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“I invite all Christians everywhere,
at this very moment, to a renewed
personal encounter with Jesus
Christ, or at least an openness to
letting him encounter them; I ask
all of you to do this unfailingly each
day.”
An excerpt from the first Encyclical of Pope Francis entitled The Gospel
of Joy. Signed simply Francis.
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OFFICERS’ CORNER
Cursillo came to Canada over a half-century ago
and much has happened this year to mark it as
being exceptional. As 2013 quickly draws to a
close and Advent prepares us for Christmas, I
am in awe of all that has been accomplished
during these past twelve months. Meeting
monthly through Skype conference calls and in
person, the resource and service work that is the
mandate of CCCC's officer group seemed to
gain momentum as the year progressed.
Preparing for two major conferences added to
an already significant 'to do' list but the work
also brought much reward as it always does.

service to the group and to the Cursillstas of
Canada. She is always the 'consummate
cursillista',
living
her
apostolate
with
enthusiasm every moment. Although no longer
a serving Officer, Marg will continue to assist
the CCCC by acting as the Conference
Coordinator for the annual CCCC conferences.
Replacing her in Central Region is Diane Coates,
no stranger to national and international
gatherings, who brings with her a long and
impressive experience with the Toronto Cursillo
Movement. After many years as Spiritual
Advisor to the CCCC, Fr. Syd Mifflen stepped
down and Fr. Pat O'Meara will continue in this
role. We have been blessed to have had two
priests to advise the officers group for several
years. Fr. Syd's expertise in matters Cursillo had
him involved in many projects and publications
and was instrumental in developing the new
Spiritual Advisors Manual.

The theme and content of the July national
conference at Cape Breton University in Sydney,
Nova Scotia, focused on the Conversations which
have given us so much more understanding of
our Movement—from something superficial to
the heart of the charism, more fully able to be
the Good News. The summer conference
emphasized the importance of studying the
messages of the three Mallorcan conferences
where the charism of Cursillo has been so
thoroughly explored and explained. As the
Vatican has recently given more recognition to
Cursillo's significant contribution to the new
evangelization, this was highlighted at this
conference in the light of the Conversations, as
was a cornerstone of the Method, Christianity in
Action. The long-anticipated publication,
Eduardo Bonnín An Apprentice Christian, was also
available for the first time at the conference.
More than 100 delegates from across the
country, as well as many local cursillistas,
provided an environment for friendship and
sharing to flourish, and where the hospitality of
Cape Breton was thoroughly enjoyed. Even the
spirit of Rita MacNeil made an appearance!

Bernie Reilander and Arlene vanDiepen with
Miguel Sureda, Ramon Rosello and Loren
Marian from Mallorca
Three members of our national secretariat
(Sheelagh Winston, Arlene vanDiepen and
Bernie Reilander) were able to attend the VII
World Encounter in Brisbane, Australia from
November 20-24. Organized by the Australian

The Sydney conference also marked the end of
terms for two members of the Officers' Group.
Marg Weber, from Waterloo, completed four
years as officer to the Central Region in her
3
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Executive Committee of the OMCC (the world
body for Cursillo), cursillistas from around the
world, particularly the many national
secretariats from the four international Cursillo
groups of the OMCC (Asia-Pacific, European,
Latin American and North AmericanCaribbean) as well as a large number of local
Australian cursillistas from around the region,
met for almost four days to share experiences
and renew friendships. The gathering of almost
200 delegates took place at St. Leo's College, part
of the University of Queensland. Much of the
focus was on the approval of the OMCC statutes
at the request of the Vatican's Pontifical Council
for the Laity and the third revision of the
Fundamental Ideas book which has been a
monumental undertaking requiring much study,
dialogue, travel, patience, openness and respect,
to use Sheelagh's words. (Sheelagh has been
serving on the Fundamental Ideas Revision
Commission). Canada's hope was that more
time would be spent on a more accurate content,
but those that wanted to get the publication to
the writing stage prevailed. The new book
however, while not perfect,
will be much better than what
was before.
Over the course of the
Encounter, there were reports
from the heads of the
international groups about the
Cursillo activity in their
regions. It was encouraging to
hear about Cursillo's reach in
every part of the world and to
appreciate that we are all
connected to a truly worldwide Movement.

as cursillistas and Christians is maintained by
authentic friendship—walking with our friends.
Fr. Adrian Farrelly, spiritual advisor of the
OMCC executive, gave a stirring talk on the
closing words of the Eucharistic Prayer showing
that it is 'through Him' in prayer and the
sacraments that we meet and know the Father,
that it is 'with Him' in Jesus' on-going presence
as he walks with us and 'in Him' we are a
Eucharistic people and as such we are the
'Eucharist' for others. We must be firm in our
understanding of our connection to the
Eucharist as cursillistas. “The Christ in me greets
the Christ in you”.

The final rollo, by Spain's Alvaro Martinez
Moreno (Cordoba), stressed knowing the
charism in order to live it, a notion recently
made more significant by the Vatican's
recognition of our charism. At the heart of the
charism is God's love, life and grace – these
establish our mentality and shape our
Movement and is why study of the charism is so
important.
We
should rejoice in our
Cursillo charism –
our unique gift from
the Holy Spirit that
gives us a clear and
practical method to
evangelize the Good
News
through
friendship.
The
latter two talks are
included later in this
edition of Fully
Alive.
Arlene van Diepen with Fr. Tony Martin
From Sri Lanka and a delegate from
Germany

On the last evening
of the Encounter, a
National Ultreya was celebrated with many
more local cursillistas joining the group to mark
50 years of Cursillo in Australia – an
anniversary they share with Canada! Hosted by
the Australian National Secretariat, there were a
number of moving witness talks, sharing and
music.

Also presented were three key
presentations which developed the theme of the
VII World Encounter, 'Friendship – Through Him,
With Him, In Him, -- The Heart of the Charism'.
Local cursillista, Kathy Nix, spoke about
Friendship, the pillar of Cursillo – the truly
unique centre of the Cursillo Method. She
explained that friendship's true power is not a
manipulative means to bring persons to Christ
but rather an environment where it is allowed to
happen. Vitality in our moment and in our lives

Yvonne Carrigan, President of the OMCC,
addressed the Encounter on the final day,
paying tribute to all that had been accomplished
4
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in the past four years and honouring those
whose hard work and dedication had made it
happen. As a final 'act', there was a symbolic
'handover' to the new OMCC executive in
Europe (Portugal) who will take over in the new
year.

While at the World Encounter we were
saddened to learn of the sudden passing of
Debborah O'Shea of Vancouver. Debborah's
contribution to Cursillo both locally and
nationally knew no bounds! She served as an
officer on the national secretariat from 2003 to
2010 and continued, even with her health
declining, to provide the valuable service of
order filling for the CCCC Resource Centre. She
will be deeply missed.

There were numerous special and unique
moments during the course of the VII World
Encounter, where I can say, without doubt, the
love of God was clearly evident and alive in so
many friendships. A permanent memory for me
will be the sight of two Spanish cursillistas
embracing each other in true friendship for the
first time, having never before spoken to one
another because of their differences. “The Christ
in me greeting the Christ in you”.

Bernie Reilander
This issue of Fully Alive is a double issue. Due
to circumstances beyond our control and our
attendance at the World Encounter, life has been
busier than usual. Editor

Debborah O’Shea - In Loving Memory
September 14th, 1938 – November 19th, 2013
At Ultreya we share in small groups and then
later come together as a large assembly to hear a
witness talk in which the speaker shares some
aspects of their faith life and perhaps some
challenges and successes along the journey. This
passage from Isaiah sums up the
witness of Debborah’s life: “Though
young men faint and grow weary, and
youths stagger and fall, they that hope in
the Lord will renew their strength, they
will soar as with eagles’ wings, they will
run and not grow weary, walk and not
grow faint.” Debborah’s life, each day,
was a witness to how she lived her
faith through the Cursillo charism. Her
life serves as a shining witness in our
community, for she walked the talk
faithfully, and with joy, to the very
end.

striking about Debborah is not the long list of
her contributions to the Cursillo movement, but
rather who she was, and manner in which she
served. She radiated a love that infused her
words, gestures, eyes and smile. Debborah lived
as one fully aware that she
was loved by God. The
narrative of Debborah’s
fourth day journey is written
indelibly on the hearts of
those who knew her. The
inscription
is
bold,
enthusiastic and graceful for
it is written in the language
of love.
The witness talk is followed
by one or two responses
from people who affirm the
witness given. There is a
multitude in our Vancouver
Archdiocese
community
who could stand up now
and speak in response to Debborah’s life
witness. These would include young and old,
men and women, longstanding Cursillistas and
those who lived their Cursillo weekends more
recently. Others who could also speak in
response are parishioners of St Joseph the

Debborah lived her Cursillo weekend
in Vancouver in 1985, and thereafter
never looked back. She lived her fourth
day naturally and passionately with authenticity
and zeal. She never grew weary in service to
those to whom God sent her. Debborah served
on Secretariat in various roles for several years
and was a CCCC officer for seven years. What is
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Worker, Debborah’s parish community, and
they would include the many young people she
encountered through the parish religious
education
program
where
she
taught
confirmation classes for many years.

her beautiful heart, with profound tenderness
and love, for a long while.
Debborah’s life witness will remain steadfast
and linger within us. We thank you Debborah
O’Shea, beloved of God! Rest in peace now, our
dear friend. In due time, we shall meet again as
our journeys continue forward. Ultreya!

Debborah had the gift of forming a special and
intimate bond with each person she came to
know, and when she talked and shared with
each of us, it was as though there was no one
else who held her attention at that moment in
time. On a number of occasions I heard
Debborah say, with both humility and certainty,
“I know the gift that God has given me. He has
given me a big and loving heart, and for
everyone I meet there is a special place for them
within it.” It seems that as she loved each one of
us in her unique and special way, the Lord sent
more and more people to fill her heart.

Thanks be to God!
Lynette Barreto
(…….one of many, in response to the witness of
a life lived for the glory of God)
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
This beautiful testament to Debborah can be
endorsed by every Officer to CCCC who served
with Debborah on the Officer’s Group. She
brought a spirit of love and cheerfulness to all
our meetings and was always there to assist if
any one of us needed help. She was also one to
whom we could turn for prayers for special
intentions and for wise counsel when things got
rough as they sometimes do.

We, the many who could speak in response to
Debborah’s life witness, gathered together for
her funeral Mass on November 30th. We
celebrated her life’s witness, shared our
presence, tears, smiles, hugs and memories and
attested to the passing of one whom we love and
will miss greatly. Sidney, who with immense
dedication and love, had the privilege of caring
for Debborah throughout her illness, expressed
his sentiments in this way on the day of her
passing, “Debborah was a beautiful and kind
woman with a heart that welcomed us all in, to
experience the love of Jesus. She cared for and
loved you all.”

For the past several years Debborah has also
taken care of the invoicing of supplies requested
and shipped to the diocesan movements. Even
in this she shared her love and affection with
those she needed to contact. She and Sidney
were faithful attendees at our annual
conferences, bringing all the supplies and
overseeing
the
registrations.
She
was
disappointed to the point of tears when she
could not attend the conference in Sydney this
year and the Officers missed her presence.

