
weekend

These circumstances of personal imbalance, if
there are any, which prevent a person from
attending a Cursillo, may disappear from the
life of that person, so in the future he will be
able to attend .The goal is that attending a
Cursillo, is for those who should, when
appropriate, convenient and with proper
disposition, so any of them can have the triple
encounter with Self, with Christ and with the
Others.

I only have a few words to say about this: It is
essential to prepare the leaders. The leaders
must have a firm belief that the Cursillo aims to
spread the joy of faith, and one can only spread
the faith if one lives it, no one can give what he
does not have.
A leader has to be a Christian, has to be an
apostle at all times. In the preparation of a good
team of leaders there must be three things:
prayer, friendship and study.

Don't forget that Cursillo is primarily a method
to bring to God those who are far from Him,
and nowadays, those far from God are not
within the orbit of the Church, they are much
farther away from the Church than they were
fifty years ago, but not necessarily farther away
from God. For example, fifty years ago, it was a
prerequisite to be baptized, but I think in
today's society, we must have the faith of the
early apostles and not turn anyone away for not
being baptized, maybe the way to conversion
for that person is just the Cursillo.

THE PERSON
Who are we looking for?
In Cursillo we do not choose people. We are
looking for Christ inside the person. The
important thing is the human being, for this
reason we do not discriminate for or against,
age, social class, money, family, etc.
We try to discern circumstances and the
possibilities of people, to find out who can go to
Cursillo, who should go to Cursillo, and how
and when we can begin the Precursillo.

Apostolic Action as a first step before
Precursillo.

Meeting and getting an idea as accurate as
possible of the environments in which a person
lives - family, labour, sports, political, religious
-, will help us much on the Precursillo, but if we
don’t know, we shouldn’t worry. Try to look
inside the person, that is more important.

We must be attentive to people, to discover if
they are or are not on a spiritual quest or are
receptive to it. If I think so, I start an apostolic
plan and speak about God, or faith, or Cursillo,
more or less directly, depending on the
circumstances. I can receive three types of
responses:

Who can go.
6
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Who must go

Negative. Shows disgust or discomfort, in
these cases I change the subject naturally,
but I don't get angry, I remain polite, to
show that person that Christianity is about
normal people with normal lives, just
happier. Maybe this attitude will convert a
failure into a success.
Indifferent. In these cases it is worth talking
a bit more about Cursillo, wait and see. If the
person is behind a wall, leave the topic for
another day.
Positive. He or she shows interest, then I
start a Precursillo, immediately.

If we have the opportunity, we must bring first
the most effective person: a vertebra of society,
man or woman with character, leadership in his
own life, able to attract others, and at the same
time, humble, with that sense of wonder that is
able to value others and fall in love with Christ.
When we speak about who should go first, we
do not mean they should be the only ones who
should go. Eduardo compared all these to the
railroad. With no rails or locomotives, wagons
are useless, but without wagons, the rails and
locomotives are of no use either.

Errors of selecting a special kind of person

If I have the chance to bring to Cursillo an
influential person, I must do it, so in the future
it will be easier for that person's apostolate in
his personal or employment circle . The aim is
to achieve my maximum efficiency and the
maximum efficiency of the future Cursillista.

Targeting errors:
Select only the easiest,
only the most difficult,
only relatives or friends,
only the richest or the poorest.
Errors of reason:
Select them to see if their problems are
fixed at the Cursillo.
Select them to get along with someone.
Select them to get personal benefit.

It was common sense that led Eduardo to point
out, as a good thing, to bring to the Cursillo
people who are the vertebrae of society, to
Christianize society as effectively as possible.
Anyway, who knows for sure about one
person, what and where his influence is. One
can be very influential in one environment and
not at all in another, be very shy at work, and
be very outgoing with friends. When in doubt,
take action, and see what happens. Besides this,
it is normal that we all have other apostolic
plans and want to bring to the Cursillo:
 A loved one, to share our experience
and to make the journey together.
 Or a person who has a hard time and
we believe that the Cursillo will be
good.

Errors are mixed and so we select a friend who
is easy and also makes us look good to
someone. Or select an alcoholic because it is so
difficult and also we think the Cursillo can heal
the person.
Targeting errors are not errors because we
cannot select a person who is simple,
complicated, a relative, friend, rich or poor. The
mistake is to focus, only, on that type of person.
Taking a person to Cursillo to make them better
or to heal them, is not an error in all cases, if we
remember that the Cursillo is not magic. And if
we bring someone and then we receive thanks
or even struck up some other relationship
beneficial for us, it's not a mistake, if that was
not the reason for the invitation to anyone to
live the Cursillo weekend.

In the first case, we must especially pray, trust
God and make the Precursillo, but we must
take it easy because often we are not the closest,
the most appropriate to convince a loved one.
In the second case it is Christian to want to help
and alleviate the suffering of others, but we
must think and wonder if Cursillo is the
method that that person needs, or if perhaps
there are more suitable religious alternatives,
even if that person also needs before or
simultaneously another type of aid; medical,
psychological, work, education... Cursillo is not

We must examine ourselves and always act
with faith and charity, putting the good of
others above our personal desires, without
necessarily meaning that those desires are bad,
we all like to help a brother and receive the
thanks of a friend.
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always the best method, and although it may
become so in the future, that does not mean it is
now. In these cases it is essential first, to talk to
God about this person, and ask God to show us
how to act. Once decided, let's do our best. If
we decided to make a Precursillo, we must put
our heart into it.

The Precursillo will serve to awaken
enthusiasm, in him or her, to raise the
awareness that thanks to Jesus it is possible to
become more and better. How can we enthuse
someone? Taking the friendship seriously,
being honest and respecting others as human
beings. For example a leader will do the
approach in a normal way, without
exaggerating, without offering what in the
future we cannot assume.

Many times you will not need to bring a person
to Cursillo, since many people have found and
chosen another way to approach Christ: the
parish, another Christian movement, a religious
vocation... In such cases, only accept the joy of
recognizing brothers in faith and do not try to
convince each other. I only start a Precursillo if
the person shows a clear desire to make
Cursillo.

A good approach will increase the effectiveness
of the Cursillo weekend and Christian
effectiveness of that person him/herself in the
Fourth Day. Besides the Approach that will be
made by one or two leaders, the Precursillo
must be carried by a group of Cursillistas, who
support behind the scenes with their ideas and
prayers.

Sometimes the Lord gives you the unexpected
opportunity to make a Precursillo, you feel that
the time is right. In these cases the most
important thing is to have the Precursillo inside
you and have faith; it is the Lord who has
arranged the Precursillo, one just needs to talk
about God. To see clearly these opportunities
one must be alert, because it does not happen
every day. Maybe at a party, you meet a person
whom you may never see again, and if you
perceive that he or she is searching, do not miss
the opportunity. Do not underestimate the
surprise factor, it is a gift of God. In the end,
common sense in the Precursillo and life, leads
us to flee from concepts such as "always" and
"never"

Errors in the Approach
Improvisation, which forces things and is
unnatural.
Pressure. Pushing someone to go to Cursillo,
this should never be done. We must always
speak clearly to the candidate, to help him to
decide freely.
Deception (intentional or not). Perhaps we
show an unreal friendship that after Cursillo
we cannot keep up, or we tell them that they
will go to an amusement park or whatever. The
results will be negative.
Self-deception.
Sometimes
we
deceive
ourselves, we do not want to see the reality and
we will bring to Cursillo a person who cannot
go.

