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Fully Alive
THE NATIONAL RESOURCE OF THE CANADIAN CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC CURSILLOS

Cursillo of Cursillos, Ottawa 2015,
June 25-28th

We Christians form a living unity
in the heart of Christ.
Make it possible my God,
that we carry out in our lives
what we celebrate in our faith.
Eduardo Bonnin
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OFFICERS’ CORNER Bernie Reilander
We often make reference to Cursillo as a gift.
Indeed, it has made a huge difference in the
lives of millions over these past 70 years as
the gift that keeps on giving!

love. For those of us lucky enough to have
been to Mallorca to see and experience the
mentality of the movement lived as Eduardo
intended, we cannot emphasize enough the
tremendous value in being exposed to it ‘first
hand’, so this conference offered an
invaluable insight into the true method,
mentality and purpose of the Cursillo
Movement. A full summary of the Cursillo of
Cursillos follows, written by your new
Chairperson Arlene van Diepen.

Even before I began to understand the
impact Cursillo would have on my spiritual
life, I immediately recognized that my
Cursillo weekend itself was a great gift. It
helped me untangle much confusion about
what was really important and showed me
'the bigger picture' of my faith life and my
place in the Church. The short course in
Christianity gave clearer insights into what
mattered and led me to a fourth day where
the gift keeps on giving as I deepen my
understanding and appreciation of the
Method, trying to live it more fully every
day. And over the years, opportunities to
enjoy the gift more fully have continued to
come along. One more of these came this
past summer.

Questions which so often centred around
‘how’ to do certain things in various
situations are replaced with “use common
sense”, “follow the ‘spirit’ of Cursillo’s
charism”, “keep it simple” and “don't
unnecessarily complicate
our
group
reunions, ultreyas and weekends”. It is not
enough to just know about Cursillo without
also acquiring the proper mentality to live
it—moving from ‘doing’ to ‘being’.

On June 25-28, 2015, a special Cursillo
weekend was held in Ottawa at Carleton
University – a Cursillo of Cursillos – and for
this special event three Cursillo leaders from
Mallorca led the proceedings. Some already
knew Miguel Sureda, a long-time leader in
the Mallorcan Cursillo Movement and one
who has travelled in his fourth day in the
company of Eduardo Bonnin and others who
were present at the origins of the Movement
in Mallorca. Accompanying him was Juan
Aumatell who was present at previous
Cursillos of Cursillos in Canada. The
Mallorcan group was completed by Manuel
Fernandez, an active leader in their
movement and one who has studied and
lives the Charism of Cursillo. We were richly
blessed to have these 'three amigos' travel to
Canada to share with us their love and
knowledge of the movement which we all

The more I learn and appreciate the wisdom
and effectiveness of the Cursillo Method, the
more I see how Eduardo Bonnin was truly
inspired by this gift of the Holy Spirit and
spent his life nurturing this wonderful gift –
a gift that keeps on giving.
As a member of the Ottawa Movement, I
was also very encouraged to see many
members of the Ottawa secretariat and other
Ottawa-area Cursillistas taking advantage of
this unique opportunity to get close to the
authentic vision of the Movement and see
the big picture more clearly as they serve the
Ottawa community over these next years.
Along with the enthusiasm and talent
already there, I have a great feeling about
Cursillo in Ottawa for the future.

3

VOLUME 16 ISSUE 1

NUMBER 73

On the heels of the June conference during
the summer months, the officers have been
busy with a number of on-going initiatives.
Several groups have been attempting to
restart their Cursillo Movements in various
parts of the country and the CCCC is wellequipped to assist in this regard with many
resources to get them on track. One of the
latest is the newly- developed weekend
manual, based on the Mallorcan model,
which is being rolled out now through
various workshops. At the same time, the
original Mallorcan rollos are being revised in
the English language and we are working
with the US as they do the same. There have
also been a number of contacts with various
bishops as we attempt to have an official
episcopal advisor appointed for the CCCC.

and I will miss the closeness that we have
developed. They too have been a part of the
wonderful gift of Cursillo.
Bernie Reilander
CCCC Past Chair
********************************************
FROM THE NEW CHAIRPERSON
It is my honour and my privilege to serve as
the Chair for the CCCC for the next few
years. I have big shoes to fill. In my role as
officer from the Atlantic I have observed the
dedication and commitment of chairs
George Henry and Bernie Reilander. As I
look ahead, to be fruitful in my role, I need
only to model their attributes and surrender
myself to the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

A workshop for spiritual advisors who work
in Cursillo has also been organized and a
dry-run was just held in Atlantic region.
Several publications in the works include a
guide for ultreyas, an update of the FA Index
and a Study of the Charism. The planning for
the next annual national conference in
Moncton, NB in June 2016 is on-going.

Bernie has been the chair for the past three
and on behalf of the Officers’ Group and all
of the Cursillo movements in Canada, I
thank him for the numerous hours he
devotedly dedicated to Cursillo in Canada.
I look forward to working with the officers
from various parts of Canada – John
Schlosser from the West; Diane Coates from
Central and Steve MacIsaac from the East.
The CCCC is very fortunate to have our
Spiritual Advisor Fr Pat O’Meara to guide us
on ‘matters spiritual’ and I know that his
counsel will be a great asset to me as chair.
Finally, the number of telephone calls, emails
and texts from East to West have already
increased tenfold as I engage regularly in
conversation and discussion with Sheelagh
Winston, Resource Person for the CCCC and
dear friend.

At the end of October, a new officer will
begin his term on the CCCC officers group,
Steve MacIsaac from Miramichi, NB. Under
the capable guidance of the new chairperson,
Arlene vanDiepen, the national secretariat
will continue their good work. CCCC's
finances and practices have recently
undergone a complete overhaul through the
invaluable, on-going work of Dennis Coates,
our new treasurer. Please continue to pray
for all these dedicated cursillistas in their
important work.
As these last weeks of my term come to an
end, I am extremely thankful to the talented
and committed members of the officers
group with whom I have worked so closely
over these past years. They have been my
working group reunion and my dear friends

The National Officers Group (NOG) met in
Toronto in October. At that time, we
engaged in a discussion as to our strengths,
the areas we needed to improve upon and
our priorities for the next year. As a result,
4
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we have a clear picture of the ‘job ahead’ and
we in the NOG look forward to engaging
with the movements across Canada to
support them as they continue to maintain
vibrant authentic movements.

De Colores and Ultreya!
Arlene van Diepen

CURSILLO OF CURSILLOS
One hundred Cursillistas from Canada,
USA, St Lucia and Mallorca attended a
Cursillo of Cursillos in Ottawa from June 25
to 28, 2015. As Bernie mentioned, the C of C
was hosted by the Cursillistas of the Ottawa
Cursillo Movement and facilitated by
Miguel Sureda from Mallorca. He was
assisted by two other leaders, Juan Aumatell
and Manuel Fernandez, all of whom have
lived the Cursillo with our founder, Eduardo
Bonnin, in the land where it was born. It
truly was a Cursillo of Cursillos.

Cursillo Movement. Rollos included: The
Essence and Purpose, Mentality, Dangers in
the Cursillo, Leaders, The Priest in the
Cursillo, Pre Cursillo, The Three Day
Weekend, School of Leaders, Secretariat,
Group Reunion and Ultreya.
It was very evident from the beginning of the
C of C that participants were in for a great
learning experience.
During table
discussions there was a real ‘buzz’ in the air
as participants became engrossed in the
conversation. Throughout the day, Rollistas
had an opportunity to respond to questions
from the table groups. It was evident that
Cursillistas were not a shy group! Seriously,
the Cursillistas in attendance took full
advantage of the availability of the ‘three
amigos’ by posing well thought out
questions to them.