During the commissioning ceremony at the end
of a CCCC national conference we raise up high
our lighted candles and sing with enthusiasm:
“Here I am Lord, is it I Lord, I have heard you
calling in the night. I will go Lord, where you
lead me, I will hold your people in my heart.”
Debborah fulfilled these words throughout her
longstanding commitment to the Vancouver
Cursillo community and to Cursillistas across
Canada and beyond. She also carried this light
to the many people she encountered on her life’s
journey. She did not stagger or tire on the long
and winding road, even as the path became
tortuous, more challenging and harder to
navigate. Debborah heard the Lord’s call,
responded to it faithfully, and held us gently in

The CCCC Officers thank God for the gift of
Debborah’s life of service to the Cursillo
Movement in Canada. Go in peace dear friend,
you taught us much and will be forever in our
hearts.
Bernie
Arlene
Diane
John
Fr. Pat
Marg
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ESSAY
“ESSAY” is a column, in which the talks and reflections from Cursillo leaders around the country (and abroad) can be shared
with the larger audience. Hopefully these ‘essays’ will provide the basis for further discussion. If anyone cares to respond, please
feel free to send your commentary to Fully Alive. While these essays are subject to editing for space, clarity and subject, they do
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the CCCC.
The following is the presentation delivered by Fr Adrian Farrelly, Spiritual Advisor to the OMCC at the recent VII World
Encounter in Brisbane, Australia

THROUGH HIM, WITH HIM AND IN HIM
As I thought of your journeying to this country,
many perhaps for the first time (please raise
your hands if this is your first visit – I hope you
can see something of the rugged beauty of this
vast land), I thought of what Pope Francis said
about his election as bishop of Rome, that the
cardinals had to go to the ends of the earth to
find the one they wanted in this office in the
Church. I pray that this Encounter will be what
the Cursillo three days focuses on; an encounter
with self, with Christ and with others.

prayer and our commitment to live it. At the
invitation to Holy Communion the presider
will be even more explicit when he says once
again, holding the food and drink transformed
by the Spirit before our eyes: Behold the Lamb
of God, behold Him who takes away the sins of
the world, blessed are those called to the
supper of the Lamb. We Catholics need to be
more fervent than many of our more
fundamentalist brothers and sisters who are
very fervent in their proclamation of Jesus as
their personal Lord and Saviour in our
profession of the presence of Christ in our
midst.

The title of this presentation: “Through Him,
with Him and in Him” takes us to the heart of
our faith, our identity and how our world, the
environments we live in and influence will only
find happiness and fulfilment they long for.
Our movement is a movement of the Church
and the Church operates like a sacrament
making Christ present. What we say in prayer
expresses how we conform ourselves more and
more to Christ. I want to unpack the words of
the title to see more clearly who a Christian is
and in doing that, who a Cursillista is.

The presider is not saying think about Christ.
He is saying: “here in our midst is Christ, Ecce,
agnus dei.” If ever people ask us where can we
find Christ, invite them to Mass and say “here
he is”. This is the one who, after the
resurrection, cooked breakfast on the shore of
the Sea of Galilee, Lake Tiberias; come and have
breakfast. This reality, of course, has profound
implications for us who celebrate Eucharist,
how we act, think, speak, sing but more of that
later.

The words “Through Him, with Him and in
Him” in Latin “per ipsum, et cum ipso et in
ipso” are very familiar as they are words we
hear at every celebration of the Eucharist. The
setting is the conclusion of the Eucharistic
prayer. The presider holds the sacred elements
before us, the consecrated bread and wine and
makes a profession of faith speaking to us of
Jesus present in our midst. Christ’s faithful
affirm the faith with the Amen they proclaim.
The intensity of the proclamation by the people
can vary but we need to ensure that this is a
“great Amen” and sounds like a great Amen.
We are affirming what has been said in the

Blessed John Paul II at the third World Ultreya
in Rome in July 2000 saw in us, Cursillistas, an
answer to the question asked by Pope Paul VI
at the first World Ultreya: “Can the Gospel still
win over the mature person in urban and rural
cultures?” Our presence in the world is a
resounding “Yes” to that question. The Pope
continued by saying that we transform the
world by becoming new men and women. We
know that experientially as we recall our own
transformation which happened perhaps when
we lived our three days or at some other time.

7
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When we have been won over by Christ, when
we change, the environments in which we live,
by necessity, have to contend with us
transformed. Our primary focus is always each
person. They are loved by God but may not be
aware of that reality, or been touched deeply by
it. Whenever an individual realizes in the depth
of their being that God loves them then they
change.

gloriam – for the greater glory of God – we
were told the acronym stood for. Without
telling us, or at least I cannot remember their
informing us, they took the phrase from St
Ignatius Loyola who instructed his fellow
Jesuits and fellow travellers to seek God in all
things. Only with God always in mind do we
have a true perspective on ourselves, our lives
and our world.

Pope Francis when Archbishop of Buenos Aires
said in a letter he wrote to Cursillistas: “I am
well aware of the difficulties that present
themselves while trying to insert the Gospel
into our society and also very well aware of
your boldness and apostolic fervour, born of
that personal encounter between yourselves
and Christ which leads you forward to make
history, for the good of many; and that the
many, whether they are on the fringes of
society or not, feel the loving embrace of
Christ.”

So now come with me as we journey into some
of the realities behind these six words.
Through Him: the reality of mediation. All our
prayers end with “Through Christ, our Lord”.
Our relationship with the Father is mediated.
Some will reject that and affirm they go directly
to the Father. It is the Father they pray to,
communicate with. They are not focussing on
Jesus. That may be true in one sense in the
sense their attention is on the Father, but in
another it is not. John the Evangelist says “All
things came into being through him, and
without him not one thing came into being” (Jn
1:2). With words like these we are deep into the
reality of the Trinity, the inter-relationship of
the persons of the godhead, the amazing
revelation by God of the true identity of the
divine. We do not have the Trinity as a brainteaser. It is the action of one wanting to be
known by those outside. This is who I am. The
divine equivalent of what we do when we tell
those we love who we really are.

With the words “through, with and in Him” we
are speaking of the risen Lord present in our
midst and what our lives are about. In the
Eucharistic prayer the presider continues: “ ...
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and
honour is yours Almighty Father, for ever and
ever.” Here in a few words is the fundamental
dynamic of our life. United in the Spirit, we
find ourselves as we give the Father Almighty
all glory and honour.
The risen Lord wants every Christian, each
person he has chosen (remember “ you have
not chosen me, I have chosen you. We are
always “responding” people, responding to an
initiative that begins we could say on the other
side of the fence. This initiative begins with
God not with us.) The risen Lord wants each
Christian to have the same mind as he had.
Jesus was always oriented to the Father. He
always acted in accordance with the will of the
Father. This was the fundamental configuration
of his personality, of his life. This configuration
is to be ours as well.

Creation is divine activity and not just the work
of the Father as the words of the creed could
lead you to believe. The Trinity creates. The
Word of God is woven into the whole fabric of
creation. There is nothing in creation foreign to
Christ. John portrays Jesus saying “no one can
come to the Father except through me”. We
speak of Christ as the mediator, the go between,
the one through whom we go to the Father. We
come into the presence of the Father through
Jesus even when we are not focussing on Jesus.
Because of our union with Jesus we have
connection with the Father. We shall have more
to say on this when we consider the words “in
Him”.

As a child the religious sisters who taught me
instructed us to put the letters AMDG on the
top of each page of the exercise books in which
we did our school work. Ad maiorem Dei

At times when we deliver something to
another, for instance a letter or package, we
8
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write on the item: John Brown per (through)
Fred Smith. The designated person undertakes
to ensure the item is delivered. The deliverer
takes responsibility for the delivery.
St.
Stephen, the first follower of Jesus to be killed
for believing in Jesus said “I see heaven thrown
open and the Son of Man sitting at the right
hand of the Father”. Jesus takes responsibility
for us coming to the Father. Jesus takes us to
the Father. We are the item being delivered.

But before Jesus called them from their various
occupations, there was already a network
among these men. After the call they then lived
with Jesus, worked with him, were formed by
him. They heard him speak, watched him pray,
heal the sick and free people from the powers
of darkness. They saw him tortured and killed
and had their hopes of the kingdom coming in
power dashed. They were scared and cowardly
abandoned him. But then they changed. They
spoke of Jesus being alive, breathing his spirit
on them (the coming of the Holy Spirit in John)
or firing them for mission (the Pentecost
experience of Luke).

May I make something of an aside here and
then return to the words under consideration.
Have you ever stood back in awe at the speed
with which the first followers of Jesus spoke of
Jesus as divine, or that is what their words
implied and that he was the way to the Father?
The first disciples were all devout Jews and
monotheists yet here they are speaking of Jesus
in terms previously reserved for God alone.

However the Holy Spirit manifested itself,
gentle breath inhaled or spectacular flame that
overcame language barriers, the transformation
of the disciples and their emergence onto the
world stage is an undeniable fact. What
appeared was the reality of the Church itself.

John’s gospel was written toward the end of the
first century, that is 60 years after the Lord’s
death and resurrection. Possibly by that time
the eyewitnesses were all dead but with the
earlier gospels some would still have been
alive.

As world history attests, as world statistics
record, the Church exists and is active
throughout the world. In 2000 years it has
touched people in every country on earth. The
Church looks to Jesus, not as an historical
figure providing believers with an example of
how to live a virtuous life. If that is all he is,
then we are a sad group of people. If, however,
in Jesus people encountered the divine in
human reality, then what he said and did is
something of another category of importance.

Can you imagine yourself being one of the
eyewitnesses? You have been invited by this
man to follow him? What do you know of
him? My reading of the gospels has me seeing
the connecting point of Jesus and the disciples
who became like an inner circle, to be John the
Baptist. I say this because the criteria for
eligibility for inclusion in the twelve after the
departure/defection of Judas is: being present
from the time of the baptism to the
Resurrection.

The scriptures, the 73 pieces of writing we hold
as definitive, are a creation of the Church. Not
one of those writing knew Jesus personally.
Like us, they knew him as the one they met in
what would be known as the sacraments, the
rituals and symbols of the Church in which
Jesus was as alive and active as he was with the
men and women whom he called to be
disciples. Like Stephen at his death, Jesus sat at
the right hand of the Father. It was he with the
Father who sent the Holy Spirit to complete his
work on earth and bring us to the fullness of
grace. We acknowledge him as the Word
incarnate – the Father spoke and Jesus, the only
begotten Son, was heard clearly in the world. It
is through him we give all honour and glory to
the Father. As he was, so we too are, Father
centred and obedient to the will of the Father.

Before Jesus called them to follow him he
already knew them or they knew him. These
men and women (perhaps had a profound
interest in God’s business. At first this was
interest in the mission and message of the
Baptist). We know Jesus not only was baptised
by John but worked with him. Only when John
was arrested and executed did Jesus begin his
own public work.

9
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With him: the reality of companioning
presence. These are the next two of our six
words. Jesus is one who is with us as
companion, leader, rescuer, saviour, teacher,
life-giver. “With” speaks to us of presence, not
of remoteness; of intimacy, not aloofness. This
companioning presence of Christ risen from the
dead is so much part of our belief and outlook
that we can forget the uniqueness of this belief
in the experience of world religions. No other
faith or religion makes this claim about the
figure central to the religion or faith.
Buddhists, Muslims, Confucianists would
never dream of saying such things about the
Buddha, Mohammed or Confucius. These men
may be revered for their teaching, their insights
but they are now dead. They
are not an ongoing abiding
presence.

bread, prayed over it and broke it. It is as if he
is saying: remember what happened to me on
the cross – my life was poured out - not to dash
the great task I initiated but to keep it going.
Every time you do what I did then, know I am
with you. You are not just tripping down
memory lane with the help of a stage-play reenactment of the upper room. I am with you
keeping you in the most intimate contact you
can ever have with the Father and with me.
The Risen Lord can and does confront people
directly. Paul’s Damascus experience stands
testimony to this.
The zealous young
persecutor of this troublesome group of Jews
hears a voice saying: “Saul, Saul, why are you
persecuting me?”
Of this
remarkable and again unique
identification
of
Christ
himself with an infant but
fully operational Church, I
shall say more in the next
section “In Him”. For now,
just savour the encounter
Paul has with Christ, an
encounter that will mark Paul
indelibly and from which will
flow Paul’s theology of the
Church as the body of Christ.