APPROACH (PREPARATION)
It is about knowing the person before sending
him to the Cursillo, getting to know something
about his personality, his circumstances, his
sense of wonder, his capacity for friendship, his
problems. Knowing what is most important to
him, the absolute, if money, power, family,
work or whatever. Knowing what to expect of
him/her in Cursillo.

WHAT IT TAKES TO MAKE A GOOD
PRECURSILLO.
As I said at the beginning, all the things we do
in the Precursillo, also in the Cursillo
Movement, and in our whole life, require faith,
common sense and truth.

The approach leads us to start a friendship with
the candidate and to make him really want to
attend a Cursillo weekend with enthusiasm,
ready to be listening, open to friendship and to
open him/herself. Willing, both mentally and
spiritually, thus enabling the triple encounter
that is possible in Cursillo: with oneself, with
the Lord and with the others.

Truth, consisting of normality, sincerity and
humility.
Faith and prayer. We need faith, and we need
to pray. We should ask the Lord for help, help
for us and help for the persons with whom we
are doing a Precursillo. By making a
8
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Precursillo, we are like John the Baptist, the
ones that only prepare the way for the Lord. To
help a person to be prepared to discover the
Holy Spirit at the Cursillo weekend.

Let me say it once more: we must not offer in
the Precursillo more than what normally we
will be able to give in our daily life, because
when one discovers that they cannot count on
us as much as we made them believe, then the
person will feel used and all the joy will turn
into disappointment.

Common Sense and study to know the reality.
We must not dampen anyone’s enthusiasm, but
remember that:

Always tell sincerely what the Cursillo
weekend is, for example that it is about how to
live Christianity in everyday life, that there will
be talks given by common people, I used to say
that they do it freely because they have faith
and furthermore that they also have to pay for
the food and accommodation, it is an easy way
to introduce what the cost is.

There are people who need our friendship, our
help, but do not need Cursillo.
There are people for whom it may be
appropriate to attend the Ultreya, before
Cursillo.

I also say something like this: "I cannot tell you
what your spiritual process will be, because
that is something very private and no one can
explain, you have to live it, but rest assured it
will be good and the human aspect of Cursillo
is extraordinary. Your circumstances will not
change by going to the Cursillo, your problems
will be the same, but your life will be better"
This way they know perfectly what they are
going to, but without knowing any of the
surprises they will find: nothing about the first
night, or the meditations, or the Mañanitas, or
the De Colores, or the Fiesta, and above all
nothing about feeling the Holy Spirit at the
Tabernacle, that's the big surprise.

There are people with problems, who does not?
They can go to Cursillo if they are aware of
where they are going and aware of their
problem, aware that in Cursillo they may
approach Christ so they have more strength to
face the problems, but that it is they and
nobody else who should solve the problems,
solve those problem that have a solution and
learn to live in Grace with those which have no
solution.
If the problem is very, very serious, like drug
addiction, alcoholism, big psychological
problems, remember that the Cursillo weekend
is not a factory of miracles, it is not magic, then
we should think twice, because for example, to
a person who hears such voices, the Cursillo
may even provoke a crisis. And an alcoholic
who is not in a stage in which he can control
himself pretty well, will not take advantage of
the Cursillo and maybe the people at the table
will also not experience what they should.
Usually it is better that such serious problems
must be treated before, and when they are
solved or at least under control, then one can go
to a Cursillo and get the benefits we all desire.

If we are honest, we can ask questions such as:
Are you willing to listen, to respect the faith
that you will see, to disconnect the cellphone, to
hear yourself? Thus facilitating the Cursillo
weekend and the Postcursillo. Saying what can
be said, we can do a good Precursillo, thrilling
to those who should go and avoiding those
who are not prepared to attend it.
Truth: Humility, to accept the reality.
The Precursillo is not easy, precisely because
we value other’s circumstances and as we have
not lived their life, a complete evaluation is
simply impossible. On the other hand, the
Precursillo is fundamental in the Cursillo
Movement, we must make it possible, so we
need to have the humility to accept reality, to
discern what is possible and appropriate, and
above all to recognize that we need the Lord's
help. Continued on page 12

Anyway, no rule is absolute, if with prayer and
after evaluating the situation the rector thinks
that a person with a very difficult circumstance
has a personality strong enough to take
advantage of the Cursillo, go ahead.
Truth: Normality and Sincerity, all must be
true.
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the weekend. I remember one man whose wife
was a candidate on an early weekend I worked
on who didn't send his wife a palanca letter.
Someone from the team phoned him and he
said; "I have spent the weekend mending the
kitchen door and fixing up the kitchen, it is
something she has been asking me to do for a
long time. I offered my work as palanca". At the
time we were quite stunned at this notion but
in conversation with Mallorca leaders we
realize now that this was good palanca. It is of
course the same as when we offer our trials and
difficulties for the good of someone else.

FROM
OUR
READERS

Please forward comments to Fully Alive
C/o CCCC Resource Centre.

As we move to a more genuine modelling of
the style of Cursillo that Eduardo Bonnin had
in mind, is there still a place for personal notes
of palanca? Should we encourage Cursillistas to
only offer their palanca to the group of
candidates and the whole team, rather than
specific individuals? Clearly for us this would
be a departure from previous practice. We are
prepared to spend some time educating
everyone about the potential change if we go
that way. Your thoughts, please!
Dave Kornder, Lay Director, Edmonton
Cursillo.
.
The Mallorcans are quite mystified by some of
our practices regarding palanca.

As you know, the Spanish word palanca means
lever, meaning, we offer our prayer and
sacrifice to God asking him to send his grace on
all those involved. A lever enables us to lift
something that is beyond our human strength.
The palanca is petitioning God, not just letting
the candidates know that we are praying for
them.
In the authentic Cursillo, personal letters are
unheard of, especially for the team. A group
reunion may send some notice that they are
praying or an individual may. These notices are
pinned up or displayed on a table throughout
the weekend. To send personal letters to
individual Cursillistas has the effect of taking
them out of the environment of the Cursillo
itself and back to their home environments, it
serves as a distraction.

It is, as you know, the prayer and sacrifice
offered for the success of the weekend, not little
notes written in the 100s. Palanca can be sent
BY an individual but should be addressed to
the WHOLE weekend. The idea is that we are
praying for the success of the Cursillo weekend,
that all will encounter God and his grace. The
important thing is to actually do palanca for all
the team and the candidates, as a whole.

When you try to implement this in your
movements, you will probably get some
resistance but if you discuss it and reflect on it
your leaders should understand. The people
who will react negatively will be those (if any)
who are on the team but are not on the same
journey as you and your leaders. It may be
necessary to remind them that the candidates
will not miss the written notes, they don't know
anything about them. What is important is for
them to realize that there are people who don't
know them who are actively praying and
sacrificing for their good. It is the first
intimation that there is a community outside
the weekend that is supporting them and is the
precursor to the message of the third day; that
there are many who are waiting to welcome
them to the fourth day.