Members of table group 2

The Cursillo of Cursillos was developed by
the Eduardo Bonnin and other Mallorca
Leaders and basically follows the same
format as a Cursillo weekend with Rollos,
table group discussions and plenary
sessions. In addition the schedule allowed
for regular prayer times and daily
celebration of the Eucharist.
The three leaders from Mallorca ‘the three
amigos’ modelled a C of C as would be
presented in Mallorca. A C of C provides an
overview of the phases and elements of the

Miguel Sureda, Rector of the Cursillo of
Cursillos
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This was the 3rd time I had attended a
Cursillo of Cursillos. As I listened to the
Rollos, they were like the Gospel and things
that I had obviously heard at previous C of

books. Someone on the team will start a
‘silly’ song and will get all participants
involved in learning the song. Mallorca has
explained that this helps to engage

Learning an action song from the Three Amigos

C’s, came to my consciousness and created
wonderful learning opportunities for me.
Listening to, and participating in the
discussion at my table also added so much to
my understanding of the Rollos.
I
personally had an ‘ah hah’ moment during

candidates in the weekend it gets them
involved rather than having them just read
from a book. If I am to be totally honest, I
had been told about this since living my
Cursillo in 1998 but I didn’t buy into it until
June of 2015 when I was eye witness to how
the Mallorcans integrated music into the C
of C. We had so much fun learning silly
songs in Spanish and it was so joyous to see

Juan Aumatell, the music man

the weekend. It is safe to say that I can be
considered a ‘music person’. I have played
that role during Cursillo weekends on PEI
and I have assisted the music ministry at
many of our national conferences.
In
Mallorca during Cursillo weekends, they
only use religious songs during Mass. The
secular songs that are used otherwise on the
weekend are very simple and easy to learn
thus there is no need to distribute song

Joey and 2 of the 3 Amigos

Joey Tomasicchio with his arms intertwined
with Miguel, Juan and Manuel belting out a
song in Spanish. What did I learn from this?
First: I guess for me I believed it when I saw
it in action. Three men who laughed; who
6
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had fun and who were so loving brought all
of us to where they were. Isn’t that what we
are called to as Cursillistas – as Christians?
By being joyful and loving, people will be
attracted to what we are living, they will
want that too. The second thing I learned
‘once again’ was that when we stop to
ponder ‘why’ something is done in Cursillo
as it is and when we ‘let go’’; when we trust
and try it, we will be sold on its depth and its
simplicity. Cursillo is truly a wonderful gift.

are not able to travel to a national conference,
the CCCC is also available to come to an area
to deliver a C of C if there is sufficient
interest.

Mallorca advises us that it is very
worthwhile to have a Cursillo of Cursillos
every five years. Therefore the next one at
national level will probably be 2020.
However, recognizing that some Cursillistas

CCCC Chairperson

A number of movements could come
together to host it. If any Schools of Leaders
and/or Secretariats are interested please
contact
the
Resource
Centre
at
cccc@cursillocanada.org.
Arlene van Diepen

CONFERENCE 2016
HOSTED BY THE CURSILLISTAS OF
THE MIRAMICHI
University of New Brunswick
Moncton, NB
June 23 – 26th
More information available in the New Year
7
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE
COUNTRY


ATLANTIC,
Antigonish (Tri-Co),
Cape Breton East,
Cape Breton West
Halifax,
St. John’s,
PEI,
Yarmouth,
Valley.
Saint John
Saint John Miramichi

CENTRAL
Montreal English,
Spanish,
Korean
London,
Kent County/Chatham,
Peterborough,
Toronto,
Hamilton,
Ottawa,
Thunder Bay,
Essex/Windsor

WESTERN,
Vancouver,
Nelson,
Calgary,
Edmonton,
Grouard-McLennan,
Native Cursillo,

ATLANTIC
ST. JOHN’S ARCHDIOCESE
Hello from St. John’s, Newfoundland Labrador. My name is Rose
Edwards and I am the Lay-Director for the Cursillo Movement in
the Archdioceses of Newfoundland Labrador. There isn’t a lot to
report. We meet every Saturday morning as we have been doing
for some time. Our numbers have been down this winter. We feel
it was due to the weather and the fact that we are being challenged
by the many different Evangelist Programs that are scheduled the
same time as our Saturday meetings.
We have eight Positions on Secretariat:
Spiritual Director
Assistant Director
Pre Cursillo
Treasurer

Lay Director
Post Cursillo
Secretary
Communications

Last year the past Lay Director stayed on for a year. We removed
that position this year. The Secretariat meets once a month on the
third Tuesday. We will probably change that in September. In
June we close the Secretariat meetings until September. In July and
August there is only one Ultreya. Our area consists of:
1. St. John’s
2. Mount Pearl
3. Conception Bay South (20-30 Kilometers from St. John’s)
4. Burin Peninsula (250 Kilometers from St. John’s)

The Burin Peninsula group did not meet this past winter. Hopefully they will resume this
summer. The distance is a problem with this group. As I stated previously we meet on a regular
basis on Saturday mornings. There are 12 – 15 people who are regular at Ultreya. We hope to
see an increase in attendance with the warmer weather. There are approximately 20 active
Cursillistas, who if they don’t attend all Ultreyas still Group.
We started a School of Leaders Project last September. This was open to all Cursillistas. We
discontinued due to lack of interest. We will be picking from that Group as well as those who
attend Ultreyas when we have a weekend.
We will have a women’s weekend this October. It’s been five years since we had a weekend. We
are in the planning stage. The Archbishop will be our Spiritual Director. As previously stated
8
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building bridges from coast to
coast
we hold our Ultreya every Saturday
morning and once a month we have a
birthday celebration for those who had a
birthday during that month. We usually see
20 – 30 on that occasion.

This year as usual it was a great success
with 120 people in attendance. We did use
this forum to promote Cursillo.
We
provided an explanation of what Cursillo
was about, with an endorsement from the
Archbishop as he was in attendance. We got
two applicants for a weekend from that
function. We distributed Cursillo pamphlets
to the parishes this year. We still have our
fifth day Celebration.

We still have 15 minutes of socializing before
we start Ultreya in order to bring a sense of
community and friendship. After prayers
we read a reflection and read the Gospel.
Then we follow up with a discussion on
Piety, Action, Study and our closest moment
to Christ that week.
This generates
discussion and personal witnessing. Today I
would say that 75 – 80 percent are Grouping.
We have a Grand Ultreya every year usually
in June. This year our Grand Ultreya is
scheduled for June 20th. We always have a
good turnout. We invite our Anglican
Community. This year we will have people
from our Filipino community as well. We
are aware of workshops but haven’t had one
due to too few members.

This year five Cursillistas went to live their
fifth day. We met with the Archbishop on
several occasions and he is receptive to the
work that we want to do. He helps in any
way he can.
During the year we have Advent Reflection
Day and Lenten Reflection Day. We usually
get a good turnout. There are times when the
Archbishop will attend and some Saturdays
he may just drop by. We continue on in the
face of declining membership. We pray that
the Holy Spirit will lead us and open our
mind to know his will. Our prayers and
thoughts are with you during this
conference. May the Holy Spirit work in a
special way during this conference.

The National Conference material has been
sent out to all members active or inactive.
Normally it’s too expensive for us to attend.
We do have some members who will go to
St. John, NB for the Atlantic. As well as the
Grand Ultreya we have an annual Christmas
dinner and dance. This is held in January
after all the Christmas celebrations are over.

Respectfully Submitted
Rose Edwards

MIRAMICHI
NORTHERN HALF OF THE SAINT
JOHN DIOCESE,

Steve MacIsaac – Lay Director – One year
term to complete term for previous Lay
Director.

