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OFFICERS’ CORNER
Arlene van Diepen, Chair of CCCC.
Greetings from the CCCC Officer’s Group. We
wish you peace, joy and hope in this Christmas
season and all the best as you ring in 2018.
When I sit at my computer to compose the
Officer’s Corner, I review our emails, agendas
and minutes from Skype calls and in-person
meetings since I last wrote this column for Fully
Alive. Each time, I am amazed at the amount of
effort that goes into the work of the CCCC. At
this time, I would like to thank the officers:
Muriel Brideau – Western Officer and Treasurer,
Linda Pitkanen, Central Officer and Publications
Assistant Editor and Ann Myers, Atlantic Officer
and Supply Centre Coordinator. Thank you also
to our Spiritual Advisors Fr. Pat O’Meara and Fr.
Nel Esguerra. To Sheelagh Winston – a simple
thank you does not seem enough. Sometimes, I
know we don’t show our appreciation as we
continue to pile on the work for you but I often
wonder how the CCCC could accomplish what it
does at the national level and at the international
level. So Sheelagh – thank you from the bottom
of my heart. To the many Cursillistas across
Canada who have stepped up as leaders to help
us with our work….thank you. May God
continue to bless each and every one of you.
We have lost yet another Cursillo leader in
Canada. Sylvia MacKinnon returned to the Lord
on October 15, 2017 after a very brief illness.
Sylvia worked tirelessly for Cursillo in Canada
for many years. Please refer to an article in this
edition of Fully Alive.
The Officer’s Group continues to meet via Skype
monthly. We met in Toronto at Marylake from
October 11 to 13, 2017. As usual at our Fall
meeting, we reviewed our work for the past year
and identified priorities for the upcoming year.
Our priorities for 2017 – 2018 include: Support to
and revitalization of Canadian Cursillo
movements, organization of an annual
conference, support to regional encounters,
maintenance, development, publication and

dissemination of resource material, preservation
of financial integrity, development and
maintenance of guidelines for the work of the
CCCC, communication to Cursillistas in Canada,
and support to the worldwide Cursillo
movement through participation in the North
American Caribbean Group.
The 2018 Annual Conference will be hosted by
the Cursillistas of the Hamilton, Ontario Cursillo
movement and will be held at Wilfred Laurier
University from July 5 – 8, 2017. The theme for
the conference is The Cursillista Beyond the
Cursillo - From the Weekend to the World. More
information to follow in early 2018.
On the international level, the seat for the
(the World Body of Cursillos in
OMCC,
Christianity, will be in Mexico for the next 4
years. The OMCC consists of four international
groups. Canada belongs to the North American
Caribbean Group (NACG). The USA will hold
the seat for the NACG for the next 4 years. The
CCCC has invited Carlos Munoz of the Montreal
Hispanic Cursillo who, on behalf of the CCCC,
will be the liaison with the NACG executive. We
look forward to working with the executive so
that the NACG can speak with a united voice on
the world stage.
As mentioned above, communication from the
Officer’s Group to Cursillistas in Canada is one of
our priorities and to that end, we have begun to
use gmail for email addresses for all the officers,
the Resource Centre and the Chair. To obtain the
addresses, please refer to the contact page on this
edition of Fully Alive and to the CCCC Website
(cursillocanada.org)
Another priority for the the Officer’s Group is to
develop, publish and disseminate resource
material for Cursillistas in Canada. Fully Alive
has been and continues to be an effective vehicle
for Cursillo information and Cursillo news. To
ensure that this resource reaches more
Cursillistas in a cost-effective way, we will no
longer, as the norm, be mailing a hard copy.
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Fully Alive will be available on our website
(cursillocanada.org). However, if you wish to
receive a hard copy for an annual fee, please
email
the
resource
centre
at
ccccresource2@gmail.com.
As I take leave of you until the next edition of
Fully Alive, I commend all of you for your
apostolic action in your environments to bring
the great news of God’s love to all you meet. This
is not only our mission during the Christmas
Season but throughout the year – every day. As
Cursillistas, when we review our Piety
commitment on our Service Sheet for our weekly
Group Reunion meetings, we are reminded that
without God we can do nothing. One of the
dangers included in the Cursillista Beyond
Cursillo rollo is believing that we are nothing –
believing that we cannot do anything.
A
Cursillista believes that with God’s help we can
do everything!! So Ultreya my dear friends in
Christ.
De Colores
Arlene van Diepen
Chair, CCCC
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of Cursillo in one place and at one time, vital for
coming to a unity of understanding.
S. Winston editor.
Cursillo of Cursillos in Grande Prairie, Alberta
June 2017
The hospitality and love of the Cursillistas from
the Diocese of Grouard McLennan in Grande
Prairie made the Cursillo of Cursillo experience
much more than we could have hoped for. The
Cursillista who gave us great hope for our future,
was their Archbishop, Gerard Pettipas, whose
enthusiasm, love and dedication to the Cursillo
movement is extraordinary.
It was important to my husband Larry and I to
attend the Cursillo of Cursillos. We looked
forward to seeing three Cursillistas from
Mallorca, Juan, Miguel and Manuel, whom we
had met last year, while on holiday in Spain.
Larry participated in a small group reunion and
we also had the wonderful experience of
gathering in a city plaza in Palma, to greet and
send off the candidates and team of men leaving
for their Cursillo weekend. Experiencing such a
vibrant spirit of joy and love for the candidates
from a large number of Cursillistas, was the spark
that ignited a fire for us both, to discover what
was at the root of such a lovingly
enthusiastic movement.

During the Cursillo of Cursillos in
Grande Prairie, we heard first hand
from our Mallorcan brothers, of their
personal encounters with Eduardo
Bonnin through journeying closely with
him over several years. They
emphasized how Eduardo put himself in the
hands of the Lord, trusting and letting
himself be guided and equipped by Him, so
that each person he encountered would know with
certainty, that God loved them.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
“A friend is someone with
whom you can think out loud.”

The following is a sharing of the experience of one
Cursillista at the Cursillo of Cursillos held last June in
Grande Prairie. Please read it thoughtfully and
consider contacting CCCC to arrange to hold a
Cursillo of Cursillos in your area. Eduardo was
insistent that the C of C should be held every four years
in the diocese of Mallorca and we know from
experience that there is no more effective way to help
Cursillistas to come to a deeper understanding of the
Mentality and Method of Cursillo than having them
participate in a Cursillo of Cursillos. Its dynamic
enables all the leaders in a Movement to hear the truth
4

