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OFFICERS’ CORNER
Arlene van Diepen, Chair of CCCC.
I offer greetings to you from the CCCC Officer`s
group.
The CCCC Officers Group include the following:
• Arlene van Diepen, Chair and Officer
from the Atlantic
• Diane Coates, Central Region
• Muriel Brideau, Western Region
• Fr Pat O’Meara, Spiritual Advisor
• Fr Nel Esguerra, Assistant Spiritual
Advisor
• Sheelagh Winston, Resource Centre
We also have the support of Sidney Bilsky for the
Resource Centre and John Merisca as our
Treasurer. We are very fortunate that we have
past officers and Cursillistas from across Canada
who we can call on to assist us with our work.
When I began to prepare this update for you, it
didn’t seem that long ago that I prepared last
May’s update. I am amazed at how quickly time
passes.
The officers continue to be very busy as we study
the Charism, prepare resource documents for the
Cursillistas in Canada, deliver workshops and
prepare for the annual conference in Grande
Prairie, Alberta. We find this work to be
extremely rewarding and our study continues to
leave us with our hearts on fire and our heads full
of ideas. In this article, I will provide you with
information on our current activities and a look
at what is to come.
The officers continue to hold monthly Skype
calls. The agendas are always jam packed and we
easily fill two hours. We as an officer’s group
are a Group Reunion and we always begin our
meetings by sharing our 4th day which helps us
to maintain strong Christian friendship. We held
an in-person meeting in Toronto in November
2016. At this meeting, we took some time to
assess our work as an Officer’s Group. We
identified
our
strengths,
weaknesses,
opportunities and threats. We looked back on the
past year and discussed what went well and what
didn’t go so well! We then looked to the future –

the ‘job ahead’ and identified our priorities –
where we needed to spend our time and finances
to best support the needs of Canadian
movements. I find this practice tends to help us
to focus our energy as we are all volunteers and
need to spend our time where it counts most.
After our meeting, Sheelagh and I went to
Kingston to visit with Bishop Crosby, President
of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops.
We spent an hour with him and were very
pleased with the outcome.
During our
conversation, the Bishop asked us to share the
following advice with Diocesan Movements. He
said “Secretariats should meet with their Bishop
at least once per year. They couldn’t do anything
better for the health of their movements. They
should do this as a favour to their Bishop “. We
encourage all Secretariats to follow his advice.
We are continuing our workshops on the Step by
Step Cursillo Weekend Manual. Since last
Spring, we have delivered Step by Step
workshops in Yarmouth, Vancouver and
Kingston. We are scheduled to go to London in
June. The CCCC are working with the Atlantic
Officer’s Group to conduct a Cursillo Weekend
for Cursillistas which will use the Step by Step
Manual. We encourage all movements to
implement this Step by Step Weekend Manual
and we are available to provide workshops in
your area.
The CCCC delivered a workshop in Miramichi,
New Brunswick and met with several Cursillistas
in Tri-County, Antigonish, NS. We are pleased
that Cursillistas are thirsting to know more about
the gift of Cursillo.
Sheelagh, our Resource Person, continues to
work with Mallorca to update the language in the
3-day Weekend Rollos. The revisions for the
Total Security Rollo have been finalized and were
presented at the 2016 Annual Conference in
Moncton. The revised Rollo has been shared
with all Lay Directors. Because of the content for
the Total Security rollo, we of course, had to
3
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revise the format of the Group Reunion sheets
and the Pilgrim’s Guide. I have had the pleasure
of presenting this rollo on a weekend in the
Charlottetown Diocese and to the Cursillistas in
Yarmouth. As you know, when a Rollista
prepares a Rollo, with the help of the Holy Spirit,
light shines on the work illuminating the gift that
the Spirit intended for us in the particular rollo.
The Mallorcan rollo is quite different from the
one we are familiar with and, in my opinion, the
message that it delivers better prepares
candidates on a weekend for their 4th day. It’s
explanation of apostolic action with its successes
and failures demonstrates to the candidate how
they need to transition from their ‘encounter with
self and Christ’ to their ‘encounter with others’
which they hear on the 3rd day of the weekend.
On their 4th day, their attendance at Group
Reunion and its revised focus supports them as
they strive to study and win their environments
for Christ.

the Officer’s Group. He was very much at peace
and shared with us his joy of knowing that he
would soon be in heaven. In his own words “Not
because I am good but because God is good.”
Well done, good and faithful servant.

Sheelagh and Mallorca are now making the final
changes to the Study of the Environment rollo.
We will share this with you as soon as it is
completed.

Sheelagh Winston

Fr. Pat and George Henry for the Kentville
Cursillo movement are continuing to develop a
Spiritual Advisor’s Workshop. We are hopeful
that we will be able to roll this out in the regions
by Fall, 2017.
Our 2017 Annual Conference will be held from
June 1 – 4 in Grande Prairie, Alberta and will be
hosted by the Cursillistas from Grouard
McLennan cursillo movement. We are pleased
that the ‘three amigos’ from Mallorca, Spain will
facilitate a Cursillo of Cursillos.
This is a
wonderful opportunity to join with Cursillistas
across Canada and from Mallorca to increase
your knowledge of the Cursillo movement.
On a final note, the Officer’s Group express the
deep sorrow we feel with the death of our
beloved past Spiritual Advisor, Father Sydney
Mifflen, a true steward of Cursillo. We know
because of our faith that he is where he longed to
be and we take comfort knowing that our grief
comes from having loved. Sheelagh and I were
fortunate enough to have visited with him twice
in the past year as he was still actively assisting
4

In closing, may the good Lord continue to bless
you as you spread the good news of God`s love
to those in your environments who so
desperately need to hear it. I pray that your
Group Reunions will provide you with the much
needed personal support to assist you in your
apostolic actions and I pray that your attendance
at Ultreyas will give you encouragement in your
4th day journey.
Decolores and Ultreya.