Mallorca would say that good palanca is to do
something specific, something that costs us, not
to just tack the intentions of the Cursillo on to
those acts of piety that we normally do. In
Mallorca they maintain that attending the
clausura is continuing palanca for the Cursillo
weekend because for them, attending often
means a fairly lengthy drive after they have
already attended the Mananitas on the same
day.
It might mean babysitting for one of the
candidates or taking supper over to a man who
is looking after his children while the wife is on
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Witness
Daily we touch Him
By Guillermo Estarellas
One day, at the headquarters of the Young
people of Catholic Action, at Zavellá Street,
Eduardo called me and said: “we need to
establish a sort of Federation to gather the
soccer teams of the parish churches in Mallorca
because there are little gangs that go along with
these teams and in these gangs there are the
“far away”; in this way we will manage to keep
them here and we will see if we can get them to
attend a Cursillos week-end”.

I am deeply grateful to Jesus Christ, the Holy
Spirit and Eduardo Bonnín for choosing me as a
follow team member at the first Cursillos weekends.
I have some fantastic memories of them.
I met Eduardo in the early 1940s. Eduardo
stood out from all the others and he managed
to pass on to all of us his enthusiasm for the
“things” of the Lord, many of them were in fact
quite new and ahead of our time.

Since Eduardo had said it we had to do it, of
course. I must say that Eduardo and I have
never been what we could call “close friends”,
but in my opinion Eduardo has always been A
MAN OF FAITH. I have always been
impressed by Eduardo’s faith. because
watching him and seeing the results, what can I
say?

I was not present at the first Cursillo week-end
at Cala Figuera because I did not join the
Diocesan Council for the Youth branch of
“Catholic Action” until 1946. After that date I
took part in numerous week-ends as a leader or
a Rector, and I would like to especially
highlight two of those week-ends in which I
participated as a member of the Leaders Team
(Professors we called it at that time) with
Eduardo as the Rector: one is the first week-end
I attended as a leader and it took place at the
shrine of San Salvador (September 1946); the
second one was at San Honorato (January 1949)
and it was there that the week-ends started
being given a number (nº 1 for San Honorato
1949) and where the song “De Colores” was
sung for the first time.

With Eduardo making a big impact and half a
dozen brats (squirts) following his instructions
and advice the Cursillo Movement started to
grow and make its way.
Eduardo planted the seed there in Cala Figuera
and that seed evangelically developed
and
turned into a tree that is home to millions of
colourful birds that make up the result of what
Eduardo sowed, forming a shelter and a
mansion of happiness.

Shortly after finishing my studies I joined
Acción Católica- (Catholic Action) of which
Eduardo was the President at the time. I was
named as the person in charge of the “Study
Section” (1946) and for “Apostolado Castrense”
(Apostolate for people in the Army) (1948).

Eduardo is a man to admire. I admired him
because of his faith; I imagine that if Christ had
seen him on Lake Tiberias walking on the crest
of the waves of the raging sea He would have
said to him: “Eduardo, man of great faith, keep
walking on the waves and bring to me all these
troops of people who go behind you following
your teachings”.

Eduardo was the leader who would enthrall us
and launch us at point-blank range into
apostolic activities. I recall with emotion the
retreats and times shared with Eduardo.

Jesus also would probably have said to
Eduardo: “Man of great faith, keep sowing the
seed and you will see it turned into a leafy tree
11
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in which all the many Cursillistas who have
been and will be in the world will dwell and
live and find happiness.

wait to love them truly to take them to Cursillo,
then probably I could not take anyone.

This is the admiration that Eduardo causes in
me.

Friendship, friendship is human, it is possible
that with friendship I can speak the truth,
whether good or bad, but true, and the truth
has the power to give us inner freedom.

This is a personal idea of mine, my point is this:

We gave the name of “AGUILAS” (EAGLES) to
the soccer federation we set up. We managed to
gather many soccer teams. Newcomers would
bring others into the federation and quite a few
hundreds of “Cursillistas” resulted from that
experience.

Love, love is God, love is Christ, it is the Holy
Spirit, and someday we will reach that Love.
CONCLUSIONS.
As a Cursillista, I think the Cursillo Movement
has a unique method to bring people to Christ
in three days, and to keep them on the way
forever, and therefore my apostolic action,
tends to be a Precursillo. But not always. To
bring a person to Cursillo, should not depend
so much on our desire or our doubts, as on the
will of that person to perform an internal
search. Let us help him overcome his fears, but
let it be his enthusiasm that has the last word.
The Precursillo must be generous, humble and
full of common sense.

Eduardo has always been a model to all of us. I
am a bit worried now. I hope that now in
heaven Eduardo has got a good connection
with the Holy Trinity and, along with other
Cursillistas there, can pull some strings so that
with their help and our work here we manage
to get Cursillos developing in Mallorca and all
around the world the way Eduardo conceived
and structured them. The danger lies in the fact
that because of their great apostolic success
every ecclesiastical authority feels it his right to
appropriate Cursillo and modify it and do
everything their own way.

Generous, because everyone in the world is
loved by God, and as an apostle, I must show
it to one and all.

Cursillo does not have to change. If we go
down on our knees and set some time aside for
prayer and make some sacrifice or other,
Cursillo will remain the way Eduardo preached
and practised them, i.e. the way he wants his
Cursillos in Christianity to be.

Full of common sense, because this is what
will make it possible to adapt my Precursillo to
reality, to the circumstances of each person I
meet.
Humble, because the success of any Precursillo
is due to the Holy Spirit. Let us have faith in
our prayers, let our apostolic action flow, not to
hamper the Holy Spirit with our desire for
perfection, our doubts and discussions on the
method and Precursillo. Everything is much
easier, what matters is faith, our work only
requires handling things with tact, a little love
and a little work. The hardest part is the Lord's.

Guillermo was the Cursillista who introduced De
Colores to the Cursillo. Eduardo asked him to find
some ordinary folk songs to sing, the rest is history!!
**************************************************
Continued from page 9
One Cursillista said to me once "I'm not as good
as you", he was finding himself unable to "love”
the others. Just because we abuse the word
“love”. What a shame! Watch the words! The
goals should be possible and appear to be so.
Let us be humble in our offers to candidates
and with ourselves, we are not supermen.

De Colores.

I can pray for the candidates, and give them
friendship, I can wish them well, but if I have to
12
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE
COUNTRY


ATLANTIC


ATLANTIC,
Antigonish (Tri-Counties,
Cape Breton East,
Cape Breton West
Halifax,
St. John’s,
Charlottetown,
Yarmouth,
Yarmouth Valley.
Saint. John’



CENTRAL
Montreal English,
Spanish, Hungarian,
Korean
London,
Kent County/Chatham,
Peterborough, Toronto,
Hamilton, Timmins,
Ottawa, Thunder Bay,
Essex, Latin American



WESTERN,
Vancouver,
Nelson,
Calgary,
Edmonton,
Grouard-McLennan,
Native Cursillo,

CHARLOTTETOWN
My name is Leo Shea and I am the Lay Director for the Diocese of
Charlottetown, Catholic Cursillo Movement. This is my report for
the year ending April 2012 and represents my second year as Lay
in PEI. Even though we have suffered some disappointments over
the past year, we are still holding our own.
Secretariat
Our Secretariat had consisted of Lay Director, Past Lay Director
(one year term), Spiritual Advisor, Pre-Cursillo Coordinator, PostCursillo Coordinator, Secretary, Treasurer, Palanca Coordinator,
Cursillo Weekend Coordinator, and Special Events Coordinator.
This year we decided to create a new Assistant Lay Director
position on Secretariat to assist the Lay Director while in their last
year of the three year term. In that way, the Assistant will be
prepared when he/she takes over as Lay Director when the
current Lay Director departs. This is new to us but one we feel
worthy to try. We meet once a month with the exception of July
and August.
In addition to Secretariat, we have a communications manager David
Abbott who provides updates and messages to our community at large,
and a website manager, Betty Calagoure who keeps the information
current on that venue.
National Cursillo Conference -British Columbia 2011
I was not able to attend this conference due to cost associated with it.