9
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Our Community presently has on our
Secretariat:
Lay Director – 2 year term
Spiritual Advisor – No Term
Assistant Lay Director – 6 month term prior
to becoming Lay Director
Treasurer – 2 year term
Secretary – 2 year term
Palanca/Outreach – 2 year term
Pre-Cursillo – 2 year term
Supplies – 2 year term
Recorder – 2 year term
Ultreya Co-ordinator – 2 year term

at the Villa Madonna located in Saint John.
We are expecting an excellent turnout for the
ACCC Conference. Our Bishop, Most
Reverend Robert Harris plans to attend as
much of the conference as possible. Bishop
Harris has been a great supporter of Cursillo
and we always look forward to his
attendance and comments.
We attempt to have at least 3 to 4 School of
Leaders workshops each year; generally
taking direction from the CCCC conference
for the subject material. We have 2 different
formats for our workshops; the first being an
evening school where we have one topic
with one speaker and the second being a
school on a Saturday where we have 4
speakers. We always have table discussions
and feedback from the Community and the
speakers. The schools are open to all
Cursillistas including non-Catholic. We
normally put on a lunch and charge $5.00 per
person to cover our costs. We invite
Cursillistas from the other areas to attend
our Saturday schools and sometimes we will
have 5 to 10 attending from the Saint John
area.

The term for each position can be extended
for an additional year if the person in that
particular position wishes to extend their
term. We normally do not extend for a longer
period as we feel that it is important to bring
in new people from our community to keep
them involved.
Our Cursillo Community is mainly
comprised of Cursillistas living in and
around the City of Miramichi. We also have
members from Moncton and Fredericton as
the English speaking movement is not strong
in those areas.

During our Monthly Ultreya we have a
Fourth Day speaker with comments from 2
people from our community. There are
prayers of intercession followed by corridor
time shared by the community.

There are approximately 120 to 150
Cursillistas actively involved in Cursillo in
our area with an average of 75 to 100
attending our monthly Ultreya which is held
on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at
8:00PM at St. Michael’s Basilica. There are 10
to 15 Group Reunions meeting on a regular
basis with between 4 to 10 Cursillistas in
each Group Reunion.

We normally try to hold 1 weekend per year
for both men and women. Five years ago we
implemented the idea of having a list of
candidates prior to hosting a weekend. If we
do not have at least 8 to 10 candidates
available for both the men’s and women’s
weekends then we do not form a team to put
on the weekend. This past spring we told our
community that we would not be having a
weekend because the number of applicants
was too low. This does cause some hard
feelings as there is still a lot of Cursillistas
from the old school that believe that the

The past year we focused most of our
attention on building our community as
there had been some tension in the
community as to the manner in which some
members perceived the direction of Cursillo
was moving. I feel that a better
understanding of Cursillo is happening. We
will be hosting the ACCC in September 2015
10
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weekend ‘has’ to be put on and then the
candidates will come. From experience we
have found that it takes a lot of pressure off
of the team to have the candidates in place
prior to announcing that a weekend will be
on a specific date.

Bishop Douglas Crosby each year to give
him an overview of what is happening.
Bishop Crosby, himself a Cursillista, is very
supportive of the work of Cursillo in the
diocese
The Hamilton Diocesan comprises 126
parishes, 50% of which have a Cursillo
Representative acting as a local contact for
Cursillo within the parish. Over 4,000 people
have experienced Cursillo since 1968, and
about 500 are still active in the diocese.

We charge $75.00 per person for the
weekend and everyone including the team
pays the same amount. If a candidate does
not have the money we expect that the
sponsor will let the Rector know. We usually
have team members who will pay more than
their share to help cover the money not
available from someone having a rough
financial time.

Weekends are held each spring for Men and
Women at the St. Ignatius Oratory in
Deemerton. In 2015 we welcomed 10 men
and 13 women into the Cursillo community.
The weekends are followed by a 4th Day
Reunion sponsored by the School of Leaders
and attended by new Cursillistas, their
sponsors and team members, where the
Foundational Charism is discussed, veterans
witness on how they live Group Reunion
and Ultreya, and new Cursillistas are invited
to share the first weeks of their 4th day. Team
members are selected first from the School
and then the larger community, with team
having to be in regular group reunion
and/or attending ultreya. Team comprised
10 lay people and 2 spiritual directors for
each weekend this year. Candidates and
team are asked to give $200 to cover costs of
the weekend.

The weekends are held in the basement of
Saint Michael’s Basilica and we give a
financial contribution to the church for the
use of their space.
I will miss being Lay Director when my term
ends in September but I feel that my
replacement, will do a fine job. It is extremely
important to share our knowledge and
experience in order for our movement to
continue to grow.
Respectfully submitted by Steve MacIsaac –
Lay Director

CENTRAL REGION

Ultreyas: There are 8 Ultreyas within the
Diocese meeting weekly, bi-weekly or
monthly. The parish in which they are based
are shown on the map at the left. Ultreyas
have been introduced to the Mallorcan
model but adherence varies. 100-120 people
attend ultreyas on a regular basis (20% of the
active Cursillistas).

HAMILTON DIOCESE
Lay Director: Frank Malick, 2nd year of 3
year term.
Secretariat (meets Monthly): Lay Director,
Diocesan Spiritual Advisor, School of
Leaders Co-Ordinator, Weekend Coordinator, 6 Pre-Post Cursillo Coordinators
(one for each deanery), Secretary, and
Treasurer. Members are invited from School
of Leaders. Secretariat members meet with

School of Leaders: The School meets 6 times
a year (Jan, Feb, May, Sep, Oct, Nov) in
Kitchener and Burlington. A break occurs in
March and April due to team formation for
11
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the spring weekends. Average attendance
has been 25-30 for both locations combined
(the same topics are covered in each
location). We are crurently discussing the
Topics of the 1st Conversations of Cala
Figura.

November 2012. No Regional encounter was
held in 2014.
De Colores ,
Frank Malick
CHATHAM-KENT

Group Reunions:
25% are in group
reunions. We have been strongly stressing
the importance of Group Reunion the last
three years on the weekends and at the
School of Leaders. .

My name is Nancy Crowe and I have been
the Lay Director in the Chatham-Kent
Cursillo Movement for the second year of
my two year term. My husband and I made
our weekend in 1986 in the CK Cursillo
Movement and have been active ever
since. I am very thankful to the Holy Spirit
who brings life into our Movement.

Special Events: We hold a Grand Ultreya
each September at which Bishop Crosby
celebrates mass and about 100 attend. In July
we held a family-focused barbecue social at
Deemerton, to celebrate community,
strengthen friendships among Cursillistas
and their families, and re-engage Cursillistas
who have faded away from the movement. It
was attended by over 60 Cursillistas. We will
be holding another BBQ this July.

Our Secretariat meets monthly, on the last
Monday of the month except for July.
Our Secretariat consists of:
Spiritual Director,
Past Lay Director,
Lay Director,
Lay Director Elect,
Secretary,
Treasurer,
Pre-Cursillo Director, Pre-Cursillo
Assistant,
Post-Cursillo Directors,
Leader's School Directors,
Communications Director,
Materials Directors, Assistant Materials
Directors,
Parish Rep Co-ordinator,
Palanca Co-ordinator,
Grouping Co-ordinator.
In key positions, we bring on Assistants,
that take on a one year term, providing them
the time to be mentored into the new
position. All other positions are two year
terms. In addition to these positions, we have
a: Library Co-ordinator, Music Co-ordinator
and Prayer Line Co-ordinator. Our Prayer
line Co-ordinator works year round to allow
Cursillistas: to ask for, to pray for and receive
intercessor prayers from the larger

Workshops: We held a workshop in October
2014 for veteran Cursillistas, with a special
emphasis on re-igniting Cursillistas who
have drifted away from the Total Security of
the movement. The topic was “Living the
Sunday Talks”. It was attended by 33
Cursillistas, and a positive effect of the
workshop was that 8-10 Cursillistas who had
not been grouping have formed their own
weekly group reunions.
Communication with the CCCC:
We
advertise the conferences through our
website, newsletter and at Ultreyas. On
average we have 5-10 who attend. All on the
Secretariat subscribe to the Fully Alive
Newsletter.
Regional Conference:
The Regional
Encounter is advertised through our
newsletter and website. Many attended the
Regional Encounter held in Toronto in

12
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community. Our library is stocked with
many great books, CDs and DVDs, that can
be signed out.

around 40 persons. Each year, we also
provide specific training evening for Rectors
and Co-Rectors, in the very early spring,
shortly after announcing the names of the
new Co-Rectors.