********************************************
A Beautiful Farewell to a
Faithful Friend
As mentioned in Arlene’s Officer report, we at
CCCC were saddened by the death of Father Syd
Mifflen on April 6th. Though not unexpected, it
still hit us with a great sense of sorrow at the loss
of such a great priest supporter of Cursillo.
Fr. Syd served us brilliantly for more than ten
years. Some of us had the distinct pleasure of
travelling with him to far flung places around the
globe for international Cursillo meetings, Brazil,
Gibraltar, Australia, the US and of course
Mallorca, as well as many places in Canada. It
was on these trips that we got to know him in an
even deeper way as we travelled with him as a
friend, not simply as our Spiritual Advisor doing
his job.
What set Fr. Syd apart was his deep conviction
that Cursillo is a Lay Movement and must be
supported as such. Having said this, his personal
love for Cursillo and its method and how it had
impacted his own life was a beautiful witness to
its power. Wherever he was posted as a priest, he
always did his best to be part of a Group Reunion
and that is where he loved to be, journeying with
other men as a person, not only as a priest. It
helped him as a person and undoubtedly in his
priestly life.
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Arlene, Fr. Pat and I were blessed to be able to
attend the wake on Sunday afternoon and the
vigil prayers in the evening and finally his
funeral in the beautiful St. FX chapel on the
campus in Antigonish. As Arlene mentioned, he
had shared with us in the weeks prior to his death
that he was so happy
because he knew he
was
going
to
heaven,
“not
because I am
good, but because
God is good”. He
also shared that he
was having fun
with his ‘caregiver’
nieces,
planning
his
funeral. And, in a
typical Syd way,
it was planned
down to the last
detail. (I can feel
him looking over
my shoulder as I
write this, checking for sentence
structure
and
grammar errors;
he always told me,
you use too many
commas!) His insistence
on
proper grammar
was a standing
joke
amongst
family and friends
and was mentioned
more than once. That particular gift will be a sad
loss to me, he helped me often as I struggled with
translated sentences from Spanish to English.
The faculty members of St. FX were there in their
faculty robes as were many, many priests and of
course the parishioners of Antigonish diocese
whom he had served all his priestly life. Fr. Syd
had taught at St. FX for over forty years and
always proudly wore his St. FX ring.
Fr. Stan MacDonald, with whom Syd had lived in
the priest’s residence at St. FX for the past several
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years gave a homily/eulogy in which he shared
things that only someone who had lived with a
person would know. His great love for social
justice, his support of the St. Vincent de Paul
Society, Development and Peace and several
others. He also spoke of Fr. Syd’s response to
Pope Francis’ encyclical, Laudato Si, Care for Our
Common Home. He
said that if we
wanted
to
honour Fr. Syd in
any way we
should
read,
study and live
this encyclical in
memory of him.
He thought it was
wonderful,
profound and so
pertinent in these
troubled times.
Fr. Stan
told
stories of how
much
pleasure
Fr. Syd got from
his little dog
Duffy and how
Duffy
liked
nothing
more
than
to
be
cuddled up on
his knee.
There were many
Cursillistas
present and three
of them, as a
group called BTO
(Berkely, Terry and the
Other guy) played and sang, at Syd’s request, a
song based on psalm 100 which had been
composed for Fr. Syd on the occasion of the 45th
anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood by
Peter L. MacLean, June 15, 2002. Peter MacLean
is the ‘Other guy’.
The priests of the diocese, and our own Fr. Pat,
sang Salve Regina, a Capello, soul stirring!
Bishop Dunn spoke of the life of service that Fr.
Syd had given and as he had left his body to
science, even in death he continues to give.
5
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It was a long journey from BC to attend the
funeral but Fr. Syd had been one of my main ‘go
to’ people for many years and nothing would
have stopped me from being there. On the way
home in the plane I travelled with my eyes
closed, seeing his smiling face and kind eyes,
absolutely certain that we have another saint in
heaven to intercede for us. His passing has left a
huge hole in our hearts because we will miss him,
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but what a gift he gave us all with his deep and
abiding faith which he didn’t preach, he simply
lived, quietly challenging us to do likewise.
With the many accolades received from around
the world we can only say, farewell faithful
friend, until we meet again.
***********************************************

ESSAY
“ESSAY” is a column, that provides a vehicle in which the talks and reflections from Cursillo leaders around the country (and
abroad) can be shared with the larger audience. Hopefully these ‘essays’ will provide the basis for further discussion. If anyone
cares to respond, please feel free to send your commentary to Fully Alive. While these essays are subject to editing for space, clarity
and subject, they do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the CCCC.

It has been almost seven years now since I was a
Cursillo Weekend candidate and I would like to
think that since that Weekend God has had a
huge impact on me and in refashioning my life
into a decidedly more Christian one. But how do
I gauge to what extent that impact has brought
me closer to God and whether the weekend was
really a game changer for me. Or am I still the
same Mike White that I was before I attended the
Weekend but with some window dressing on the
outside to make it seem like I have become more
faith-filled and devout. So the purpose of this
Witness Rollo then is to give you an honest
appraisal of what God has been doing in my life
and how it has impacted on me and whether it
has allowed me to become Christian or have I
remained largely unchanged.
If we accept that Cursillo was not born to make
better Christians, nor to make the best into
Christians but rather so that the Christians would
be Christian then it follows that in assessing any
impact that God has made in my life must be
measured by what degree that impact has
resulted in me becoming Christian. Of course
this is not a mathematical equation where
A+B=C. To be Christian has come to mean for me
not just a belief in Christ but all that is asked of
us to live up to the promises of Christ and our
evangelizing mission. For me it has come to
mean that I should have a desire for God, that I
try to live the Profession of Faith, that my every
thought, word and deed should be worthy of the
6