Atlantic Conference September 2011
I attended the Atlantic Conference held in St. John’s NFLD last September of 2011. There were a total of
five of us attended from PEI, one being Ed McCarthy Past Chair of the ACCC and another being the
Atlantic Rep on CCCC, Arlene VanDiepen. Ed McCarthy actually presented one of the talks chosen by
ACCC, I believe with respect to the Cursillista after Cursillo.
St. John’s Cursillo should be commended for doing an excellent job with hosting the conference and their
hospitality was second to none. PEI nominated Leona McCarthy to a position on ACCC however were
not successful in the election process. We have since designated her to represent us as the Member at
Large on ACCC.
.
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building bridges from
coast to coast
From the comments received from the
remaining
two
Cursillistas,
they
were
disappointed with the information presented at
the conference and commented that there was
very little in the way of new information learned
at the conference. I would have to agree with
them in this regard.

Three members of Secretariat will be replaced at
our annual meeting scheduled for June. In
addition, we will be introducing our first
Assistant Lay Director at this time. We are in the
process of finding replacements as I write. I wish
to thank those outgoing members for all their
hard work and dedication to the movement here
in PEI.

Cursillo Fall Weekends 2011
Group Reunions and Ultreyas
Unfortunately we didn’t have enough
candidates to hold cursillo weekends this past
Fall and so both Men’s and Women’s weekends
had to be cancelled.

At present we have 13 active Group Reunions
within the Diocese. We have a Post Cursillo
position on Secretariat and we are working to
increase the numbers in this regard.

Spring Cursillo Weekends 2012
To this date, and to our disappointment, there
have been no local Ultreyas held throughout the
Diocese over the past year. Our new Post
Cursillo coordinator is working to bring
improvements in this area. Increasing the
number of local Ultreyas is a priority of
Secretariat and we hope to have a couple before
the end of this term. It is hoped that next year
will see a significant increase in this area.

We recently completed both men’s and women’s
Cursillo weekends where a total of 20 new
cursillistas were welcomed into the larger
community.
Because of the lateness for
candidate submissions, we were late getting
started and not able to hold our TEAM
Formation Workshop in preparation for same.
Even though our numbers were down from last
year, from the candidate sharing and witnessing
heard at the Sunday invasions, it was clear that
both weekends were indeed successes.
Additionally, it is reported that we already have
a number of candidates eager to make their
cursillo weekend in the Fall.

Conclusion
That’s my report from Prince Edward Island for
this past years activities. I am hoping to attend
this years conference being held in London,
Ontario
however
attendance
at
these
conferences can be expensive. We may have to
be satisfied with reports brought back from the
Chair of ACCC or our Atlantic Rep on National
Council who are attending.

Island Wide Ultreya
Our Island Wide Ultreya is scheduled for May 6 th
at St. Paul’s Parish in Summerside. We are
hoping for a large turnout as we did last year.

I trust you will find this report satisfactory for
your needs. We will continue to pray for the
success of both the National and Atlantic
Conferences and for the Cursillo movement
overall.

Announcements will be made to the community
regarding both the National conference to be
held in June at London, Ontario and the Atlantic
conference being held in September, hosted by
Miramichi N.B..

De Colores
Leo Shea, Lay Director, Charlottetown
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The Saint John area hosted a potato scallop and
ham dinner for which tickets were pre-sold. The
Fredericton/Oromocto area hosted a card party.
Both were very successful but we are still
rebuilding financially.

SAINT JOHN
Southern half of the Saint John Diocese
My name is Cheryl Maillet and I am a Co-Lay
Director for the Saint John Diocese (south).
Steve MacIsaac is the Co-Lay Director for the
northern half of the diocese and I would like to
thank him for his guidance, support and
listening ear.

We had a workshop on the Meditation and
Contemplation in Prayer.
This was well
attended and the evaluations indicate a thirst for
more. A lot of work, prayer and preparation
preceded this workshop and Sister Valerie,
Doug, Pam and Karen (School of Leaders) did
an awesome job.

I took over this position in June of 2011 and have
been working with a dedicated and
hardworking group of Cursillistas who have
proven over the year their dedication to
Cursillo. We have accomplished a great deal
working together.

We are presently looking at a Cursillo for
Cursillistas to help rejuvenate our Cursillistas
and hopefully from this go forward into the
planning for a weekend. One step at a time.

Our Secretariat consists of Father Michael
LeBlanc, Sister Valerie Owens (Spiritual
advisors), myself – Lay Director, Doug
Hubbard, Pam Taylor and Karen Johnston
(School of Leaders), Kathy Bridges – Secretary,
Peter Bourque – Treasurer, Pre-Cursillo – Shawn
& Rosemonde McGrath (applications), Susie
LeBlanc (palanca), Post-Cursillo – Ann Durant,
Sheila Hebert and Jean Donaldson (ultreya
directors – Saint John), Monica Rice, Francine
Jones
(ultreya
directors
–
Fredericton/Oromocto), Paul Maillet (supplies),
and Violet Whitney (recorder and email
committee). I have to personally thank each one
who said “yes” when I asked to fill a position.
We are one body, one body in Christ.

We have our ultreyas (Saint John) on the 1 st
Thursday of each month at St. Joachims, in Saint
John with average attendance of 15-20, and
(Fredericton/Oromocto) on the last Friday of the
month at St. Vincent de Paul in Oromocto with
average attendance of 5-10. We have had 4th day
talks, sharing and special speakers at our
ultreyas but I would be interested to hear what
other areas are doing at their ultreyas.
We are hosting the Grand Ultreya this year at St.
Anne’s Church in Saint John. This ultreya is
rotated yearly to each of the areas in the diocese
- Saint John, Fredericton and Miramichi. The
Miramichi is hosting the 2012 Atlantic
Conference
at
the
Morada
Resort
(www.morada.ca/web/picture-gallery/) and by
all reports it is a great venue – check it out!

Our Cursillo community was feeling the effects
of a decline in numbers, depletion of finances
and a need for spiritual growth, as some other
areas have. I attended the Atlantic Conference
in St. John’s, Nfld and the ACCC meeting in
Halifax and was very excited to find the joy,
support and interaction that were available to
help rejuvenate our community. Due to lack of
funds, I cannot attend the National Conference
in London, Ontario but will be attending the
Atlantic Conference in the Miramichi. My
personal goal was to pass on the information I
received at conferences/meetings to our
Secretariat to build on. To that end we set our
goals.