Through the position of Communication
Director, our movement publishes a bimonthly
newsletter
(on-line),
communicates/advertises on-line to 600
Cursillistas the current news i.e. information
on weekends, Ultreyas, School of Leader's
and other reminders. A Chatham-Kent
Cursillo web site is maintained.

Our Men's weekend is held the 3rd weekend
of January and then the women's weekend
follows two weeks later. This year we
welcomed 10 men and 21 women. At the
closing
approximately
225
veterans
welcomed the babe chicks (sic) into the
community.

The population of this CK area is about
100,000 and the central community of
Chatham is about 40,000. We have monthly
Ultreyas on the third Friday of the month.
The locations of the Ultreyas move around
the communities of Chatham Kent. Once a
year, in June, we hold a Joint Ultreya with
the Windsor-Essex Cursillo Movement, each
alternatively hosting the function. In the fall,
we have a special "Reunion Ultreya", where
we invite Cursillistas that have just made
their weekend, and those that have made
their weekend this year and 10, 20, 30 years
previous. The Rector's table of each weekend
contacts their teams and they in turn contact
their table partners.

Although difficult to accurately determine
the exact number of our members that are in
active and regular group reunions, I would
venture to estimate that we have about 35%
involved.
Our community is well aware of the
National Conferences that occurs yearly,
through communication at our Ultreyas and
our communication network. I will be
attending the conference this June in Ottawa.
Our Spiritual Director is Deacon Jerry Lozon.
Rev. Ronald P. Bishop Fabbro, our bishop
receives a copy of the annual report,
outlining the activities of the Chatham-Kent
Cursillo Movement.

Our host parish representative starts the
Ultreya with a mass, followed by a sharing
in a small group setting using the guidelines
of piety, study and action. The parish
representatives introduce the 4th day
speaker and the speaker shares with us.
After the speaker finishes, a responder gives
us a brief overview of the talk. Then any
announcement
from
the
Secretariat
regarding upcoming events, and happenings
of Cursillo are given. The attendance at the
Ultreyas continues to be between 60 - 100
persons.

We are very grateful to those that have gone
before us that worked hard with faith,
courage, wisdom and provided us with deep
roots for this movement in the ChathamKent area. We pray that all will continue to
work and share this experience in all areas of
the world, so that more and more people
may come to know the love and mercy of our
God through the Catholic tradition of our
faith. God bless each movement.
Decolores,
Respectfully submitted,
Nancy Crowe

Leader's Schools are held in the spring and
in the fall. The school is open to all
Cursillistas. Our attendance is usually
13
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Reunion. Attendance at Ultreya varies from
about 12 people to as many as 50 when we
have Grand Ultreyas, which typically follow
the ladies’ and men’s Cursillo Weekends.

WESTERN
ARCHDIOCESE OF VANCOUVER
Lay Director’s Information: Lynette Barreto
(completed 2nd year of 2 year term)
New Lay Director from May 2015 –
Geraldine Lunde
The secretariat composition for our
movement consists of the following:
Spiritual Director;
Lay Director;
Secretary;
Treasurer;
Pre-Cursillo,
Cursillo and Post-Cursillo positions,
Rector of School of Leaders;
First Nation’s representative;
plus two other members

Bob DeAnna is Rector for the School of
Leaders which meets monthly at Our Lady
of Fatima Parish, Coquitlam. Activities
including readings and discussions of Rollos
presented at CCCC National Meetings.
School of Leaders is also where we hear
Rollos to be presented at Cursillo weekends.
On average about 10 people regularly attend
School Of Leaders and this increases to about
20 when Cursillo weekends are approaching
and Rollos are being heard.
There have been a few changes in our
Movement since December 2014. Ultreya is
now on Saturday mornings, rather than
Friday evenings. This change has made it
possible for more people to come to Ultreya.
We continue to meet for Ultreya at Our Lady
of Fatima Parish, Coquitlam every first and
third Saturday of the month. We generally
follow the Mallorcan format as modeled at
CCCC meetings. Ultreya begins with small
group sharing, followed by a witness Rollo
and responses to the Rollo, announcements
and then prayer. Certain changes at St. Paul’s
Parish in North Vancouver have meant that
we were no longer able to meet there for
Ultreyas. We are working with the First
Nation’s representative, and community, to
determine how best Secretariat can serve
their needs through Cursillo. During the
year we also learned that the Cursillo
community in Mission is not able to host
Ultreyas there at this time. Secretariat is
discussing the possibility of holding satellite
Ultreyas in the Metro Vancouver community
at the invitation of Cursillistas in any parish.
On June 6th 2015 a number of Cursillistas
gathered for a CCCC Workshop presented
by John Schlosser and Sheelagh Winston.

The Archdiocese of Vancouver encompasses
parishes in the Metro Vancouver area, both
north and south of the Fraser River, and it
also extends east into the Fraser Valley to
include Mission, Abbotsford and Hope, and
north to include Sechelt. Cursillistas mostly
reside in the Metro Vancouver area and there
is a small number living in the Mission area
of the Fraser Valley. 2014 marked the 50th
Anniversary of the presence of the Cursillo
Movement in the Archdiocese of Vancouver.
2014 was yet another busy year for
Archdiocese
of
Vancouver
Cursillo
Secretariat. Our activities have included
Ultreyas, Palanca for Cursillo weekends
across the globe, monthly meetings of the
School of Leaders, Men’s and Women’s
Cursillo weekends, a Fourth Day Workshop
and the production of a Fourth Day
Newsletter. We have also held a number of
social gatherings including our annual
Cursillo Summer picnic in August and the
December Christmas Ultreya celebration.
We do not have an estimate of the number of
Cursillistas currently involved in Group

Continued on page 17
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TO BE A FRIEND
Fr Patrick O’Meara
National Spiritual Advisor to CCCC
In the Cursillo Movement, all team members have the
privilege and the responsibility of revealing the friendship
that God offers and desires with everyone – especially the
candidates. So the relationships among team members
between the team members and the spiritual advisor, between
team members and the candidates, between the spiritual
advisors and the candidates are crucial
How well do team members know each other? How well do
team members respond to each other’s needs? What efforts
are underway so that team members will know the candidates
and vice versa, so that the candidates and the team members
can respond to each other’s needs?
The response to these questions speaks dramatically to the
quality of the friendship. What is of utmost importance in the
Cursillo movement is the strength of the bonds of friendship
among Cursillistas and between Cursillistas and the
candidates so that everyone is convinced beyond the shadow
of a doubt that God wants to be everyone’s friend – wants to
be as close to everyone as he or she allows God into his or her
circle of friends.

MATTERS
SPIRITUAL

The kind of friendship that God deeply desires with everyone
can be, and should be revealed in the celebration of the liturgy
– at Mass, meditations, visits to the Blessed Sacrament. It is
important that these celebrations be a means and an occasion
in which everyone can lift up his or her heart. While the rollos
which include the rollos of the spiritual advisor be delivered
with the utmost of conviction, probably the most excellent of
ways that God’s friendship is expressed – especially to the
candidates – is in the friendship that is experienced – in the
relationship of friendships – on the Cursillo weekend.
The celebration of the liturgy with devotion is necessary. The
wisdom communicated in the rollos is also necessary. What is
important is the spirit of community in which everyone tries
to convince everyone else – but especially the candidates – that
God wants to be everyone’s friend. In listening with respect
to everyone’s story, there is the opportunity to begin to know
the person as a friend.
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To understand what my friend needs, to
know what I can and can’t do to help my
friend, to know what I need to receive from
my friend and in my friend’s effort to help
me to receive what I need strengthens bonds
of friendship.

bonds of friendship between myself and God
will strengthen as I continue to live? Do I as
a Spiritual Advisor inspire in others a desire
for friendship with God? Do I try to inspire
people to take the Gospel into the
marketplace?