In the profession of the
Christian faith, it is stated the
Word was made flesh and
dwelt among us. This is not
some
ethereal
spiritual
presence. We Catholics speak
easily of his real presence in
the blessed sacrament, the
people assembled, the priest
presiding, the word of God. In
saying this we are at home
Being with Christ is not
with Jesus walking the Holy
always comfortable and easy.
Land. He called individuals
The disciples rejoiced in his
to come with him. This group
presence even when confused
Rev. Father Adrian Farrelly
of men and women travel
and tempted to walk away as
with him in the north and
so many did when he spoke
then move south to Jerusalem and the temple,
of eating his flesh and drinking his blood. Peter
the constant reminder to the people of their
may not have understood, may have been
being chosen and that God pitched his tent in
revolted but where could he and the others go
their midst. With Jesus this presence is no more
because Jesus had the words of everlasting life?
confined to a building but a temple that is a
living person.
We can move into different situations in life,
different environments and draw strength from
The companion presence remains after the
knowing we are not alone. As a child going
Resurrection, as the two disciples heading for
into dark places was frightening but if you
Emmaus,
and
in all likelihood
the
went with an older brother or sister or Mum
Mediterranean, are joined by an unrecognized
and Dad you were safe. The scary things who
Jesus who tackles the stumbling block of a
lived in the dark could not get you.
suffering Messiah. When do the two of them
see clearly and recognize him? When Jesus
The same can be true as an adult. I was parish
does what he did at the last supper they had
priest once of a country parish. In area it was
with him on the eve of his execution. He took
one third the size of Ireland and had a Catholic
10
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population of about 900. I recall saying to Jesus
one time after being promoted from the
assistant priest to a senior priest, to being the
parish priest but without an assistant, I said to
our Lord, “You are the shepherd; you know all
these people better than I. I shall do my
priestly duties to the best of my ability. If you
want something extra done, let me know and I
shall do it”. This is not talking to an imaginary
friend but activating one’s faith,

If we come alive to this reality of oneness with
Christ, we will never be the same. Sin would
be impossible because how could we make
Jesus
party
to
manipulation,
cruelty,
indifference, drunkenness, illicit and immoral
actions and relationships. If we were aware in
even the smallest way of his presence in those
in need, how could we not respond?
This foundational reality of him being in us is
not contradicted by our sin. The Church
decided in the first centuries that the lack of
holiness in the priest officiating at the
Sacraments did not drain the Sacrament of its
effectiveness, If the Sacrament was administered in accord with the intention of the
Church, then it was effective.
Baptism,
absolution of sin, Eucharist, anointing of the
sick, and the others are always effective because
it is Christ at work in them.

I do not think a devout Muslim, Buddhist
would relate to Mohammed or Buddha in any
way like this.
In him: the reality of identification. Of the
three phrases in this familiar set of words, this
last phrase is the most incredible. In Him. We
are in Him. Paul’s conversion experience
seared this reality of unity into his brain so
deeply that he developed teaching about the
body of Christ to capture in some way what is
reality for us. The words Paul heard were:
“Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” Not
why are you persecuting these followers of
Jesus the Nazarene, but me. In response to his
question “Who are you, Lord” came this, “I am
Jesus, whom you are persecuting”.

When we say in the creed we believe in one,
holy, Catholic and apostolic Church, we are
focussing on Christ. In him, we are one, we are
holy, we are in all places and we are on
mission. We must say these things incredible
as they sound especially in light of manifest
sins of Christ’s faithful because if we don’t we
deny the reality of Christ’s presence in the
Church. The early Church judges it correct and
sound to call Mary, Mother of God even though
no human being can be the Mother of a selfexistent Trinitarian God. But if we denied
Mary was the Mother of God, we destroy the
unity of the divine and human nature in the
person of Jesus. So we must say these things
about the Church and even that we believe in it.

This identification by Jesus with the Church is a
foundational reality. When people experience
us, they experience Christ. Paul theologizes
about this reality as he speaks of the body of
Christ (1 Cor. 12, 12-25). He images a body
with many parts and divided by the head.
How we come into the body is through
baptism. The Spirit we have is the spirit of
Christ given to complete Christ’s work on earth
and bring us to the fullness of grace. As Paul’s
examination reveals we do not lose our
individuality drawn into a collective that
destroys all individuality. Each of us is a
unique creation by a non-violent act of love but
not created to be alone. We are called to
communion, created for it and only fulfilled in
it.

Conclusion
By exploring these words with you my hope is
that you see more clearly how profound is
transformation that took place with your
surrender to Christ and your experience of
God’s love. We live our fourth day in company
with our fellow Cursillistas in Group Reunion
and Ultreya but more often than not we witness
as individuals. And we shall make a difference.

In Him, we live and move and have our being.
Said of the Father (Sunday preface VI) Jesus
identifies with those before us in need – what
you do or neglect to do to the least of these you
do or neglect to do to me.

Much has happened in the Church since our
last World Encounter. In 2005 Twitter did not
exist. Facebook was not two years old. The first
11
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Apple iPad was released April 3, 2010. The
world population is now just over 7 billion.
Catholics number at about 1.2 billion. By 2011,
the Americas accounted for 48.8% of the
world’s Catholic population, followed by
Europe with 23.5%, Africa with 16%, Asia with
10.9% and Oceania with 0.8%. Reliable
estimates show that two-thirds of the Catholics
of the world were born after second Vatican
Council in the mid 1960s. There are many of us
and still a world to experience Christ through
Christ face to face and through the social media
so long as we project our true selves into
cyberspace and not some work of personal
fiction.

CONFERENCE 2014
KINGS UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE
EDMONTON, ALBERTA
JUNE 19-23, 2014

HOSTED BY
THE CURSILLISTAS
OF
THE EDMONTON
ARCHDIOCESE

Of much more recent times we have
experienced an upheaval in the Church at its
highest level. On 11 February 2013 we heard
these words:
Dear Brothers,
I have convoked you to this Consistory, not
only for the three canonizations, but also to
communicate to you a decision of great
importance for the life of the Church. After
having repeatedly examined my conscience
before God, I have come to the certainty that my
strengths, due to an advanced age, are no
longer suited to an adequate exercise of the
Petrine ministry. I am well aware that this
ministry, due to its essential spiritual nature,
must be carried out not only with words and
deeds, but no less with prayer and suffering.
However, in today’s world, subject to so many
rapid changes and shaken by questions of deep
relevance for the life of faith, in order to govern
the barque of Saint Peter and proclaim the
Gospel, both strength of mind and body are
necessary, strength which in the last few
months, has deteriorated in me to the extent
that I have had to recognize my incapacity to
adequately fulfill the ministry entrusted to me.
For this reason, and well aware of the
seriousness of this act, with full freedom I
declare that I renounce the ministry of Bishop
of Rome, Successor of Saint Peter, entrusted to
me by the Cardinals on 19 April 2005, in such
a way, that as from 28 February 2013, at 20:00
hours, the See of Rome, the See of Saint Peter,
will be vacant and a Conclave to elect the new
Supreme Pontiff will have to be convoked by
those whose competence it is.

More information on the conference
will be made available through your
diocesan secretariats and on the
CCCC website in late January.
www.cursillocanada.org
Please mark these dates on your
calendar and plan to attend. We will
continue to explore the charism of
the Cursillo Movement in all its
many aspects.
A great opportunity to go deeper
into understanding the essence and
purpose of our movement, to make
new friends and reconnect with old
friends from across Canada and to
savour some good old fashioned
western style hospitality.
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As if the resignation of a Pope was something
unexpected then so too was the election on 13
March 2013 of Cardinal Bergoglio, Archbishop
of Buenos Aires as Bishop of Rome by the
college of Cardinals. He is the first Jesuit, the
first from the Americas, the first from the
southern hemisphere. He has held no positions
in Rome. He does not have the attachment to
some of the traditions that his predecessors
had. He speaks to people not just in carefully
crafted encyclicals but in his daily homilies and
occasional interviews. I hear that the simple life
style he has adopted has had its impact on the
cardinals and other senior Vatican officials. The
Pope is driven around not in a limousine but in
a VW. I hear that some of the Cardinals are now
driving VWs.

is different again. With a world with so many
young people filled with dreams of a better
world, alive to each other with the help of
social networks, we have the world in which
the Gospel is still good news.
We know from the time of the Clausura that
Christ is counting on us. We see it in people
great and small as we think of Popes, ourselves
and our friends. As you reflect on what I have
shared be even more convinced that not only is
Christ counting on you, but that he is with you,
and in you and that through him you are one
with the Father whose will you always seek to
do.
De colores
Rev. Fr. Adrian Farrelly
Spiritual Advisor to the OMCC

As Cursillistas seeing the impact of one person
of faith, as we see with the Holy Father, living
what he believes, comes as no surprise. We
have seen the impact the previous Holy Fathers
have had on our societies but this man’s impact

*********************************************************************************************************
encounter with others. The Sheet provides an
opportunity for the candidate to begin looking
beyond the weekend. The Service Sheet
provides him/her with a chance to make a
commitment to him/herself that this is what
he/she is prepared to do to continue this
conversion after the weekend. No one is forced
to fill in a Service Sheet and no one will view
the Service Sheet, unless the candidate wishes
to share it. It’s personal! It functions in the
fourth day as a reminder of the commitment
made. It will be something that the Cursillista
examines and modifies as his/her fourth day is
lived and his/her conversion continues.

FROM
OUR
READERS

Please forward comments to Fully Alive
C/o CCCC Resource Centre.

It talks about the Service Sheet in the Spiritual
Advisor's outline. The Service Sheet is given
out, by the priest or spiritual advisor, during the
Life in Grace rollo on Sunday and the candidate
is asked to make some kind of commitment in
terms of his/her intentions regarding prayer,
attendance at mass, etc. The candidates should
be given the opportunity, if they wish, to speak
to the spiritual advisors or other team members
about what they feel they want to commit to in
their fourth day. At this stage of the weekend,

At the recent conference the question came up again
about the use of the Service Sheet. We have addressed
this question before but it appears that we need to
revisit the topic.
The Service Sheet is a means to an end. By the
time the candidate receives it on the weekend,
he/she will have experienced the encounter
with self, Christ, and be well on the way in the
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the candidate may be so enthused that he/she
wants to go to heaven right now. Discussing it
with someone whose feet are more firmly
planted on "on the ground" will help him/her to
be more realistic in what they plan to do in
his/her fourth day to continue and deepen this
conversion process.

How is the Service Sheet different to the Group
Reunion sheet?
The Group Reunion sheet has a totally different
purpose and different focus. It is meant to be an
aid to assist those who may not be used to it, on
the ways to share and what to share. In Group
Reunion it can keep the group focussed but in a
group that has been together for some time, the
Group Reunion sheet is hardly necessary. Too
often Groups don’t know what to share or how
to share so they talk about books they have read
or bible studies they have attended. This may be
well and good but it is not the intended focus of
Group Reunion. As so well explained in a
Christianity in Action rollo given by Diane
Coates, the purpose of the Group is to enable
the members to transcend ordinary natural
human friendship and become supernatural
friendships, divine if you will. To become’ a
Christianity in Action’, which also means to
become that sign of Christ’s presence in the
members and in the Group itself, to have people
say, ‘See How They Love One Another’.

In his/her fourth day when he/she is in Group
Reunion and is sharing on his/her Piety, all that
is necessary for him/her to say is that he/she
either has or has not fulfilled his/her Service
Sheet commitment. The Service Sheet has the
effect of helping the Cursillista to stay
committed to what he/she said he/she would
do. This also eliminates the need for reciting a
list of pious acts. Going to mass every day is fine
but in sharing at the Group Reunion the person
wants to tell how going to mass every day helps
him/her to grow in his/her relationship with
God? Remember: reciting a list of pious acts can
be very daunting to someone who is new as it
may intimidate them or make them think that
this is what is required of them. We always want
to share the “why.” It is the daily examination
that prepares us for sharing with our friends on
a level that draws us deeper into our
relationship with Christ.

There are three elements to the Group Reunion:
Piety, Study and Action. Piety is explained
above and it does not entail reciting a long list of
pious actions. All that is necessary under Piety is
to share whether or not one has fulfilled the
commitment they made on their Service Sheet
and the moment closest to Christ. Study is
sharing what we have done to become more of a
person and therefore more Christian and Action
is how we have succeeded in our plan of
changing one or more of our environments or
perhaps how we have tried and it didn’t work
out as we planned. This is where the Group
intensifies its prayer for one another and goes
back to their respective environments with new
ideas and new enthusiasm.