love of God and that I should strive to lead a
virtuous life no matter how unsuccessful I am or
will be.
Of course to be Christian is more of an attitude, a
feeling and a desire. As Cursillo stresses:
To be Christian is to know how to be in
continuous conversion
To be Christian is to feel the longing to be
Christian
To be Christian is, more than anything else, to feel
loved by God
Do any or all or none of those conditions fit me.?
In looking at that first condition i.e. to know how
to be in continuous conversion after my weekend
and for the following six months or so the Holy
Spirit was all around me and in me. I was on a
“Holy Spirit” high. This was particularly true
after I was confirmed in the Catholic faith in the
Spring of 2010. This was especially amazing
when you consider that I was raised to not
exactly like the Catholic Church. I had been
attending Catholic Masses since about 1997 with
my wife and slowly I came to desire more. The
Cursillo Weekend led to my total conversion and
decision to become a Catholic – so that in itself
was a major life changing impact.
Of course I was surrounded by those who are
faith-filled as well as the love of my wife and that
also rubbed off on me. I can remember that I
would be so happy almost as if I was intoxicated
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with pure love that I would start crying in
situations where my heart was touched. I seemed
to be living in an incubator or a cocoon and I was
all warm and fuzzy on the inside while things
worked inside me as I metamorphized into
something resembling a “Christian.” I longed for
“pure spiritual milk” to nourish my spiritual
growth that I might one day be worthy of the
promises of Christ. But after a time things
returned to normal as I knew they would when I
would have to get down to the reality of
embarking on the journey to becoming Christian
without always feeling the presence of the Holy
Spirit.
Being a “Baby Catholic” and being immature in
my faith my first order of business was to learn
as much as I could about my Church and its
teachings. I read the Bible. I delved deeper into
readings like the Catechism and the other
documents outlining the Doctrine of the Catholic
faith and in understanding the Mass and its
various components.
However, while this
helped me to understand the practice of faith and
brought me an awareness of Divine Truth and
Virtues etc. it did not enhance my
“Christianness.” I longed to be Christian above
all else. Like David in the Wilderness my soul
thirsted for God. For that I needed the Lord’s
help to work on my mind, heart and soul. I would
just have to trust that the Lord was walking with
me on my journey of faith. I might not always
feel His presence but I have learned to trust that
He is always there with me and constantly
nudging me in the right direction even when I am
obstinate and willfully ignorant of the Truth.
Of course part of the “how” to be in continuous
conversion and satisfying the hunger for Christ
also involves Prayer and Study. I have to confess
that I do not do enough of either. I go to
Adoration but I am not sure that I am fully
engaging that opportunity to become Christian to
the extent that I could or should. Again this is
immature faith on my part in not having reached
the level of love of the Lord that is required to
express a deeper and more disciplined prayer
life. I have of late begun praying the Rosary on a
more frequent basis as well as other prayers and
this is bringing me closer to God. Although I do
not read religious articles or books to the extent
that I should I do tend to delve into the books
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when I am researching some area of interest or
something that I need to understand to carry out
my responsibilities better. Of course on the plus
side, frequently taking in daily mass and
celebrating the Eucharist has been a big help in
my continuous conversion. However, I still
remain overly concerned with the everyday
world and I retain too secular an outlook on life
and that limits my being closer to God.
Another area where I have seen a noticeable
change within me as part of the conversion
process is in the beginnings of the development
of a fully formed conscience. Of course this
process started during the Weekend. One of the
aims of the Weekend in the encounter with Self is
the awakening in candidates of their moral
conscience. By no means am I suggesting that I
did not have a moral compass or was a dishonest
person before I made my Weekend but like
society in general I had succumbed to moral
relativism. Mind you when I speak about my
developing a moral conscience I am really talking
infancy here. But it is amazing that things that
used to give me a sense of gratification such as
getting a “free” grocery item because the cashier
did not scan it now would give me enormous
guilt. Or turning a blind eye to immoral
behaviour simply on the basis that “it is not
hurting anyone” is no longer an acceptable
viewpoint. Even though I will always consider
myself to be an unworthy servant to Christ I have
become more aware of my sins in what I have
done and in what I have failed to do. However,
neither do I want to become a rigid moralizer but
again in becoming more virtuous one must
practice the cardinal virtues of Justice,
Temperance, Fortitude and Prudence and the
Theological virtues of Faith, Hope and Charity in
becoming more morally balanced and living in
Grace.
Saint JP2 said modern society had lost its sense of
sin and I certainly reflected that condition. But I
have started on the road to developing a more
finely tuned moral compass. No more freebies for
me or ignoring a request by somebody to take
action. I label it humorously the “Christian
Man’s guilt” and sometimes remember the good
old days when I could cheerfully ignore my
conscience and it would not bother me a bit. But
it is really far more than that. Constant reflection
7
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on all of the virtues and desire to be more infused
with the gifts of the Holy Spirit, constant prayer
and confession have led me to begin to recognize
sin in all of its inglorious guises and how to begin
to attain a more proper character and the practice
of the good.
All this to say that really we are tasked to be the
servant to all others and to perform our duties as
Christians in humility and in a completely
selfless manner. Since my initial conversion I
have a strong desire and longing to serve the
Lord and that desire seems to become stronger as
my faith deepens. When I was in the military I
belonged to the Administration Branch. My
Branch’s Latin motto was “Servire Armatis” or in
English “To serve the soldier.” Our tradition was
that we looked after our troops first and then
ourselves. In much the same way the same is
expected of us as Christian “soldiers”. We are
expected to put others first before ourselves. Our
prayer intentions reflect that, the homilies that
we hear daily or weekly constantly remind us of
that demand for sacrifice and our call to be
evangelists and our Lord reminds us of that need
when we are silent enough to hear that message.
I have tried to take that message to heart and in
my own meagre way to offer myself in the service
of others but really what I am doing is serving the
Lord.
Perhaps you heard the song that was a huge hit
in 1965 called “I fought the law and the law won.”
Well I changed that wording slightly to say I
fought the Lord and the Lord won. It seems that
for so long I denied the Lord his due and was
extremely reluctant to commit myself to being
fully Christian and its demands of sacrifice and
that is not easy to do when you have supposedly
given dominion over your Will to God. I mean
you really can’t have it both ways although
believe me I really did and still do try to have my
cake and eat it too. But the Lord has been careful,
forgiving and extremely patient in my case as he
is with so many being careful never to give me
more than he thinks that I can handle, which is
sort of to say not much at all. But slowly and
sometimes with great foot dragging I have
committed to what is being asked of me. I just
sometimes wish that the Lord would not make it
so painful. If only it were easier. Come on Lord
– give me something easy to do and something
8
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that others will appreciate. Now that would be a
miracle. And what about that loss of free time –
well what does that matter compared to eternal
glory although if you are like me you’re just
hoping that God will be kind to you and let you
into Purgatory. So I have now entered into
something that is likely to eventually consume a
daily portion of my life as an altar server at daily
mass and also assisting at Funeral Masses. And
here I thought that being a Lector once a week
was cutting in on my personal time. Boy those
were the good old days. Although I say this was
some humour I am proud to serve the Lord in
whatever capacity He wants me to serve. I
consider it an honour.
If you recall near the beginning of my Witness
when I stated the Cursillo conditions of what it
means to be Christian. The last condition to be
Christian was more than anything else to feel
loved by God. Bonnie stressed this in her Witness
last week: that she came to believe that God really
really loves her. So I must also ask: do I feel loved
by God and I have to say yes. If I look back on
what I was before I made my Weekend and
before I was confirmed in the Catholic faith I can
only answer yes that by God’s grace and love for
me that he has invited me to his Table. The Lord
worked through my wife and others like Steve
and Barb Wonnacott but of course it was left to
me to ask the Lord God to come into my life.
It was also necessary that I encounter myself as
the first step in the conversion process. My ideals
needed overhauling especially since I had
commenced retirement. Job advancement may
have been a suitable ideal when I was working
but completely out of tune for someone no longer
working for monetary gain and at the same time
striving to become Christian.
Second, I needed to stop being so self-serving
and to become selfless and put others before
myself.
Third, I needed to develop a merciful heart – to
be more compassionate and understanding and
less rigid.
Fourth, I needed to come to understand what my
gifts might be as well as what gifts others might
have to offer. By extension I also needed to
understand what my weaknesses were and what
I need to work on through God’s help. I pray
constantly that the Lord will provide me with the

VOLUME 17 ISSUE 1

NUMBER 76

gifts of the Holy Spirit. We all have gifts but often
we either don’t recognize it in ourselves or
others.

the past number of years I have come to
increasingly get out of my comfort zone and to
help those who are vulnerable whenever I can.

One of the primary objectives of the Weekend is
to help candidates to come to know and to believe
that God loves them, that we are loveable and
therefore capable of loving in return leading us to
learn to love ourselves and to learn to love others.
I am not a naturally charitable person and before
and for some time after my conversion I was not
always sympathetic to others and more often
than not leading more with my head than my
heart. But I sincerely believe that my gradual
awareness that God loves me combined with my
longing to be Christian and serve as a positive
model to others has resulted in a change in me of
being more freely giving and compassionate.

This past Sunday Fr. Floyd Gallant quoted from
a story that he had read in which the Pastor of a
Church said to his congregation that no one gets
into heaven without a reference letter from the
poor. I hope I am not doing this just so that I can
get into heaven and am simply checking off a
box. I want to genuinely care about my brothers
and sisters and I don’t want anyone to be
burdened with suffering or worry. I also joined
the Knights of Columbus and have found great
joy and pleasure in working with my brother
Knights in helping our community and also those
who may need extra assistance.
My
contributions are modest and humble but these
actions bring me great joy if I can ease the burden
of others.