As we listened to the their rollos, we knew
that there was so much we had to learn about
Eduardo and most importantly, from
Eduardo. Studying the beginning of the
movement and Eduardo’s life has given us
much more than a lesson in history.
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At this time, we in Vancouver continue to
struggle in figuring out ‘what to do’ to
enliven the Cursillo movement in our
Diocese.
Eduardo
emphasized
the
importance of having the awareness of
knowing the what, why and how of the
‘Authentic Cursillo of Christianity’. How
many of us truly understand what this
means? Larry & I found encouragement at
the Cursillo of Cursillos as representatives
from the Maritimes shared their movement’s
struggles, which were very similar to ours.
They’ve recently implemented the method
that we are now working toward putting
into practice.
I am sharing with you, what I have
discovered, from studying rollos in print and
certainly from Grande Prairie which are
pieces to the puzzle of the ‘How and Why’ of
the Cursillo method. (I’m sorry that I’ve not
included references, because I’m not that
organized right now.)
Sadly, Cursillistas often do not see
themselves as a vital part of this movement.
For many, Cursillo began and ended on their
weekends. The weekend itself is only a part
of the greater gift.
It has been proven throughout the world,
since
Cursillo
began,
that
when
PRECURSILLO, CURSILLO & POSTCURSILLO are implemented and fulfill their
purpose, that it responds with EXACT
PRECISION to the motivation of having the
Good News of the Gospel reach as many
people as possible. You and I as the Body of
Christ have been given a role that God has
designed us for. Cursillo has the method for
us to fulfill it.
A couple of weeks ago, I was preparing a
rollo, for our school of leaders. I prayed
before the Blessed Sacrament and beautiful
words of wisdom unfolded in material that
the Holy Spirit guided me to. I learned that
St. John Paul II, Pope Benedict as well as
Pope Frances have all invited us, along with
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all movements in the Church, to return to the
Charism that gave rise to our origins and to
deepen in it.
Understanding the beautiful gift that the
Holy Spirit gave to Eduardo is key to
maintaining a flourishing movement. The
Charism through the Method of Cursillo is a
great gift that is stifled when we do not
honour it. Cursillo in the West has gradually
drifted away from the original method,
which was beautifully simple and effective.
There’s a saying ‘if nothing changes, nothing
changes’. Well, many things were changed,
added or ignored over the years, which has
led our movement to not produce the fruit it
is meant to. So now, if we do not reverse
those changes, by pruning back the
unnecessary add-ons and restore the
foundation, we cannot expect to produce
more, if any fruit. ‘If nothing changes, nothing
changes!’
I have recently been given the position of
coordinating School of Leaders, so I was all
ears during the ‘School of Leaders’ rollo at
Grande Prairie given by Sheelagh Winston
but based on the outline from Mallorca
where the movement has stayed on the path
set out by Eduardo Bonnin through the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit.
In reviewing how the Pre-Cursillo, Cursillo
& Post-Cursillo work together to keep the
movement strong, it makes the most sense to
me to begin with Post-Cursillo.
POST CURSILLO: It’s important to know
that the School of Leaders is the engine that
will keep the Cursillo method running
smoothly, to effectively live out the beauty of
the charism. The rector of the School of
Leaders works together with other leaders to
choose Cursillistas (new or veterans) to
present the rollos for School of Leaders. At
both events, there are responses by
Cursillistas to what has been shared, with
regard to how God has spoken to, or
challenged them in their own lives. All
5
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summaries and responses should speak of
one’s own conversion, rather than a ‘pat on
the back’ to the person who gave the witness
talk.
From hearing so many Cursillistas sharing in
this way, the leaders who choose teams for
upcoming weekends have a great source to
draw from. Not only that, but it is a good
training ground for all of us to practice
sharing our own faith journey, giving us
confidence to go out ‘into the deep’.
It is through School of Leaders that
Cursillistas as members of the movement,
understand the ‘why’ of each component:
Pre-Cursillo, Cursillo & Post Cursillo. The
team of Leaders of the School work together
with the membership, to plan, guide and
nurture the building up of the movement for
the Glory of God and sanctification of others.
THE MORE YOU KNOW ABOUT
SOMETHING YOU LOVE, THE MORE
YOU LOVE IT.
Sadly here at home, some Cursillistas will
not participate in Post-Cursillo activities,
because they are scared to speak in front of
others. Those who have bravely persevered
in sharing before groups, despite their fear,
have over time been freed from the
paralyzing insecurity they once had. Moses
had a speech impediment, and God didn’t let
him off the hook for sharing His Word!
It is vital to realize that each one of us is an
important gift to others. We both give &
receive, in our openness to sharing our
journey in Christ. We may think that what
we have to share is not important. If God has
called us to share it, it is because He is
speaking through us, directly to the heart of
someone. So, if we hold back, we are not
allowing God to use us.
“Who’s got the time?” “My week is already
so packed.” Are often responses to invites to
Ultreya and School of Leaders. It’s not
always about time…it’s about will. Do I
manage my time well, giving priority to
6
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enriching my formation as a disciple of
Christ?
Many Cursillistas are very busy being
leaders for ministries in the parish or
community. Unfortunately, too often the
testimonies of the rollistas on the weekend
have focused on how Cursillo has helped to
make them leaders in this way. Although
PREP or RCIA are important environments
we may choose to be part of, that’s not the
message of the ‘Study of Environments’
rollo. I know that by pouring my energy and
creativity into various ministries, I feel
fulfilled through them. However, the many
hours spent doing so have shifted so much
focus off of ‘persons’, those individuals in
my environments. It’s easy to talk about
Jesus in a Christian setting. Not so easy to
people away from the church. Often, and
especially people in our own family. What is
my commitment and conscious effort to
bring the Good News of Christ to them? We
must consider a healthy balance.
I need prayers to help me in the tug of war
between my will & God’s will in my journey
to holiness. It is my small group reunion and
Ultreya where I am strengthened and
encouraged by the love of others, knowing
that they are interceding through prayer and
sacrifice for my sake, as well as the needs of
my loved ones.
Most people who have made a Cursillo
weekend are grateful for a nurturing and
awakening experience. But we also know
that it was never meant to be just that.
Nurturing and awakening must continue for
us to grow in our faith and all the gifts of the
Holy Spirit. The best way to do so is in a
community of likeminded people. That’s
what the Cursillo movement has been
equipped by the Holy Spirit to do to help us
in our ‘metanoia’ (continual & progressive
conversion). Journeying side by side with
other Cursillistas through all that the
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method of Cursillo continues to offer,
enables us to evolve as disciples for the sake
of others and for the glory of God.
No future Cursillo weekend should be
planned until all the candidates from the last
weekend have been assisted in finding and
settling into a group reunion. This is directly
related to the promises made in the Total
Security Rollo.
PRE-CURSILLO involves sponsors taking
seriously the responsibility of journeying
with their candidates, leading up to the
weekend, as well as their fourth day. Also,
the team must make the effort to meet with
and speak with each candidate before the
weekend. According to what is learned
about the candidates, such as where they are
in their faith journey, the team is better
equipped to effectively minister to each one.
No candidate should feel that they are a
stranger when the weekend begins.
Candidates are welcome to join in Ultreyas
before their weekend.
One of the words of wisdom I encountered
this month was that “God uses those who are
available”. (Word Among Us Sept. ’17) This,
and one of Pope Francis’ favorite words,
‘ACCOMPANIMENT’, are both vital in the
life of Cursillistas. Pope Francis urges us to
walk together to help each other reach our
destination, to walk at people’s side. We first
have to choose to accompany others and rely
on the grace that comes with prayer and
sacrifice to accompany them with the love of
Christ.
CURSILLO: As servants of the Lord, the
team members’ aim should be to make
themselves available to each of the
candidates to accompany them over the
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three days. Corridor time is of the utmost
importance, so the candidates will
experience the love of Christ through the
attentiveness and genuine love expressed by
the team. In Eduardo’s words: “Find common
ground. Do not underestimate small talk!” The
team members also study the candidates to
hopefully connect them with others who
they might group with in the future.
Prayer is the key to surrendering to God’s
will. Eduardo’s prayers were constant and
to the point: “In you I trust Lord…I rely on
You…You dictate…Enlighten me…May
Your love guide me…Do not leave me…Do
not let me turn my back on You”. Eduardo
prayed over every step he took, leaving all in
the hands of God.
I’d like to close with words of Pope Francis
which echo the Cursillo method” “The
Church exists (you and I) … to bring about an
encounter with the visceral love of God’s mercy"
"for this to happen, it is necessary to go out:
“to go out from the churches and the
parishes, to go outside and look for people
where they live, where they suffer, and
where they hope… for us to offer our
availability and attentiveness in loving
others in their brokenness, as an instrument
of healing and restoration to fullness of a life
that only Christ can give.”
There is no doubt that the lives of many
Cursillistas have been enriched, here in the
Vancouver Archdiocese. But, there is so
much more for the people of our movement
to benefit from.
De Colores
Catherine Bowen, Vancouver Cursillo
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Further Information will be available soon,
keep watch on the CCCC website. www.cccc@cursillocanada.org or from Lay Directors
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SYLVIA MacKINNON
Farewell to a faithful friend and
Cursillista.
Some people come into our lives and leave
footprints on our hearts, and we are never,
ever the same. That pretty
much sums up what Sylvia
MacKinnon meant to me. We
first encountered each other
at a Cursillo conference and
became friends and remained
so ever since. She was a good
listener and a wonderfully
supportive
person
who
brought out the better me. She
was always there for friends
and
family
and
gave
unstintingly of her time and
energy.
She began her fifth day journey
this past autumn. It was a sudden
departure that took us by surprise but that
was the kind of person she was. She wasn’t
one to fuss nor did she suffer fools gladly.
She likely told death to get about its business
as she had an appointment with her friend,
saviour, and constant companion, God. It
was we who were caught unawares.
She was an apprenticed Christian. She
preferred working in the background,
making friends, being a friend, sharing a
laugh, giving encouragement, walking
quietly and supportively with a friend or
family member experiencing some hardship.
She didn’t see herself as a leader but when
leadership sought her, she served as a leader.
She did not enjoy being centre stage—it
wasn’t her comfort zone nor the place where
she chose or wanted to be—but when
prevailed upon to be at the centre of things,
she gave the best she had to offer to her local
movement at its Lay Director, to the Atlantic
Catholic Cursillo Council as its Chair, and to
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the Canadian Conference of Catholic
Cursillos as it Chair. She filled many of these
roles in challenging times which took their
toll on her but she carried on and with God’s
help and the support of family and friends,
she persevered. Although she did not seek
leadership, when called to serve her answer
invariably was, “I will go Lord, if
You lead me. I will hold Your
people in my heart.”
Her service extended beyond
these positions of leadership
and in ‘retirement’ she found
other ways to serve the
Cursillo, her church, and her
civic community. She brought
to these tasks the same honest
dedication and commitment
that marked her time in more
formal leadership settings.
Her work on the Cursillo
Prayer Line was just one such
fine example of her dedication and
commitment. In times of thanksgiving or
difficulty many of us reached out to Sylvia to
mobilize the prayer support we so
desperately needed for ourselves or our
family or friends. She was our ‘lighthouse’ in
a dark night of need.
Sylvia was my friend, God’s gift to me, who
made the journey that much more exciting,
challenging, soul satisfying, and joyful. I
miss her but I am ever so grateful for the
footprints she left upon my soul.
George Henry
Past CCCC chair, ACC chair and Lay
Director of the Valley/Yarmouth Cursillo
Movement.
As George said, Sylvia left us very suddenly. Her
commitment to the CCCC Prayer line was a
major contribution to CCCC as was her
assistance to myself, as CCCC Resource Person.
She assisted in the maintenance of the mailing list
9
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for Fully Alive and picked up the copies from the
printer, stuffed envelopes and mailed them out to
all on the mailing list. As George said, a ‘behind
the scenes’ contribution to the work but a huge
help to the work done by the Resource Centre.
Thank you Sylvia my friend, for your willingness
and for your listening ear. She has prayed me and
my kids through many a trial. I miss her!