If the Service Sheet is not used, then how do the
candidates make their commitment? The Service
Sheets are placed by the altar or Blessed
Sacrament, however you organize things, and
are handed back to the candidate at the
Clausura.
Of course as one grows, our commitment
changes and we can adjust our commitment at
any time. Many Cursillistas who serve on teams
join the candidates and renew their commitment
while filling out a new Service Sheet.
A final thought. It is important to remember that
the commitment a Cursillista makes is not to an
organization within the Church, an apostolate or
a specific activity., not even to Cursillo itself.
The mentality emphasizes that the Cursillista be
left free to choose their path after having lived
the experience of the weekend. The commitment
is to God and is between the individual and God
and only God and the individual can discern the
path to which each is being called.

*******************************************************
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The following is the first part of another presentation
from the VII World Encounter. It was given by
Alvaro Martinez Moreno of Cordoba, Spain. He is
the new president of GECC (the European
International Group) and a member of the
Fundamental Ideas Commission.

quoting the psalmist “I do not attempt greatness
beyond my ability”, that I cannot avoid a wellconsidered, developed and committed personal
note; just a personal reflection that might
facilitate the Assembly’s work and deliberation;
if possible, I would like to transmit the most
important message that is to live the Charism.
This presentation, and beyond its introduction,
is structured around three chief topics: firstly, a
brief reflection on what charisms are within the
Church; secondly and founded on that
consideration, we would approach the charism
of the Cursillo Movement, especially focusing
on the title of the presentation: The heart of the
Charism. Finally we will provide three notes as
a conclusion.

THE HEART OF THE CHARISM
I. INTRODUCTION
The topic of charism is certainly one of high
relevance for our Movement. It has been worked
on during the past several years, especially in
the last World Encounters. In 1997, it was
treated in a more specific manner, at the Seoul
World Encounter, and again, with a more global
approach, at the Sao Paulo Encounter in 2005.
Today we discuss it one more time.

THE CHARISM OF THE CHURCH
Before approaching the topic of the CM
charism, it is necessary to bring to mind some of
the essential features of the charisms of the
Church, as they help us to frame the definition
of any particular charism. The CM charism is
nothing more than another charism of the
Church and as such needs to be considered.

We also include now a new chapter on the CM
charism in the draft of the third edition of
Fundamental
Ideas,
which
begins
to
demonstrate the essential importance of
knowledge, the comprehension and the living of
the charism, because the Movement’s fidelity to
its original inspiration and its renewal to
respond to the challenges of
the
new
evangelization,
depends on it.

GENERIC ASPECTS OF THE CHARISMS
Generally speaking, it could be said that a
charism is a special gift, a gift
of the Holy Spirit that
empowers and inspires its
recipients to take care of each
other and to be part of the act
of building the Church. This
concept derives and founds
itself on three key sources: the
New Testament, specifically
the letter of St. Paul to the
Corinthians,
the
Vatican
Council II, Lumen Gentium and
the Apostolicam Actuositatem,
and the magisterium of John
Paul II (Redemptoris misio,
Christifidelis
Laicis).
This
doctrine is included in the
Catechism of the Catholic
Church (CCC), points 799 to
801:

However determinant, the
topic is also complex. It
acknowledges
many
approaches, many nuances,
and many developments. All
of them have been already
discussed in many of the
Movement’s
Encounters,
meetings and events, allowing
us to have a broad and varied
doctrinal body; that doctrinal
body has served us to
understand, accept and live
the charism, but also has
created debate, disagreement
and
distancing
amongst
members of our CM.

Alvaro Martinez Moreno.
It is in this presentation, and
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or simple and humble, charisms are graces of
the Holy Spirit, intended directly or indirectly
for the building of the Church, for the wellbeing
of men and as a response to the world's needs."
They are meant for the people and for the
Church: "The charisms are to be embraced with
gratitude by the person who receives them and
equally by all members of the Church." "They
are a wonderful source of grace that enhance the
apostolic strength and sanctify the whole Body
of Christ, as soon as they are true Gifts from the
Holy Spirit and are applied in accordance with
the core value of the Holy Spirit: the charity,
which is the true essence of all charisms” (cf. 1
Cor 13)

when embraced and lived by real people who
"translate" the given grace in a new way of
being, in a fundamental direction, in a range of
attitudes, skills, visions, values and measures. It
is because the same gift is shared and lived by
many people, in various times and places, that
the teaching of the Church refers to the
development, renewal, upgrading and flexibility
in the living of the charism, not as the gift of the
Holy Spirit itself, but in how it is taken and lived
out, for real people, in different circumstances in
history.
The charism is always given for the good of
others; it is always a gift to others. Quoting St.
Thomas Aquinas: "The charism’s intention is to
get a man to cooperate with another man so he
can get to God" which means that charisms are
then oriented toward Christian life, toward the
building of the Kingdom of God. They have a
purpose, directed to the existence of men and
the Church, and therefore they are fruitful,
prompting the renewal of life, of faith, and of
holiness. It is
important to those who
participate in the life of the Charism to
constantly question how fruitful that charism is
to others.

They have to be determined by the Pastors/
Shepherds of the Church: “The discernment of
charisms is always necessary. No charism could
be exempted from being referred to and
considered by the pastors of the Church; It is up
to them not to extinguish the Spirit, but to assess
all things and retain what is good "(LG 12), so
that all the charisms, in their own diversity but
also complementing each other, can collaborate
towards everyone’s good "(cf. 1 Cor 12 , 7) (cf.
LG 30, CL, 24) ".
FOUR ATYPICAL NOTES:

Finally: the charisms are always oriented to
build the Church, furthermore, for them to be
the Church. Pope Benedict XVI said: "The
multiplicity and unity of charisms and
ministries are inseparable in the Church’s life.
The Holy Spirit wants this multiplicity of
movements to serve the one Body which is
precisely the Church". It is desirable to have a
vast array of charisms in the Church, and for the
Church, performing in conjunction and
harmony.

Based on this overview it seems significant to
touch on three specific features on the nature of
the charisms, which have an expected impact on
the CM’s own charism:
The Spirit blows how and when it wants to
blow. There is an array and a variety of gifts, for
everyone and for everything (1 Cor 13); all
charisms share the same essential elements (a
gift for all determined by the Hierarchy), but
they all unfold in countless forms, serving in
many different ways not only the Church but
the world at large, pouring over real people and
thus promoting different experiences in the
Church.

AN UPDATE
These notes can only be complete by adding a
reference to the current state of the charisms in
the Church, by mentioning the close relationship
recently established between the charisms and
new ecclesial movements, and between them
and the new evangelization.

The gift of the Spirit has to be embraced by
people. It is in this way that the charism has an
ingrained, personal and historical existence; as a
gift of the Holy Spirit is pure grace, it is light,
strength, inspiration and a push forward. It is
something intangible. It can only be perceived

It is during the twentieth century, especially
since Vatican Council II, that the existence of the
charisms in the Church starts to relate to the
recent and so-called "new ecclesial movements".
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John Paul II has referred to them as "the
response of the Holy Spirit to the dramatic
challenge presented to the world at the end of
the millennium" and a charismtic dimension is
recognized in them. They emerge in different
shapes and patterns, but the strong action of the
Spirit could be perceived in all of them,
promoting both multiplicity and unity of the
charisms, thus forming the "living structure of
the Church."

as having, among other things, a missionary
dynamism, as they are able to promote an
encounter between man and God; this is the
reason why they are held as an extraordinary
potential to the New Evangelization project,
which the Church has been convening in recent
years. The recent Synod of Bishops has recently
made in its final proposal, an explicit reference
to the invaluable contribution these new
movements have had to the New Evangelization
project, especially in the context of what it is
suggested as an integrated pastoral activity.

These new movements, as both John Paul II and
Benedict XVI acknowledged, are providential
gifts of the Holy Spirit to effectively respond to
the challenges of our times. They are regarded

This presentation will be continued in the next issue
of Fully Alive.

MEMORIES OF CONFERENCE 2013

“Rita MacNeil” performed at the fiesta!

Marg Weber and Arlen vanDiepen about to
sample the fruits of the sea

The CCCC Officers enjoying some down time
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Witness
Daily we touch Him
This witness was given at the Ultreya at the recent conference in Sydney. At first reading this may not appear
familiar to you as an authentic Ultreya witness, but it is, because it is what Leona lives in her Fourth Day and it is
totally focussed on Cursillo, which is what Ultreya witnesses should be. As was said at the Ultreya at the
conference, would that we had a dozen Leona’s who took their study of the charism and the mentality of Cursillo so
seriously.
Hello my name is Leona McCarthy. I made my
Cursillo in the spring of 2006 in beautiful Prince
Edward island.
I sat at the table at the
Archangel Michael
.
Why am I here? The answer is simple. I am
living my fourth day. Coming to an Atlantic or
national conference is one way that I commit to
study in my fourth day. This costs me time
energy and money. I have lots of time for God
and Cursillo. I am learning more about living
as Jesus wants us to live through Cursillo. My
number one priority in life, with my
granddaughter running a close second, is
learning to live with Jesus as my best friends.

day I will quickly slide off the path and might
quit this environment of peace joy faith and love
that I placed myself in after my Cursillo
weekend.
At first I thought I had to change my
environment but I have learned that I had to
take control of myself and create a new
environment within myself.
I take this new
environment with me everywhere I go. I believe
in God. I believe in the method of Cursillo. That
is what I try to present in every environment,
hope, joy, belief
I began going to group reunions and Ultreyas
Immediately after my weekend and I still go to
them. I began to study my faith and I began to
study the Charism of Cursillo.

What an awesome opportunity for me, in my
fourth day, to advance in my understanding of
the Cursillo method. There is no school of
leaders on PEI - yet. But I consider myself a
member of the national school of leaders. I have
many of the booklets and I study the Charism
constantly; taking little bites here and there then
expanding and strengthening the knowledge as
I continue with this journey.

That is the simple formula that I have followed
since 2006 in my fourth day. Due to other
commitments I have missed a lot of my group
reunion meetings this year. I know the danger of
this. Because I am frequently in the company of
one particular Cursillista, we have Tuesday
morning set-aside to hold and a group Reunion,
just the two of us. It has helped both of us to
grow in our faith. It is not enough for me
though. I need my slightly larger group which I
call my home group reunion. I can tell these
group than I’m having problems with either
secular or religious matters.

This conference is a gathering of several
members of the school of leaders who are giving
their knowledge to fellow Cursillistas about the
Charism and how to live it. They study and
dispense their understanding freely to others. I
study and I am here to soak up as much
knowledge as I can so I can understand deeper
and reflect my belief with a brighter glow.

I can admit to them that I have difficulty doing
structured prayer and this has helped me to
start doing some structured prayer. I am still not
where I want to be with this but my group

If I don't commit to taking action in my fourth
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reunion supports me in taking this action.

pick the wrong information out of their emails
or talks. It is somewhat like the Bible I have to
keep asking until I get the correct message about
my faith. With Cursillo I usually respond to the
emails saying so you mean this and give an
example from my life. Usually the response I get
back is no it means this. They are very patient
with me until I can say "by George I've got it".
Usually I can also say I love it. More
understanding makes me love it more need
Cursillo more, want to spread the Good news
more.

I chitchat to God all day long like a magpie.
Does that surprise anyone who knows me? I
find a lot of joy in my fourth day but I also find
quiet time for deep prayer and reflection
Especially when someone asks me for prayer.
That is the type of prayer I want to do daily for
myself. I want to do this for the sake of my soul
because I believe it will make me an even better
friend to Jesus. I do not know how to make a
friend be a friend and bring that friend to
Cursillo.

I did not know I was going to be giving this
witness until yesterday.
God knew.
About two months ago I started asking my
friend and group member Barb if I could have
the Cursillo booklets that I had loaned to her
back. But she had moved and wasn't sure which
box they were in. I had no idea why I wanted
them. I had already studied them. Maybe God
thought I needed a refresher on the booklet
about the fourth day witness. Or maybe he
wanted me to take them here so you would
know I do have these booklets from national. Go
to the table I have most of those booklets I
studied them and ask for explanations pray
about them and meditate.