In this sharing, there is the opportunity of
discovering God as friend. While there is a
profound difference between the way I relate
to God and the way I relate to fellow
humans, still the importance of realizing
God
as
friend
can
never
be
underestimated. While God is awesome and
totally deserving of all honour, all respect
and worship, remember that God insisted on
sharing and experiencing human life in the
person of Jesus – thereby demonstrating
God’s desire to share intimacy – to share a
friendship based on un-conditional love and
God waits for our response, realizing of
course the kind and quality of friendship
that people can offer.

Perhaps, searching myself in the way I form,
or have failed to form friendship, may
indicate to me how inspirational I may or
may not be in inspiring others to form
friendships with God and to share the fruit
of the friendship with others. Perhaps the
question that is most revealing is, do I want
to give myself to establish and maintain a
relationship of friendship. This self-giving
requires perseverance, especially in the
many challenges that can strain or end
friendships.
Growth in friendship requires that I know
and understand my friend. In sharing my
story with my friends and allowing them to
share their stories with me will give a
splendid opportunity to appreciate what
each can offer. In appreciating the needs and
how each can help others receive what is
needed enriches the gift of self that each can
offer to others.

While our encounter with God is different
from the meeting that God in the person of
Jesus had with His (Jesus’) contemporaries,
our meeting with Him can still be as
powerful as theirs was. In establishing this
kind of a relationship there is a need for trust
– that in our prayer or piety we will meet
God, that in our study of Scripture or our
environment (especially in the lives of our
friends) we will meet God. If I trust that in
my action – especially in my service to others
- in inconveniencing myself for others’
good, in allowing others to serve me, in cooperating with others I can not only meet but
be at one with God.

Do I try to understand and share the
burdens and tears resulting from the hurts
that I and others of my friends have
experienced? In sharing the burdens and
tears of others, do I trust that these burdens
and tears need not bring me down into the
depths of depression but in their sharing
there is the possibility of rising above
despair?

How much do I as a Spiritual Advisor have
that in my prayer, in my appreciation of
Scripture and in my environment – in my
friendship with others - in my actions
attending to the needs of others – how much
trust do I have that I will meet God as
friend? How much trust do I have that the

In the sharing of stories, tolerance for the
likes and dislikes is essential. What I may
find helpful may hurt my friend. What my
friend finds helpful, I may experience as
harmful. It is important that in a
relationship not to impose our likes, our
methods on our friends. What moves me to
16
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happiness may move my friend to
despair. How well each knows the other is
important in friendship.

there are hurts that cause severe pain and
their healing may take a considerable
amount of time, hopefully I will do my best
to persevere in the healing process whether
in need of forgiveness of need to
forgive. This aspect of friendship is
especially important in the relationship with
God as friend. Hopefully – especially as a
Spiritual Advisor – I will not cause anyone to
doubt in the willingness of God to
forgive. The great tragedy of Judas’ story is
that he failed to trust that God would forgive
him
and
so
he
destroyed
himself. Friendships need not end in such
tragedy.

In the stories of friendship both
misunderstanding and conflict can be
inevitable. Rising above the confusion from
misunderstanding and conflict, requires
reconciliation. In misunderstanding, a
simple clarification may be sufficient
healing. In conflict, there is the opportunity
to renew the bonds of friendship by realizing
how small are the debts that others owe to
me and how great my debt is to God. While

Continued from page 15
This was followed by a Grand Ultreya and
some social time.

spiritual director for Cursillo weekends and
also for our Movement over the past 20

Cursillo Weekends are held at Our Lady of
Fatima Parish Centre and School in
Coquitlam. There is are front and kitchen
teams for these weekends. Candidates and
team members contribute to costs which are
approximately $150 per person, although no
one is ever excluded if they cannot pay this
amount or contribute at all. During 2015 we
will be exploring possibilities of holding
Cursillo Weekends at other venues.

years. During this past year, we welcomed a
total of 31 new Cursillistas into our
community – 12 men in May 2014 and 10
women in August 2014 with another 9
women in May 2015. Candidates are
frequently invited back to Ultreyas as a way
of supporting them on the 4th Day. We also
run an annual 4th Day Workshop where
candidates are invited to re-unite with each
other, and other Cursillistas, and to hear
Rollos and discuss the 4th Day journey.
Cursillistas added to the community email
and receive announcements about Ultreya,
events and social gatherings. We maintain a
website www.decolores.ca which regularly
updates and includes a calendar of events.

There were two Cursillo weekends in 2014.
Matt Maddolozzo was Rector for the Men’s
Weekend in May 2014, and Patricia
Macdonald Rectora for the Ladies’ Weekend
in August 2014. The 2015 Ladies’ Weekend
took place in May with Karen Fernandes as
Rectora. We gratefully acknowledge the
dedication of Matt, Patricia and Karen, and
all team members, in planning for the
weekends, and in so doing, adding to our
Cursillo community. We are thankful to
Father Patrick for his contributions as

In 2014, four secretariat members attended
the CCCC National Meeting held in
Edmonton, Alberta. In 2015, four members
of the Vancouver Cursillo Movement plan to
attend the Ottawa Conference.
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Witness
Daily we touch Him
My name is Diane Coates and I lived my
Cursillo weekend in Toronto ON, February
1976, with St. Anne’s table group.

Primie was diagnosed with stomach cancer
last year. Of course we all prayed fervently
for her healing, but that was not God’s will
for her.

I have heard so many times that we are all
called to be saints. I do desire it, long for it
and do strive for it, but sometimes there’s a
nagging and at times very convincing little
voice in me saying, “you’re kidding
yourself .. you, a saint ??”
And then a few weeks ago I was so very and
blessed to have been reawakened to the truth
and reality of that call to all of us to holiness,
to become a saint, when I attended Primie’s
funeral.

During the homily, the priest shared with us
that one day, Primie came to him saying, “I
have good news to tell you.” He replied,
“Oh that’s wonderful. We all need to hear
good news sometimes.”
She responded, “I have cancer. Jesus has
given me this opportunity to share in his
suffering.”
These words came at me like an arrow. The
immediate thoughts that came to my mind
were, “Who announces that they have cancer
as “good news” … expressing gratitude for
such a sickness ????

I am a catechist in the RCIA process at our
parish as well as Primie’s husband John.
Primie would help us out by getting snacks
for all of our sessions and most memorably,
she would assist in the organizing, serving
and clean-up of the food for breakfast and
lunch for all our retreats when we so enjoyed
her renowned, delicious big pot of
homemade soup.

I know that we can and in fact do accept and
offer our trials and suffering for others as
palanca …. but to see it as “good news” and
thus expressing a mindset of gratitude!!”

I would describe Primie as a woman of few
words and a sweet, gentle soul with a
perpetual smile.

I was deeply moved and challenged by these
words, pervading my mind and heart,
leading me to persistent reflection and selfexamination since then.
Do I respond to the difficulties, trials or even
irritations
I
encounter
daily
as
“opportunities”, as blessings that lead me
closer to Jesus and allow me to love more as
He does, freely and totally, so that all know
His love for them and are ultimately led into
His presence forever? Do I offer them up

I knew she was a woman of faith, attended
Mass and I assumed that she was a prayerful
person. When the RCIA team and spouses
occasionally met socially, we all enjoyed
chatting, but I never really had the
opportunity to really get to know her, until
her funeral.
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with a heavy heart, rather than a peaceful,
grateful heart?