Sheelagh Winston
CCCC Resource Person editor Fully Alive.
As Sylvia left us very suddenly the Officers
needed to quickly find a volunteer to replace
Sylvia. Facilitation of the Prayer line has
been taken over by Yvonne Lynch of the
Antigonish Cursillo Movement, for which
the Officers are very grateful. Leona
McCarthy of the Charlottetown Cursillo

You Asked
Us……?
Q.

Why do we not have mixed Cursillos.

A

This question was addressed by the
Mallorcan Secretariat several years ago. We
felt it best to go to the source for the answer
to this often asked question.
The different psychology and sensitivity in
men and women are an obstacle to a mixed
Cursillo weekend. Men and women have
different ways of seeing problems, and
different ways of reacting to them.
For these reasons, this Secretariat believes
that in conscience it should be noted that the
mixed Cursillos are contrary to the very
10
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Movement has offered to assist Yvonne
when absence from home makes it
necessary.
For those who are unfamiliar with the Prayer
line it is a service that has been offered by
CCCC for many years. Special requests for
prayer may be sent to the address below and
these requests are then emailed to those who
have indicated their wish to participate. The
prayer requests are emailed out every
morning and participants are asked to
remember the requests in their personal
prayer.
To place a prayer request please email:
Cursilloprayerline@gmail.com

essence, purpose and method of the
Cursillos in Christianity, and when they
are held, the spiritual energy that they
arouse holding the Cursillos in fidelity to the
Foundational Charism is diminished. if not
diluted.
CCCC is committed to staying faithful to the
Foundational Charism of the Movement and
is also committed to taking Mallorca, the
birthplace of Cursillo as its authority
Q.
Another question that has risen once
again is: Why do men have to go first.

A.
The simple answer is they don’t. This
used to be a common practice in the
Canadian Movement but has not been so for
many years. Contact with Eduardo and the
Mallorcan School of Leaders has helped
CCCC to bring the Canadian Movement into
line with what is the norm in Mallorca,
where the Charism is lived as it was
received.
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ESSAY
“ESSAY” is a column, that provides a vehicle in which the talks and reflections from Cursillo leaders around the country (and
abroad) can be shared with the larger audience. Hopefully these ‘essays’ will provide the basis for further discussion. If anyone
cares to respond, please feel free to send your commentary to Fully Alive. While these essays are subject to editing for space, clarity
and subject, they do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the CCCC, .The following is a thoughtful and insightful essay submitted
from Hamilton Diocese Cursillo.

Perhaps some of you were recently following
the news about the devastation caused by
Hurricanes Harvey and Irma and Jose and
Maria. In unprepared areas and poorly built
areas we saw footage of how those storms
destroyed entire towns.
I personally know of relatives who
evacuated the Florida Keys and some who
frighteningly rode out the Cat 4 hurricane in
Florida.
But in those areas that built their structures
to more stringent wind force building codes
they escaped catastrophic damage with
minimal repairs needed. Many prayers were
said by so many.
In Study recently, I was reading scriptures
and in St Paul’s letter to the church in
Corinth he says, “Everybody must build very
carefully. Nobody can lay a foundation other than
the one that has already been laid, namely Jesus
Christ. If different ones build on this foundation
with gold or silver, precious stones or wood, hay
or straw, the work of each will be made clear. The
Day will disclose it; that day will make its
appearance with fire and fire will test the quality
of each man’s (person’s) work. “(1 COR 3 10-13)
It made me think of a verse in the song “His
Banner Over Me Is Love”:
He built His Church on a firm
foundation...His Banner over me is LOVE!
I think The Lord is saying to us today that He
wants us to build with great care because the
Day approaches. The Day of the Lord all