I have never been a sponsor. The Charism does
not ask that of me. It asks me to make a friend
be a friend and bring that friend to Christ. I have
no
problem
being
a
friend.
I have no problem letting people know how
much I believe in God and I hope it brings them
to Christ.
This is my daily life in my fourth day. I live it
twenty four seven.
My brother is presently riding his motorbike
from PEI to Ontario. He opened a Facebook
page to let us know he is okay because let's face
it the man is older than me! We worry. I have
no problem saying on Facebook that I am
praying that God keeps you safe on this trip. I
also told him that I was asking the angels to
protect him. Then I started thinking “okay
riding a bike, angels” so I clarified that my
angels were Michael and Gabriel and they
wouldn't be on a bike.

Father George a Cursillista from Prince
Edward Island often says that living your faith
properly doesn't make you so happy wappy
that you hover one foot off the ground from
sheer joy. He says it makes you shine as God's
work of art.
Having people like you in my fourth day having
my group reunion going to Ultreyas coming to
these conferences studying the Charism these
make me content peaceful joyful.

Group reunion keeps me focussed. Ultreyas
give me joy. Ultreyas give me companions on
the journey. They give me love
.
I talked about my study, or at least what I have
learned from my study, way too much as fellow
Cursillistas could tell you especially my group
reunion during our social time. That is one
reason why I am thankful that they accept me
for who I am and don't meet me at the door with
duct tape. They realize how excited I am about
my Cursillo involvement and knowledge.

I need my faith more than I need the air I
breathe. Without either, I would be dead. I
would rather be dead than not have my faith.
So I will continue to learn the best way to live
my fourth day .Even doing Corridor work,
Sheelagh.
I bask in God's love and mercy and I try to
reflect my love and faith in all my environments.
De Colores.

I go to the national with many questions from
my study. One thing I have learned is that I can
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE
COUNTRY


 ATLANTIC,
Antigonish (Tri-Counties,
Cape Breton East,
Cape Breton West
Halifax,
St. John’s,
Charlottetown,
Yarmouth,
Yarmouth Valley.
Saint. John’
 CENTRAL
Montreal English,
Spanish, Hungarian,
Korean
London,
Kent County/Chatham,
Peterborough, Toronto,
Hamilton, Timmins,
Ottawa, Thunder Bay,
Essex, Latin American
 WESTERN,
Vancouver,
Nelson,
Calgary,
Edmonton,
Grouard-McLennan,
Native Cursillo,

ATLANTIC
CAPE BRETON WEST
My name is Eddie MacEachern and I am in the 3rd year of a three year
term.
Secretariat: Positions are as follows:
Spiritual Director, Renewal Centre Representative, Lay Director,
Secretary, Treasurer, Post-Cursillo, Supplies
The secretariat meets once a month for ten months of the year.
The Cursillo community of Cape Breton West stretches from Port
Hawkesbury, NS to Cheticamp, NS
Ultreyas are attended by 50 – 75 Cursillistas, There are 3
Group Reunions with a total of 20 Cursillistas)
Our main focus is to keep the Cursillo movement active and alive
We do not have a School of Leaders are not aware if there is something
in the diocese.
Ultreyas: Frequency, location in the diocese, participation
Six, St. Joseph’s Renewal Centre, Mabou, NS
Our Ultreyas consist of the essential elelements of
Interpersonal meeting (Group Reunion)
Collective meeting (Witness rollo)
Prayer. Meeting Christ during the visit to the Blessed Sacrament

We hold one men’s and one women’s weekend a year at the St Joseph’s Renewal Centre in Mabou, NS
We charge $100 per person to attend the weekend
We have not taken advantage of the workshops offered by CCCC.
We hold a Fall rally as a social event.
We keep the bishop informed as to when each Ultreya will be held as well as both Cursillo weekends.
Bishop Dunn attended a Cursillo weekend in Cape Breton West a couple of years ago.
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building bridges from coast to
coast
MIRAMICHI
Steve MacIsaac – Lay Director – completing 2nd
year of a 2 year term in September 2013.
Our Community presently has on our
Secretariat:
Lay Director – 2 year term
Spiritual Advisor – No Term
Assistant Lay Director – 6 month term prior to
becoming Lay Director
Treasurer – 2 year term
Secretary – 2 year term
Palanca/Outreach – 2 year term
Pre-Cursillo – 2 year term
Supplies – 2 year term
Recorder – 2 year term
Ultreya Co-ordinator – 2 year term

The past year we focused most of our attention
on hosting the ACCC in September 2012 at the
Morada Resort located just outside of
Miramichi. There was 65 attendees at the
conference and we had the privilege of having
our Bishop, Most Reverend Robert Harris in
attendance for the entire conference. You cannot
imagine the positive comments that we received
because of Bishop Harris’s attendance and the
way that he participated in our conference.
We attempt to have at least 3 to 4 School of
Leaders workshops each year; generally taking
direction from the CCCC conference for the
subject material. We have 2 different formats for
our workshops; the first being an evening school
where we have one topic with one speaker and
the second being a school on a Saturday where
we have 4 speakers. We always have table
discussions and feedback from the Community
and the speakers. The schools are open to all
Cursillistas
including
non-Catholic.
We
normally put on a lunch and charge $5.00 per
person to cover our costs. We invite Cursillistas
from the other areas to attend our Saturday
schools and sometimes we will have 5 to 10
attending from the Saint John area.

The term for each position can be extended for
an additional year if the person in that particular
position wishes to extend their term. We
normally do not extend for a longer period as
we feel that it is important to bring in new
people from our community to keep them
involved.
Our Cursillo Community is mainly comprised of
Cursillistas living in and around the City of
Miramichi. We also have members from
Moncton and Fredericton as the English
speaking movement is not strong in those areas.

We have tried following the Mallorcan model of
Ultreya with little success. The members of our
community do not like to go into group reunion
while at an Ultreya. We have a Fourth Day
speaker with comments from 2 people in our
community. There are prayers of intercession
followed by corridor time shared by the
community.

There are approximately 120 to 150 Cursillistas
actively involved in Cursillo in our area with an
average of 75 to 100 attending our monthly
Ultreya which is held on the 3rd Wednesday of
each month at 8:00PM at St. Michael’s Basilica.
There are 10 to 15 Group Reunions meeting on a
regular basis with between 4 to 10 Cursillistas in
each Group Reunion.

We normally try to hold 1 weekend per year for
both men and women. Two years ago we
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implemented the idea of having a list of
candidates prior to hosting a weekend. If we do
not have at least 8 to 10 candidates available for
both the men’s and women’s weekends then we
do not form a team to put on the weekend. This
past spring we told our community that we
would not be having a weekend because the
number of applicants was too low. This does
cause some hard feelings as there is still a lot of
Cursillistas from the old school that believe that
the weekend ‘has’ to be put on and then the
candidates will come. From experience we have
found that it takes a lot of pressure off of the
team to have the candidates in place prior to
announcing that a weekend will be on a specific
date.

Secretary...........Tri Co.
Treasurer...........Tri Co
Supplies............Temporarily......Tri Co.
Palanca..............Vacant
Spiritual advisor.........Tri Co.

Our Secretariat usually meets once a month, but
has been less often lately,because of schedules
and working on a plan to revitalize.
We have no contact with the third
county....Guysborough. Most of the people from
that area make their Cursillo in Cape Breton,
therefore their interaction is with that area.
Out of about 700 people who have made their
Cursillo it is difficult to say how many ACTIVE
Cursillistas we have. There has been a decline in
participation in all activities, but there may be
from eight to one hundred at times, depending
on the activity and circumstances, with the
former being the usual lately at regular events.

We charge $75.00 per person for the weekend
and everyone including the team pays the same
amount. If a candidate does not have the money
we expect that the sponsor will let the Rector
know. We usually have team members who will
pay more than their share to help cover the
money not available from someone having a
rough financial time.

It is also difficult to say exactly how many group
reunions are held, or how many participants, as
there is no reporting to anyone on this.
However, I believe there are about six or seven
group reunions in New Glasgow and
Antigonish.

The weekends are held in the basement of Saint
Michael’s Basilica and we give a financial
contribution to the church for the use of their
space.
I will miss being Lay Director when my term
ends in September but I feel that my
replacement, Rita LeBlanc, will do a fine job and
it is my intention to take over the responsibility
of hosting the School of Leaders workshops. It is
extremely important to share our knowledge
and experience in order for our movement to
continue to grow.

We have had Ultreya......usually held in New
Glasgow, held on a monthly basis, but with lack
of participation and numbers declining, this also
has been less often and will not be happening
again until the Fall.
School of Leaders was being held monthly for a
couple of years, but then due to the decline in
numbers and lack of participation, this also has
stopped.

Respectfully submitted by Steve MacIsaac – Lay
Director

Both Ultreya and School of Leaders are
advertised by email to about 50 Cursillistas, then
by word of mouth. They have been held on a
regular night when they happen.

TRI-COUNTY
Lay Director......Patricia nrman....3rd year.....no
replacement yet.

Our Ultreyas do not follow the Mallorcan model
exactly to the tee, but they do contain the
interpersonal meeting, a witness talk and a
response and scripture and prayer.

Secretariat.....
Pre Cursillo.......Tri.Co.
Post Cursillo......New Glasgow vacant
Post Cursillo......Antigonish
vacant
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Weekends were held yearly....one women's and
one men's, but we have not had a weekend for
two years.

We have about 700 Cursillistas in our area, but
are only in contact with a few. Also this will tell
us more about who is grouping, or wants to,
who has participated, or would like to, in
Cursillo activities.

When they were held the weekends were at the
Presbyterian camp between New Glasgow and
Antigonish.
We usually charge $75.00 for the weekend, but
tell candidates they can pay as much as they can
and no-one is turned away if they can't pay.

We are also collecting phone numbers and email
addresses and other information.
After we have collected more information we
are going to make a 3/5 yr plan, to revitalize our
community, which will include a calendar of
events, which will be divided more between the
two areas of New Glasgow and Antigonish.
We are also hoping to reach some of the
Cursillistas in the Guysborough area with the
survey.

I have not heard of any workshops other than
the Atlantic and National Cursillos and
possibility of help with a Cursillo for Cursillistas
weekend.
All the Cursillistas than we can communicate
with are well aware of both the National and the
Atlantic Cursillos. We also give them plenty of
encouragement to attend, but apart from the
ones that were held locally, there are only
usually only a couple of people that attend.

CENTRAL
CHATHAM/KENT COUNTY

I do not know how many subscribe to the “Fully
Alive”. Cursillistas are encouraged to do so.

My name is Scott McMath and I am filing this
report as the Lay Director of the Chatham-Kent
Cursillo Movement. I made my weekend in
January of 1991 right here in Chatham-Kent and
have been active in the movement since that
time. I am in the second, and final, year of a two
year term at this position. I feel privileged to be
part of a very active and vibrant Cursillo
community here in CK. My position will be
taken over in August by Nancy Crowe and I
know she will be wonderful. I am confident that
we are guided by the Holy Spirit in all we do
here in Chatham-Kent.

We had an anniversary day last year, which was
attended by about 100 people and also a St.
Patricks evening this year which was also well
attended.
We do not have any communication with our
bishop regarding Cursillo. He made his Cursillo
last year and is really busy with other
events..including a Diocesan Renewal Congress
coming up in the Fall.
I did not know about giving him any report, but
he is usually available and willing to meet with
people when asked.

Our secretariat meets eleven times during the
year usually on the last Monday of the month.
The positions are Spiritual Director, Past Lay
Director, Lay Director, Lay Director Elect,
Secretary, Treasurer, Pre-Cursillo Director, PostCursillo Director, Men’s and Women’s School
Directors, Communications Director, Materials
Director, Parish Rep Coordinator, General
Palanca Coordinator, Grouping, Library, Music
Ministry, and Prayer Line Coordinators.

Plans for the coming year.........We have just
started sending out a questionaire / survey, by
email, at the last Ultreya, and any time we meet
a Cursillista, who is encouraged to copy and
pass it on.
The survey is to try to get more information
about our Cursillistas, so that we can make
better contact with them.