The priest also shared that Primie never lost
her smile throughout her great suffering and
that in her final days, the words that she
repeated over and over were, “Jesus thank
you for loving me”…. Jesus thank you for
loving me….”
There is no doubt that she is a saint.

I recognized that this had not been my
response in times of great loss or trials. Even
in the small daily irritations or demands on
me, do I do them somewhat begrudgingly as
I offer them up as palanca, or do I thank Jesus
for these opportunities through which He
can love more through me and transform me
to be more like Him? How would I respond
at this time if I faced a serious crisis as Primie
did?

I wonder how many everyday saints I have
been in the presence of and didn’t notice.
Yes, indeed this is what we are all called to
be and He reveals the way through His
saints. Primie has left an indelible mark in
my soul.

I have often felt a sense of privilege and
gratitude that I have had the opportunity to
have physically been in the presence of real
saints, such as St. Mother Theresa when she
came to Toronto in the late 1970’s when she
passed within a couple of feet from me and I
truly felt a “presence”, St. John Paul II when
he came to Youth Day in Toronto, and I
stood about 6 feet as he drove by in his
popemobile and Eduardo Bonnin whose
cause has been officially initiated for his
beatification, whom I met and spoke with
when he came to Toronto, being so touched
by his simplicity, gentleness, humility and
deep faith. These were truly encounters with
real saints, however brief, they touched my
life.

Was it God’s will that Primie not be spared
her intense suffering so that certainly I, and I
have no doubt many others present in her
life and those present at her funeral, learn the
way to Him through suffering as she did, not
only carried her cross, but with a grateful
heart. I wonder how much redemption has
been granted through Primie, God’s very
simple, faith-filled and grateful instrument –
an everyday saint.
Thank you Lord, for continuing to reveal
your love and teaching me your WAY.
Primie please pray for me.
De Colores

the team meets a minimum of 8 and a
maximum of 12 times prior to the weekend.
The time is spent in building the team
dynamic, deepening the friendships. This
takes place as they engage in what is
essentially Precursillo work; it is a very
different concept to what most movements
in Canada consider to be the purpose of the
team meetings.

Q. What does team preparation look like in
Mallorca?
We have been asked this question several
times so we went to the source. In Mallorca,

The team leaders in Mallorca do a lot of work
in terms of the candidates. They go over the
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list of those who have applied to be on
weekends previously and for one reason or
another they didn’t actually come to the
weekend. They speak to the sponsors and go
back to these candidates, either by phone or
personal contact and in conjunction with the
sponsors, to discern whether or not they
want to attend the upcoming weekend.
They work together by speaking to people at
the Ultreya, those who invite candidates to
the Cursillo weekends regularly, to discuss
all the possibilities. The team also phone
friends and challenge them to join the
Precursillo work by looking for candidates.
From this it is obvious to see that the
Precursillo and the candidates are not just
the responsibility of the sponsors or those
who invite people to attend the Cursillo. It is
very much part of the work of the team and
does much to build the relationships among
team members. They spend time at the team
meetings talking about the candidates that
they have.

the Cursillo. If it is felt that this is perhaps,
not the right time, the team member will tell
the Rector and he will then speak to the
person who has put the candidates name
forward and the Spiritual Advisor. Through
this a prayerful and discerned decision will
be made.

Two to three weeks before the Cursillo
weekend, team members invite individual
candidates for coffee or some other kind of
informal meeting just to get to know them a
little better, to find out what they feel about
the Cursillo weekend and where they are in
relationship to God. By doing this the
candidates will already know one or two
before they get to the weekend. They also use
this as part of the discernment as to whether
the candidate should be accepted to attend

The rollos are not critiqued by the team but
the rollista will find a mentor, someone who
has experience in giving rollos, perhaps a
past Rector, and they will meet with them
privately. This again is not a rule, it is part of
the criteria. The criteria is that the team are
in group reunion and the Ultreya, most of
them also participating in the School, giving
them an understanding of the mentality.

Part of the team building process is also to
provide the opportunity to ask questions
about their rollo, either directly to the Rector
or to someone who they know would be
helpful. If there are new team members, the
Rector will sit with them and go over the
unfolding of the weekend, especially of the
first night, and he will explain why things
are done the way they are.
The rollos are assigned at the team meetings
and all the elements of the weekend are
discussed so that every team member is
familiar with how the weekend develops
and the way things are done and why.

THE JOB AHEAD

The following is the final presentation given at the 2014 Annual Conference in Edmonton by Bernie Reilander. Its
message is as pertinent today as it was in 2014.

During this conference we hoped, as we do
with every conference, to achieve what St.
Paul, patron of Cursillo, said so well in his
first letter to the Corinthians: (1 Cor. 1: 10)
“Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters,
by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all

of you should be in agreement and that there
should be no divisions among you, but that
you should be united in the same mind and
the same purpose.” St. Paul's statement
leads me to an important thought we hope to
leave with you at this conference which is the
20

VOLUME 16 ISSUE 1

NUMBER 73

service of Another, it does not serve itself,
seeking to be a strong body, but it strives to
make the Gospel of Jesus Christ accessible,
the great truths, the great powers of love and
reconciliation that appeared in this figure
and that come always from the presence of
Jesus Christ.”

idea that if people would spend as much
time working with the people in their
movements as they do on the administrative
aspects of their movements, we'd be so much
further ahead with the work of Cursillo in
the world. We know, of course, that some
structure is necessary, but hopefully it would
never become the dominant focus. We need
the focus to be on less organizing and more
getting on with it!

The same is true of Cursillo which does not
serve itself. Cursillo is not meant to exist for
itself, to build a structure, with more
weekends, more rules and more manuals.
Our job ahead is to simply know our charism
– to know why we do what we do so we can
live it more effectively and authentically. To
that end, I again recommend to you a deeper
study of the Study of the Environment rollo
which leads to a better understanding about
how to bring to reality this 'Vision to Mission'
about which we have been speaking.

As Arlene said yesterday in her rollo about
finding our path. Our real job as Cursillo
leaders, is to make it possible for the message
of the rollos of the Cursillo weekend take
root in our lives. The Movement exists, to
send our people forth, into the world that so
desperately needs to hear the Good News.
“How beautiful upon the mountains are the
feet of those who bring the Good News”
(Isaiah 52:7). As we heard in yesterday's
meditation, sometimes the lone Christian
who gives of himself or herself is the only
means by which their companions know
Jesus, His way of life, His message of hope
and love. What do my companions learn
about the Gospel of Jesus from my way of
life, from my manner of living? Will the way
I preach my Gospel encourage others to use
their freedom and put it wholeheartedly at
the service of the Good News that Jesus
never tires of offering to everyone? It is
imperative that we all put our gifts and
talents, our Conviction and our Freedom at
the service of the One we say we wish to
follow. Those with whom Jesus shared the
Good News went away, leaping and dancing
and shouting for Joy. That is our job as a
Cursillo movement, to reach out to the
people in our environments to set their feet
on the right path and to watch them go as we
ourselves follow our own paths.

Our job ahead is to continue to reflect on the
message of this conference – to continue to
make the mentality of Cursillo our own
mentality. We encourage you to read the
literature available about Cursillo's charism
and to study the mentality when you gather
in your Schools of Leaders. Make use of the
many resources offered through our national
Resource Centre. Share with those in your
local movements what you have learned
here and are continuing to learn as you study
– that is, about the WHAT and the WHAT
FOR and not simply the HOW TO.
Our hope for this conference is that we have
demonstrated the basic difference between
talking about things and actually doing them
– the action part of the method. We have a
mission which flows from Eduardo's
original vision. We must not just spend our
time and energy perfecting our movements
but help all to live their 'fourth day'
authentically and effectively.