through the Old Testament referred to as a
specific and important and powerful
intervention of God on behalf of His faithful
people. It doesn't necessarily refer to the final
day when Jesus will come at the end of this
age of the Holy Spirit, to take possession of
that Kingdom, that Church, that the Holy
Spirit has been gathering now for 2017 years
and present it to the Father. It refers to a day
that God Himself will move in great power
among His people, to do something very
specific.
In scriptures I keep reading that the Lord has
tremendous care for His people. God is
loving and tender. His care for us is
complete; it's all embracing. The Lord is
concerned about everybody, but He is
concerned particularly about those who are
faithful to Him because it is through them
that He will care for the rest.
He is concerned about us here at Ultreya and
all others gathered in His name around the
world.For you and for me, our desire has got
to be nothing more than to be faithful to the
Lord.I tell Him that every morning:
"I want to be faithful to You. I just want to do
what You are saying."
"The Son does only what he sees the Father
doing" (Jn 5: 19). That's what we all want to
do: only what the Father is doing. There's
nothing else that works in fact, but the will
of God. That's the only thing worth doing!
I think the Lord has been preparing all of us
in this room. And in doing that He is helping
me through you. We are the Lord’s people.
Not perfect but that’s all right because He
loves us.
11
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I met a priest here in Waterloo at a
Charismatic Conference back in the late
1980’s. He inspired me as did the
prayerfulness of all those in attendance.
He said:
The Lord's faithful people are "the
apple of his eye" (Ps l7:8).
The Lord wants to prepare His faithful
people for whatever lies ahead. He's very
solicitous for them because it is through
them that He will reach out and do powerful
things in this world of ours that is basically
falling apart. The Lord wants to rescue that
world and He wants to do it through those
who will take Him seriously, who come
together and give Him their lives. He will
prepare us. I believe that the Lord is ready to
speak a very specific word to those who are
faithful to Him, to those who are committed
to His purposes. This is mirrored in
scripture: "See the earlier things have come to
pass, new ones now I foretell. Before they spring
into being, I announce them to you." (Is 42:9).
Isn't the Lord saying, "I want you to be ready.
Build with care because fire will test. I want
to prepare you. I want your hearts to be
totally with Me."
That priest was a home-grown boy from
Bank Street in Ottawa- Fr. Bob Bedard,
founder of the Companions of the Cross. His
fire for the Lord impacted me and was the
beginning of my long road to conversion. I
enjoy the fervour of the Catholic Charismatic
Movement. And I know many in this room
enjoy it too. I did a “Life in the Spirit
seminar”. I began to tune in to the very real
connection of me with the Holy Spirit.
And now, through Study, reading articles,
and books about Christianity and the
Catholic Christian life, my Piety has been
improving, and it feels good. Why? Because
after making my Cursillo and being on team
for Cursillos, and coming to Ultreyas, I can
12
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testify to the wonderful workings of the
Holy Spirit amidst our humanness. It is so
real!
In reading the Old Testament, the story of
the Jewish people, when they were faithful
to God they prospered and lived in peace.
When they were unfaithful to the Lord,
judgment fell upon them and their society
fell apart. Why? Because that's the way it's
made by God. This world is made by God to
function in peace and harmony, but when
we sin, we interfere with God. The Lord is
not the author of death or destruction, as the
Book of Wisdom very clearly states.
But when we, the pinnacle of visible creation,
disobey, then, things begin to crumble. The
judgment of God is brought on by the sin of
mankind. It has been said today that the
weight of sin upon the world in our day is
heavier than at any other time in human
history.
Uplifting movements in our Church like
Cursillo, Alpha, Charismatic Renewal, as I
see it, are from the Lord an offer to the
Church: "I am offering you My power, says
the Lord.”
Charismatic Renewal is about the power of
God. Cursillo is about the power of Christian
Friendship specifically to bring others to
Christ.
I tried for most of my life to do things by my
own power, and it didn't work. I don't have
any power. I need the power of God. Do we
think there's power in our programs, in our
agendas, in our priorities? Do we think the
world is going to be saved by education, by
information?
It isn't. The world can be saved only through
Jesus, the power of God. The Cursillo
Movement was inspired by the Holy Spirit,
through a man, Eduardo Bonnin, who
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decided to open his heart to the promptings
of that Holy Spirit. And now the Cursillo
method has been an offering to the Church,
as though the Lord is saying, "My power is
available to you; it always has been but now
I want to give you some reminders. I want to
show you a few things and try to convince
you that it is available. Will you kindly open
up to My power?"
Do we know that Saint John Paul II said
when he was interviewed in 1980:
"We must be prepared to undergo great trials
in the not-too distant future; trials that will
require us to be ready to give up even our
lives, and a total gift of self to Christ and for
Christ. Through your prayers and mine, it is
possible to alleviate this tribulation, but it is
no longer possible to avert it ... How many
times has the renewal of the Church been
brought about in blood! It will not be
different this time."
It's a tough word, it's heavy, but it's not all
doom and gloom. There's a day of glory
approaching as well. There's a time of
evangelization that the world has never seen.
There's a day of victory and triumph for
God. There's a great purification and
restoration of the Church. It is only through
the purification that the Church can be
renewed.
Build with care, we are being told, because
the fire and winds will test the quality of our
work. But the Lord has no intention of
abandoning His faithful people. He will
stand by us and be our strength and see us
through.
The Lord wants us to be a people who are all
out for Him. “For the eyes of the LORD range
throughout the whole earth to strengthen
those whose hearts are fully committed to
Him.” (2 Ch 16:9).
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Imagine God in the heavens peering down
like a searchlight, and there you are waving
to the Lord, saying, ''Lord, here I am! I want
to be fully committed to You. Put me down
on your list, Lord."
He sees you.
During my journey in Cursillo so far, I have
learned the best recommendation is to keep
my eyes on Jesus. St. Paul says he is the
Cornerstone, the only Foundation.
"No one can lay a foundation other than the one
that is already laid, namely Jesus Christ" (1 Cor
3:11).
The Lord wants us to find committed
relationships, like the ones we have here in
Cursillo at Ultreya, so that we can support
one another. The Lord can't build if he
doesn’t have people that are not committed
together. To be Church is an awful lot more
than just going on Sunday morning; it's the
centre and the source of what we do. I feel
the Lord is telling us, “I need people that I
can count on now says the Lord, every day,
tomorrow, tomorrow night. Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday. That's my Church.”
The Lord wants us to seek His wisdom. The
wisdom of God is available to His people.
The Lord says, "Ask me everything. That's
wisdom.”
In Cursillo I have felt our journey is to seek
God’s wisdom together. When we do, He
will provide it. He is faithful.
He wants a people that are wholehearted for
Him, ready to give Him all their time, all
their priorities, all their energies. And He's
drawing them together.
In conclusion, when my wife Maureen and I
were in Ottawa, we heard Fr. Bob Bedard
telling the seminarians who were gathered
around a table in the kitchen with him.
Cont on page25
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HOMILY ON THE FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY
Deacon Paul Murphy, St. James, Vernon, BC
Hearing about that thick darkness covering the earth, at first
blush, the opening lines of Isaiah’s prophecy could describe
certain aspects of the world situation as we live it today.
We can attach some labels to this darkness – perhaps fear,
times and occasions of bigotry, intolerance, selfishness,
violence, chaos, and an overarching sense of hopelessness.
While the conditions of the world we find ourselves in today,
relative to that a few thousand years ago, it’s not new; the
situations might be different, but the disorders are similar to
the settings when Isaiah made this prophecy several hundred
years before Christ arrived, and this chord of human nature
describes many time frames of our existence up to this day.
And yet we know this is a prophecy of hope.
And it is hopeful because the one who is speaking is none
other than God; who reassures all people of all time that
darkness is only a part of the picture – God is saying that He
is not finished; perhaps He has only begun – God at that time,
and now, is still active in the world.
We know that all true light comes from God, and through this
prophecy, God promises the people then and now that the
future is bright, prosperous, happy and joyful, beyond any
imagination.