The one message that kept constantly coming
through to me over the years following my initial
conversion was that I needed to start giving of
myself and to believe that I could be a helping
individual and truly love others i.e. the
disadvantaged, the destitute and those in
difficulty. Of course to do that I had to learn not
only to love myself and put past sins behind me
but equally important - to start to learn to love
others and to be merciful and compassionate and
to put that love into practice.
If we put this in the context of Cursillo the
ultimate missionary gift that God has imparted to
us is to proclaim the greatness of the Lord. We
put this into practice as service to our neighbour.
To feed the hungry, clothe the naked, make or be
a friend or however we may be of service to
others and provide the opportunity to bring
those who are far away from God. I wanted to
embody the Corporal Works of Mercy and to live
the Theocratic virtues of Faith, Hope and
especially love for my neighbour but I didn’t
really know how to go about doing it. I took to
heart 1 James 2:14: “What good is it if someone
says he has faith but does not have works.” So I
joined the Society of St Vincent de Paul and over

I often criticize myself for not being spiritual
enough or prayerful enough. There are those
who can see Jesus in the communion wafer and
whose every fibre of being is on fire for Christ.
Through God’s Grace they feel Him more
intensely than I perhaps ever will. This does
cause me to feel some inadequacy as a Christian
that I cannot feel God in the same way as they do
and yet, I know that He is there with me the same
as He is there with them. I can speak to Him and
sometimes I feel the Holy Spirit. So I am
motivated to show Him that as a Christian
human being that I love Him and will for the
remainder of my life.
In closing, through my own Fourth Day God’s
impact on me has been to create in me a life
increasingly lived in friendship and love with
myself, with my community and with God as a
Christian.
De Colores

9
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NOTES ON THE SPIRITUAL ROLLOS FROM
THE THREE DAY CURSILLO.
Fr. Pat O’Meara, Spiritual Advisor to CCCC

In the rollo on Habitual Grace what may be helpful is to help the
candidates and the team to realize that the sanctifying, or
habitual grace, is an unconditional offer from God. There is a
need for the candidates and for the team to be convinced that God
does not tire of making an offer to everyone to be a part of his or
her life which is the meaning of sanctifying grace. God insists
upon being a part of everyone’s life in spite of our short comings,
sins, etc.
In the Actual Grace rollo what may need emphasizing is the
response of the candidate and the team to God’s generous
offer. Do we accept this offer from God? Do we understand the
need for accepting it? How do we accept this offer?

MATTERS
SPIRITUAL

10

In the rollos on Sacraments, I think what might be helpful is the
understanding of sacraments as loving acceptance by God and a
willingness on the part of everyone who receives the sacraments
to give himself or herself in loving service to God and neighbour.
In Baptism and Confirmation, we are accepted as part of the
family of God. In preparation for these sacraments we
give ourselves as wholeheartedly as possible to the aims and
objectives of God’s family. In the Sacraments of Healing –
Reconciliation and the Sacrament of the Sick – God accepts us as
we are – especially in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Our self
giving in this sacrament is progress in conversion. How willing
am I to make those changes in my life that make me more loving
than I now am? The tragedy of sin is that I make love impossible
in my relationship with God and neighbour. In the Sacrament of
the Sick the healing God offers can be physical but in my
experience whenever I have had the privilege of anointing the
sick it is related to serenity. When a person can accept what is
about to happen as gracefully as possible and knowing the
difference between what can be changed and what must be
accepted. When I help others in this Sacrament of Healing to do
likewise is the self giving that is involved in this sacrament. In
the Sacraments of Vocation I am to give myself in loving service
to people entrusted to my care as a priest or religious – God
accepts me as someone devoted to this service. In marriage, God
accepts the spouses as people engaged in love that is an example
of the love that is as unselfish as is humanly possible. In the
Sacrament of the Eucharist, God accepts us and wants us to be
responsible for the Body of Christ. In receiving the Body of
Christ, whoever presents the Body of Christ to the Communicant
says – do you trust that you are receiving the Body of Christ and
will you be responsible for the Body of Christ – that is will you
try to do everything possible to help others to lift up their hearts?
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In the rollo on the Obstacles to Grace, I think what
must be emphasized is – I have seen the enemy
and the enemy is myself. My own selfishness
and greed is the greatest obstacle to grace.
The rollo on Life in Grace – the mysteries of the
rosary may offer what is helpful. In the
annunciation – Mary is called and all of us are
called by God. In the Visitation, Mary responds
to God’s call and discovers that not only has she
given of herself but she has received – she has
received support for her work in salvation from
Elizabeth her cousin whom she would help in her
hour of need. Mary too receives help from
Elizabeth – she too is a believer and Mary receives
much strength from the community, from this
spirit of community. In life of grace we receive

strength. In the Nativity God becomes the person
Jesus and shares our burdens and tears. In the
life of grace we must ask ourselves, am I willing
to share my joys and share the burdens and tears
of others? In the Presentation Jesus is given. Am
I willing to present myself as someone who will
give himself in loving service for God’s glory and
for the good of others? In the Fnding of Jesus in
the Temple – the members of the Holy Family
especially Mary persevere in searching for Jesus
but even in finding Him in the temple – they still
have to search to understand the meaning of His
ministry. We too ask ourselves whether or not
we appreciate the ministry or vocation that we
have been given and whether we a have a similar
dedication as Mary and Joseph did in their
vocation.

************************************************************************************************************************

Summary of the 2005 CCCC Conference Booklet – Windsor
‘We Are Companions on the Journey’
I found the booklet of the Rollos of the 2005 Conference in Windsor to be simple and yet most insightful
and inspiring. This workshop was specifically directed to those who are the Leaders of the movements. I
came to the conviction that this booklet could be a simple ‘must-have’ for every leader in movements.
Hopefully these few thoughts on some of the rollos will whet your appetite to have the whole of the wisdom
and insights shared in them.
‘Leaders Who Think’ ….. One of many sayings that Eduardo Bonnin uses is:
“The Cursillo needs Leaders who think”. What does this mean? Think about
what? Why is this so important?
‘The Journey Home’ – One Goal - Many Paths ‘ …. The journey of Cursillo
has followed many paths as it has been passed on throughout the world.
What paths have been followed? Where have they led us? What is the best
path?
‘Freedom/Liberty’ …. One of the key elements of that spirit is Liberty. To
not understand its importance is to not understand Cursillo.
Liberty/freedom permeates the whole movement and it is an essential
quality for creating leaders who are responsible. How is freedom
pervasive and essential throughout every phase and aspect of Cursillo? How is
it manifested … or not?
For only $5.00 this booklet is an invaluable resource for forming Cursillo Leaders to carry our movements.
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE
COUNTRY


ATLANTIC, Antigonish
(Tri County, Cape Breton
East, Cape Breton West)
St. John’s, Charlottetown,
Yarmouth, Valley, Saint
John, Miramichi



QUEBEC,
Montreal English.



ONTARIO, Essex,
London, Kent
County/Chatham,
Peterborough, Toronto,
Hamilton, Ottawa,
Thunder Bay, Korean.
Kingston, Toronto
Chinese

`

WESTERN, Vancouver,
Calgary, Edmonton,
Grouard-McLennan,
Native Cursillo.