Our mission as Cursillistas can only be
effective if God is at the center of our lives
and reflected in our service to others. Pope
Benedict XVI said: “The Church is at the

Again we ask that you take what you
discovered at this conference back to your
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home movements and share it with those
leaders who were not able to be here this
weekend. Share with them the insights and
discoveries you've made as well as the
resources about which you are now aware.
We hope that your knowledge of familiar
things has been strengthened and that you
will be encouraged in your study by those
new ideas which will take you deeper into
your understanding of Eduardo's vision of
Cursillo and the mentality which led to a
very effective method. By looking closely
and dissecting Eduardo's definition of
Cursillo, we hope that you have an even
more enthusiastic zeal for the mission that
every Cursillista has, indeed every Christian
has, to bring Christ to everyone beginning
with ourselves.

evangelization where our actions speak
louder than any of our words.
I remind you once again of our conference
theme: From Vision to Mission – The What and
the What For.
Eduardo aimed to fill our
minds with ideas and our hearts with fire –
to be leaders who think creatively and with
enthusiasm, to again experience the spirit,
excitement and restlessness we had at the
end of our Cursillo weekend. As I said
yesterday, it is important to understand, that
the mission we have as Christians and as
members of the Catholic Church and the
mission we have as Cursillistas, is the same
mission – to evangelize -- to bring God's love
to all our environments. Through Cursillo
we have a proven method to do that – a
method that works and has shown time and
time again to make the impossible possible.
Cursillo's gift to us is a practical and effective
method to use in bringing God's love to all
the places where He is unknown or has been
forgotten. We don't belong to Cursillo
because it is comfortable and feels good. We
are Cursillistas because we are Christians
living our Christian-ness and having a desire
to be what God has called us to be. Our
mission is to have all people on the journey
with us, living the method in all its aspects,
living it as the Holy Spirit, through Eduardo,
designed it to be lived. Cursillo is not an
event but an on-going lifestyle – a way to live
as disciples in Christ's footsteps. This is the
mission – to be co-creators with Him in
transforming the world with the Gospel.

Christ put together a small group of apostles,
and then a small band of disciples, both male
and female. He sent his Holy Spirit upon
these disciples and apostles to give them a
complete understanding of Christ's truth.
The Holy Spirit, with great gifts of wisdom,
understanding,
counsel,
fortitude,
knowledge, piety, fear /awe of the lord,
opened up for them the truth, and made
them holy, and showed them that they are
really capable to carry on the mission of
Christ on earth. And today, through the
Holy Spirit, Jesus calls on each one of us to
do the same. The Holy Spirit helps us, to
recognize the common good; the good of the
Church, all of us together, to share the
mission of the Church, to be spokespersons
of Christ’s enduring message of hope, love,
and faith. And so we come to share these
gifts,
through
evangelization,
an

de colores Bernie Reilander

Stuck for ideas for Christmas gifts?
Why not buy a subscription to Fully Alive for your Cursillista
friends? Go on, share the love and the great information!!!!
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FROM EDUARDO
In 2008, Eduardo spent a weekend with the Cursillistas of Mallorca called Days with Eduardo, at which
he gave all the rollos. We have published several of these rollos in previous issues of Fully Alive. Here is the
first part of the rollo he gave on the last day, the concluding part will be included in the next issue of Fully
Alive. The text is taken from a spoken presentation so is in a conversational style.
A FEW DAYS WITH EDUARDO
Talk: Knitting the ideas together.
Several people have told me this morning:
“this is coming to its end! Isn’t it a great
pity? ”. Well, I believe it’s just the opposite.
It is right now when things must really get
started; otherwise, we have understood
nothing at all. It is all beginning now,
everything is beginning now; the starting
pistol has gone off and we must race off and
conquer the world, the entire world. Of
course, the whole world may seem too great
a task, but it is not beyond our reach because
that is what the Lord wishes: He wants us to
go out to the whole world, to the whole
known world. We might go to Mars, or even
to the Moon. At the closing ceremony of the
first Cursillo one man stood up and said:
“we are not going to stop until a Cursillo is
held on the Moon” – back then the space
race was under way and there was talk
about putting a man on the Moon and this
was then accomplished, but we have not
gone there yet-, however if you all put your
names down for a Cursillo on the Moon or
on Mars, we shall all go up there and hold
one.

indicating the family’s favourite passage-,
but they do not love each other as the Lord
wants us to. I think that the Bible ought to
be carried in one’s heart and especially the
Gospel because the Old Testament is very
complicated, isn’t it? With so many killings
going on. Well, this is something we shall
come to understand once we are in Heaven.
What we must understand here on Earth is
the living Gospel; the Gospel alive which
brings life to each one of us.
One of you has enquired: “Isn’t there going
to be a closing ceremony? – there are no
closures here!, things get opened up; we
open ourselves to the world and to those
around us. We must make this discovery:
who are the people close to me? - for some
it may be… we’ll I don’t really know.
Sometimes, because I have given Cursillos,
- and I am not an attorney or a court clerk,
they come and see me: our community
leader is a so and so; if I had a gun, I’d shoot
him! Thank God I don’t carry a gun. There
are so many problems with the garbage
collection service in the neighbourhood that
we must be on good speaking terms with
him. And then it turns out that I can’t stand
my sister-in-law!, and of course, they say
that sisters-in-law shouldn’t be mixed
together, but I believe the Gospel can “mix
them” together. The Gospel can do
anything, and we must descend to the
things reality holds; otherwise, we’ll simply
"hang”, although we may “hang” from the

So, what must be done then? Well! Let’s
leave Mars and the Moon aside-and as
someone put it- let’s leave the Gospel and
aim for reality. That’s wrong; we must place
the Gospel in our real context so that the
Gospel may grow. Otherwise, the Gospel
becomes a book which so many families
have at home, - I have seen it with my own
eyes; they have The Bible with a bookmark
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Gospel and we won’t extend things into our
daily lives. Today there is much talk of
living “from day to day”. I like it when
someone says: “living day to day”, but we
must live every “moment”. I think I have
already mentioned something which I do
like very much: the Gospel must be lived
out every moment of the day, so it can be
given at every moment. There are those who
–may the Lord forgive me for using foul
language- belch the Gospel up. And this
must not be done. We have to “digest”
things properly and put the Gospel in our
hearts and in our minds. To avoid doing
silly things or poor Christian deeds, so that
Christ may be clearly seen through us; more
than clearly I would say: crystalline. The
Gospel must be made clear in everything we
do. We don’t only have to behave in a
Christian manner at our Group meetings, sometimes the Group Meeting turns into a
façade of qualities. One says that he went
into a Church and the priest was giving
Benediction; At that moment he had a
special moment! Well … all these moments
are prefabricated ones. I think one can say:
“I haven’t had any special moments this
week. Now I am putting up with what he’s
saying out of Charity”. It is this that is my
special moment: God is helping me bear
this! With this sincerity, he put up with the
one who thought so highly of himself! The
latter got a bucket of water on his head and
had to swallow a dosage of reality we all
have to endure each day. We shouldn’t
think so highly of ourselves. Why should
we put ourselves up on a pedestal when we
are nobody!