MATTERS
SPIRITUAL

He asks that we rise above worldly concerns and passions and
put our hope and trust in His plan. His plan of salvation for
all, that very plan we experienced a few days ago at Christmas,
the dawn of our salvation.
St. Paul gives us a description of his conversion. This former
persecutor of Christians, who could be labelled a murderer,
has been singled out by Jesus with a special role in bringing
the pagans, the non-Jews, the Gentiles into communion with
God’s plan.
St. Paul, in the 2nd reading, speaks of the revelation that Jesus
took him through on his travels to Damascus – where to him.

14
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was revealed the mystery – the mystery that
we know through scripture, the mystery of
salvation – again, God’s plan for His people
– Jews and non-Jews alike.
This is huge for St. Paul, who once believed,
as the Pharisee Saul, that only conscientious
observance of the Jewish law was the
singular, the only path to salvation. And now
he speaks of “grace” and “stewardship”
entrusted to him for the salvation of others.
He preaches the fulfilment of the promise
made by God – made in the person of Christ
– and this covenant cannot be understood in
any other way than through the life of the
Word, the Truth, Jesus, Son of God.
This is another step of hope for all of God’s
people.
And what St. Paul is
energizing within us, leads
us nicely into today’s
gospel.
The
Magi
arrive
in
Bethlehem, summoned by
a star.
These Gentile
religious, represent all
nations, the people of their
past, their present, and the
future. What they have
done on their travels is
combine nature with scripture in order to
make their way to Jesus; the star
representing nature, and the prophet’s
identification of Bethlehem as the birthplace
of Jesus representing the scriptures.
In their visit they model for us the way to
approach Jesus; in their prostration before
Him, they show us the humility necessary to
truly come to know, love, and serve God.
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Epiphany, that as we approach the altar to
receive Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, we
can think of ourselves as having arrived,
albeit for a short interval of time – and to
strive to be in communion with Him at all
times -to follow the star, the light of Christ,
and abide with Him in our everyday
activities, and in our prayer life seek a
positive relationship with Him.
It is with this confidence that we open up our
gifts to present before Him – the gold of our
love for Him above all things, and all people,
especially in the way He loves each one of us;
the frankincense of our trust and hope
continually rising up to Him, and the myrrh
of our baptism, where we went down into
the waters with Christ, to share in His
baptism, and allow ourselves to die to
worldly things and rise
with Him on the last day.
One last thing for today –
we can’t leave this gospel
without acknowledging
Herod. It would be nice
to consider him a bit
player in all of this, but
that’s not possible. For
Herod and his example
represent darkness we
may experience as the evil
one
attempts
to
manoeuvre us from what
we know as good, right, and truth.
Like the Magi though, it is possible for us to
chart a different course on this journey home
to God; to take a road less travelled, and
while on that road, find in our hearts, souls,
in our entire being a complete trust in Him
leading to hope, pushing away those
suffocating dark clouds that get in the way of
our relationship with Him and each other.

Their homage reminds us, perhaps
especially today on this Feast of the
15
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE
COUNTRY


ATLANTIC,

Antigonish (Tri County,
Cape Breton East, Cape
Breton West) Halifax, St.
John’s, Charlottetown,
Halifax/Yarmouth
(Yarmouth, Valley) Saint
John. (Miramichi)



QUEBEC,

Montreal English.



ONTARIO,

London (Essex, London
Area, Kent
County/Chatham)
Peterborough, Toronto,
Hamilton, Ottawa,
Kingston, Thunder Bay,
Korean.



WESTERN,

Vancouver, Nelson,
Calgary, Edmonton,
Grouard-McLennan,
Northern Native Cursillo.

CENTRAL REGION
KINGSTON
WONDERFUL NEWS:
After some 25 years of being dormant, the Lord inspired a handful
of long-time Cursillistas a couple of years ago to rebuild the
Cursillo Movement in Kingston. What faithfulness, perseverance
and effort they have demonstrated in fulfilling God’s plan.
They initially obtained approval from the Bishop to initiate this
endeavour, followed by announcements published in all the
Kingston parishes’ bulletins inviting Cursillistas to a reunion. This
was the beginning of their regular Ultreya and have formed
Permanent Group Reunions. A few candidates went to Cursillos in
Toronto, Hamilton and Ottawa. They have sought the guidance
and assistance of the CCCC who gave a workshop on the
Foundational Charism 3-Day Manual (called the Step-by-Step) this
past Spring.
Since they do not have a School of Leaders yet, they have been
invited by the Toronto Movement to participate in their SOL
sessions live via Facebook which has just been made available this
Fall, helping them to better know and understand the Foundational
Charism of the Cursillo Movement.

And now, praise be to God, they are ready to have their first Cursillo Weekend scheduled for
March 8-11 with the help of the Toronto Movement. Following numerous phone and email
conversations, the first team meeting and planning is scheduled for January 12-14.
For those of us who have an established movement, we know all the effort it requires to put on a
Cursillo Weekend and so we can only imagine having to plan and organize one from scratch.
So, we ask all the Canadian movements to support these dedicated Cursillistas through your
prayers and palanca for their upcoming weekend.

HAMILTON
The Diocese of Hamilton has just finished another set of weekends for 2017, using the Step by
Step method. The witnessing and ongoing participation in Ultreya and Group Reunion is
evidence of the effectiveness of the Mallorcan model. The friendships developed are genuine and
16
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building bridges from
coast to coast
deeply committed as was witnessed when 4
of the guys went for breakfast following an
Ultreya to get “started on their Group
Reunion!’
This is a witness from 2 of them……..

tremendous joy and
comfort to have these friendships in my life.

This was a life experience, of reflection on
who we are, our purpose, and coming
together with people who share the same
love for our faith in Jesus.

On Thursday Oct 26/17, 10 men, total
strangers from various walks of life, ages
ranging from 24 to 86, gathered cautiously,
coolly, and with apprehension at the St
Ignatius Centre in Deemerton Ontario.

I realized that as we walk through our
journey in life, and as we mature, that we all
have a cross to carry. The 3 day Cursillo
allowed us to share our life experiences, and
come to realize that we have something in
common. We also discover Jesus as our
friend, and realize that he is there for us daily
in our life to lighten the load, and to help us
with our challenges, and celebrate with our
victories. His LIGHT, His presence was felt
through the Holy Spirit.
Day one represents strangers coming
together in Jesus’ name, we grow together in
3 days. The spirit was strong by day 3, a
miracle in which we saw ourselves coming
together with Love, and appreciation for
each other. We left as brothers united. The
takeaway provided us opportunity to put a
new structure in our life, with focus on Piety,
Study, and Action. It is as new way of
living, to be alert, to be confident in our
Faith, and to engage those in our lives to see
a better way.
The friends I have in Ultreya,
and my small group, is something I hold
dear to my heart, and it gives me

DeColores
Tony

On Sunday Oct 29, just 3 days later, these
same 10 men were joyously laughing and
hugging, saying farewell to their new-found
friends, looking forward to what’s next, like
a family of long-lost brothers. A miraculous
transformation had taken place, but one that
would have been anticipated by veteran
Cursillistas knowing we were fledgling
Cursillistas having just spent 3 days
immersed in the love of God, enfolded in
Jesus’ embrace, and surrounded, even gently
prodded, by the Holy Spirit.
My personal take-away from the weekend
was apostolic and evangelic in nature. I had
finally found an answer to my long-time
question of how to obey Jesus’ commands
and Great Commission. Abiding by the
Cursillo Friendship Method, and living the 3
Elements of Cursillo, is to “Love God”,
“Love your neighbour”, “Love yourself”
(Matt 22:34-40), “Feed My sheep” (John
21:15-17), and “Make disciples of all nations”
(Matt 28:16-20).
DeColores
Ross Hoffma
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Witness