KINGSTON, ON
In September 2015 the Cursillo Movement had been dormant in the
Kingston Archdiocese for over thirty years. At that time a notice went out
in the parish bulletins throughout the archdiocese inviting Cursillistas to
a meeting to be held in the City of Kingston.
36 Cursillistas came to that meeting and by canvassing those present a
provisional secretariat was formed for the Archdiocese.
Since that time, monthly Utltreyas have been held in Kingston, at which
an average of fifteen people attend each month. The provisional
secretariat meet once a month to plan these ultreyas and make other plans
for the Cursillo movement in the Kingston Archdiocese.
One men’s and one women’s small reunion group have been formed, each
of which meets once a month.
Manchiu Wong and Gabriel Ferdinand from the Toronto Cursillo
movement spoke to the Kingston Cursillistas in the summer of 2016 and
in March 2017 Arlene Van Diepen and Sheelagh Winston from the CCCC
gave a workshop on the Step by Step, Rector’s manual from Mallorca to
the Cursillistas in Kingston. CCCC encouraged the Kingston Movement
to take the opportunity of restarting the movement from an excellent
position, that of basing our future weekends on the new weekend manual
which is being studied and introduced to the Canadian Movements. As
they said, we will not have to unlearn anything!

Over the past 18 months four candidates from Kingston area have made Cursillo weekends in either
Toronto or Ottawa and our hope is to eventually have a Cursillo weekend in Kingston.
The Kingston Cursillistas appreciate the prayers of Cursillistas throughout Canada for the success of the
Cursillo movement in the Kingston Archdiocese.
Diane Foley
Provisional Secretariat member
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building bridges from
coast to coast
VANCOUVER BC
This past year, he Vancouver secretariat made a
decision to suspend weekends so we could
concentrate on implementing the Step by Step
Weekend Rector’s manual to the Vancouver
environment. A sub-committee met for a weekend retreat in January to work on the formatting
and we now have a working document in
progress.
Prior to the weekend retreat we were guided by
our Resource Person Sheelagh Winston from
CCCC who facilitated two workshops. This
enabled us to proceed and have an even more
productive outcome. The working document that
we used in preparation to facilitate our reflective
retreat weekend is available to, and for sharing
with, other movements by contacting the CCCC
Resource Centre.
Geraldine Lunde

Outgoing Lay Director

LONDON, ON.
Received at the Resource Centre from London
Area Cursillo Movement.
I am Gerald Kolkman. I was on the Cursillo team
for the 2017 Men’s Cursillo Weekend that was
just completed near London Ontario (Feb. 23 –
26). I co-sponsored Fr. Festus Komolafe along
with Fr. Clare Coleman. Fr. Festus was a
participant on the Men’s Cursillo Weekend. Fr.
Festus is returning to his Diocese in Nigeria in
about 6 months. He has asked me to begin a
process to help him with resources to establish
Cursillo Weekends in his Diocese in Nigeria. A
few of us on team have already expressed a
willingness to help him. (even travelling to
Nigeria) Because this is a request that involves
another country, I thought it best to involve the
CCCC in this.

Please give this some serious thought. Any help
would be greatly appreciated.
Because CCCC is connected to the OMCC, World
Body of Cursillos in Christianity, the Resource
Centre was able to make contact with individuals
that we knew were already actively taking
Cursillo to dioceses in Africa. Cursillo does
already exist in Africa and has for many years.
Euardo himself went there many years ago to
rector a weekend in Guinea.
We heard back from Francis Napoli of Gibraltar,
who is the European/Africa coordinator, and
were able to put Fr. Festus in touch with him.
Fortuitously, Francis has been in contact with an
Archbishop in Nigeria for quite some time, so this
may not be the daunting task as we might
have first thought.
Please keep this endeavour in your prayers and
God bless the Cursillistas of London who have so
generously offered to make this happen.
Also in London, CCCC will be facilitating a Step
by Step workshop there immediately following
the Cursillo of Cursillos, soon to take place in
Grande Prairie, Alberta. Cursillistas from
London, Chatham/Kent and Essex/Windsor will
also be in attendance.

ASSINIBOIA, SK
My name is Denis Langford. I made my Cursillo
in the fall of 1994 at Camp Geddie, N.S. on the
beautiful shores of the Northumberland Strait,
and I sat at the table of St. Stephen.
For many years I was active in Tri County
Cursillo in the Diocese of Antigonish, N.S.
through Group Reunion, Ultreyas, School of
Leaders, Cursillo Weekends and Conferences.. I
have always been grateful for the wonderful gift
13
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of Cursillo and it's fruit; the blessings of Christian
community.
Over the years I have visited or belonged to
several different parishes and have always been
warmly welcomed where there is Cursillo
community present. It has often been my
experience that the most active and welcoming
people in these parishes are Cursillistas.
Three years ago, we moved to Assiniboia, a small
town in southern Saskatchewan, in the
Archdiocese of Regina, where there is no active
Cursillo community. I longed for the love and
spiritual nourishment provided by Cursillo
community particularly Group Reunion.
At the local parish we met a lady named Gail
Delorme, a gifted community builder who told
me she longed for such community when I told
her about my Cursillo experience. She became
extremely excited at the possibility of starting a
Cursillo Community locally. We talked about
Cursillo several times and eventually invited
several people to gather for a meal and discuss
Spiritual issues. It was extremely successful. We
have met every second Friday for several months.
On several occasions we have discussed Cursillo
and the group seems to think that starting a
Cursillo Community is a good idea. So we
contacted Sheelagh Winston at the CCCC asking
for some direction. Sheelagh told us we needed
to have permission from the bishop to start
anything.
So we met with the Archbishop Donald Bolen
and shared our request to bring Cursillo to the
Archdioceses of Regina. After he spoke to his
council of advisors, he gave us the green light
providing the parish priest would support us. We
shared our intentions with Fr. Dennis Remot and
he responded with a very enthusiastic yes let's
have some Ultreyas. Turns out Fr. Dennis made a
Cursillo weekend about 25 years ago when he
was in seminary. He has not been active in
Cursillo but he seems to be excited about being
our Spiritual Advisor and starting a Cursillo
Community. Fr. Dennis will be joining Gail, my
wife Susan and I at the National CCCC
conference in Grande Prairie to get fired up as we

14
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begin the journey of starting a new Cursillo
community . I am always amazed and in awe
when I witness what people can accomplish
when they listen to the whispers of the Holy
Spirit in their hearts.
These days there seems to be fighting
everywhere: In families, communities and far
beyond. When I hear about these events I often
think about Abraham Lincoln's quote, "If I have
made the enemy my friend, have I not defeated
him." The time seems right to live the Cursillo
motto to make a friend, be a friend, make your
friend a friend of Christ.
Cursillistas and St. Paul pray for us.
Eduardo, intercede for us.

OTTAWA, ON
The Ottawa Movement is completing its 50th
Anniversary year, containing many celebrations,
including: a special Mass for the anniversary
itself, and one for Cursillistas who have gone
onto their 5th Day; a Gala celebration attended by
over
250
people;
a
commemorative
Medallion/Rosary.
We have the support of the Archbishop of
Ottawa, who sent a letter to all of the priests in
the Archdiocese, expressing his support for our
Movement.
In the new year, we hope to resume holding
School of Leaders meetings.
A goal for this year's Secretariat is to develop a
way to assist Cursillistas to find Group
Reunions. We would be excited to have
tips/guidance on how the CCCC or other
Movements achieve this.
Cherie Thompson
Outgoing Lay Director
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Witness

Daily we touch Him

The following was given on Father’s Day in the parish church of Holy Family in Thunder Bay, ON, by Reino Pitkanen, Lay
Director of the Thunder Bay Cursillo Movement.