“Where did He say that?”. “Read the
Gospel”: “I shall raise him from the dead on
the last day”. - “I had not realized that”. “Where does your joy stem from?”. -“I don’t
know!” - “I sometimes read a book I liked, I
listened to music or I saw a beautiful
landscape”. - “That’s where God lay; there
was a piece of God there”. – “You are so
foolish”. God is fully present in the Gospel
and we must discover Him there.
We must learn what having faith means
because there are Christians who sometimes
do not have any. I have already told you
that in order to diagnose our present day
and age, we must know that there is
religiosity without faith, morality without
conviction and politics without caring for
others. That’s how well things are going for
us! I once met somebody, whose name I do
not wish to remember, bitter and sad and
whose Baptism could not be seen anywhere.
I was attending an old-fashioned Mass. I
normally attend Mass in the morning but
this one was a mid-morning ceremony and
as we were leaving the church he
recognized me and said: “Don’t you
remember me? We were at a Cursillo
together and so on. Those were the good old
days”. “These times are much better ones
now”, I replied. “I beg your pardon? - Yes,
indeed. I was walking past a kiosk the other
day and I was shocked. Haven’t you seen
the magazines …? – Do you read the
magazines in the newsagents’? – Haven’t
you grown up yet?” “Are you the kind of
man who reads the magazines there?” “No,
the world has become very bad”. “The
problem here is that you are bad”. “I have
just been to Holy Communion!” “You could
have fooled me!” And, he replied sadly–his
eyes resembling those of a dying lamb on a
hook at a butcher's shop-: “Things would be
different if priests wore their collars again”.
I told him: “I’ll shake your hand and take
leave because we aren’t going to see eye to
eye about this matter” How was someone

I believe we must continue in the world of
the living not humbly but truthfully until
the Lord calls us to the other world - I
believe that the other world is not for the
dead, but for those who are really alive.
Someone asked me once: “Do you believe
we shall rise from the dead?”; “But has
Christ said so?”. “I beg your pardon?”,
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depending on the priests and the Church for
his happiness going to understand me…?. –
What about Vatican II? There are some who
speak about Vatican II and they have never
read its pages! This comes as a shock to me.
I gave someone this piece of advice –it was
Sunday and it was his day off- “I seem to
have a few Vatican II texts. I am reading
them and they are wonderful”. There is a
sentence I read about Vatican II and which I
like very much. It was Pope John XXIII’s –
he started the Council and gave a broad
joyful dimension to our faith-. Many
Christians have not realized this yet and still
depend on the priests. This is a shame! The
world can change. The Holy Spirit has cast
a wave of hope over the world that we must
look after. It must not fade away. This hope
must not get lost in oblivion. The Lord has
showered it over us. And when one plants a
seed one does not know what is going to
happen. There was somebody whose name
I do not wish to remember and all the
Ultreya was praying for him because he was
well known. He held an important place in
our society and we were saying: “What is
this gentleman going to say at the closing
ceremony? He is such a wise and learned
man! ”. It seems the Holy Spirit had another
thing on his mind. We were shaken but I did
not fully learn the lesson. He stood up in
and said “The food is what I have enjoyed
most”, and he sat down. It seemed that he
never ate when he was at home, but later on
he started teaching catechism. I did so as a
young man and I believe that I did what I
had to do.

coming back tonight! Thank God I’m
coming back the following day”. This is the
life, but if Christ is at the centre of your
heart, it mustn’t be like that. Life is good,
people are important and it is worth living.
This is what we find at the Ultreya; you have
seen it a thousand times, but sometimes
somebody downhearted appears. We never
encounter more than five big displeasures
in life. Your parents die, you lose a son, you
lose a friend, and these are the things which
hurt, but we usually only encounter five
misfortunes. We have often heard about a
home where the son had a broken leg, the
other one seems to have leukemia, the other
one is on drugs! Well, it seems that all three
misfortunes have come under a single roof,
but this is not the usual thing.
We endure these misfortunes, but there are
others which are more painful. These are the
ones we look for ourselves or which others
bring upon us. What a great deal of
misfortune comes because we were unable
to forgive others soon enough! Because we
were unable to understand and this could
have been done had the Gospel been in our
hearts. I believe that being a Christian
consists in not looking for any additional
grief. We have more than enough with what
Divine Providence will send us. I have often
found it hard to see: “What Divine
Providence can this guy have?”. - “Well he
fulfills his function. His function is to bother
others in order to sanctify them”. But, I
believe we ought not to look for any
misfortune and not bring it upon others.
And in this way we shall be happy. We’ll be
able to see that it is a reality: that the world
is beautiful, people are important and life is
worth living.

I have already told you, that I had to go to
Madrid twice a week, and when I was there
the first time, I was told “this is the
Congress”, “this is the National Palace”,
“this is the Telecom building”, and I would
send a postcard from just opposite. But
when I had to go every week, I thought:
“Not again! Not Madrid again!” I boarded
the plane in disgust. “Thank God I’m

I believe that these statements are not just
phrases, but “the spiritual dashboard” we
all have; like the one in our car which
indicates the speed, the petrol in the tank
and so on. Sometimes, we see that life is not
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beautiful but later on the clouds are blown
away and we are able to see that it is. If you
can’t see that life is beautiful, that people are
important and that life is worth living, sadly
then you have a problem. And if this is the
case, ask God to forgive you because God's
remedies are better than his new works! If
we drop a jug and break into several bits,
anyone can mend it. There is this glue called
“Imedio ”, and it can stick things back
together, but the glass never makes the
same sound. But with God things are
different! God makes all things new again.
Sometimes we say: “Send forth your Spirit
and we shall be created”. Not everything
will be created but recreated. The Holy
Spirit can work marvels.

because of someone’s fantastic rollo. The
world becomes more Christian because
Christ is more present in our minds and our
hearts; and this is what we must seek out.
Somebody once told me -and I am glad he
did so- that he had attended Cursillos 25
years ago: “I like it because you always give
me the same solution: that Christ must be in
people’s hearts and minds”. But much more
in one’s heart than in one’s mind, because
we look for logic when we go into our
minds. We have to look for Christian logic –
that is the Christological one-. And this is
the clue to understanding not everything,
but many things. And we must have the
humility to express the things we do not
understand. I have already told you about
that priest whom I would like to know
personally: “they do not understand
because they do not reply. Well, neither do
I” and he shut the Holy Book. It was the
passage where the herd of swine drowned
in the sea. I believe that we have enough
humility to say: “I do not understand this”.
We shall understand it when we are in
Heaven. But we must put things in our
hearts. Pascal once said that the heart has
reasons which reason cannot understand. I
do not know if that was the whole quote, but
you get my meaning. And the main issue
here is not the phrase itself; we have to put
these things into our hearts so that our lives
are influenced by them. And when life is not
beautiful and people are not important
because they haven’t been nice to you, you
must say to yourself: “He is important in
God's eyes”. The whole world is important.
The Lord is glad when someone makes
room for Him in his heart and lives in a state
of grace. And when this person has His
friendship and speaks to Him in his prayers.
Christ does not reveal himself to us at first.
When we are back from a Cursillo, we speak
about Christ, but we hardly know what we
are talking about. But then we learn to go
before the Tabernacle and talk to Christ; but

I have told you about that family I visited. I
knocked on the door and the little boy
opened the door and said: “The battle going
on in here is bloodier than the one at
Trafalgar”, - I do not know if Trafalgar was
the bloodiest of all, but they were fighting
indeed. Their son was shocked because his
parents were throwing the dishes at each
other. They were calling each other names
and I thought to myself: “Where have they
learnt these words?”, because they were
very well mannered people. However, they
calmed down and asked me to forgive them.
“Don’t ask me, ask God to!”. The Holy Spirit
put things right and see how they love one
another. I was invited to their house later
on, and I thanked the Lord because he had
worked wonders. But the Lord does not
only work in that house; he works wonders
in all houses! I was having dinner with
someone I greatly admire yesterday, and he
told me: - In the past I was somebody’s
brother because we shared the same
mother, but he attended Cursillos and so
did I and now we understand each other.
What a wonderful thing it is to understand
each other because we attend Cursillos! Not
because of the clausura, not because we
attend the Ultreyas and we are overjoyed
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sometimes we ask the Lord to see things
through our eyes and we don’t let Him
speak. But, the third step is allowing Christ
to talk. Christ is the solution. This is true,
because if we let Him talk, Christ is in our

heart. There are those who carry a small
cross or a religious card. This is all good and
fair, but the place where we must carry
Christ is in our hearts.

A world Ultreya will be held in Fatima,
Portugal
May 6th 2017
Open to all Cursillistas.
Information on this important event
will be shared with you as soon as we
receive it
from the OMCC, (World Body of the
Cursillo Movement
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