With prayer, focus, determination and faith we
move forward guided by the Holy Spirit into a
new year.
Decolores
Cheryl Maillet
Lay Director (south)
Saint John Diocese

From June 2011 – June 2012:
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ST. JOHN’S, NL

In December 2011 we had an Advent reflection
with guest speaker, Anne Walsh and in March
2012 a Lenten reflection with guest speaker
Father Leo English. Both spoke on evangelizing
Anne focused on our family and friends and
Leo on our broader environment. - Both of these
events were well attended and the topics were
very appropriate for Cursillo.

My name is Florence Harvey. I made my
Cursillo November 1985 in St. John's and I sat at
St. Cecilia's table.
I have been Lay Director since June 2010. Our
current Secretariat members are Father Leo
English - Spiritual Director, Florence Harvey Lay Director, Rose Edward Assistant Lay
Director, Betty Smith Treasurer, Irene Groves
Pre Cursillo and Cursillo Rep, Tom Hickey Post
Cursillo and Special Events Committee, Isabel
Croke - Secretary/Communications. At present
we have five active group reunions
.Approximately thirty people, two are women
only , one men only and two mixed. All groups
meet weekly.

Our phone tree continues to run well under the
care of Isabel Croke. She reaches us by email
and then we in turn phone Cursillistas who do
not have computer access. This is used for
prayer requests and for Cursillo news and
updates.
Later this month Isabel and Father Leo will
represent Cursillo at the Council of Priests
meeting. Isabel will give a presentation on the
Cursillo movement and give an overview of the
Cursillo method.

In St. John's we have weekly Saturday morning
Ultreyas from September to June and a monthly
Ultreya in July and August. Attendance
averages around thirty. The last Saturday of
each month we end Ultreya with a celebration
for the Cursillistas who have had birthdays that
month. We have a light lunch and birthday cake
and spend some extra time together.

We have a Women's weekend planned for
November 2011. Team selections and meetings
will start the end of August. We do follow the
Rainbow Book.
Florence Harvey
Lay Director, St John’s

The Burin Peninsula holds monthly Ultreya.
They average ten to fifteen people.

HALIFAX
Each summer we have a Grand Ultreya,
alternating between St. John's and the Burin
Peninsula. This year it is being hosted by the
Burin Peninsula Cursillistas on Saturday June
23.

My name is Gary McVeigh. I am the Lay
Director of the Halifax Cursillo Community. I
lived the 20th Men's Cursillo in Halifax. I sat at
St. Peter's table and we were called the 'towncriers'.

We also promote fellowship with our annual
Christmas dinner and dance. A very committed
group of Cursillistas prepare an excellent meal
which is followed by a dance. We look forward
to this each year.

Core Group/Secretariat Information
The Secretariat is part of the Core Group. It is
the Secretariat that carries out the decisions and
the directives that are made by the Core Group.
The Core Group and the Secretariat meet
together.

We have focused on the spiritual aspect of
Cursillo with our 5th Day Celebration and
reflection sessions. Fr. Leo English celebrated
mass in November 2011 for our 5th day
celebration..This year we remembered 3 of our
Cursillo friends who died last year and who are
now living their 5th Day .

Following the conference in Barrie in June of
2007, we developed our School of Leaders to
include not only a discussion group but also an
administrative group. The Administrative/Core
Group is the group of leaders who discuss the
Vision of Cursillo and the direction that our
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movement in Halifax is heading toward. It is
also the decision making body for our Cursillo
movement here in Halifax. The main purpose of
the Core Group is to review Ultreyas in order to
ensure that everything is going as it should and
to make suggestions as to how to improve what
is taking place.

The Ultreya seems to be a
environment for those who come.

supportive

Cursillo Weekends
We made a decision four years ago, not to have
Weekends so that we could work on
strengthening our Pre-Cursillo and our PostCursillo.
At the end of that period of time we had decided
that if the circumstances were right, then we
would have Weekends. The circumstances for
holding a Weekend would include , that a
Cursillista would have to be walking in
Friendship with a potential candidate over a
long period of time. Then, after prayer and
discernment, it was
decided by the
Friend/Cursillista and the Cursillo leadership,
that if the candidate would benefit from a
Weekend, then an invitation would be extended
to that person.

The Cursillo Community
The question has been raised here in Halifax as
to the vitality and viability of our Halifax
Cursillo Community. Is Cursillo still working
here in Halifax? Our Cursillo Community is
made up of people who made the earlier
Cursillos right up to the the most recent ones.
Some Ultreyas we had as few as 6 people. A
most recent one we were excited because there
were 18 people in attendance.
Group Reunion

As of now, the circumstances are still not right.
We will not be having Weekends in the
foreseeable future. We do not have enough
people who are active in Cursillo to be able to
form teams. So, we wait to see where the Holy
Spirit is leading us.

We have a number Group Reunions that are
considered to be active. Being active, for the
most part, does not seem to include being active
in School of Leaders and Ultreya.
Ultreya

Other Events
The Ultreya meets once a month. followed by a
short break for fellowship. We gather at 7o'clock
for 7:30 when the Ultreya begins..
The Ultreya agenda begins with Gathering
Music, the Prayer to the Holy Spirit,
announcements by the Lay Director.
The next part of our Ultreya is the sharing of
what the Holy Spirit has been doing in our lives
since the last Ultreya.
We do not choose a witness speaker. We
experienced a lot of difficulty trying to get
people to agree to give a witness talk. So, after
much prayer and discernment we decided that
we would invite anyone who felt called and
inspired by the Holy Spirit to stand before
fellow Cursillistas and to share what had been
happening in their lives.

Each year we have a Mass of Celebration to
remember those Cursillistas who have gone on
to their eternal rewards. This Remembrance
Mass (usually held in November) seems to
gather people.
This year we celebrated the 35th Anniversary of
the Cursillo Movement here in Halifax. We
began our day, Sunday April the 29th, inviting
people to gather at 2PM. We began the
celebration of Eucharist at 2:30. Following the
Eucharist, we had invited two people, a
gentleman who had lived the sixth Weekend
here in Halifax and a young woman who lived
her Cursillo Weekend more recently, to give a
short witness as to the significance Cursillo has
had in their lives. I gave a few announcements,
the main one was a brief explanation as to what
a Cursillo for Cursillistas is. This seemed to
generate quite a bit of interest. After the
witnesses and the announcements, we had a

The reaction seems to be that this model is
working well for us.
The reaction was positive. Our numbers have
increased.
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'food event'- a buffet consisting of sandwiches,
finger foods, tea and coffee. We also had an
Anniversary cake. There were around ninety
Cursillistas who took part in the celebrations.

Cursillo Community: The most vibrant Cursillo
communities are in central and south areas of
the diocese, Burlington and Kitchener.
We are attempting to involve the younger
Cursillistas in the movement but this is not easy
with so many other family activities taking
priority.

Future Events
Three members of our Core Group/Secretariat
will be attending the ACCC conference in the
Miramichi, the weekend of September 12th to
14th. The theme is Rekindling The Flame. This
theme is appealing to us because it gives us
hope that we may find ,at the Conference, some
sense as to what we may do here in Halifax, in
order to rekindle our flame of Cursillo. We are
also giving some serious thought to having a
Cursillo for Cursillistas probably in the Spring
of 2013.