Father asked if I would speak on what it means
to “me” to be a father. Please bear with me,
public speaking is not one of my gifts (Linda
suggested I cantor the talk) As I continue you will
see that my current beliefs on fatherhood have
been forged through personal experiences that,
in some part, at first, made me unsure of my
credentials to speak on this topic so I consulted
my spiritual advisor who helped show me that
my experiences of fatherhood should be shared.
Linda and I are both in our second marriages.
My first marriage ended due to alcoholism and
drug abuse. Not the ideal situation in which to
raise children, in fact, the children usually came
last. The alcohol and drugs were a much higher
priority as was everything else associated with
that lifestyle. Children learn what they see and
both of my girls from that marriage have alcohol
and drug problems. The lessons learned there
were the starting point towards my current
beliefs on fatherhood. I know the results of doing
things the wrong way and the guilt from that
experience could have been overwhelming but
thankfully God promises forgiveness and
continuously give us opportunities to do better
so, now, here is the rest of the story.
Pope John XXIII stated; It is easier for a father to
have children than for children to have a real
father. And Proverbs 22:6 states "Train up a
child in the way which he should go and when
he is old he will not depart from it.”
These quotes describe my father. He was a strict
man who, along with my mother, ruled the home
with unquestionable authority. I have mentioned
my mother here because as an unknown
author’s quote states “the most important thing
a father can do for his children is to love their
mother," and he truly loved my mother. My
father taught us (these are things I came to

realize later in life). He taught us the value of
hard work, respect for our parents and all adults,
how to love and support our spouses in every
endeavour they may take on. He taught us to
stand on our own so we had no need of
assistance to live day to day. He planted the
seeds of our morals and values. He taught me
how to fix just about anything, basic building
skills and basic landscaping. He also taught me
how to fish and to hunt to build a shelter and
drive a car to use a power saw and stake claims,
prospecting for minerals as well as many other
things through life.
There is an anonymous quote that states; It’s
only when you grow up and step back from
him–or leave him for your own home–it’s only
then that you can measure his greatness and
fully appreciate it. My father taught me, by his
example, the basics of being a father.
My biological father was not the only father to
develop my understanding of what it means to
be a father. The many priests that I listened to
preach the gospel and deliver their homilies
played a large role in fine tuning my
understanding of fatherhood, understanding
that a large part was simply unconditional love.
Being a father has been, without a doubt, a great
source of achievement, pride and inspiration
while raising the children Linda brought into
our marriage. One of the lessons my father
taught by example was a that father always
worked with the mother of the home as a team.
It was a lesson I had not consciously noted at the
time but Linda and I did decide to always work
as a team raising our children. We understood
that they were in the home for only a short
number of years but we were committed to each
other for life. We were both 12 hour shift
workers at that time, working opposing shifts, so
15
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there was always a parent at home. The
agreement to work as a team prevented the
children from pitting one parent against the
other and created consistent boundaries in
which they were raised. I would always consult
with Linda when the children told me their
Mother had said they could do something that
had not been previously discussed. Funny, just
how many things Mom was “supposed” to have
said were OK without her having any memory
of it. I also came to understand just how much
they appreciated and needed the boundaries I
mentioned. There was one evening when our
children, as young teens, were invited to a party
and when they were getting ready to leave there
seemed to be something they wanted from us.
A few hints from them led us to understand that
there would be drinking at the party but they did
not want to partake so we reinforced the rules
about underage drinking and the relief on their
faces was obvious because they now had a valid
(freshly reinforced) reason that they could give
to their friends to not drink. You see we had a
reputation among our children's friends and our
extended families of being very strict parents so
you can understand why, given that “we” had
set the rules, their friends would not pressure
them to drink. You can then also see why I
found it quite an interesting phenomenon that
our children’s friends loved coming over to our
home. During the teen years Saturday night was
game night at the Pitkanen’s and all of the kids
were quite disappointed if it needed to be
cancelled. I believe it was the boundaries we set
that attracted their friends because they always
knew where they stood.
While our children were at home I took them
fishing often, we went camping, we went on
several family trips, we ate our meals together (a
wonderful time of sharing and laughter), I
encouraged and supported their interests like
Sea Cadets (5 to 6 times per week) and our son’s
attempt at a garage band. We had family game
nights and movie nights. Wherever we were in
the house watching TV the children (well into
their teens) wanted to be there. Please do not
misunderstand we had our rough times just like
most parents do when raising children but we
worked through them and they are not all worth
remembering. Fortunately for us alcohol and
drug abuse were not some of the problems we
16
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needed to deal with. Remember one of the
lessons I had learned from my first marriage that
children learn what they see. Alcohol and drug
abuse were not, nor were they ever a part of
Linda’s and my marriage.
John Chiardi said: “Every parent is at some time
the father of the unreturned prodigal, with
nothing to do but keep his house open to hope”.
At seventeen our son decided he did not wish to
move away from Kingston when we moved
from there for my job. He was in his last year of
high school. He came to Linda and I and
explained how we had taught him everything
we could and if he stayed at home any longer we
would just hold him back. We had to quickly
excuse ourselves to another room at this point,
because laughter, at his very serious proposal,
could have been considered rude. So we set out
guidelines he needed to follow on supporting
himself and agreed to let him go.
It was one of the best lessons he was ever taught
because he knew after a short time that the
lifestyle he could afford on a coffee shop wage
was not for him. His marks improved
dramatically and he went on to do very well at
college. Oh, by the way, a few years back I grew
smart again.
My daughter and I share a great relationship but
a few years ago she overreacted to a minor
misunderstanding while she was at very
difficult time in her life. She stated she never
wanted to see me or hear from me again. Prayer,
lots of prayer helped me to see where her anger
came from and helped me let go of the hurt
feelings it had caused and allowed me to keep
the way open for her to find her way back. We
once again have that wonderful relationship.
The lesson of the prodigal son and the power of
prayer as taught by our Fathers who lead Mass
at church every week helped and strengthened
me through those events.
I would like to share something with you now,
the best Father’s Day gift I ever received;
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Dear Papa Tango,
I don’t have any excuses about not sending this
sooner, but I thought I would try one last store to find
the perfect card. But it just isn’t out there this year.
I have come to the conclusion that Father’s day hasn’t
become a mass part of the market out there. The cards
have been really cheesy and the flyers doing promo on
gifts have been, to say the least, really awful. What
dad would want a toaster, or a coffee maker, or
another golf shirt or a tie? (I think I have bought you
enough of them for awhile…heehee}.
I couldn’t find a Father’s Day card that best described
how I felt or even came close to describing you or the
relationship we have. The best “they” (the card
companies) could come up with was “great” or
“wonderful”, but to me you are so much more. You
are my dad, my very exceptional Dad. Now, that
would have been a card that I would have bought. But
you’ll have to just accept this letter instead.
I love you but more importantly I respect you. I
respect you for being a Dad and an exceptional one at
that. I know that I can count on you and that I can
talk to you, even joke around with you but the best
part is being like you. I want to thank you for all the
knowledge that you have passed on to me. I want to
thank you for being tough (or so I thought but I think
it is more along the lines of you just LOVING me)
and “Dad” like and teaching me right from wrong
and for giving me the direction I needed when I was
lost. And of course, I would like to thank you for
lending me your ear when I blab on and on about
things close to my heart. I guess I just want to say
“Happy Father’s Day” to the most exceptional Dad
and I thank God for placing you and I together.
I love you Dad!
Suzanne
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us as children. I hugged and kissed my children
(and now grandchildren) often. My dad never
told me he loved me, and consequently I often
told my children and grandchildren I loved
them. The point is, I’ll make less mistakes than
my dad, my son will, hopefully, make less
mistakes than me, and my grandsons will make
less mistakes than their dads. And one of these
days, maybe our children’s children will raise a
child that lives a life filled with true,
unconditional love as Christ taught and as God
our Father hopes for us.
What would I say to my father and all of the
other men and priests who have guided me if
they were here today, the men who were
essential to me becoming the person I am today,
the men who took me by the hand when I was
little and as I grew older, and helped to show the
way? What would I say to the men who stood by
to help me grow, providing love, strength and
support? What would I say to let them know that
they are the best there is, and that I hope I’ve
inherited some of their wisdom and their
strength? What words would I say? I would
simply say – I Love You – and hope they
understand.
When Father asked me to speak about what it
means to “me” to be a father I now, after all of
my experiences, believe that fathers are not born,
it is easy to make children but hard to be their
father and that being their friend comes a far
second behind being their father. Kids will have
lots of friends but, usually, only one father. (As
an aside our children are our friends now that
they are mature adults.)