Daily we touch Him

Hello! My name is Linda Pitkanen and I
lived my Cursillo in September 2013 at the
Jesuit Retreat Centre in Thunder Bay. I sat at
the St. Marguerite d'Youville table.
My life revolves around my extended family,
my church and the three choirs I belong to,
the Thunder Bay Foodbank and my friends.
I had never heard of Cursillo until 2012 when
I was asked by my friend, Lorraine, the
organist for our Saturday 5 o'clock mass.
When I asked her what Cursillo was about
she actually told me very little about it but
said that I would really enjoy it. I thought
about it for a long time trying to decide
whether I really wanted to go to this mystery
weekend retreat.
I was in a terrible
quandary about it until she told me the dates
for it. Weekends are usually not a problem
for me but that weekend I had promised my
sister that I would babysit her two children
for her as she had signed up for a workshop
in her field of work. Her husband is a long
distance truck driver and he was out of town
that weekend. I told my friend Lorraine that
I couldn't go to her Cursillo retreat.
A year later, she asked me again and this
time I said yes. It was to be held on the
shores of Lake Superior at the Jesuit Retreat
Centre! Very rustic and in harmony with
nature....my kind of thing indeed...I thought
it would be a great get-away for me from my
responsibilities of everyday life. My 85 year
old mom lives with my husband, Reino, and
me. I am also the caregiver for my youngest
sister's two children.
18

I am so glad that I went to that Cursillo
weekend. I came away from that weekend
knowing with my heart that Christ died for
me on the cross and that he loves me, warts
and all. I knew this before but just with my
mind. Now my heart felt it. I felt renewed
and recharged! Now I do want to say that I
have always loved God...since the beginning
when he created me and breathed life into
me. I have always eventually turned to God,
but he wasn't always number one in my life.
Cursillo certainly changed that about me. I
refocused on my priorities in life and I
realized that God always has to be my
number one priority and everything else will
fall into place. In other words, I had to get
out of the driver's seat and get into the
passenger's seat. I had to let God drive.
I talk to Christ everyday...some people may
call that prayer and some of it is traditional
prayer...but I really do mean "talk" to Jesus
..He is my friend and I tell Him
everything....I know He already knows
everything about me before I say it or do it
but I just carry on and tell Him anyways.
Friendship is reciprocal so I also listen for
Him to answer me. He does, whether I hear
Him in my mind or in my heart. Sometimes
the answer is "yes", sometimes the answer is
"no" and sometimes the answer does not
come right away and I must be patient and
wait for it. But I never have to doubt that the
answer will come. It always does, in time. I
know that I can count on him and that he has
my back.
Before Cursillo...I did not have this type of
relationship with Him...my prayers were
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usually "gimme" prayers..such as...I need or
I want a newer car that doesn't break down
as often...kids that listen...to win the lottery
and not have to go to work etc. I am sure you
get the drift. Can't you just imagine Jesus
rolling His eyes at those "gimme" prayers.
Or how about those emergency mode
prayers when a crisis would pop up. I would
pray whole-heartedly and abundantly...I
could almost imagine Him saying " How
come you never talk to me unless you are in
some kind of trouble?" But when He did
answer...and He always answers...how quick
was I to say thank you to Him? Maybe,
maybe a day or two later...maybe a week or
so. How selfish was that! How would you
like to have a friend like that in your life? I
wouldn't have liked that but I never thought
of Jesus as a friend before Cursillo.
I belong to a prayer group at the church and
I have friends and relatives that ask me to
pray for them or their loved ones. I also get
asked for prayers on social media by my
Facebook friends. I have been praying a lot
for my uncle Candide since his open heart
surgery. It was a few weeks ago in St Johns.
Things took a really tough turn after his
surgery. His recovery has been quite hard.
My aunt Marie has also been the recipient of
many a prayer also. I asked that God's will
be done...for them to have the strength to
face wherever God has in store for them. For
love and compassion. For my mother to be
able to support her brother in this most
difficult time for him. God has answered
some...my uncle has been moved to the
Grand Falls hospital which is where he lives.
Now that he is back home, so to speak, I am
sure that alone will give him renewed
strength!
Since my Cursillo I start my day by offering
it up to Jesus and I ask Him to fill me with
the Holy Spirit so that I can be a light for
Him. So that I can help draw people closer
to Jesus...I want others to have what I have
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and I try to share this joy I have with
everybody I meet in life. I have daily
readings that I read to start off my day and
my side of the bedroom has so many books
stacked on the floor...Christian reading for
the most part. Cursillo books and manuals
and a bible. So if I can't sleep or have quiet
time on my hands...I can just pick up a book
and infuse myself with holy writings and
teachings. I also use my smartphone and
have Catholic apps on it.
I have an
interactive rosary app that I use...my phone
is usually in my hands or really close by.
Reino, my husband, and I were very lucky
and attended the 4th Conversations of Cala
Figuera, in Mallorca. This was right after our
movement in Thunder Bay had our Men’s
and Women’s Cursillos.
You can just
imagine how full of the Holy Spirit we were
then.All that we learned at both of those
functions gave us more Grace than we could
imagine. I was just blown away by the love
felt and by the Holy Spirit that filled the
church during Eduardo's memorial mass!
About 300 people holding hands and singing
and swaying to the Mallorcan "Our Father"
which is sung to the tune of "Sounds Of
Silence". The Holy Spirit was filling the
house of God! It set the tone for the whole of
the Conversations.
During the masses at the Conversations it
was also awe inspiring to see the 14 priests
and the 2 bishops arm in arm in a semicircle
at the altar singing the Our Father and also
De Colores! It was also truly amazing to me
to see the families...with children of all ages
attending the Conversations. We do not
have
young
people
attend
our
Cursillos....take a look around here...where
are the twenty or thirty year old people?
Hmmm....it begs the question, “What are we
doing wrong?”
Being in Mallorca for the first time was awe
inspiring. Just seeing how the Cursillistas
19
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live their life in simplicity and joy. Meeting
so many good people and spending time
with them made me grow in spirit even
more. I cannot wait to go back to enrich my
heart some more. I felt infused with the Holy
Spirit to such a marvellous extent. It is so
hard to put all those feelings into words! I
am so glad that we have conferences to go to
here in Canada…to keep ourselves refreshed
and renewed!
I have made so many
wonderful friends from coast to coast and I
love them all!
I try to make it my mission every day to
brighten up someone else's life by making
them laugh or at the very least smile. I
volunteer at the Thunder Bay Food Bank and
it is a constant reminder of "there but for the
grace of God" we could be in their shoes...our
client’s shoes. And my goodness what a
place to see "God in people's faces!" I work
at the front desk where we process our
clients. They show us their ID and we, in
turn, give them a ticket that indicates
whether they are a "single'' or have others in
their family. There are two or three of us
doing the client intake by computer. We are
open Tuesdays and Fridays from 9 am - 11
am. They are allowed to come only once per
calendar month. We see roughly 650 people
come through our doors per month. If you
added in their families, the total amount of
people we feed per month is roughly 1,400.
We see about 120 people per day for the first
two weeks we are open. The Tuesday before
Father's Day...I had a man come in. As I was
checking him in...he started telling me how
he was going to receive some company for
the Father's Day weekend. It was his son and
grandson. They were coming from Timmins
to see him. This man was quite excited about
the visit because he hadn't seen his son for
over 10 years and he had never met his two
year old grandson. You see...he was a
recovering alcoholic and he and his son had
parted ways a while ago. I had already
20
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handed him his ticket and he was starting to
leave my desk when I called him back. I
asked for his ticket back while explaining
that I had given him the wrong one. I then
gave him a ticket for a family of three. His
eyes teared up and he asked me why I would
do such a thing ...for him. I asked if they
would be staying with him...he said yes. I
then asked him if he would be supplying
their meals and he again responded yes. I
said to him that that was the reason why and
told him that the following month he would
then get his " single" ticket. Then I wished
him a happy Father's Day. He hugged me
and blessed me.
Another time I had a new wheelchair bound
client come in. I opened up a new file for him
while welcoming him to our food bank. He
told me that he had just moved to Thunder
Bay from the Hamilton area. I gave him the
new client speech all the while filing out his
personal form. Assuring him that the next
time he came in it would be a lot quicker and
he only had to show his id and he would get
checked in. A month passed by and when I
called for the next one to come in…can you
guess who it was? It was my new friend. I
smiled at him and said, "Good morning
Chris" and I used his last name as well!
"How are you today?" He looked at me in
surprise and then beamed a great big
smile...he said, "You actually remember me?"
I said that of course I did...and while we were
talking I called up his name on my
computer...he gave me his ID and I checked
him in. He was totally astounded that I
actually remembered his name. He told me
that I had made his day!
That's all it takes to brighten someone's
day...to remember them...to smile and
welcome them...to listen to them...to love
them.
Our food bank has changed since I have
started working at the desk...people are
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happier and more tolerant of each
other...and I am talking about the volunteers
here.
I believe that I have influenced a
happier atmosphere between the volunteers
and the food bank clients. I believe that
when we call people up to the desk to check
them in…we should do our best to be
welcoming and put them at ease. But the
ladies that I am training on the computers
have been checking people in for many years
(using index cards) and have seen some
people at their worst. These wonderful
ladies have become a bit hardened. They are
now imitating my tone and actually smiling
at people. Seriously…they were not aware
that they weren’t doing that already. I take
time to give each client a smile and usually
try to find something to compliment them
on. It could be their beautiful new baby, or
the colour of their shirt, or their beautiful
smile. Jesus worked with the poor and
hungry, the misfits in society…I am trying
my best to follow his example and love all
the people that surround me in my daily life.
I know that I am not perfect but He helps me
be a better version of me.
The one of the best parts of my Post Cursillo
has been my small group. There are six of us
in our grouping. We are all so different from
each other and yet support and love one
another...the eldest is in her 80's and the
youngest is only 51...all from different walks
of life.
These ladies help me in my
slippage...we share our joys, trials and
tribulations. I love them all very much! I
have said this to my family and friends many
times. I am happy with who I am today...if I
could change anything in my life past or
present...I would not have one thing at all to
change...if I did I would not be who I am
today and "I like me". I am constantly
growing and groaning and improving with
God by my side...Thy Will Be Done Lord. If
I find myself in situations where I am not
sure of myself...I ask myself "what would
Jesus say or do...then that is what I try to do!
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My desire to be more "Christ like" grows
each and every day and I want my friends to
be happy like I am. It is through the joy and
love of friendship that we all can do this
because I know that we cannot do this by
ourselves. I certainly can't! My life before
Cursillo was like a great Fred Astaire black
and white movie, but now since my Cursillo,
my life is in 3D technicolour!
De Colores my friends!