Chatham-Kent Cursillo covers the County of
Kent and all communities within that area. The
population of the area is about 100,000 and the
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city of Chatham is about 40,000 and is situated
in the middle of the county.

in active and regular Group Reunions, after
careful consideration, I would have to say about
thirty to forty percent would be a realistic
number.

The Secretariat is actively studying all aspects of
our movement over the next year to determine
where and if we can or need to make
improvements for the health and welfare of the
movement itself. (i.e. weekends, Pre-Cursillo,
Post Cursillo, Ultreya, etc.)

Our weekends are held in Chatham at Blessed
Sacrament Church and hall. The men’s is held
on the third weekend in January and the
women’s is in February two weeks later. The
cost per participant that we charge for the
weekend is in the $75.00 dollar range. This year
we had 13 men and 24 women. They were
welcomed into the community at the closings by
between 250 to 350 veteran Cursillistas.

We hold formative workshops twice a year, in
the spring and the fall, and have had relatively
good response from our community. The school
is open to all Cursillistas, including fellow
Cursillistas in a neighbouring movement, and is
held in one of the Church halls in Chatham. The
attendance levels are usually in the 40 to 50
range.

Our Community is well aware of the National
and Regional Conferences as we make the
information available to them, as we receive it,
through our newsletter, our website and via email as well as by announcement at our monthly
Ultreya. Currently our communications director
has over 400 e-mail addresses that receive timely
information on our movement and activities
which are being held.

We hold our Ultreya on the third Friday of the
month throughout the year. During the winter
months we have them in Chatham, but once the
nice weather comes we move them to the rural
communities. They are held on a rotating basis
in a different location (Church) each month. We
feel by rotating the Ultreya we allow easier
access to those who are in outlying communities
and this has been well received. There are 13
locations that will host the Ultreya within our
boundaries. Once a year we hold a joint Ultreya
with the Windsor-Essex Movement hosting on
an alternating basis.

We provide our Bishop with a yearly update on
the activities of the Chatham-Kent movement.
Our prayers for the success of all Cursillo
movements around the world and especially in
North America continue as we move forward
this year. Cursillo is such a wonderful
experience and such a great way to reintroduce
people to the richness of their Catholic faith,
may it continue to grow and flourish.

Our meetings do contain the essential elements
of an Ultreya. We usually have the opportunity
available before the Ultreya to attend mass and
receive Holy Communion (Prayer Meeting with
Christ). We will then have time to share in a
small group setting on piety, action and study
(Interpersonal Meeting). This is followed by a
fourth day speaker and responder (Collective
meeting). Finally the community is presented
with any important announcements regarding
upcoming events, special meetings and so forth.

DeColores!
Respectfully and prayerfully submitted by,
Scott McMath

LONDON AREA
Lay Director’s Information: My name is Gerald
H. Kolkman. I have just completed my first year
of a 2 year term.
Secretariat: The positions on the Secretariat are:
Past Lay-Director,
Lay-Director,
Co-LayDirector, Treasurer, Spiritual Advisor, Music
Coordinator, Post-Cursillo Coordinator, PreCursillo Coordinator, Secretary,
School of
Leaders Rector,
Men’s Cursillo Weekend
Coordinator, Women’s Cursillo Coordinator,

This year the attendance has been in the 75 to
100 area as far as numbers go for each Ultreya.
We feel very blessed to have such an active
group of Cursillistas.
Although it is very difficult to accurately
determine exactly how many of our people are
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General Palanca and Parish Rep. Coordinator
and finally Email Coordinator
Our Secretariat meets monthly the 3rd
Wednesday of the month at 7:30 P.M. except for
the months of July and August.

Group Reunions: I would estimate that about
50% or our Cursillistas are in active and regular
group reunions.
Weekends: We hold weekends annually in one
location (Michaelite House). We charge $200
per candidate as well as the team. Michaelite
House is a retreat centre run by the Michaelite
Fathers.

Cursillo Community:
The London Area
Catholic Cursillo Movement covers 3 Deaneries
within the Diocese of London. The London
Deanery, The Huron-Perth Deanery, and the
Ingersoll Deanery. Some of the towns and cities
covered would be St. Thomas, Ingersoll,
London, Tillsonburg, Woodstock, Stratford,
Goderich, St.Marys, Listowel, Wingham,
Strathroy, Grand Bend, Port Stanley, Clinton,
Mitchell, and Seaforth

Workshops:
We have not made use of
workshops offered by CCCC to any great extent.
Communication with CCCC: Our Cursillo
Community is made aware of the CCCC Annual
conferences through our website as well as
emails. Attendance varies with location. If it is
in the East or the West, attendance tends to be 2
– 3 at most. If it is in the central location it will
be more like 5 – 10 participants. I would
estimate that about 20 subscribe to the CCCC
Resource Document, Fully Alive. It is great that
it is accessible now on the CCCC website. I
think that it would be a good idea that all new
Cursillistas be given a subscription to Fully alive
as part of their Cursillo Weekend Experience.
We currently do not do that in our movement.

I would say that there are 80 – 125 active
Cursillistas involved in Group Reunion and
Ultreya.
Our focus for the movement for the past year
was to try to follow more closely, the truth of
our Catholic Faith and more closely follow the
Foundational Charism of Cursillo.
School of Leaders: The School of Leaders is
held once every two months on a Saturday
morning in London in a Catholic High School in
the City of London. The participation is about
15 – 25 Cursillistas. It is open to all Cusillistas.
Our weekend teams are currently not chosen
from the SOL although we have started to
discuss this at our Secretariat meetings.

Regional Conferences: Our Cursillistas are
aware of these. On average about 5 – 10 attend.
Special Events: We hold a Welcome Back
Ultreya after both weekends. We hold an
annual Golf and Cards day. Some Cursillistas
sometimes spontaneously host a potluck BBQ.
In our Diocese there are 5 Catholic Cursillo
Movements. (Windsor, Chatham-Kent, London,
Sarnia and the Spanish Cursillo) We hosted the
first of scheduled annual joint-meetings between
these 5 movements. We are scheduled to meet
again in Sept. 2013.

The SOL has always been held in one location at
the same time, but we are thinking about
splitting the time between morning and evening
meetings to try to make it more accessible to
more Cursillistas.
We have not discussed
holding it in various places.
Ultreyas:
We currently have 4 Ultreyas
operating. They are: London, Tillsonburg, St
Thomas and Goderich. They are held monthly.
Attendance varies between 10 to 25 Cursillistas.
At our Ultreyas we have welcome and
introductions, one or two opening songs, Group
Reunion, Witness Rollo, Responses of the
community to the witness rollo, Circle of Prayer
(Prayer petitions ending with the Our Father),
Announcements, and 1 – 2 closing songs.

Liaison with Diocesan Bishop: I have not
submitted an annual report to the bishop
although I have consulted with him.
Gerald Kolkman
Lay Director
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The Ottawa Movement publishes the Fourth
Day newsletter monthly (on-line) and has
continued to make improvements to our email
news and prayer-line service as well as our
‘network-style’ web-site.

OTTAWA
During this past year, beginning July 2012, the
Ottawa Cursillo Movement prepared two teams
and held two more Cursillo weekends—one
women’s and one men’s—resulting in another
25 new cursillistas joining the community. The
teams of the past few years, have featured many
younger team members which have encouraged
younger candidates to attend the weekends and
established a broader demographic which we
hope will sustain the Ottawa movement in the
future. The spring weekends were postponed
until the fall to give the secretariat time to focus
on efforts to strengthen the Pre and PostCursillo.

At the end of June 2013, about half of the
secretariat positions conclude their two-year
terms (to maintain continuity). For 2013-14, colay director Ken Smith will take over the role of
lay director. (The Ottawa secretariat consists of
the Lay, Co-Lay and Past-Lay Directors,
Spiritual and Associate Spiritual Directors, PreCursillo Director, Weekend Director, PostCursillo Director, Communications Director,
Treasurer and Secretary. Reporting to them are
various long-term positions managing palanca,
weekend supplies, web-site, database, email
network, parish reps etc...)

The weekly Central Ultreya (using the
Mallorcan model for the past decade) has
continued with regular ultreyas (30 to 60
attendees) as well as occasional special ‘sendoffs’ for the Cursillo teams and ‘welcome-backs’
for the new cursillistas (100 to 150 attendees).
Challenge events focused on the youth of our
community are also regularly held. Several
‘reunion’ ultreyas hosted by members of recent
Cursillo teams were held to encourage
attendance at ultreya and group reunion activity
among new cursillistas. Three other monthly
parish/regional ultreyas across the Ottawa area
have also continued this year. A festive
(Advent/Christmas) Grand Ultreya (175 to 200
attendees) was held at Our Lady of Fatima
Parish in early December. ‘Palanca parties’ were
held in support of the Cursillo weekends.

The final community event of the year was the
June 5th (summer/year-end) Grand Ultreya held
at Divine Infant Parish in Orleans (Ottawa east).
B. Reilander for Mary Sheridan, Lay Director 2012-13,
Ottawa Cursillo Movement

WESTERN
It has been a very graced and blessed year for
the
Edmonton
Archdiocesan
Cursillo
Movement! We praise God and give thanks and
praise to Jesus Christ for sending the Holy Spirit
into the many activities and efforts of the past
year! My name is Dave Kornder and I have been
the Lay Director here for the past three years. I
am delighted to be working with a very active
Secretariat that has met once per month almost
all year. We have 8 attendees for most meetings,
including a Secretary, Treasurer, Pre-Cursillo
Chair,
School
of
Leaders
Chair,
Communications Chair, Post-Cursillo Chair and
a few supporting members.

Monthly meetings of the School of Leaders
continued through the fall as an effective venue
to disseminate ‘authentic’ Cursillo information.
The Cursillo 'tripod' supporting the Christian
Ideal – Piety, Study and Action – was presented
at the three fall sessions with a view to better
understand this most important tool of the
method and how to share the three effectively
in group reunion. Regular meetings of the
school were suspended in January. In early
March, a 'town hall' style meeting for the
community was held to provide input for the
secretariat as they develop strategies to improve
the Pre and Post-Cursillo.

We have a very large geographic area that we
serve in the Edmonton Archdiocese and that is
presenting us with a few challenges. The
Cursillo community includes cursillistas in
Edmonton, Beaumont,
Sherwood Park,
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Camrose, Wetaskiwin, St. Albert, Stony Plain
and as far away as Edson. This means that some
of our members must drive for two to three
hours to gather for Ultreyas, School of Leaders
or for team meetings for weekend planning.
While not so bad in the summer months, this is a
real challenge in the depths of winter.
The real focus for us over the past year has been
to develop the School of Leaders. We thank God
for the blessings that have been experienced as a
result of this effort. It began with a weekend
workshop and presentation by Sheelagh
Winston and John Schlosser in February 2012.
We received a strong foundation and lived
example of how the School of Leaders is
intended to function. Since then, we began in the
fall of 2012 and carried though to April 2013
with six meetings of the School of Leaders. We
invited all of the cursillistas in the Archdiocese
to participate. These Sunday afternoon sessions
were focused on the Ten Topics of Cala Figuera
and led by different people every month. The
sense of community and the depth of discussion
that was evident at these gatherings was a
wonderful example of the charism of Cursillo!
On average about 12 people would attend every
session. We have taken a break for the summer
but have plans already for the format for the
School of Leaders for the upcoming year.

many cursillistas in the Archdiocese who are not
active in a Group Reunion and there is a
challenge to invite them and involve them for
the future.
Just recently from May 23-26 we held a Men’s
Cursillo Weekend at the Strathcona Wilderness
Center with 12 candidates and 16 team
(including kitchen team). The Center is set in a
very beautiful rural area about 16 kms. east of
Sherwood Park, with the opportunity for true
peace and silence for outdoor walks. The Holy
Spirit’s power and inspiration was strongly felt
throughout the weekend, as hearts were
changed! We do not have a set fee for the
Cursillo weekend, but rather trust in God’s
providence to continue to provide financially for
the needs of the next weekend. We ask for
whatever amount the candidates and team feel
they are able and inspired to contribute. On
average, the cost, per person, for all aspects of
the weekend, works out to be around $120.
There is a Women’s Cursillo weekend planned
for November 7-10, 2013 also at the Strathcona
Wilderness Center. The Women’s Cursillo team
is actively meeting, planning and praying for the
Holy Spirit to touch the hearts of those who are
called to be present on that weekend. Please
pray for them!