Strength, wisdom and guidance are what makes
Fatherhood taught me about unconditional love,
a man a father. Love is what makes him a dad.
reinforced the importance of giving and how to
Happy Father’s Day.
be a better person. My dad did not hug and kiss
**********************************************************************************************************************

Q.

You Asked
Us……?

We have many Group Reunions in our
movement which are formed by the same
Cursillistas, in a closed group that has met
regularly for decades. So when these Cursillistas
sponsor candidates, they do not extend the
invitation to join their "closed" group - and these
new Cursillistas are left on their own
17
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(and
you
know
what
Do you have any suggestions?
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happens...).

R.

We realized some time ago that there
was and is a poor understanding of the Fourth
Day and we came to realize that much of this can
be attributed to what happens in the Three Days,
the weekend itself.
Over the years our conference themes have
attempted to present rollos that clarify and offer
insight into the rollos of the weekend, especially
those of the third day of the weekend. We
realized that so many things have been added to
the schedule of the weekend that are not part of
the original, that people are totally exhausted by
day three, tired and emotionally drained.
Ironically, it is the rollos of the third day that
answer that most important message, 'where do
we go from here'? So many would just like to
remain, with Peter, James and John, on the
mountain top. But like them, our job is to go back
down into the world from which we came, to
share what we have heard, the Good News that
we are loved by God.
The first rollo of day three, Study of the
Environment, is the blueprint of Cursillo. As
Eduardo told us so often, "If you understand the
Study of the Environment rollo you understand
Cursillo". Christianity In Action, when given
properly with its focus on the benefit and
accomplishment of a small group of Christians
who gather together on a regular and frequent
basis to share the journey with each other. The
message of this rollo falls into place when Group
Reunion rollo is given and then makes it clear
how important the Group Reunion is. If the rollo
is presented by a rollista who actually lives the
Group Reunion as a vital part of their fourth day,
it is a witness of something that the candidates
will see can make everything that they have
heard, possible. Unfortunately, in many places,
the rollista giving this rollo is not in a Group
Reunion so they are basically witnessing to
nothing. It's like saying, "I don't do this myself,
but you should". That simply doesn't work as
should be obvious.
As is very clear in the Step by Step Rector’s
manual, as part of the Total Security rollo, an
18

actual Group Reunion should be held. This isn’t
a demonstration, a pseudo Group Reunion, but
an actual Group Reunion. What for some may be
a totally new idea is that it isn’t the table groups
that form the Group Reunion. The rector should
place people who are on the weekend into groups
with those people who come from the same area
or the same environment and who, if the group is
done well, will have the basis of a Group Reunion
already in place before they leave the weekend.
(Just to illustrate this, Arlene van Diepen and I
recently gave a workshop in Yarmouth. We
presented the Total Security rollo and then had
the people join those of their choosing in a Group
Reunion. The result of this was that two people
attending the workshop who had never been in
Group Reunion, shared that they were going to
continue to meet as a group, they had
experienced what can happen when through
sharing something of our lives, a bridge is built).
Sometimes it happens that one or more
candidates may be from areas from which there
is no other Cursillista present. In this case, and to
facilitate the formation of proper groups, leaders
from those specific areas can be invited into the
Cursillo weekend at the time the Total Security
rollo is given to make a Group Reunion with
those people from their area. This should only
happen if it is necessary and never more than 2 or
3 coming in. This is explained in the Step by Step
Weekend Manual that CCCC has introduced and
has already been used with great success in three
movements on their recent weekends. I can think
of no better way to improve the understanding of
Group Reunion than to have an actual Group
Reunion on the weekend and let the candidates
experience it first hand. By the time the Total
Security rollo is given the candidate is probably
as open to the idea of sharing in a group as they
will ever be, what better time to start the process!
You mention that some veteran Cursillistas who
have Group Reunions of long standing, sponsor
candidates to live the Cursillo weekend and then
do not invite them to join their group. This is
understandable but it is not acceptable to sponsor
a person to the weekend experience and then do
nothing to support them in the Fourth Day.
Again, this demonstrates a lack of understanding
of the whole mentality of the Cursillo.
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All candidates should have experienced an
authentic Precursillo where the person who is
hoping to sponsor the candidate, journeys with
them in friendship as they prepare and discern
whether or not the Cursillo will be a positive
experience at this time in their life. The key word
here is friendship, it is what the mentality and
method of Cursillo is based upon. It isn't
friendship to bring a candidate to the weekend
and then to abandon them to their own devices
afterwards. The Cursillo is a lifelong experience
and the Cursillo weekend is only one part of it,
and, according to Eduardo, not the most
important part. Another thing that Eduardo said
is that where there is no friendship there is no
Cursillo.
The new candidate should be supported by the
whole community, the people of the Ultreya, not
just the one who signed their application form.
There is another important Appendix in the Step
by Step which talks about team formation and
how the team takes the welfare of the candidates
very seriously, not just during the three days but
in the Precursillo and the Postcursillo. I have been
to an Ultreya in Mallorca where for 30 minutes
prior to the beginning of the Ultreya, the entire
team and spiritual director from the previous
weekend, meets together, just as they do at team
meetings, and discusses what they know of how
the candidates are persevering; whether or not
they are coming to Ultreya and more
importantly, whether or not they have found a
permanent Group Reunion. If the new Cursillista
doesn't appear to be living the method of Group
Reunion and Ultreya, they then discuss ways in
which they can reach out to them and encourage
them, discreetly of course.
Although I said that it is understandable that
veterans may find it difficult to bring a new
Cursillista into their existing group, it doesn't
mean that they should just leave them to find
their own way. In Mallorca, the team itself will
begin to group with new Cursillistas if they see
the need, not in their existing group but by
forming another group to which the new
Cursillista(s) can be invited. There too, many of
the leaders have two or three Group Reunions
with different people. This is how seriously they
take their role and they will do this until the new
Cursillistas have found a group in which they