JOIN THE CCCC PRAYERLINE

Join with Cursillistas and other Christians across
Canada and around the world in praying for each
other’s needs and offering prayers of
thanksgiving for petitions granted..
Contact Yvonne at
cursilloprayerline@gmail.com
You will receive an email each morning
containing prayer requests and your petitions
will be confidential if you so wish.
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ABOUT EDUARDO

The following is the second part of a presentation given at the World Ultreya held in Fatima in May of this year by Loren Marian,
who at the time of the presentation was the president of the Mallorcan Cursillo Movement. Loren addressed Cursillistas from
around the world who had gathered for the Ultreya. Part of the celebrations included the work that is being done towards the cause
of the Beatification of Eduardo Bonnin, founder of the Cursillo Movement. Loren’s presentation was given to promote the cause.

When I began to prepare this Rollo, I asked
myself WHAT WERE THE PILLARS ON
WHICH EDUARDO SUSTAINED HIS LIFE
AND WHICH HE THEN REFLECTED IN THE
CURSILLOS MOVEMENT. And there are three
basic guidelines of his thinking: the love of God,
Friendship, and the Person (especially the far
away person); These pillars enable us to be what
we are as a Movement.
First of all, his INTENSE RELATIONSHIP WITH
THE LORD.
Eduardo lived his faith since he was a child in his
family, but as he grew older his relationship with
God intensified. I love reading his personal
(apostolically focused) journals of those intense
days of the 1940s, his continuous notes show that
he was putting all his plans in the hands of the
Lord; Those diaries are full of notes such as "In
You I trust Lord," “I rely on You”, “You dictate”,
“Enlighten me” “may Your Love guide me”, “do
not leave me”, “do not let me turn my back on
You”…, and similar expressions.
From a very young age he began to go deeper
into the basic Christian issues and in the Gospel,
in his participation in the Sacraments; Eduardo
used to go to Mass every day before 8 in the
morning, he said that there is no better way to
start the day (and it's true). A life of piety, a
constant presence of the Lord; In this way he
developed a great love for the Church and the
sacraments, despite the fact that, in some
respects, he was swimming against the tide and
he was misunderstood on many occasions (the
role that the Church gave to the laity in the 1940s
was still very poor). Eduardo was fulfilling the
plans of the Lord helped by a group of friends
who studied and, above all, prayed over each
step. Every step he took had previously been left
in the hands of God.
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And that intense relationship with God is what
impresses me the most about the person of
Eduardo. I am convinced that in the depths of his
heart he sensed and felt that what he had in his
hands was the Lord’s work and that he was just
a simple instrument; Hence his humility at the
time of not categorically affirming that he was the
founder, and his attributing the foundation of the
Movement to the Holy Spirit , because he felt that
he was in His hands. This point can only be
reached after much prayer and a life of holiness.
There were people who helped a lot the
implementation of Cursillo, to winning the
acceptance of Cursillo by the Church and to
Cursillo’s expansion throughout the world; but
with no doubt, what helped most was to put it in
the hands of the Lord, because they are His. How
many times did Eduardo repeat the phrase
"Cursillos are in good hands"!, in his total
confidence that they were and are in the hands of
God! How many times was he in prayer, even
during an entire night, how much confidence he
had in the power of prayer!
Another of Eduardo's great pillars was the value
he gave to the PERSON. For Eduardo, the person
who was in front of him was a temple of the Holy
Spirit and s/he had enormous value; For that
reason, the sensation of all of us who were
fortunate enough to know him was that when
you were with him, you were the most important
person in the world for him at that moment,
because indeed it was so.
I remember once I talked to him about a problem
that was worrying me and, a few months later he
asked me how it was; I, naively, asked him, “how
can you remember that?”, and he answered: "I've
been praying a lot for it."
Actually, the person he had in front of him was
very important because he (Eduardo) was
“treading on sacred ground” because Eduardo
felt that each life, in all its greatness, is a plan of
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God. I wish I could arrive at some point in my life
where I could live like this!
Thanks to his full confidence in the person, he
was able to see that anyone, is able to live a true
personal encounter with God that will make him
change his life and project it to others, with no
special preparation or even without a previously
favourable environment in which he/she lived..
I do not know if this phrase is Eduardo’s, but he
used it a lot; he used to say that "Approaching a
miserable person without yourself feeling
miserable, will create a kind of pride that is
horrifying." These words were embedded in
Eduardo’s DNA, in his attitude towards people
and in his approach to each one.
You need to have a great confidence in the person
to be convinced that all we need to achieve is that
the freedom of the person encounters God's Love;
that’s all we need at the beginning, to stimulate a
hunger for God, and later, from the reality of a
true friendship, to accompany them in the
maturing process and adventure of living that
encounter. That is tantamount to trusting in the
person and in what the Lord is able to do.
Along with the importance of the person, there is
the value that Eduardo gives to FRIENDSHIP.
When Eduardo speaks of Friendship, he speaks
from his experience of his deep friendship with
Christ, Who is willing to take it to the point of
giving His life for each one of us. Eduardo
combines this model of friendship with the
certainty that each one of us has been created in
the image and likeness of God (although
sometimes, and due to our incapacity, we are
very little like Him). That is why Eduardo is
convinced that each person is capable of bringing
forth the best of him/herself.
That is why, when -by the Grace of God- we are
able to feel the Friendship of Christ and His love
for us, the bar of friendship is set high and we try
to reach it. Thus, it is normal that when two
friends are really friends and, besides that, they
also put Christ in the midst of their friendship,
their relationship reaches levels that cannot be
imagined from simple theory by someone who
has not experienced true Friendship, the
Friendship of Christ.
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That was one of the great gifts received by
Eduardo, to know that the Lord was his friend,
which encouraged him to put his life in His hands
and, from there, to base the transmission of the
message and the method of Cursillos by
Friendship.
And the Spirit inspired them with the idea that
the Group Reunion -one of the great expressions
of friendship that I know of - is a fundamental
part of the Cursillo Movement. Because we all
need our conversion process initiated in Cursillo
to continue throughout our life, that the phrase:
"when two or more are gathered in my name,