The Ultreyas have been a regular monthly
gathering of the community in a meeting room
at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church on the
last Wednesday of the month. We have been
attempting to follow the Majorcan model more
closely and do begin with the Group Reunion
opportunity for all present. The witness talks
that we have been blessed to hear have been
wonderful testimony to the power of God and
the Holy Spirit in the lives of the speakers! There
is always a time for fellowship and socializing as
well as raising our voices in song together.

Members of our Cursillo community have been
active in attending the CCCC National
Conference in the past and this year is no
exception. We have four members who will be
attending. We are especially excited to be
hosting the National Conference in Edmonton in
June 2014! There will be much planning and
excitement in the upcoming year as we prepare
to welcome our Cursillo brothers and sisters in
Christ! Ultreya!

Dave Kornder
Lay Director

There are seven or eight different Group
Reunions that meet on a regular basis (weekly)
throughout the Archdiocese. Each of these is
comprised of approximately 5 or 6 cursillistas.
The Group Reunion that I am a member of has
been meeting faithfully for at least 20 years! The
composition of the group has changed over
time, and I have had the privilege of being
involved for the past 15 years. There are still

GROUARD MCLENNAN
Lay Director: Has completed his first year as
Lay Director for Cursillo in our Diocese. He
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found it to be an uplifting and powerful
experience of God at work through us.

Workshop: We were privileged to have
Sheelagh Winston attend our AGM in May and
facilitate a workshop for the Secretariat the
following day. She gave us an overview of
where the Cursillo Movement is today and how
it got there. We are most appreciative of her
wisdom and generosity of time and expertise.
We now have better direction in where to place
our efforts.
We look forward to having two of our members
attend the upcoming conference in Sydney, NS
in order to continue our spiritual growth and to
become more “connected” to the National
Cursillo.

Secretariat:
 To strengthen our Pre and Post Cursillo
experience
 To endeavour to help Cursillistas to join
Group Reunions
 To continue to promote attendance at
Ultreya
 To communicate with all Cursillistas
through our website, social media,
newsletters and emails
 To continue to build community
through social events

De Colores,
Margaret Popek
For the Secretariat

Cursillo Community: The most vibrant Cursillo
community continues to be the Grande Prairie
area. We are attempting to get more Cursillistas
from other parts of the Diocese actively
involved. Distance is a problem.
We are reviving our Annual Cursillo family
campout this August, with plans for a family
Christmas party and other family centred
events. Through this we hope to get more of our
young families connected to our Cursillo
community.
Ultreyas: Ultreyas are held on the last Friday of
the month in Grande Prairie. Attendance varies
between 25 – 50. We continue to try to establish
Ultreyas in other parts of the Diocese .

NEWS FROM CCCC
Group Reunions: There are several Group
Reunions which have been meeting for over 30
years but Cursillistas from weekends in later
years have not been making the commitment to
join Groups. This will be one of our major goals
for the upcoming year.

Please note, effective immediately, CCCC has a
new mailing address.
It is:
CCCC
PO Box 23066
Shoppers Westend PO
Vernon, BC V1T 9L8

Weekends: We did not have any weekends in
2012. In 2013 we held two successful weekends
in the Spring. The Men’s at St Joseph High
School had 20 candidates and the Women’s
weekend at Ecole St Gerard had 22 candidates.
We look forward to two more weekends in the
Spring of 2014. We have found Spring to be a
more favourable time due to availability of
schools and the conflict with harvest in the Fall.

Our website address has also changed, only
slightly. It is www.cursillocanada.org
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THE PERSON AS THE IMAGE
OF GOD
Meditation from the 2013 Conference
Fr. Syd Mifflen
My name is Syd Mifflen. I lived my Cursillo
weekend in May of 1992, at which time I sat at
the table of St. Anthony.
The following meditation is about the person as
the Image of God. Much of it will be familiar to
you; indeed much of it we learned in our early
catechism, though we may not have understood
it well at that time. Nevertheless, I think it bears
thoughtful consideration as we begin our
Conference.
Please join me in a prayer to the Holy Spirit, that
He may guide us as we contemplate this topic
together. Come, Holy Spirit.......

“So God created humankind in his image,
in the image of God he created them; male
and female he created them.” Genesis
1:27.
With this very straightforward statement, the
author of the book of Genesis tells us of the
almost unimaginable privilege that God
bestowed on the highest of this world's
creatures. But as I say that, I have to ask myself,
and I ask you also to consider – what does it
really mean that God created man and woman
“in his image?”

MATTERS

Surely it doesn't mean that we are physically to
look like God, for God is spirit and has no
physical image.

SPIRITUAL

Nor does it mean that we are to look like Jesus,
who is God incarnate, for his physical
appearance says nothing about his divine
nature. (St. Paul will tell us that we are to be
'conformed' to Christ, but that is different from
being made in his image and still has nothing to
do with his physical appearance.)
So how are we to understand what the 'image' of
God means?
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`To answer that, we have to ask who or what
God is. What is most essential about God? Is it
His power – that He is the Creator of all things?
His knowledge – that He knows all, even our
inmost thoughts? His omnipresence – that He is
everywhere at once, and there is nothing that
does not bear the marks of His presence? Or
what? St. John gives us the answer:

God gambled on humanity when He made us in
His image, gambled that we would choose to do
good rather than evil. The story of Adam and
Eve in the Garden is the story of humanity's
failure to reward God for His gamble or to make
that gamble pay off.
And so we say that human nature was wounded
by that first choice to disobey God. Our
freedom was diminished but not destroyed. At
that point we had to work harder to make good
choices, because there were contrary influences
motivating us to do otherwise, and we had
given up part of the power to choose well. But
we were still creatures who were created in
God's image, even if we didn't always show that
to be the case.

“God is love.” (1Jn. 4:8)
Not just a love that is simply affection.......
Not a sentimental love.....
Not a love that demands an equal return....
A love of friendship, but even more than that
Indeed, the love that is sacrificial and totally
giving ...
“For God so loved the world that He gave
His only Son, so that those who believe in
Him may not perish but may have eternal
life.” (Jn. 3:16)

But, of course, God did not stop loving
humanity. We might say that this is where Plan
B was activated. God would bring about our
redemption and make it possible for us to rise
above our wounded nature. This redemption
would come, as we know now, through the
sacrifice of Jesus Christ, opening for us the life of
grace. Listen to what the author of the letter to
the Ephesians says:

If humans are made in the image of God, then,
the most essential thing about them must be that
they, too, can love, and that their love is not
limited to affection or sentimentality or to a love
that demands reciprocity, but that is self-giving
and sacrificial.

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ
with every spiritual blessing in the
heavenly places, just as he chose us in
Christ before the foundation of the world to
be holy and blameless before him in love.
He destined us for adoption as his children
through Jesus Christ, according to the good
pleasure of his will, to the praise of his
glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us
in the Beloved. In him we have redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of his
grace that he lavished on us.” Ephesians
1:3-8

Basic to that kind of love is freedom – the power
to choose and to execute one's choice.
Freedom is an awesome power – no less
awesome by the fact that we so often take it for
granted – that one can choose to do something
or not to do it; to choose to do this rather than
that; and that one's choice can be motivated by a
sincere and authentic love for another, which is
itself a consequence of freedom. It means that
one has the power to do good, but the
frightening part is that one also has the power to
do evil – to choose not out of love, but for some
other motive. And as often as one chooses to do
evil, he diminishes his power to choose the good
to be done. In a manner of speaking, he
smudges the image of God that he is.

Redemption is, then, the basis for the conversion
of the whole human race from sin to grace, from
death to life, from darkness to light.

To say this in another way, to be free means that
we can love, for without freedom, love is
impossible. To love is itself to choose.

Think for a moment of what happens often to a
person who has turned away from God and
then, after a long pre-Cursillo, accepts an
invitation to make a Cursillo weekend. The fact

If it is not irreverent to say it, we might say that
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that he accepts the invitation is already a sign of
God's grace working in him. The conversion has
started, and during the weekend he becomes
conscious of what God is offering him, and
conversion becomes more real to him. He leaves
the weekend motivated to solidify that
conversion through the means that Cursillo
offers him in the post-Cursillo.
He is
determined to live the life of grace. He has
moved from the natural to the supernatural,
acquiring through grace the means to overcome
the influences in his life that have led him away
from God.

Or again:
“He rescued us from the power of darkness
and brought us into the kingdom of his
beloved Son.
Through him we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”
Colossians 1:13-14
Conversion from sin to the life of grace is a
result of the Christ's redemptive act and
includes the forgiveness of sins.
Or again:

You will hear at another time in this weekend
reference to the term 'transcendence,' used to
refer to this process of moving from a lower to a
higher state of being and action, which is what
happens when through conversion one moves
from a state of sin to a state of grace. There is no
need to go into it further here, but you might
recall what is said in the letter to the Ephesians,
quoted above, when that term is dealt with.

“But all who received him, who believed
in his name, he gave power to become
children of God.” John 1:12
One effect of this grace is to make us brothers
and sisters of Christ, adopted children of God.
And finally:
“Therefore, since we are justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, through whom we have
obtained access to this grace in which we
stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing
the glory of God.” Romans 5:1-2

Let me mention some more passages from
scripture that relate to this life of grace that
follows from conversion:
“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new
creation: everything old has passed away;
see, everything has become new!” 2 Cor.
5:17

Faith is a necessary prerequisite to the life of
grace, but faith itself is God's gift to us. So all
that we have in this new life is God's gift, not
merited by us, but freely given out of love.

To be baptized is to be “in Christ.” We are
raised to a new life, a life in Christ, as members
of his body.

In the beginning of this meditation we you were
asked to consider what it means that we are
made in the image of God. We saw that that
image consists of the power to love, conditioned
by freedom. We also saw that the freedom that
God wanted us to have was diminished by sin.
What we can now realize is that our freedom is
strengthened again through grace, whereby we
are raised to a new level of life and action, the
result of the redemption wrought by Christ. It
follows that the image of God shines through
more clearly in you and me the more we share
in his life through grace and the more freely we
act for good, that is, the more freely we love God
and one another.

Or again:
“But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the
great love with which he loved us when we
were dead through our trespasses, made us
alive together with Christ – by grace you
have been saved – and raised us up with
him and seated us with him in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus.” Eph. 2:4-6
To say we were dead through our trespasses is
to say that we inherited the effects of the sin of
our first parents. Through grace won for us by
Christ, we are alive with Christ.

I would like to conclude this meditation by
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borrowing the words of St. Paul to the
Corinthians:

for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ.
He will also strengthen you to the
end, so that you may be blameless on
the day of Our Lord Jesus Christ.
God is faithful; by him you were
called into the fellowship of his Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.” 1Cor. 1:4-9

“I give thanks to my God always for
you because of the grace of God that has
been given to you in Christ Jesus, for in
every way you have been enriched in him,
in speech and knowledge of every kind –
just as the testimony of Christ has been
strengthened among you – so that you are
not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait

************************************************************************************************************************

The Cradle, the Cross, the Crown: These three great symbols of our faith are as
‘rites of passage” in Christ’s life, and therefore in the life of humanity.
The Cradle. GOD SENT a baby to the doorstep of the world! He was born, not in
a king's palace, not on the famed Appian Way, but in a lowly stable, cradled in
a manger from which animals were fed. That rough-hewn cradle, cushioned
with straw, hosted the most
stupendous miracle of
the universe-God becoming
man. The hands of
God that had tumbled
galaxies and solar
systems into space became
the small hands of an
infant. The feet of God that
had roamed through
fiery planets became the
tiny feet
of a baby. That cradle
hosted the mighty miracle of
the Incarnation-the One Who spoke the
universe into existence, taking upon Himself our humanity.
That is why the Nativity scene—the crèche of Christmas—is a sacred reminder
of what Christmas is all about. For Christmas is far more than pretty parties,
Santa Clauses with cotton beards, the blaring of carols over loudspeakers, our
shopping madness. There-"cribb'd, cabined and confined" within the contours of
a human infant in that cradle is the heart of Christmas. For there, in that
cradle, is the heart of God wrapped in human flesh! There in that cradle, we see
beyond the gifts-the Giver, beyond the friends-the Friend, beyond the lights-the
Light, beyond the loneliness of our world-the Lover, beyond its pain-the Prince
of Peace
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FROM EDUARDO
The following is a text sent to us from Mallorca and is Eduardo’s response to the often quoted phrase, ‘Cursillistas
are called to be agents of change in the world’.