School of Leaders: History: The School of
Leaders was re-established in 2008 following the
conference in Barrie which focused on School of
Leaders.
Currently: Because of the vast distance from one
end of the Diocese to the other, the monthly
School of Leaders is held in three different areas
covering the same topic for shared learning. On
the average between twenty to thirty attend
each school.

Respectfully submitted,
Gary McVeigh

CENTRAL

Ultreyas: There are several ultreyas throughout
the diocese. However some of these have very
reduced numbers and so are really group
reunions. Some ultreyas meet weekly with up to
fifty in attendance, some meet bi-weekly and
others monthly.

HAMILTON
Once again, on behalf of the Diocese of Hamilton
Cursillista family, I want to thank you, CCCC, for all
you do for the movement and for our fellow
Canadians. I admire your time, talents and treasures
you have given for us. We truly appreciate your
efforts.

We are attempting to support these ultreyas
whether large or small and promote the
Mallorcan model of Ultreya.
Group Reunions: There are many many group
reunions throughout the Diocese and this is
highly stressed at every opportunity.

Lay Director’s Information: This is my second
term as lay director for the Diocese of Hamilton
Cursillo Movement and have been promoting
the "Make a Friend, Be a Friend and Bring your
Friend to Christ" at all our gatherings.

Weekends: Weekends for men and women were
held in the Fall of 2011 and again in the Spring
of 2012 at the St. Ignatius Formation Centre in
Demerton Ontario. About 3 weeks after the
weekends, the new Cursillistas, team and their
sponsors are highly encouraged to attend the
4th day reunion. This is run like a School of
Leaders and reinforces the post Cursillo, group
reunions, ultreyas and the importance of
attending the School of Leaders.

Secretariat:






To continue to exemplify the Mallorcan
model of the weekend
To continue to strengthen the 4th day
segment of Cursillo
To build friendships and share learning
through the School of Leaders
Promote the attendance at the Ultreyas
To communicate with all Cursillistas
through our website, newsletter and
email service

We are attempting to have Spring weekends so
that in the Fall these new Cursillistas can attend
the School in preparation for leadership roles in
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the movement whether it be secretariat or the up
and coming teams.

Ass’t Spiritual Director Rev. Mr. Dennis
McDermott & Rev. Mr. Mike McBride
Lay Director
Randy Makarenko
Secretary
June Enger
Treasurer
Steve Scalzo
Pre-Cursillo Chair
Giles Boisvert
3 Day Chair
Currently Vacant
4th Day Chair
Currently Vacant
Palanca Chair
Oliver Piccinin
Newsletter Editor
Don Tribe

Grand Ultreya: June, 2011 at St. Joseph’s
Church, Guelph, Bishop Douglas Crosby,
celebrated mass followed by ultreya. This was a
great opportunity to meet our new Bishop, who
is a Cursillista and is very supportive of the
Cursillo Movement. There was a great
attendance and many from the Spanish Cursillo
community joined us. Everyone shared in group
reunion and a new Cursillista, who just
experienced her Cursillo a year ago gave the
witness with 2 people giving responses. Of
course, we included a potluck lunch.

DeColores!
Randy Makarenko
Lay Director

PETERBOROUGH

I look forward to attending the upcoming
conference in London, Ontario along with many
other active Cursillistas from the Diocese of
Hamilton for further learning and friendships.

The Peterborough Diocesan Cursillo Movement
has been in a dry space for awhile. Our
Secretariat has been non-functioning for the past
year. Last June, the School of Leaders made a
decision to postpone further weekends and
focus on renewing our Movement. To that end,
we began our renewal by holding the Central
Canada
Regional
Conference,
entitled
'Embracing Our Roots'. All groups in the Central
Region were invited. We were grateful to Bernie
Reilander and Marg Weber for their support.
Talks were given by Bernie, Marg and Kevin.
The weekend was enthusiastically received.

De Colores and humbly submitted,
Kim Jones

THUNDER BAY
My name is Randy Makarenko and I made my
Cursillo in 1997 at Quetico Centre and I sat at St.
Thomas Table. I have been Lay Director for the
Diocese of Thunder Bay Cursillo since
September 2006.

We have been meeting the first Monday of each
month, rotating between Ultreya and School of
Leaders. The focus of our School has been to
study Eduardo's writings to better understand
the beginnings of our Movement by getting to
know the founder. We began with 'Signs of
Hope'. The response has been disappointing.
The same few people continue to attend the
School, but there aren't enough to lead a
weekend. An 'Evaluation Form' has been
distributed, which we'll use to decide our future
plans. We look forward to the National
Conference in London, ON.

This past year has been one of ongoing
development and growth in the Diocese of
Thunder Bay Cursillo.
We continue to promote the Cursillo and reach
out to those who would benefit from attending
the Weekend.
To that end, we will hold a Men’s Cursillo
Weekend on Sept 13-16/12 and a Women’s
Cursillo Weekend on Sept 27-30/12. Both of the
Weekends will be held in Thunder Bay.

Respectfully submitted
Adele Hopkins

Our Secretariat Members are:
Spiritual Director
McEachern

Rev. Mr. Howard
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the “Foundational Charism” The two days
included presentations by Dennis and Diane,
prayer, singing and of course lots of discussion.

WESTERN
NELSON

We do our best to keep in touch with the
Cursillistas. For approximately nine years now,
we have been sending monthly announcements
via email, we have approximately three hundred
and fifty Cursillistas in our database. More
recently the e-mails are in the form of a
newsletter and include reminders about Ultreya,
witnessing, prayer requests and other
information. Our Secretariat is still in the
process of learning more about the Foundational
Charism of the movement and the best way to
implement any changes felt necessary compared
to our old way.

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ:
We write to you to forward our annual report on
activities within the Diocese of Nelson in British
Columbia.
Our Secretariat began holding Cursillos in the
early 1970s and Cursillos have been held each
year for almost forty years. Our Secretariat is an
active one, holding a Secretariat Meeting once
per month.
This spring we hosted two Cursillo weekends
one each for men and women. We hold our
weekends at the Seton House of Prayer in
Kelowna. The weekends followed more closely
the guidelines we had studied and utilized
much smaller teams, with leaders giving more
than one talk. The weekends followed more
closely the guidelines we had studied. The new
format was reported to feel more relaxed and
gave more time for personal interaction with
candidates.

We send to you our thoughts and prayers that
the movement may be doing well on a national
level.
Your brother in Christ,
Les Symes
Chairman

Our Ultreyas continue on a monthly basis both
in Kelowna and in Summerland (25 miles apart).
We meet on the first Thursday of every month at
St. Charles Garnier Church in Kelowna and the
second Thursday of every month at Holy Child
Parish in Summerland. Car pooling is offered to
any Kelowna residents that would like to attend
the Summerland Ultreya. Our Ultreya format
includes singing, group reunion, prayer and
either a spiritual direction or witness talk. Our
Ultreyas attract between 10 and 20.

NEWS FROM CCCC
Please note, effective immediately, CCCC has a
new mailing address.
It is:

We cancelled our regular Saturday School of
Leaders because of lack of interest and
attendance and are currently working on format
and content for 2 - four week sessions each year.