there I am among them" be really true, in the
Group Reunion and the Ultreya.
If this is so, surely, our friendship with Christ will
be made apparent by our friendly attitude
toward others, so that they may encounter the
Love of God also.
The essence of what Cursillo is and aims at, can
only be grasped, understood, comprehended and
extended in a climate of deep and true friendship.
In the last weeks of Eduardo's life, before he went
to the Father, we asked him what we had to do
now, after his departure, and he repeatedly said
to us: "be friends" (and we are paying attention to
his words, heeding his advice)
Christ, Person and Friendship, the great pillars of
his life and of the life of the Movement.
THE INHERITANCE HE HAS BEQUEATHED
TO US
On a personal level, I would say that Eduardo has
left us a special way to enjoy and understand
Friendship, to enjoy our friends, putting the Lord
in the middle, and to give extraordinary
importance to the people close to us.
Another gift that he has left us is Joy. The joy we
have for being able to present the concise truth of
Christ to those who do not know it, emphasizing
the most important part of it, that is His
Resurrection; the joy of discovering that He loves
each one of us in particular and personally and
that He is present when two or more of us gather
in His name, as it is the case here today. It is the
Joy of the Gospel, the Joy which Pope Francis
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speaks about, i.e. the joy which gives the
experience of living what is fundamental in the
Christian life in coexistence with our friends.
And let us not complicate it with other things, it's
quite simple.
Those of us who have been lucky enough to find
the Love of God in a Cursillo weekend, will never
be able to thank all those people who got
involved in the beginnings sufficiently, and those
who still continue to struggle, from their
enthusiasm, so that all this may be possible.
In the first point of the book "My Spiritual
Testament", Eduardo writes: "I sincerely believe
that one of the greatest assets that I possess is the
awareness of knowing what constitutes the
authentic Cursillo of Christianity, as well as the
Movement that it engenders; And I know, by
proven experience, that when each piece that
integrates
it
(precursillo,
cursillo
and
postcursillo) fulfills its purpose, it responds with
exact precision to its motivation, which is nothing
more than to try and have the Good News of the
Gospel reach as many people as possible, and
preferably the far away".
This is the legacy that Eduardo has left us, the
best legacy that he could have left us. Surely the
Lord alone knew what was happening in those
early years of the forties: the greatness of
depositing a Lay Charism for his universal
Church.
John Paul II in 1998, Benedict XVI in 2006 and
more recently Pope Francis are inviting us -all
movements and religious orders- to return to the
Charism that gave rise to our origins and to
deepen in it; It is an exciting task.
But it is also true that in many places Cursillo is
still to become a reality, in the same way that the
dynamics of the “Our Father” and the
“Beatitudes” are also still to become a reality. The
worst thing here is that many times the error is
not of calculation but of having taken a wrong
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turn, of having deviated from the direction and
the purpose for which Cursillo was conceived,
prayed for and created. Wherever this happens,
where the purpose has been distorted, we may
never know how much the Gospel has ceased to
permeate the world, nor the number of far-away
people whom we are depriving of receiving the
message of the Lord. Where this may be
happening, we may even feel satisfied to be
hyper-nourishing the faith of the people who are
already inside the Church, and this is fantastic;
But the really fantastic thing is that the dream of
His Holiness Pius XII in his 1940 speech could be
fulfilled, when he told the world not to rest until
those sheep that are outside the fold find refuge,
life and joy in the encounter with Jesus Christ.
Eduardo's greatness is not the greatness of
someone who has invented something fantastic;
his greatness is that of a person who knew how
to listen to God and devoted his life generously
so that others could find God’s love. It is the
greatness to trust God and to let Him mould him,
and he did it against all the odds, because he was
surely helping to fulfill God's plans.
The words that Pope Francis addresses to each of
us today, in May 2017, remind us of that message
of Pope Pius XII in February 1940 that moved
Eduardo and his friends to "do something”. It
may be that the present circumstances are not the
same, but the thirst for transcendence and the
soul's need to meet God is the same, and in our
hands lies the possibility that we may fulfill their
wishes.
We now have to continue enjoying it, and do
everything in our hands so that many more
people may discover it, acting as if it depended
on us, but being very aware that it all depends on
God. It is a precious task to continue taking care
of this blessed Charism.
De Colores.
Loren Marian

.
.
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Cont. from page13
“Every morning when I pray I tell the
Lord, ‘I want to abandon myself to You. I
want You to have everything that I have. I
will do anything You tell me to do, Lord. If
You want me to push peanuts down Bank
Street with my nose, I'll do it.’ The Lord
replies, "Well Robert, thank you very much
for the offer, and I know your nose is big
enough to do it. But that's not quite what I
had in mind."... But the Lord wants that
kind of abandonment.

Lord and said: "Lord, it's Your world and Your
Church and I'm not going to worry any more
about it tonight." And he would roll over and
go to sleep.

From St. Alphonsus Ligouri's Stations of the
Cross: "Lord, grant that I may love You
always and then do with me what You will”
It's not new. It's very Catholic and it's very
old. I love what St. John XXIII used to say
every night before bed.

Question to ponder:
“How can I daily, better dedicate my life to
listening to the promptings of God to handle
the
situations
in
my
everyday
environment?”

As he rolled his rather ample body into bed
and switched out the light, he turned to the

Every morning we should reassign the role
as being saviour of the world. There's
already a Saviour. He is our firm foundation.
We need to show by our example of Piety,
Study and Action how to resign ourselves to
the Saviour who shows us the way as we
lean on Him totally!

De Colores

SOME IMPORTANT REMINDERS
The CCCC Resource Centre has a new email address.
Please communicate with us at
ccccresource2@gmail.com
We also have designated email addresses for each of the officers.
Chair
ccccchair2017@gmail.com
Atlantic Officer
ccccatlantic2017@gmail.com
Central Officer
Western Officer

cccccentral2017@gmail.com
ccccwestern2017@gmail.com

Emails sent to the old address will be forwarded automatically for
a period of time.
As mentioned in Officers’ Corner, this issue of Fully Alive is the last
issue that we will be mailing a hard copy to individuals. If you wish to
continue receiving a hard copy by mail please contact the Resource
Centre to advise us. A mailed hard copy is $20 per year.
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