AGENTS OF CHANGE IN OUR SOCIETY,
OR SOCIETY-BUILDERS THAT CURSILLOS
ARE SEEKING OUT.

totally, - (surely always with the best of
intentions, can you imagine!) – first directed,
and then channelled by those who, considering
themselves better Christians than the others,
have tried to act as “agents of change" and
"builders of society". To do this they have used if one may use this expression - the human and
generous material that each Cursillo weekend
has been providing for them, to try and achieve,
the revitalization and inspiration of everything
that does not work or malfunctions within their
ecclesial field. This has been done disregarding
the will of the individual.

When Father Cesareo (Gil) commissioned me to
write something about the subject, that this
heading refers to, I thought, and still think, that
he was making things tremendously difficult
for me, because I've always believed that when
the Gospel, with its latent and powerful
effectiveness flows, influences and converges
on the place where authentically human
situations occur and take place, it energizes,
guides and directs them to their unequivocal
and most possible fulfillment. And all this
occurs naturally, with no need of Societychanging-agents who complicate and tangle it,
nor of plans devised by others who seek to build
Christian structures from where you can easily
get the label of “Christian”, without being it,
neither in spirit nor in truth.

This deviation, so often and so painfully
experienced, has been and still is, the main
reason why Cursillo often did not produce and
does not produce, the effective fruits that could
be expected of it. Usually, this is because people
who have lived a Cursillo weekend, especially if
they have personality, do not allow themselves
to be used to favour the same old to get the
usual thing, i.e., to have a group of people at
their service and disposal to sit in on their
meetings, and thus continue exercising their
talents as "agents "and" builders ".

And I have this feeling so deeply embedded
inside me, it is so real and true for me, that, in
my poor opinion, the fact of commissioning me,
and just me, to develop this issue, I'd say is
something like asking the corporal in charge of
the Section of "Dead and Injured people on the
Road", at the Traffic Department, to write an
apologia for “travelling by car”.

We must bear well in mind that those who come
out of a Cursillo weekend should neither be
manipulated or displaced, on the contrary they
have to grow where God has planted them,
because if this is done in this way, those who
have lived the joyful experience of the three day
Cursillo will gradually see their joy increase,
provided they are offered the appropriate
means. It is the atmosphere of GROUP
REUNION and ULTREYA that will enable them
to gradually clarify their belief, state their own
decision and motivate their perseverance.

Surely, on attempting to do it, the memories of
the numerous deaths and injured people he has
had to assist, pick up and testify to, would be
crowding into his brain.
The fact of remaining active in the Cursillo
Movement since its inception - in 1944 - has
made it possible for me to be a witness to how
often the powerful spiritual energy produced by
the three-day Cursillo weekend, was almost
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Without a doubt, this is the best way to start
planning the most important thing of all, which
has always been, still is and always will be, the
encounter with oneself; this is the foundation
stage, the key basis that facilitates, simplifies
and paves the way to Christ and to their
brothers and sisters, without inhibiting
"mysticisms", or uncontrolled "brotherhoods".

The structures that can be set up to promote
religiosity, morality and social conscience, are
always inconsistent if they rely more on
structures than on people, since people are
undoubtedly the means that God uses, not to
promote Christian life but to ferment it.
Too bad that it is so difficult for people to
understand once and for all, that it is not a
question of updating the Gospel through the
usual theoretical pastoral set-ups; on the
contrary, it is the Gospel that updates us all,
men first of all and then the structures, because
if we do not start from "our own Jerusalem" which is where every authentic and genuine
decision should start from - there will always be
a latent self-righteousness in everything we
carry out. What we need, or strictly speaking,
the only thing required, is that every person can
receive the Good News that God, in Christ,
loves him/her.

Because the fact is that, wherever Cursillo has
not been misrepresented or distorted, it has no
need to look for any agents of change, because
all the necessary agents will emerge naturally
from the climate that rises up and expands from
the very place where those people are, who, -as
we said above-, after having encountered
themselves, Christ and the brothers, need no
reminding that the first encounter is the most
important one in order to be able to gradually
perpetuate the other two. This is the essential
starting point.
The stubborn -though sometimes concealedurgency, with which those who have recently
encountered themselves at a three-day Cursillo
weekend are forced to change their ways and to
start building on pious grounds, instead of
giving priority to the area of their very self and
their particular environment. This creates a
situation where, with an almost mathematical
precision, they find themselves placed on very
honourable tracks, that are of a very good intent,
but they take them far away from themselves,
because of the paternalism these structures
engender,. This happens because they manage
to water down their (the cursillistas’) concerns
and interests and because they do not clarify
nor encourage any new horizons.

Every person who truly believes it, will act
accordingly, and with a serene, sustained,
humble and simple effort, will make this belief
become the light and motivation of his life. He
will be able to penetrate deep into the
environment and atmosphere of the place where
he is, and that's where he will be perceived and
will stand out with simplicity and naturalness. It
is precisely there where he will be able to also
change a lot of things. And a lot will be achieved
and built on a Christian basis within his true
and concrete reality, where he is and lives, provided nobody makes things too complicated
for him or that he is moved away from his place
and transferred to some pious endeavour, so
that once there, separated from his roots and his
"land", he will be required to bear the fruit that
the super-Christians of the moment fancy most
and believe is best.

Perhaps we can say, without being dogmatic
that in the field of normal day-to-day life, where
human beings live, if religiosity aims at
spreading itself and convincing people, it has to
be motivated by faith; morality should stem
from a joyful and cheerful conviction; and social
conscience from a clear and crystal-clear
altruism. But all this needs to be incarnated and
made alive in men and women who really live
out these attitudes/virtues. If they do it out of
obligation, they will neither enthuse nor
convince anybody.

These strokes of genius are almost always the
work of those who, considering themselves
"agents" and "builders" have not managed to see
that, by its very structure, Cursillo has no need
to seek agents or builders.
As stated above, with the Group Reunion and
Ultreya -if they are not distorted and put at the
service of other purposes-, cursillistas will create
and foster the appropriate climate, provided - as
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is unfortunately the case at times- nobody comes
up with snags or obstacles to stunt their
spontaneity.
The spontaneity that comes from a group of
Christians, when the humanity in each of them,
has been fascinated by the person of Christ, and
they gradually discover that with Him on board
inside them, their qualities gradually increase
and their difficulties lose their force.

more difficult than the one that goes from
conviction to behaviour, and that the latter is
also far more efficacious, because conviction
always spreads and infects, whereas all
behaviour can do is create the apparition of
imitators, which often does nothing but
highlight the abiding validity and relevance of
that wise phrase that says: "blessed our
imitators, because theirs will be our faults."

Nowadays, thank God, impositions do not fit in
with today’s man, and anything that comes
ordered by decree is very unlikely to appeal or
interest him, because he is gradually realizing
that the much-discussed freedom, which
everybody is yearning for, is always - before
anything else – is nothing less than the right to
be truthful. But this has not yet been grasped by
many, especially by those stubborn champions
who insist on and persist in programming
platonic apostolic tasks with the best of
intentions but far removed from reality.

When this ideal - which is what we who started
Cursillo have always sought, and have never
stopped seeking - reaches the common, natural
and humane man, if he is not manipulated, he
will easily understand that the oft-repeated and
poorly understood encounter with oneself, is the
fundamental reality from which he has to start if
he wants to tread the path of authenticity, which
is valued so highly in the market of rising
values today.
Since this is the basis for putting into play the
values we have, it always interests the person
who is a person or strives to become one,
because he will never find anything that might
reveal so much to him and interest him more
than knowing that he is on the best path to
finding his identity, to finding himself and being
himself, especially when he comes to
understand that it is only by starting with
himself that he will be able to orient himself,
follow his path and get where his discovered
human qualities - cultivated, strengthened and
given thanks for through his spirituality- will
permit.

This right to be truthful will gradually help
them realize that Christian life, rather than
consisting in having to one day account for our
acts, consists in realizing every day, and every
moment (even better - if this stage can be
reached), that by the grace of God, much can be
expected and achieved from the person, if they
become aware of their qualities and what they
can obtain, if they do not abdicate their
uniqueness, their originality, or their creativity.
This is the only starting point for an action to be
truly personal and not imposed by outlandish,
absurd and misguided guilt feelings and
responsibilities that can only convince the
gullible or naïve.

Life is always a constant challenge to the truth of
oneself, and it becomes more challenging as the
person gradually shapes up to the designs
established by the spearhead of progress, within
the vital area of his normal life, which, besides
making him a better person, tempers and tunes
him up, thus enabling him to go through life
knowing how to face apathy, despair, loneliness
and betrayal, whenever they come up in the
always possible adverse circumstances.

This reality, that was sensed, thought out,
prayed for and lived from the beginning of the
beginning, back in the 40s, has shown us that
this is the most important point, but because of
its simplicity, it is hard to understand with ease,
or rather it is almost impossible to understand,
especially for those who, considering themselves
"teachers in Israel", believe they have already
understood it.

I think nobody should be surprised at the fact
that we, the founders of Cursillo, get a bit panic
stricken by the incorrigible proponents of
"constructions" and "changes" to the simple and
plain areas of what Cursillo should be. There is

Because life has steadily proved and shown us
that the route that goes from behaviour that
complies with the rules to conviction, is much
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no doubt that they all believe that they have
found the best way to efficiency, but it’s
amazing to see how complicated they are
making things for us!

from agents of change and builders of society
who, instead of facilitating things so that the
good news that God loves them may reach as
many people as possible, thus enabling them to
feel the joy of living and existing, realizing and
becoming aware of what they are because they
are baptized. Instead they draw up a program of
activities for the new cursillistas, without
realizing that within the Christian field the fact
of “doing” (activities) without “being”
(conviction) is almost always tantamount to
“undoing”.

Because they have agreed on, regulated and
laid down rules about things that not only do
not have the same intention of the only thing
that matters, but, moreover, they entangle,
complicate and hinder the path to the genuine
essential simplicity pursued by Cursillo.
It is not that we are afraid of any updating
proposal. We have always tried to be aware and
stay abreast of the different currents in vogue
and the state-of-the-art schools of thought, but
we have also learned, from painful experience,
that every attempt to update and introduce
adaptations to an existing system must stem
from a conscious deepening into its “what” and
its “why”. We have also learned where it leads
when this fact is ignored.

Eduardo Bonnín

Evidence of this are obvious: the absurd change
of the names of the Rollos and their order of
appearance, because of being unaware of the
fact that they all form a comprehensive whole,
laid out and directed to the progressive impact
that each of the Rollos usually has on the
listener, by successively giving him, the precise
dose of truth to make his conviction possible
without forcing his decision.
The elimination of the Rollo entitled "The
Cursillista beyond the Cursillo”, which is surely
the Rollo with the strongest secular accent, and
along the lines of Vatican II; setting age limits so
that candidates under a certain age can not
attend a Cursillo weekend, when their
personality
should
outweigh
other
considerations; "legislating" the separation of
young cursillistas from
the adults; setting absolute priorities: if the
husband has not been to a Cursillo weekend so
the wife cannot go, - when whichever one of the
couple who should go first is the one with a
stronger personality, thus ensuring the
subsequent attendance of the other member -;
the picturesque mixed (men and women
together) Cursillo weekends, etc.

APPRENTICE CHRISTIAN
BY EDUARDO BONNIN
This book is now available from the CCCC
Resource Centre. Those who have already
read it are finding it a great source for
deepening their understanding of the
Cursillo Movement, its mentality and
method and especially the person of
Eduardo.

All these examples are just strokes of genius
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