CCCC
PO Box 23066
Shoppers Westend PO
Vernon, BC V1T 9L8

Last Fall we held a “Re-connect” weekend at
Seton House of Prayer and invited Dennis and
Diane Coates to present their experiences of
Cursillo and the move to clarify our own
movement in the light of what we understand as

Our website address has also changed, only
slightly. It is www.cursillocanada.org
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LETTER TO THE CURSILLISTAS
OF THE
ARCHDIOCESE OF BUENOS AIRES
The following is a letter from our newly elected Pope Francis I when he
was Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio, Archbishop of Buenos Aires, to the
Cursillistas of the Archdiocese (June 13, 2011, Feast of Mary, Mother of
the Church). Although it is addressed specifically to the Cursillistas of
Argentina, its message is one of hope and encouragement to Cursillistas
everywhere.
My dear Cursillistas:
"The good seed are the children of the kingdom." (Mt. 13:38)
As we approach the celebration of the feast of Saint Paul, your
patron and model of how to live "de colores", we give thanks to God
for all the fruits that the Cursillos in Christianity Movement has
generously given the Church.
Your service of proclaiming Christ by being his witnesses in your
everyday environments, is an embodiment, a concrete renewal of
the Baptism that we have received in Him and makes you disciples
and missionaries of the Word, as this was expressed in the Dogmatic
Constitution on the Church: " Through their baptism and
confirmation all are commissioned to the apostolate by the Lord
Himself" (Lumen Gentium no. 33).

MATTERS
SPIRITUAL

I write to you conscious of the challenge that today's society
presents to the enculturation of the Gospel; but I trust that your
audacity and apostolic fervour - born of a personal encounter with
self and with Christ - will lead you to make history for the good of
all. So that, many brothers and sisters, marginalized or not, who
live on the fringe may feel embraced by the love of Jesus.
To be a pilgrim in our City means not becoming comfortable, but to
be open to life and to pay attention to what is happening in our
heart - like a good Samaritan confronted with the difficult
circumstances of so many brothers and sisters.
It is necessary that the Cursillos in Christianity Movement, through
the participation of everyone, continue its journey of pastoral
conversion as proposed at Aparecida (Cf. 5th General Conference
of the Bishops of Latin America and the Caribbean, "Disciples and
Missionaries of Jesus Christ")
As Cursillistas living through difficult times you need to ask God
for the Grace to have many candidates, to have an ongoing
precursillo, so as not to fall into the hopelessness that paralyzes and
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causes anguish. The gift of the Kerigma that you
received in your Cursillo sends you on mission
as proposed by the tripod of piety, study and
action.

Today more than ever we need your presence so
that many families may encounter the
transcendent love of Christ - a new and greater
dimension of human love.

As an Archdiocesan Church, we need the unity
of all in Christ, so that He, and only He may
reign in our hearts and we may thus be able to
recognize him like the disciples on the road to
Emmaus.

Today more than ever we need you and your
witness at the Ultreyas, so as to go "onward", to
go beyond, in the proclamation and experience
of the Kerigma.
I ask that you pray for me. May Jesus bless
you and Our Lady, Mother of Divine Grace,
keep you.
Affectionately,
Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio SJ, Archbishop
of Buenos Aires
(Published by Agencia Informativa Católica
Argentina)

In thanking you for your journey as a Cursillista,
I ask you not to stop renewing your apostolic
zeal and dedication and that of your brothers
and sisters in your Group Reunion before Jesus
in the Eucharist.

Symbol of humility

Today more than ever we need that your
nearness in the environments be a source of
light and joy for so many brothers and sisters
who do not yet know that God is a Father who
loves them tenderly.
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FROM EDUARDO
The Eduardo Bonnin Aquila Foundation (FEBA) publishes a newsletter and this is found on the FEBA website. The
Mallorcan leaders who give their time to work in the Foundation are gradually making the website available in
English. The newsletter is going to be one of the resources available to us in the English speaking world. The
following is the first half of an article that will be published on the website shortly. We have permission from FEBA
to reproduce this article in Fully Alive. This is the conclusion of the article by Eduardo Bonnin that was begun in
the last issue of Fully Alive.

fruit that it gives rise to- is that the Gospel has
rarely been lived out in normality, but it seems
that throughout history those who tried to live it
out, always tried to create a reality out of
normality. What Cursillo aims at is to
Christianize the normal way of life, distorting
life as little as possible. So, if we “shut away”
people for three days in an isolated place, it is
not to get them to see and feel things as we see
and feel them, but to help them learn how to live
their lives in a Christian way; after having lived
Christian life in such a real, intense, human and
attractive way, and to help them try to gradually
give people, facts, events and things, the sense
that God, through an alive and contagious
Christ, is giving them.

Whoever goes to a Cursillo weekend is not
absorbed by the Cursillo Movement, because the
Movement is neither an organization nor an
association which the Cursillista has to be part
of. Therefore, more than programming a
Cursillista to do a specific task in the Church or
for the Church, it is a question of equipping
them with a meaningful horizon, with a
framework of orientation and a real, personal
and human goal, so that they can feel part of the
Church in their world. This horizon, this
framework and this objective that, provided
they utlilize their enthusiasm, dedication and
spirit of charity, is normally found in the three
days of the weekend, will take definite shape
and strengthen over time and through the life of
Group Reunions and the weekly attendance at
what we call Ultreya: the reunion of the group
reunions.

This makes people who live away from the faith,
feel they cannot help but feel challenged by
those seeking to make Christ the centre of their
life and the guide for their existence. From the
distance, the true belief of others, makes them
realize that, it is impossible for nothing to have
meaning, and, as they get closer, they are
starting to realize the possibility that everything
has a meaning, until they get to discover that for
themselves, if they really try to be themselves,
they may gradually be giving the world the
sense that it is God The meaning is the orbit of
every person and of everything serving their full
and genuine purpose.

The first, the Group Reunions: the reality of life
shared in friendship, help to centre them and
tune and hone their life in its personal
dimension. And the second, the Ultreya: the
circumstance that makes it possible for the best
of each one to reach as many as possible; it
paves their way into the community aspect.
The purpose of all this is not meant for the
purpose of getting his/her consent to become a
member or to join Cursillo, but rather it is
offered to him/her to help them to gradually
discover their freedom in Christ in their
particular circumstances and to use it at all times
from Cursillo, within their circumstance from
this point forward.

Cursillo is a method to enable the knowledge,
the firm belief, the experience and the
coexistence of what we have been calling what is
fundamental to being Christian the joyful reality
that Christ reveals to us: that we are loved by
God. This fact enables us to love Him, to love
others and to love the world. Cursillo is a

One of the aspects that Cursillo aims to heighten
most, one of the things that Cursillo wants to
emphasize most, is to make people realize - with
the hope of accessing the enormous amount of
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method and a life. As a method Cursillo is at the
service of truth, as a life it engenders a
Movement. A Movement that, when it is not
deflected from its vital orbit, which stems from
the impulse of its motivation: the encounter with
Christ, flows through its focus on to its purpose:
friendship with Christ, it triggers a progressive
process that will ferment the person and,
through the person, the environment in which
s/he is inserted.

people who know how to incarnate the criteria
of Christ into the human reality of today.
People today could be divided into three
groups: people who boast, people who
consume, and people who assume.