NUMBER 76

feel comfortable. Weekends are held so that there
will be people in Group Reunions because it is in
the Group Reunions that the message of the
weekend takes root and grows.
The School of Leaders is where all these things
are presented, reflected upon, discussed and
reflected upon some more. Sponsoring a person
to live the weekend is not a matter of filling a seat
at the weekend tables, it is part of a Cursillista's
own Postcursillo journey. My Postcursillo is
someone else's Precursillo. It is a serious matter,
you are becoming a collaborator with God in that
person's salvation. Nothing is more hurtful and
basically dishonest than giving a message on the
weekend of love, support and friendship, and
then disappearing once the weekend ends or of
being very solicitous of the person until they we
have their application form in and then acting as
if that's all that is required. We as team members
are saying 'Amen' to all that is said on the
weekend by the rollistas both in their rollos and
in the corridor work. This same attitude of love
and friendship must, must be a reality 'in the
Postcursillo of Ultreya and Group Reunion and
what was said in the Precursillo must be a reality
in the Postcursillo.
Those movements that have implemented the
Step by Step have witnessed to how powerful the
three day Cursillo is when the extra, nonessential activities are removed and there is time
for the candidates to talk to the team and each
other, to have some quiet time to absorb what
they are hearing and to get sufficient rest. Most
movements that tell us they are experiencing
difficulty with their Group Reunion participation
and Ultreya attendance will also tell us that the
last day of the weekend is so busy that message
of the rollos is lost.
That means not rushing through the schedule,
not discarding important elements, and not
dismantling the accoutrements of the Weekend,
like tearing down the posters, etc As the saying
goes, ‘it ‘aint over ‘til it’s over’!
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FROM EDUARDO
Objective pursued by the Cursillos in Christianity Movement
That, by the grace of God
And the prayers of many,
Is being achieved in the five parts of the world.
Who wins and who loses in the church when it
is obtained?
1.
2.
3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Is it not a serious problem that many of the
baptized do not live their baptism?
Would it not be worthwhile for there to be a
movement to solve this serious problem?
Is it not true that the problem would not be
solved by making them live their baptism
for only three days?
Do you not believe that all the works of the
Church would win and would have to
welcome a movement that would fill this
void that has been felt so long in the Church?
Do you believe that living baptism
necessarily coincides with being in a
Catholic organization or association?
Do you believe that salvation is conditioned
to the life of grace, or enrolling in some
association? What should be of more
concern, being enrolled or being or saved?
Can those who are illiterate be saints?

Today we understand that these questions,
codified in Vatican II, should be formulated
like this:
1. Is it not a big problem that there are many
people around us who do not know that
God loves them?
2. Would it not be worthwhile to go to some
isolated place, so that with great faith, great
hope and much faith in action, made
transparent by an attitude of understanding
being attentive and hopeful, we would try to
infect them with the faith that we have in
such Good News?
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3. Is it not true that if we limited ourselves to only
three days of friendly coexistence and did not
facilitate and simplify the way for them to live
the three days during their normal lives, we
would have made a bad move? For instance::
"A blind man who has never seen and does not
know what it is to see, never feels as sorry as he
who has seen, and yet does not see."
4. Do you not believe that everything we have
come to call Christian, despite the goodwill and
generous dedication of many, needs a real and
effective approach towards people who have no
faith, or do not know if they have it, because
they live absorbed by things they believe are
important, but that do not fill them.
Among them and perhaps having the most
personality, are often protagonists of many
things that are wrong, for the sole reason that
they have not heard the news that God loves
them in a language, disposition and style
appropriate for, not only to understand, but to
even want to go deeper?
5. Do you believe that these people who, with the
utmost respect and without looking down on
them, being what the primitive Church called
the Gentiles, we must demand of them, all of a
sudden, to fulfill all the requirements of the
Law, before having made contact with a warm,
natural, true and continuous touch, that the
Group Reunion and the Ultreya - when they are
authentic - simplify, facilitate and energize?
6. Do you believe that, after Vatican II, which
made the concept and the criterion of freedom
enter through the great door of the Church, the
newly converted must be put under pressure to
join some of the Christian organizations where
things work at differently and where, almost
certainly, they will not be understood, despite
the best of intentions on both sides, thereby
subjecting them to the risk of their spirit being
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turned off, rather than facilitating the means to
kindle it by living close to those who, like them,
lived a day of joyful adventure in the Cursillo?
7. Is it not surprising that a person who is not
very cultured but who has much divine grace,
can be an instrument, by which not only can an
intellectual encounter Christ, but that by seeing
him alive in the brothers, he can be truly
astonished, discover new dimensions in his life,
become humbler and enjoy himself if the Lord
grants him the grace; also, without feeling
superior, or more often feeling the opposite, he
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recognizes as a great gift from God, he who has
led him to a circumstance that makes it possible
to live amicably, side by side, with simple
people, making a Group Reunion with them
and like them, attending the Ultreya?
Eduardo Bonnín
Francisco Forteza

Some of the resource documents available from the Resource Centre
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PLEASE OFFER YOUR PRAYERS FOR THE SUCCESS OF THE
CURSILLO OF CURSILLOS TAKING PLACE IN GRANDE
PRAIRIE FROM JUNE 1ST TO 4TH.

CURSILLO OF CURSILLOS
CONFERENCE 2017
JUNE 1ST TO 4TH
HOSTED BY THE CURSILLISTAS
OF THE GROUARD MCLENNAN DIOCESE
IN
GRANDE PRARIE ALBERTA

A CURSILLO OF CURSILLOS IS A GREAT
OPPORTUNITY TO DEEPEN OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE
ESSENCE, PURPOSE AND MENTALITY OF THE CURSILLO MOVEMENT.
ORGANIZED IN THE SAME MANNER AS A CURSILLO WEEKEND, THERE WILL BE
ROLLOS, WITNESS, PRAYER AND DIALOGUE WITH CURSILLISTAS FROM AROUND THE
COUNTRY.
WE ARE ALSO DELIGHTED TO ANNOUNCE THAT
MIGUEL SUREDA, JUAN AUMATELL AND MANUEL FERNANDEZ, MEMBERS OF THE
MALLORCA SCHOOL OF LEADERS . WILL LEAD THE WEEKEND. MIGUEL AND JUAN
HAVE JOURNEYED IN FRIENDSHIP WITH OUR FOUNDER, EDUARDO BONNIN FOR
MANY YEARS. IT IS AN HONOUR AND PRIVIELEGE TO WELCOME THEM AND WE ARE
GRATEFUL TO GOD FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY FO THE CANADIAN CURSILLO
MOVEMENT TO LEARN FROM THOSE WHO HAVE LIVED THE CHARISM IN THE LAND OF
ITS BIRTH.
ARCHIBISHOP GERARD PETTIPAS OF GROUARD MCLENNAN ARCHDIOCESE WILL BE
WITH US FOR A GREAT PART OF THE WEEKEND.
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