Each one of the three parts of Cursillo: PreCursillo, Cursillo and Post-Cursillo corresponds
to an intended purpose:

And precisely that, to be able to assume, is one
of the most pressing and even fascinating tasks
in the world today. To be able to assume the
quantity of good there is within the many
circumstances that we call bad circumstances,
just like that, because we do not know how to
take advantage of the lesson, the experience and
the message that they undoubtedly contain deep
down.

There are a few who boast because they feel they
"can" do it. Almost all the rest of us consume,
because most of the time we feel the need to.
And there are few who know how to assume.

The Pre-Cursillo, to facilitate the active and
effective search -both individually and
collectively- of what is fundamental to being
Christian.
The Cursillo weekend: to provide a full, real
and communal encounter of each person with
what is fundamental to being Christian. and
The Post-Cursillo: to give the perennial, evergrowing, sense of Church, of what is
fundamental to being Christian.

It seems that in these times Christ needs, even
more than men of Church, He needs a Church of
men, of men who, feeling they are (part of the)
Church and are united to it by their strength of
will and the power of grace, learn how to
assume the good there is in the bad, in the most
real reality of every person, of every event and
every situation.

To ensure that each of the above mentioned
parts fulfills their precise function, and that all
parts are willing and ready at all times, we
count on the School of Leaders and the Cursillo
Secretariat.

When the Cursillo Movement is moved by the
strength and momentum of what is fundamental
to being Christian, lived out by those who live
the Cursillo, hardly any professionalized people
emerge from it, people who dedicate themselves
to what we might call "apostolic urbanism",
organizing things and tasks for other people to
develop. We know quite well that the teaching,
training and orientation which are not witnessed
to by one’s own life, on the very field where life
is lived, thankfully are of no use to the man of
today.

The purpose of all this explains the reality of
Cursillo. The foregoing – we do not claim it to
be all-embracing -, is broadly the path of what
we have called in this paper the live nerve of our
Movement.
A tranquil observation of reality leads us to
conclude that, often, more attention is paid to
the adjectival part of Christianity than to its
nuclear part, to its core, to its substance and
essence.

Sometimes it may have been the case, certainly
out of ignorance or lack of practicing Cursillo’s
mentality, that rather than guiding the new
“Cursillistas” toward having an impact on their
world, to which they return after their weekend
to live their own life, are given another quest
now, they have been denatured in their reality
and "tamed" to a degree that they can be suitable
for use -without a word of complaint- among

More than trying to gather a mass like a troupe
of actors to keep carrying on practicing the same
usual standards, without excluding anybody,
Cursillo, aims at creating the possibility that
Christ may count on people who know how to
apply the Christian criteria to today’s events,
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the board of directors in associations dedicated
to "doing-the usual-good-in-the –usual -good way."

weekend, attention is preferentially absorbed by
the interest with which someone wants to follow
the reaction of someone else whose life interests
him/her more than all the others. All this is
perfectly natural and that’s why it is so difficult
that the vital encounter with oneself occurs,
which is the encounter that will give efficacy to
the other encounters.

Others have been looking for new people for
Cursillo, only within the area of the pious life,
trying to achieve the same end as the first, but
with less conflict. By doing so, they have
exhausted the quarry very soon, which not
infrequently has resulted in lowering the target,
looking for second-rate incentives to fill the
positions available.

Everything that Cursillo offers after the
weekend: Ultreya, School of Leaders Cursillo of
Cursillos, is best carried out in a mixed plan,
because life is mixed. We want to insist and
make it quite clear that what goes against the
essence of Cursillo, is not the fact that the
weekends be mixed or not, but that the fact of
being mixed may hinder and prevent the deep
meeting with oneself happening, in the depths
of him/herself, which is the pivot where
everything converges and from where
everything starts that Cursillo aims to achieve
and the way to achieve what it does; because it
is all about bringing about the conversion of the
person, that is, making it possible that human
freedom meets with the Spirit of God.

When these situations have become chronic,
sometimes the organizers have resorted to
substitutes for the genuine Cursillo, and among
them, the mixed-Cursillo weekend – a mixture
of Cursillos- which, though in many occasions
they might have been good, they have, not
infrequently, served also to illustrate the great
difference
between
good
and
best.
Cursillo, more than anything else, and certainly
the most important, is a deep-level meeting of
each person with him/herself, his/her
brothers/sisters and with Christ. You might be
surprised by the order of this list of meetings,
which is not of course supremacy, but the desire
and intention to emphasize the importance of
having the deep encounter with oneself as the
first of the three, as this is the structure and the
only space where the other two meetings can
take place to achieve the aim pursued.

The fact of holding Cursillo weekends while
ignoring its mentality, has caused in many
places, and with the best of intentions, the
anarchic proliferation of Cursillo, moving
people to apply the method in a passionate and
sacrificial way, but at an astronomical distance
from Cursillo’s “Why” and “What for”. This has
been the reason that in many places thousands
of ways of making Cursillo weekends have been
invented, and most painful of all is that they
have called them Cursillo (weekends) without
them being so. What Cursillo has become in
some places, is reminiscent of the anecdote that
happened in a famous football club:

The encounter with others, without having met
with oneself first, produces a strenuous activism
that, sooner or later, reaches its highest point
and then fades away.
The encounter with Christ without first having
had a deep encounter with oneself, will lead to
intemperate and fraying "mystical ecstasies" that
will hinder communication with others.
In short, in Cursillo everything converges to a
personal conversion, a bias toward life's true
values.

It is said that this club had among its members
men who owned the largest fortunes in the
country. The net income of the club was huge,
but instead of spending their considerable
wealth in a most effective way: the signing of
football stars, preparation and training of their
players…, they decided to make the goals and
nets of their stadium with gold, and if they did
not make gold balls it was not for lack of desire,
but because they realized that this would hurt
the players.

To have a deep encounter with oneself
necessarily requires a temporary detachment
from the people and environments in which we
operate daily. Now, when boys and girls, men
and women, married or dating couples, single
men and women, are present at a Cursillo
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But the story does not end here, because the
desire that their team would stand out over the
other was so strong that they agreed that instead
of eleven players they would put twenty-four on
the field, instead of two goals they would have
eight, and five referees, not just one. So, in the
end, after such brilliant initiatives, they
confused their staff and scared away the fans.
In summary, Cursillo, that was thought out to
ferment life and therefore history, is sometimes
used to keep conformism, approaches,
standards and attitudes that fortunately Vatican
II had already knocked out.
Those of us who were young (youths) in the
1940s, keep praying to God that the Cursillo
Movement, continues to spread throughout the
world, but without losing its identity, which can
only happen if it remains faithful to its roots. We
also ask God to help Cursillo extend and nimbly
move its branches to make, with His help, the
Good News of His kingdom, reach as many
people as possible.

Questiion posed to Eduardo in the book Apprentice Christian.
What, in your judgment, are the most important commitments of a
Christian?
Eduardo. I do not believe that to be Christian requires commitments.
What is created is freedom in the face of the mystery.
It is other people that want to commit a Christian in order to make him
obey. That is why, now, I do not seek commitments. At times I have had
to, because of ignorance, because I did not know my limits. Nowadays I
know we should believe only that which we cannot come to know.
Apprentice Christian will be available from the Resoource Centre in July
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